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LETTER XVIII. 


Fourney from Cd ts Warſaw. Be Bo 
of that capital. —Want of police and regulations. 

' —The Viſtula. —Praga.— Signs of decay and 
ruin. Jews. — Reflections on the fate 'of Po- 


land. 
No tract of country in Europe can 
offer fewer objects of information, 
| curioſity, or amuſement, in the common 
acceptation of the terms, than that which 
extends from the gates of Cracow to the 
ſuburbs of Warfaw; a diſtance of at leaſt 
two hundred miles through the central 
provinces of Poland. It may however ; 
be juſtly ſald, that the appearance of the 
' VOL, II. B country 
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country itſelf, the aſpect of its inhabitants, 
and the face of every individual, excite re- 
flexions, which, if not pleaſing, are never- 
theleſs important. In the midſt of à ſoil 
naturally rich and fertile, they are in want 
of common neceſſaries. I could ſcarcely 
procure bread in any of the wretched poſt- 
houſes at which I ſtopped, except of a 
kind ſo black, ſour, and execrable, as not 
to be eaten. Inns there are none which 
merit the name: but the Jews, who form the 
majority of the people in the villages, ſeem 
to keep alive the little ſubſiſting induſtry. 
The Poles, among whom depopulation, 
oppreſſion, and miſery, appear under every 
poſſible ſhape, manifeſt in their looks and 
whole appearance the utmoſt poverty: even 
the churches are compoſed of wood, and 
the hovels of the peaſants are of the ſame 
materials. 1 ſcaxcely ſaw a nobleman's or 
gentleman's houſe. of any kind; and the 
roads are either left in their natural ſtate, or 
are made, where the ground is marſhy, by fir 
trees laid acroſs them cloſe to each other, 

: as 
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as in Ruſſia. The very water 18 moſtly un- 
wholeſome and ſtagnant. It muſt however 
be admitted that the poſts are tolerably well 
ſerved; and though the horſes are ſmall 
and weak, yet as numbers ſupply the de- 
fect of ftrength, a traveller cannot reaſon- 
ably complain of the want of expedition. 
As I drew near Warſaw, I faw no marks 
of opulence, cultivation, or luxury, ſuch 
as | uſually beſpeak the approach to a capital. 
A wide, open plain, interſperſed with little 
woods of fir or birch, and equally deſtitute 
of natural, as well as artificial beauty, ex- 
| tends quite to the entrance of the city. 

This metropolis itſelf ſeems to me, like 
the Republic of which it is the head, to 
unite the extremes of civilization and of 
barbariſm, of magnificence and wretched- 
neſs, of ſplendor and miſery; but, unlike 
all other great cities of Europe, theſe ex- 
tremes are not ſoftened, approximated, and 
blended by any intermediate gradations. 
The middle orders of men, who every 
where elſe form the moſt numerous claſs 
B 2 of 
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of citizens, the moſt uſeful, and the moſt 
induſtrious, appear hardly to have any 
exiſtence here. Palaces and ſheds, t the 
marſions of the great, and the cottages of 
the poor, compoſe. excluſively the larger 
portion of Warſaw, It is like an aſſem- 
blage of nobles and llaves, of lords and 
vaſſals, ſuch as the darkneſs of the middle 
ages, when feudal tyranny prevailed uni- 
verſally, might have exhibited; but which, 

happily for mankind, is now no where to 
be ſeen except in Poland. Even Conſtan- 
tinople is in this reſpett far leſs barbarous; 
and the genius of the Ottoman government 
ſeems more favourable to commerce, inge- 
nuity, and the arts that humanize ſociety, 
than the city from which I am now writ- 
ing. The deſpotiſm of one man, however 
| pernicious, is yet leſs deſtruQtive than the 
tyranny of a thouſand petty deſpots ; and 
the Turks, though fallen from their antient 

ſplendor, do not preſent a picture of na- 

tional degradation or humiliation, ſuch as 
the Poles at preſent offer to the world. : 
As 
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As I walk chrough the ſtreets of War- 
ſaw I continually imagine myſelf in ſome 
ſcattered and half-ruined village. All the 
municipal defects of Cracow exiſt here in 
a greater degree. I am no longer ſur- 
prized that a King, in his own carriage, 
ſurrounded by guards. and attendants, 
could be ſeized and carried off in the midſt 
of his capital, as was Staniſlaus ſcarcely 
| ſeven years ago. In a city where there 
are no lamps in winter, and no precautions 
taken for general ſecurity, any deſperate 
banditti, protected by the night, may 
commit the moſt atrocious crimes, -I am 
not amazed to hear Mr. Wroughton, the 
_ Engliſh Miniſter, ſay, that he has ſeen 
Prince Radzivil, one of the greateſt Poliſh 
noblemen, when coming to court in his 
own coach drawn by the fineſt ſet of horſes 
in the kingdom, ſo completely ſtuck faſt in 
the mire at a hundred yards from the Royal 
Palace, as to make it neceſſary for him 
to be taken out, and carried thither in the 
arms of his ſervants. At the cloſe of the 
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late reign, in 1763, Warſaw, was almoſt 
wholly unpaved. Even at preſent, in this 
beautiful ſeaſon of the year, after violent 
rain, many of the ſtreets are totally impaſſ- 
able on foot, and nearly ſo on horſeback, 
Orin a carriage. The buildings are ſo 1 irre- 
gular, ſcattered, and disjoined, that great 
ſpaces remain unoccupied, and even un- 
levelled, in the moſt frequented parts of 
the metropolis. In front of Staniflaus's 
palace, ſo indecently neglected are the 
ſewers, that the ſmell i 18 peſtilential. A 
nation too indolent to remedy ſuch nui- 
ſances, or ſo accuſtomed to them as not to 


perceive how incompatible they are with 


ſafety, comfort, and ſalubrity, ſeems not 
far removed from barbariſm: yet, by a 
ſingular contradiction, Warſaw preſents 
under other aſpects all the refinement of 


Paris, the arts of Florence, and the ſplen- 


dor of Peteriburgh. 
The Viſtula, though conſiderably 8 


than the Thames at Windſor, wants beauty, 


depth, and e Wife aid or improve- 


ment. 
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ment. Its ſides are in general low and 
fandy; its channel obſtructed by banks 
which continually ſhift ; and the colour of 
its waters is thick and muddy, like thoſe of 
the Tyber. The Poles ſeem ſcarcely to be 
conſcious that it is navigable; and it is rare 
to ſee upon it a veſſel of any kind. A bridge 
of boats, laid acroſs the ſtream, conducts 
to Praga, a town or ſuburb on the eaſtern 
fide. Praga is a wretched collection of 
_ cottages or huts, built of wood, and ſcat- 
tered irregularly in the ſand without order 
or plan; ſuch as Tartars, and only Tar- 
tars would conſtruct or inhabit. Yet this 
is the principal object ſeen from the win- 
| dows of the royal palace, which ſtands on 
the oppoſite bank. It is large, but can- 
not be eſteemed a regular, or a magnificent 
edifice, The two laſt kings, Auguſtus 
the Second and Third, not chuſing to in- 
habit it, erected another, in which, when 
at Warſaw they commonly reſided and 
held their court, ſtill denominated from 
them, „the Saxon Palace,” Hardly a 
B 4 ſingle 
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ſingle public monument of art, taſte, or 
devotion, exiſts in this metropolis. The 
very churches and palaces are unfiniſhed, 
or falling to decay. Among the latter are 
many which want inhabitants; not more 
than a fourth part of the great families who 
reſided here at the death of Auguſtus the 
Third, being now in a ſtate to maintain their 
dignity. Prince Radzivil's palace, one of 
the moſt ſuperb, is converted into a play- 
houſe. Such is the wretched ſtate of the 
capital of Poland; a country which previ- 
ous to the late diſmemberment, was larger 
than the, nine Circles of the German Em- 
pire. 

The people accord in their appearance 
too well with the aſpect of every thing 
around them. I never beheld ſo many 
objects of horror or compaſſion, as preſent 
themſelves in the ſtreets: many of theſe 
are a diſgrace to humanity, as well as a re- 
proach to the national police, Warſaw is like- 
wiſe crowded with Jews, who form a conſi- | 
derable proportion of the inhabitants. They : 

wear 
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wear a diſtinguiſhing dreſs, and derive'a 
very precarious ſubſiſtence from the arts of 
fraudulent. commerce, moſt of them being 
extremely poor. From time to time they 
are plundered, exiled, ' ' impriſoned, and 
maſſacred: yet, under ſuch accumulated 
vexations, they continually multiply, and 
are here found in far greater CUE than 
even at Amſterdam. 

After this diſguſting deſcription of War- 
ſaw, you will be aſtoniſhed when I add, that 
notwithſtanding the picture of public miſery 
which it diſplays, I am highly pleaſed with 
it as a temporary reſidence. Many circum- 
ſtances conduce to render the place more 
than ordinarily agreeable to a ſtranger. The 
King is, of all the Princes whom J have ever 
ſeen, the moſt acceſſible, eaſy, pleaſing, and 
even captivating in his manners. I have 
been in his ſociety ; and I am not ſurpriſed, 
when I conſider his perſon and addreſs, at 
the partiality of Catharine for Count Ponia- 
towſki. The Poliſh nobility of both ſexes, 
whatever may be their eflential defects 
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of character, want none of the exterior 


graces of deportment. In the palaces of 


the Oginſkis, Czartoriſkis, and numerous 
others, is ſtill to be found every diſplay of 
refinement, hoſpitality, and magnificence. 
Many of the great families continue to live 
in a ſtyle almoſt royal, amidſt the ruins of 
their expiring country. In no court or 
capital of Europe are to be found men 
more accompliſhed, nor women more beau- 
tiful, poliſhed, and agreeable. As an En- 
gliſhman, I have the greateſt perſonal ob- 
ligations to Mr. Wroughton, his Majeſty's 
Miniſter, who has rendered my ſtay here 
at once delightful and informing. His long 
reſidence in Poland; his intimate acquaint- 
ance, or rather friendſhip with the King, 


both before and ſince his elevation to the 


throne; his perfect knowledge of this 
country, whoſe decline and partition he has 
vritneſſed; the variety of curious and in- 


tereſting anecdotes with which his conver- 


ſation abounds ; theſe circumſtances, added 
to numerous proofs of his regard, have 
in 
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„ „ 


in ſome meaſure reconciled me to the 
wretchedneſs which I ſee on all ſides. 

I contemplate this country as the moſt 
inſtructive and awful of political leſſons: I 
even eſteem myſelf fortunate i in being able 
to ſurvey, it, before Poland ſinks and is 
eraſed, from the liſt of nations, or is incor- 
porated with the great ſurrounding mo- 
narchies; an event which, according to 
every appearance, cannot be very diſtant ; 
and which 1s, indeed, now rather to be 
wiſhed. than deprecated, even by the Poles 
themſelves. I may boaſt of haying been 
able to aſcertain, from the higheſt ſources 
of information, the principal external cauſes 
which led to the partition of Poland: 
for, in the deteſtable and ruinous form of 
their conſtitution, muſt be ſought the in- 
ternal ſource of all their national calamities. 
What elſe could rationally be expected, as 
the natural death of a country, where the 
crown is at once elective, venal, and 
powerleſs; where the nobility are inde- 
pendent, uncontrollable, and tyrannical ; 
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2 If 97 DANS 7 SETS „ CS SL 25 FS X 
while the people are ſunk in ſlavery, igno- 


rance, oppreſſion, and poverty? We ſhould 


rather wonder, that in the preſent progreſ- 
five ſtate of Europe, Poland has Iaſted thus 
Jong, inſtead of being ſurpriſed at its ruin 
and approaching extinction. In my next 
letter I mean to delineate the immediate 
cauſes of that great event, the partition; as 
well as to conſider its effects, preſent and 


leaſt be admitted to form as momentous a 
ſubject of inveſtigation and reflexion, as 
ever was preſented to the human mind. 
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Examination of the cauſes "of the decline Po. 
land. State of that country at the tinie f 
John Sobieſtis death. — bange in the poſition 
of | Europe at the deceaſe of | Auguſtus, the 
. Third. — Conſequences of the, death of, ther Ev: 
rel, Elabeth of Ruſſa.—Origin of the plan 

. for, the partition of Poland. — 1 evelopement, and 
"progreſs of tbat great event. — Inter view of 
Neuſtadt in Moravia.— Accompliſpment of the 

partition. — Its comparative (advantages o 
 Rufſia,' Auſtria, and Prufſia.—Probable deſtiny 
of Poland. Internal and moral. cauſes of its \ 
dęſtruction.— Picture of the Nobility, — Middle 
orders. — Peaſants. V 


Wasa, Jul 3d, 1778. | 
"7 HOEVER conſiders the ſtate of Poland, 
and reflects on the nature of its go- 
vernment, will perceive, that while the fue; - 
rounding Powers of the continent have been. 
in a conſtant ſtate of improvement or pro- 


greſſion 
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greſſion for near a century paſt, the Poles 
alone have been ſtationary. At the death 
of John Sobieſki, hardly more than eighty 
years ago, the Swedes and the Turks were 
the only formidable enemies of the Re- 
public. Ruſſia, under Peter the Great, 
was Juſt emerging from barbariſm, and be- 
come a member of the European ſyſtem. 
The Houfe of Brandenburg inſpired no ap- 
prehenſie on, and had not then attained be- 
yond the eleoral dignity: while Auſtria, 
prefſed on one ſide by the Porte, and on the 
other by the arms of Louis the Fourteenth, 

could ſcarcely: reſiſt two ſuch powerful an- 
tagoniſts. To the perſonal aſſiſtance and 
valor of Sobieſki, the Einperor Leopold 
had been recently indebted for his preſerva- 
tion, when driven from his capital by the 
Ottoman forces. The immenſe ſtanding | 
armies of modern times were then compa - 
ratively unknown; and Poland, under all 
the defeats of its government political and 
civil, might ſtill repel invaſion, or maintain 


its independence. 


But 
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But in the interval: of near ſeventy. years, 
which elapſed between tlie detceaſe of John 
Sabieſki and that of the late King Auguſtus 
the Third: the face of Europe had totally 
changed. The Swedes, driven back by the 
Czar Peter, beyond the Baltic, no longer 
maintained any political relations, except 
merely of amity, with the republic of 
Poland: While che. Turkiſh® Empire, de- 
clining annually in ſtrength; cord neither 
extend to it effectual aid, nor do it material 
injury. Other Powers had ariſen to ſupply 
the place of 8 eden and Turkey. In Octo- 
ber 1763, when the Saxon Line of Poliſh 
Sovereigns became extinct, Ruſſia; by the 
permanent conquèſt of Livonia, by her in- 
fluence in Courland, and by her prodigious 
military force, might be ſaid to Have acquired 
a domineering and almoſt irreſiſtible aſcend- 
ancy in the affairs of Poland Thirty years 3 
earlier, in 1733, at the death of Auguſtus 
the Second, the Empreſs Anne had been 
able to raiſe his ſon to the throne, and to 
maintain him in it againſt all the efforts of 

>] | France, 


16 MEMOIRS OF) THERE 


France, aided by ai party among the Poles 
themſelves. - Elizabeth; her ſucceſſor, fol- 
lowed. the ſame line of policy. Pruſſia, 
after a war of ſevei years, ſuſtained under! 
circumſtances of unparalleled inferiority, 
had by a ſort of miracle extricated herſelf, 
and was likewiſe become; a Power of the 
firſt conſideration. The talents of Frederic, 
his victories, and his ambition, rendered 
the Pruſſian monarchy peeuliarly an object 
of attention, if not of terror. Laſtly, Maria 
Thereſa, though foiled in her attempt to 
recover Sileſia, poſſeſſed nevertheleſs im- 
menſe reſources; and might, from her poſi- 
tion, have a great influence on the deſtiny of 
Poland, either as an ally, or as an enemy. 
At the time when the throne became 
vacant by the deceaſe of Auguſtus the 
Third, the three great Powers above men- 
tioned had under their command a regular, 
diſciplined, military force, amounting to- 
gether to above four hundred and fifty 
thouſand men. On the contrary, the Poliſh 
army, it) it. could properly be ſo termed, 
conſiſted 
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conſiſted rather in the prerogative with 
which the conſtitution veſted the King, of 
calling out and arming the Nobility, if emer- 
gency required; than in any effective body 
of ſoldiery, paid, clothed, and maintained 
by the ſtate. It is indeed evident that if 
Ruſſia, Auſtria, and Pruſſia, had choſen to 
diſmember and divide Poland i in 1763, ag 
they did nine years later in 1772; ; no in- 
ternal or effectual oppoſition could have 
been made by that Power, which would 
have finally prevented its accompliſhment. 
The intractability, want of foreſight, and 
| infatuation of the Poliſh Grandees, who 
would fee no object of jealouſy except their 
own Sovereign, and take no precaution 
againſt external attack, left them at the 
mercy of any foreign combination. 
While the Saxon Kings continued to 
reign, theſe evils were retarded and averted. 
They maintained themſelves in the throne 
which they had originally purchaſed, by 
foreign alliances of marriage, conſanguinity, 
and policy. If Elizabeth, Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
VOL, II. "A ER had 
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had ſurvived Auguſtus the Third, there is 
no doubt that the deſtiny of the north of 
Europe would have been totally changed. 
The Family of Saxony would probably till 
have governed Poland; while Pruffia would 
have inevitably been, if not diſmembered and 
divided, at leaſt conſiderably reduced-in ter- 
ritory, revenue, and political importance. 
Elizabeth had given public proofs of her 
reſolution to ſupport Auguſtus and his de- 
ſcendants. She had even raiſed one of his 
younger ſons, Prince Charles of Saxony, to 
the Dukedom of Courland, as an-earneſt of 
her future exertions in favour of his Houſe. 
But the late King of Poland had the misfor- 
tune to outlive his ally and benefactreſs, juſt 
one and twenty months. Elizabeth expired 
in January 1762 ; and her death was the era 
from which dates the deſtruction of Poland. 
The reign of Peter, ſhort and tragical, was 
ſucceeded by that of. Catharine, It' was 
evident, from the age and infirmities of 
Auguſtus the Third, that the Poliſh crown 
muſt ſoon become vacant, If his ſon, the 
Electoral 
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Electoral Prince, ſhould be choſen in his 
room, the Saxon Family could no longer be 
conſidered as elective, but in effect as here- 
ditary; and all attempts to divide Poland 
would be ineffectual. The peace of Hubertſ- 
burg, recently concluded, left his Pruſſian 
Majeſty at liberty to turn his views and efforts 
towards Warſaw. He well knew that the 
time was critical, and that every thing de- 
pended on the choice of a ſucceſſor. 

Such were the circumſtances in which 
was conceived the project of the partition 
of Poland. I will relate to you from high 
and concurring teſtimonies, what I have 
colleted relative to it, at Peterſburgh, 
Vienna, Berlin, and finally — uy 
ſtay in this capital. 

The plan unqueſtionably originated in 
the Cabinet of Pruſſia; but not with the 
King, nor with any of his miniſters. His 
brother Prince Henry's deep and capacious 
mind firſt ſeized, digeſted, and ripened it 
in ſilence. When he communicated his 
ideas on the ſubject to Frederic, that Mo- 

9: narch, 


20 MEMOIRS OF THE 


narch, while he expreſſed his admiration of 
it in theory, conſidered it as impracticable, 
and oppoſed by too many obſtacles ever to 
be realized. Prince Henry on the other 
hand contended that by time, conceal- 
ment, and dextrous management, it might 
be finally effected. He brought over the 
King to his opinion; and they began in 
concert the train of meaſures requiſite for 
its completion. The firſt ſtep taken, was 
artfully to flatter the new Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
to awaken her vanity, and to repreſent to 
her the honor,_ as well as advantage, of 
giving a Sovereign to Poland, after having 
placed herſelf on the throne of the Czars. 
Catharine liſtened with pleaſure to ſug- 
geſtions ſo well calculated to make impreſ- 
ſion on a mind like hers, anxious for every 
ſpecies of glory. Impelled by her partiality _ 
for Count Poniatowſki, and perhaps like- 
wiſe induced by her perfect knowledge of 
his character, ſhe ſignified to Frederic her 
intention of elevating him to the crown. 
The choice being approved at Berlin, on 
| the 
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the deceaſe of Auguſtus, Catharine's forces 
and treaſures overcame all oppoſition. 
Staniſlaus was elected by violence; while 
the Ruſſian embaſſador, Prince Repnin, 
became in fact the deſpot and the oppreſſor 

of the Poles. The unfortunate King retained 
little more of royalty than the name, and 

- was only an engine in the hands of the 
Court of Peterſburgh. - 

PFrederic, attentive to the accompliſhment 
of his objects, and who by no means meant 
that Poland ſhould fink virtually into a 
Ruſſian province, next fomented the diſ- 

contents of the great Poliſh Nobility. By f 
his emiſſaries he ſecretly ſtimulated them | 
to throw off ſo ignominious a yoke, and to 
dethrone a prince illegally elected, as well 
as unable to afford them protection againſt 
the tyranny of Catharine, His infinuations 
were ſucceſsful; and Poland ſoon became a 
theatre of civil war, of inſurrection, and de- 
vaſtation. In order to maintain Staniſlaus 
on the throne, Muſcovites and Coflacks - 
were quartered in all the principal cities ; 

C 3 | while 
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while Warſaw reſembled rather a Ruſſian 
garriſon, than the capital of an independ- 
ent Republic. It was not difficult for 
Frederic to excite the jealouſy of the Turks 
at ſuch an interference; and to repreſent to 
them, that under pretence of reducing the 
Poliſh rebels to ebedience, Catharine in 
effect rendered the country a province of 
her Empire. At the ſame time he en- 
couraged and exhorted the Court of 
Peterſburgh to engage in hoſtilities with 
the Porte. No exertions were omitted in 


order to inflame the two Sovereigns, al- 
ready irritated againſt each other. War 


enſued between them, and was proſecuted 
with various ſucceſs, in Aſia as well as in 

Europe. N 
The object to which his policy had ſo long 
tended, was now attained. Frederic having 
completely embroiled the Ruſſians and Turks, 
at the ſame time that the Poles, exhauſted 
by confederacies, added to the ravages of 
the plague, were incapable of reſiſtance, 
turned his attention next to the Court of 
5 8 Vienna. 
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Vienna. Nothing could be effected with- 
out the Auſtrian conſent and co-operation. 
With a view of ſtudying the character of 
Joſeph the Second, he therefore artfully 
cauſed a propoſition to be made on his 
part for an interview between them. The 
Emperor accepted it ; and the two Princes 
met at Neiſs in Sileſia, towards the end of 
Auguſt 1769. But, though the ſtate of 
Poland might there have been mentioned 
in general terms, it is certain that no plan 
or treaty for a partition of it took place. 
Whether matters were not then ſufficiently 
ripe, or that Frederic ſaw other obſtacles 
to its immediate completion; it was not till 
the following autumn, in 1770, that after 
previouſly ſounding the Imperial Cabinet, 
the ſubje& was fully diſcuſſed in the ſecond 
interview of Frederic and Joſeph at Neu- 
ſtadt in Moravia, Prince Kaunitz accom- 
panied the Emperor thither for the expreſs 
purpoſe, His Pruſſian Majeſty, who knew 
that without the Miniſter's approbation, he 
could not overcome the ſcruples of Maria 


C4. Thereſa, 
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Thereſa, religious as well as political, ex- 
erted all his addreſs to win the Prince. At 
the opera Frederic conſtantly placed him 
by his fide, took ſnuff from his box, and 
affected for him the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
conſideration, Joſeph, young, ambitious, 
and eager to extend his dominions, was 
not dithcult to be perſuaded, It may more 
naturally excite our aſtoniſhment, that 
Prince Kaunitz allowed himſelf to be con- 
vinced either of the policy, or of the ne- 
ceſſity of the meaſure. Such, however, 


was the fact. They ſpread before them 


the map of Poland, agreed on their re- 
ſpective ſhares, and fixed on the tract of 
country to be offered to the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, Theſe preliminaries being adjuſted; 
they parted. = | | 

In the courſe of the enſuing year appeared 
the fruits of the interview. By command 
of their reſpective Courts, the Auſtrian and 
Pruſſian Embaſſadors at Peterſburgh, ſigni- 
fied to Catharine the determination of the 


Cabinets of Berlin and Vienna, They added 


at 
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at the ſame time, that the reſolution was 
taken on the part of 'thoſe Sovereigns, at 
all events to ſeize on the provinces allotted 
them: and it was plainly inſinuated, that if 
ſhe would not conſent, or choſe to reject 
her portion of the ſpoil, they knew how to 
compel her to it by force. The Empreſs, 
thus threatened and affailed, made the 
ſtrongeſt remonſtrances to Maria Thereſa 
and her Miniſters, whom ſhe endeavoured 
to convince that they were over-reached 
by Frederic. But finding them inflexible, 
and being engaged in a war with the Porte 
which occupied all her forces, while -it 
drained her treaſury, ſhe had no alternative 
left except acquieſcence. After a proper 
delay, therefore, in order to prepare mani- 
feſtos, the armies of the three Powers, which 
had previouſly approached the frontiers of 
Poland, marched in, and ſequeſtered the 
territories. They then compelled the un- 
fortunate Staniſlaus to convoke a Diet, in 
which he ratified his own degradation, 
by giving to their uſurpations the mock 

ſanction 


/ 
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ſanction of legiſlative and deliberative 
© conſent. N ; | 

After having viewed the ſprings, and 
followed the movements of this extraor- 
dinary tranſaction, which is without pre- 
cedent in modern hiſtory ; it is natural to 
afk which of the three Sovereigns has been 
the greateſt gainer by the diviſion. No 
doubt whatſoever can be entertained on the 
point, by ſuch as have examined or in- 
quired with impartiality, Unqueſtionably 
it was not Catharine, ſince ſhe might be 
conſidered as already miſtreſs of Poland. 
Her troops and her embaſſador. gave laws 
in Warſaw equally to the King and to the 
| Republic. Courland was not more hers in 
effect, or more dependent on her orders. 
Every motive of policy dictated not to 
aggrandize two powerful European ſtates, 
her neighbours, at the expence of Poland. 
The portion which has been aſſigned to 
her, is indeed a fertile, extenſive, and im- 
portant tract of country, contiguous to her 
own dominions on the weſt, and including 


a great 
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a great part of Lithuania, as well as Poliſh 
Livonia: but, comparatively eſtimated, it 
adds little to her revenues, power, or po- 
litical conſideration. ; 

The Auſtrian ſhare, locally as well as 
Suns conſidered, is more valuable. 

Buy its poſition it covers Hungary and 

Moravia, while it extends the Imperial 
frontier to the diſtant confines of Podolia 
and Moldavia. . The mines of Vielicza, 
which may enable the Empreſs Queen to 
ſupply all Poland with ſalt, form a conſider- 
able ſource of revenue; and the population 
cannot be eſtimated in thoſe provinces, at 
a ſmaller number than two millions. 

But theſe advantages, great as they muſt 
be ſeparately allowed in themſelves, fink on 
a compariſon with the political benefits de- 
_ rived to Pruſſia from the partition of Poland. 
Even Sileſia, was not, in my eſtimate, ſo vaſt 
or ſo ſolid an acquiſition as Poliſh Pruſſia. 
It ſuffices to look at its geographical poſi- 
tion, in order to be convinced of the fact 
in all its force. Though leſs in extent than 

| the 
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the Auſtrian and Ruſſian ſhares, it far ex- 
ceeds them in fertility of ſoil, in number 
of cities, induſtry, and faculties of raiſing 
pecuniary ſupplies. Not only the Viſtula, 
from the gates of Thorn to thoſe of Dant- 
zic, together with the whole commerce of 
that river, are become Pruſſian. The cir- 
cumſtance which renders them ineſtimable 
to Frederic, is, that he has joined his elec- 
toral dominions of Brandenburg and the 
Duchy of Pomerania, to his kingdom of 
Pruſſia. He has realized the © Regnum Bal- 
ticum,” without ſhedding a drop of blood; 
and he now ſtretches in anuninterrupted line, 
from the mouths of the Oder, along the 
ſouthern ſhore of the Baltic, to the frontiers 
of Courland and Samogitia. : 
Its future effects on Europe are incal- 
culable. Catharine may continue to dictate 
her pleaſure i in Warſaw ; but Frederic, by 
holding the Viſtula in his poſſeſſion, re- 
tains the keys of Poland; and can prevent 
the importation or exportation of almoſt 


every article of trade. Dantzic and Thorn 
muſt, 
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muſt, ſooner or later, become a part of his 
dominions. The Cabinet of Vienna will 
one day perceive, that in conſenting to the 
partition of Poland, they violated not leſs 
the laws of true policy, than of morality 
and juſtice. They were in fact over- 
reached by his Pruſſian Majeſty at the in- 
terview of Neuſtadt, notwithſtanding the 
ſpecious advantages with which he dazzled 
Joſeph, and deluded Prince Kaunitz. Pro- 
bably they are already ſenſible, hen too 
late, of their error; and would gladly re- 
ſtore their own plunder, if it were poſ- 
ſible to ee Frederic to his former ſitua- 
tion. 


The final deſtiny of this diſmembered 5 
and impoveriſhed country forms a curious 
and intereſting ſubject of inquiry, doubt, 
and ſpeculation. Will the Crown of Po- 
land and the Republic long continue to 
exiſt even in name? Will the Family of 
Poniatowſki be rendered hereditary ? May 
not circumſtances poſſibly ariſe, that ſhall 

3 4” again 
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again reſtore to Poland her provinces? Or 
may not her total deſtruction, and tlie in- 
corporation of her remaining territory with 
the three great ſurrounding monarchies, be 
an event neither diſtant nor improbable ? 
| Theſe queſtions would lead me too far; and 
on one of them I may have occaſion to 
fay ſomething when I ſpeak of the King, 
and his nephew. Prince Staniſlaus. _ If how- 
ever appearances may be truſted, there is 
ſtrong reaſon to believe, that the final diſ- 
ſolution of Poland cannot be very remote; | 
though the preciſe time muſt naturally be 
accelerated or retarded by a variety of cir- 
cumſtances. Even the Poles themſelves 
ſee it as inevitable, and admit that in the 
wretched condition of their country, it is 
a conſummation rather to be deſired than 
deprecated by every individual. 

In addition to the radical defects of the 
conſtitution, which irreſiſtibly operated to 
ſink Poland below the level of the neigh- 


bouring ſtates, and to deprive it of the 
means 
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means of reſiſtance againſt foreign violence; 
the moral principles of its diſſolution are 
ſo numerous, as to leave little hope of re- 
medy or of reſuſcitation. The great No- 
bility are depraved, corrupt, and deſtitute 
of enlightened patriotiſm: their education 
and habits' extinguiſh every ſpark of public 
virtue. In their infancy they are ſur- 
rounded by domeſties or preceptors, WhO 
nouriſh thoſe fatal prejudices and ideas 
of ſuperiority, ſo calculated to harden the 
human heart. Even while in their cradles, 
the peaſants are brought to kiſs their feet, 
and to ſhew them marks of homage. ' They 
are taught to regard their vaſſals as creatures 
of a ſeparate ſpecies. On the other hand, 
they are not brought up in principles of 
obedience to the laws, or of deference to 
the Sovereign and to the civil Magiſtrate. 
How can they be ſo, in a country where 
the courts of juſtice are corrupt, mereenary, 
and venal beyond imagination; where the 
Crown, at the death of every Sovereign, is 
either * or transferred by violence; 


and 
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and where the puniſhment of crimes is 


almoſt unknown! Aſſaſſinations, robberies: 


| frauds, divorces on the moſt frivolous pre- 


tences, invaſions of property, and a rage 
forp lay which knows no limits; theſe in- 
fractions of public and private order are 


committed with impunity among the higher 


claſſes. A total diſſolution of morals is the 
inevitable conſequence. Even the ſenſe of 
ſhame, and dread of infamy, anterior and 
ſuperior to all written law, ſeem here to 
have loſt much of their force, and Wan 
to operate as reſtraint. 
If ſuch be the ſtate of the upper — 

no reſource is to be found in the people. 


The very term is inapplicable; for there is 


in fact no Poliſh people. Never was the 
title of Republic ſo abuſed and proſtituted; 
as well might the name be applied to 
Algiers or to Tunis. Of the intermediate 
rank of citizens, merchants, artizans, and 
mechanics, the number is ſo ſmall and in- 
conſiderable, that they may be regarded as 


non-exiſtent to any beneficial purpoſe. In 
a country 
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a country where commerce is in a- manner 
extinct; ;- manufactures; except thoſe-of the - 
firſt neeeſſity, nearly unknown; induſtry 
diſcouraged; arts unprote (ted; and only... 
the cultiyation of the ground that can be 
conſidered as in any degr ee flouriſning; 
the middle elaſs of men muſt neceſſaxily 
diminiſi, and be of no account. The peas; 
ſants are indeed à numerous body, though 
much reduced by ſucceſſive years of anarchy, 
famine, and calamity: but they remain in 
the ſame ſtate of poverty, vaſſalage, and 
ignorance, which has been their invariable 
lot during many ages. Attached to the 
glebe, and fold with it, they are equally 
ſtrangers to the name and to the poſſeſſion 
of freedom. Inured to domeſtic ſervitude, - 
it may even be queſtioned whether they 
are capable of receiving ſuch a preſent, 
except by inſenſible gradations. A con- 
ſiderable lapſe of time, the introduction of 
arts, and the general diffuſion of knowledge, 
could alone render them able to improve 
the bleſſings of ci vil liberty, or elevate them 
_ = vOk it D . 
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to the rank of ſubjects, from the condition 
of ſlaves. Such a change is, J fear, be- 
yond either hope or calculation; and what- 
ever may be the final deſtiny of this un- 
fortunate country, the greater part of its 

inhabitants will probably continue to exiſt 
in nearly the ſame ſtate of political and 
perſonal degradation. Here I ſhall (nie? 

this enen me remain; Sec. | 


jt 
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Ogi and hiſtory of; the family of Erin 

Anerdotes of the father of Staniſlaus Auguſiia;rn 


;\ Particulars of the. life of Count Poniatoxoſſi, 
| previous to 'bis election to the crown of Poland. — 


Hi elevatio ion to the throne.—His conguft 1 in 5. 
beginning of his reign. L uxury, pleaſu ures, and 

60 profuſe fon of the' tourt. Miſerable Rate of PU 
land. Account of the attempt 10 afſuſſinute St 
nijſlauus, and his eſtape,—- Pumiſbinent of the com 
ſpiratars.— Conduct of, the King on th partition 


_ of Poland. —C haradter, perſonal qualities, defects, 
"and, anecdotes of Staniſlaus. — His private. liſe.— 


"VI of bis ; futire, defti oft 1. „ 


0 WAZ, Jh r9thy 1578. 
FO Lavidg! traded the catſes which 
lod to the partition of Poland, and en- 
deaygured to inveſtigate its conſequetices, 
immediate as well as remote, it is natural 
tg turn towards the King. As an elective 
ſorereign, without queen or deſcendants, 
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he "Oe es and in whatever point of 
view we conſider him, he is an object of 
intereſt. Raiſed from the condition of a 
private nobleman origentleman; to a throne, 
maintained in it by foreign ſupport, eſcaped 
by:i\fore- of miracle from the hands of 
afafline) and till Hominally" the head of a 
difretmibered" and expiring monarchy; all 
the incidents of h his way awaken atten- 
ion. "His. amiable, "perſonal qualities, the 
precarious nature of _his. preſent ſituation, 
and thenuncertainty: of his future deſtiny, 
excite: regard and curioſity blended with 
compaſſton. Never was any prince leſs an 
object of envy.” I have had opportunities 
of feeing him, and of forming { ſome opinion 
of his character from my perſonal obſerva- 


tion; but it is from much higher ſources 


of information that L hall ſpeak of Staniſ- 

laus z; they have been ſuiample, as rhthef to 
leave mel under am embarraſſment what tb 
tongeal than what to diſcloſe. Before I 
Se re rann it "ley not be 
2ngbneotob 12 3917p ee impropet 
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improper to ſay ſomething of bis deſcent, 
and of his connexions:? 5 9009 
The family of Potiiatpwſki.is noble, and 
cofſequenily*liks that ofievery-*:Stolnick,” 
or private gentleman; is eligible to the 
crown; neither commerce nor ſervitude 
diſqualifyäng for, the elevation. On the 
day when Staniſlaus was choſen King, Mr. 
Wroughton the Engliſh miniſter at War- 
ſaw, was ſtruck with ſurpriſe at ſeeing his 
butler put on a ſabre, and without aſking 
his permiſſion walk out to the Szopa.“ 
This ſpot is the place where the ceremony 
of electing the Poliih ſovereigns is per- 
formed, about half an Englifh mile from 
the capital; '* Sir,” ſaid the man to him, 
by way of apology for his conduct, , àm 
24 noble ;. and thongh I Act in the capacity 
f one of your Ameſtivs, I: am not leſs 
„ competent᷑ to be raiſed to the throne than 
the firſt nobleman in tlie republic. ln 
effect, the preſent King's deſcent on? the 
. paternal-{idecis by no means illuſtrious. It 
is 9555 m and univerſally ackidw- 
Loslianom D 3 ledged, 
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ledged, that his grandfather, 'who: was: very 
poor, poſſeſſed ſcarcely any patrimony. 
Far from arriving at, or aſpiring to any 
public honours and dignities, he acted in 
the humble capacity of an overſeer or 
nn, ones tien ai 
His ſon, the late Count 7Poniatowſki, 
who firſt raiſed the family from obſcurity, 
was not only a very diſtinguiſhed and cele- 
brated perſon, uncommonly graceful in his 
figure, but endowed with great qualities of 
mind. When young, he married a noble 
lady of high extraction, the Counteſs 
Oginſka, though the marriage was never 
'AVOW ed, nor was ſhe known in the world 
by any other name than that of Oginſka. 
He after wards became colonel of theSwediſh 
guards of Staniſlaus Leezinſki, King of 
Poland; accompanied Charles the Twelfth 
:at the unfortunate battle of Pultowa; and 
eminently contributed to ſave that monarch, 
after the action, from falling into the hands 
of the Czar Peter, hy his perſonal exertions, 
Which Voltaire has commemorated and: im- 
bonls! 8 mortalized. 
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mortalized. On his return from Bender to 
his native country, Poniatowſki, about the 
year 1720, eſpouſed the Princeſs Conſtantia 
Czartoriſka, ſiſter to the preſent Prince of 
that name. Though ſhe brought him only 
an inconſiderable fortune, and was little 
favoured by nature in the article of perſonal 
beauty, yet the alliance with ſo powerful 
and opulent a family contributed much 
to his elevation. After having taken no 
mean part in the adminiſtration of Poland, 
during the two reigns of Auguſtus the 
Second and Third, under whom he filled 
ſome of the higheſt offices; he died about 
twenty years ago, at an advanced age, 
in eminent N arg his talen and 
1 | 1 | 
Of four es: whom hi: left behind 1 
FP the Princeſs Czartoriſka, his preſent 
Majeſty, Staniſlaus Auguſtus, is the ſecond. 
In the ſpring of the year 1757, when juſt 
twenty-five years old, the intereſt of his 
family procured him from the late King of 
Oy an appointment to the court of 
Dy - Peterſburgh 
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Petetſburgh 3 in a public capacity. He was 
not indeed ſent thither as envoy from the 
Crown and Republici; but as the Miniſter 


of Auguſtus excluſively to the Empreſs 


Elizabeth, in which quality he took an 
oath before his departure, to ſupport and 
maintain the intereſts of the Saxon family. 
They afterwards complained loudly of his 
breach of faith and honor, when they diſ- 
covered that inſtead of endeavouring to 
perpetuate the Poliſh crown in Auguſtus's 
line, which was the great object of his 
miſſion, he had; by his political intrigues 
with the Great Ducheſs, laid the founda- 
tions of his own. future exaltation to that 


dignity. 


Previous to his ſetting out for Ruſſia, he 
obtained, not without difficulty, after much 
ſolicitation on the part of himſelf and his 
friends, the order of knighthood of the 


E White Eagle, then the only one exiſt- 


ing in Poland. A very ſingular circum- 


ſtance took place at his inveſtiture, the 


er of which leaves no doubt of its 
. truth, 
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truth, and which every perſon in War- 
ſaw. with whom I ever converſed on the 
ſubject, is ready to confirm. When the So- | 
vereign confers the order, it is cuſtomary 
with the riband to give likewiſe the Far, 
round which is embroidered. the device. 
The motto of the King, is different from 
that of the en the former being 


100 aff OW vel ioc 


* Fro fide, rege, by: 
| whereas the knights wear it ö 20 _ ; 


: # 1 * 1 
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Pro fide, Reg legs {A Sn e 


_ an accident Wien never happened be- 
fore, inſtead of a tar bearing the device 
as worn by the ſubject, a royal ſtar had been 
given to Count Poniatowſki. The miſtake 
was not immediately diſcovered; but when 
it reached Count, Brubl, the firſt miniſter 
of Auguſtus, he inſtantly redemanded the 
inſignia « of the order, as having been in- 
advertently conferred, and they were of 
courle 1 reſtored. The affair excited much 
remark 
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remark at the time; and when Staniſlaus 
afterwards aſcended the throne, it was re- 
collected, and conſidered as an omen ey his 
future fortune. 7 
Count Poniatowſki, on hie binds at 
Peterſburgh, ſoon became perſonally accept- 
able to the Great Ducheſs Catharine, who 
then led a retired life in the court of Eliza- 
beth, by whom ſhe was not beloved. _ That 
the connexion between her and Staniſlaus 
was of the cloſeſt and tendereſt nature, no 
doubt can be entertained. Even at this 
hour, the King, when he ſpeaks of her to 
thoſe with whom he is unreſerved, men- 
tions her as an object of his warmeſt attach- 
ment as a woman, not leſs than of bis 
admiration and reſpect as a 80 overeign. 
How far, during the period to Which 1 
allude, ſhe might have given him hopes or 
aſſurances of her ſupport whenever the 
crown of Poland ſhould become vacanit, it 
is difficult to ſay with preciſion. Any ſuch 
promiſes could only have been contingent, 


vague, and almoſt viſionary, ſinee er own 
exeluſive 
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excluſive elevation to the throfte of Ruſſia 
was then by no means a probable event. 
Yet, that ſhe did hold out to him ſuch 
proſpects, is univerſally believed and at- 
ſerted here. She ſaw that Elizabeth; who 
declined in health, might not long continue 
to reign. The weakneſs and incapacity of 
Peter, ſhe was likewiſe aware, would pro- 
bably open a way for herſelf to the ſupreme 
power. Auguſtus the Third was ſinking 
in years, and at his death the Ruſſians muſt 
neceſſarily have the preponderating influ- 
ente at Warſaw, in naming a ſucceſſor. 
Under theſe cireumſtances ſhe certainly 
might, and ſhe probably did aſſure him of 
her exertions in his favor, if Fortune 
ſhould, enable her to en. t WORE 
alltance. £53 | 
1 aasee were the nes Miniſters 
of! Stanillaus's carrying on ſome ſecret 
negotiations or projects in concert with the 
Great Ducheſs, to the prejudice of Au- 
guſtus's intereſt, that they recalled him from 
Petotſhumgh.! Prince Charles of Saxony thep 
11 reſided 


44 .*/ MEMOIRS OF THE 


reſided in the court of; Elizabeth, by whom 
he was much cheriſhed and protected. Ca- 
tharine, ineonſolable at the intelligence, con- 
deſcended to apply to the Prince, and be- 
ſought his interpoſition with the King his 
father, to allow Poniatowſki's continuance 
in Ruſſia. He, who was then in high favor 
wich the Empreſs, and recently raiſed by her 
to the dignity of Duke of Courland, re- 
fuſed to gratify the Great Ducheſs, oro 
interfere in favor of her lover. Staniſlaus 
reluctantly quitted Peterſburgh ; but Catha- 
rine never forgave the rejection of her 
requeſt, and ſeverely N b it on the 
Houle of Saxony. 0017 SH fins Ing 
After the deceaſe of Ellzabeth; Feber 1 
Third. during his ſhort reign; extended his 
views to Poland. He had even deftitied the 
crown, whenever it ſhould become vacant, 
for Prince Adam Czartoriſki, couſin by the 
maternal ſide to Staniſlaus ; a young hoble- 
man, who from his deſcent, immenſe ex 
pectations, and alliances, might well pre: 
tend to ſuch an elevation. But the depo- 
59022 ſition 
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new „ Kae and it was — at no > toi 
interval, by the death of Auguſtus the Third, 
who expired at Dreſden in October 1563. 
Catharine inſtantly turned her principal 
attention towards Warſaw. Eleven months 
of Interregnum elapſed before the vacant 
throne was filled; and her choice, however 
it might have been in reality made, long 
appeared to be doubtful. Various Poliſh 
noblemen were propoſed as s candidates: at 
length; Prince Repnih the Ruſſian ambafl 
ſador named Staniſlaus, Count Poniatowiki, 
as the fortunate object of the Empress 
ſelection. It is not my intention to enter 
upon this part of his ſtory, which! is mat- 
ter of hiſtorical publicity. Force having 
overruled the deliberations of the Diet, and 
ſilenced all oppoſition, Staniſſaus wks de- 
clared King. EN is. bad 20 63 a6 

His election might be conſidered in fact 
as not, more illegal than the three pre- | 
ceding ones; in eàeh of which, Saxon, | 
en or Muſcovite troops, aided by 


gold, 
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gold, 3 raiſed the Pretender. 1 cauſe 
they eſpouſed, to. the. throng of anch 
eee was either ee, with= 
drawn; ; or at leaſt better concealed after 
the elevation of the ſucceſsful candidate, in 
whoſe, behalf it had been employed. Ca- 
tharine the Second did not;imitate the mo- 
deration of her predec eſſor the 
Anne, in chis reſpect. Far from meaning 
to render Staniſlaus independent of her 
protection; on the contrary, ſhe clearly 
"manifeſted her intention to, retain, him in 
ber immediate dependence, and to govern 
Poland as a province, under the forms of a 
free Republic. Her troops, quartered in 
the vicinity of Warſaw, equally awed, the 
Sovereign whom ſhe had created, and the 
nation which ſhe oppreſſed. Accuſtomed 
as the Poles had always been to external 
interference, they were not broken down to 
ſlavery. Reſiſtance, confederations, inſur- 
rections, and civil war under every form, 
laid waſte the country; While the King 

remained 
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remained a paſſive or a helpleſs ſpectator of 
the multiplied calamities ee on his 
unfortunate ſubjects. 4603-5 ami Sie! 
The firſt" years of d ag, Rom ruf 
to 176% were nevertheleſs devoted almoſt 
entirely to pleaſure nid diſſipation 3 a con- 
duct the more culpable and cenſurable, as 
he had alan; paſſed the period of humam 
life, at which the violence of the paſſions 
may be pleaded in excuſe. When erowned 
in November 1764, he wanted only two 
months of thirtyl three years complete. In- 
ſtead of adopting meaſures which indicated 
vigour of mind, and which might eventually 
lead to his emancipation, Staniſſaus conz 
firmed his political chains, by manifeſting 
a diſpoſition at once yielding, indolent, aud 
ſubmiſſive. No economy was obſerved in 
his expences, and no limits affixed to his 
profuſion. Three parties, on his acceſſion, 
diſputed the government of the new mo- 
narch. At the head of the firſt were his two 
uncles, the Princes Czartoriſki, whoſe. ad- 
vanced age, high rank, and character, ſeemed 
nee : | to 
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to point them out as the proper conduQors . 
of their nephew. They did in fact enjoy for 
ſome time, a conſiderable degree of power 
and influence. The ſecond faction conſiſted 
of his Majeſty” s three brothers; the Great 

amberlain, the General, and the Abbe, 
dow Biſhop of Ploczko. The, third, was, 
compoſed. of the ladies of the court, among 
whom che principal. figure was the Princeſs; | 
Lubomirſka, daughter to Prince Caartoriſki. 
Her perſonal attractions, accompliſhments,: 
and intimate connexion. with the King her 
couſin, gave her an aſcendancy over him, 
which did not tend to Falſe him in the a 
eſtimations... 

While clouds were ee on poſs 
nde; ; regardleſs of futurity, he paſſed the 
greater part of his time among women, 
occupied in purſuits of gallantry, in puerile 
amuſements, or in luxurious exhibitions of 
taſte and magniſicence. Far from acquiring 
in his character of a Sovereign the eſteem 
of his ſubjects, he did not even retain the 
good opinion of the Empreſs; who, it is 

1 evident, 
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evident, Well knew how to appreciate tlie 
qualities and talents of her former lover. 
When Count Rzewulki, who is now Ma- 
rechal de la Cour, was at Peterſburgh ſome 
years ago, Catharine converſing with him 
on the fabje@ of Staniſlaus, Le Roi mon 

*-maitre,” laid Rzewuſki, et prend Henri 
Quatre pour ſon modele;” —* Apparem- 
ment, anſwered the Empreſs, ce n' eſt 
6 que dans ſes foiblefſes qu in veut'! imiter le 

« Roi de France.“ 

Ik the preſent King had pollltl a Aa 
and vigorous mind; if to economy he had 
added policy, deciſion, and energy of cha- 
racter, it is probable that Poland might 
have been preſerved from total ruin. But, 
had he been caſt in ſuch a mould, Catha- 
rine, inſtead of placing him on the throne, 
would ., have ſedulouſly excluded 
him from An obvious means of 
ee 80 d ſupporting himſelf againſt 
the Ruſſian tyranny, was by a foreign matri- 
monial alliance. Its expediency was ſtrong- 
ly ineulcated by his real friends, who 

vol. 11, x „„ 
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urged him to open a. negotiation for the 
purpoſe. It is with, reaſon believed that he 


might have obtained the hand of a princeſs. 


of Saxony. Such a, connexion would per- 


haps have tended eventually to conciliate 


the Cabinet of Vienna, without whoſe ap- 


probation and participation, the diſmember- 


ment of the kingdom eould not have taken 


place. But Staniſlaus never would be in- 


duced to make the requiſite demand to the 
Court of Dreſden. He was diſſuaded from 
it by the ladies who ſurrounded him, and 
who dreaded the extinction of their influ- 
ence on the arrival of a foreign, queen. 
There is not any probability that he will 
now ever, be married; nor if he were, ſo, 
that it could have any political conſequences. 
The deſtiny of Poland is mer. de- 
cided. | 10 

Eazeniainments of themoſt dudied . 
comedies, operas, and all the diverſions 
of an effeminate or diſſolute court, oc- 
eupied every moment, and ſeemed to leave 


lim no time for any ſerious buſineſs. 
MDs 
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Thefe ſpectacles emptied the royal coffers, 
and plunged the King, though his revenue 
was ample, into a ſtate of poverty. Many 
of them coſt very conſiderable ſums, and 
in taſte might vie with the moſt ſplendid 
exhibitions of the laſt or preſent century. 
The courtiers in their turn gave ſimilar en- 
tertainments for the amuſement of the So- 
vereign, A grandſon of Auguſtus the Se- 
cond, Count Moſzinſki, (with whoſe mother 
I am well acquainted at Dreſden,) was con- 
ſtituted at once favourite, miniſter, and di- 
rector of the royal pleaſures. He poſſeſſed 
great delicacy of fancy; his prodigality 
knew no bounds; and after having expend- 
ed his whole fortune in a ſhort time, 
he now ſubſiſts' wholly on the bounty of 
Staniſlaus. In one of the ſuperb fetes 
given by Moſzinſki to his maſter, there 
ſeems to have been combined every variety, 
which an elegant imagination could inyent 
or aſſemble. Mr. Wroughton, who was 
| preſent at moſt or all of them, favoured me 
with a deſcription of the one in queſtion, 

E 2 | which 
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which I ſhall repeat, as it will convey to 
you ſome idea of Poliſh manners and mag- 

nificence, 
It took place in ane and conſiſted 
of ſixty perſons; thirty of each ſex. After 
a ſumptuous repaſt, a comedy was per- 
formed in a building conſtructed expreſsly 
for the occaſion. The whole company, 
habited in fancy dreſſes, next embarked in 
barges on the Viſtula, attended by bands 
of muſic. An iſland, fortified and defended 
by women in the dreſs of Amazons, the 
Queen at their head, having preſented itſelf 
to the view, a mock combat enſued,” in 
which the King was the principal aſſail- 
ant. They did not however make a long, 
or an obſtinate reſiſtance; and Hyppolita, 
followed by her female train, laid their 
ſpears at the feet of the royal Theſeus ; 
for whoſe diverſion they then exhibited 
an opera. A ſupper and a ball ſucceeded : 
' while on other iſlands in the ſtream of 
the Viſtula, were diſplayed fire-works and 
illuminations. It muſt be admitted that 
nothing 


COURT OF BERLIN, etc. 53 


nothing more claſſically elegant could 
have been given by the Princes of the 
Houſe of Medicis, at Piſa or at Florence. 
But ſuch amuſements were ill ſuited to 
Staniſlaus's pecuniary reſources. The ex- 
pence of the evening did not fall ſhort of 
near ſix thouſand pounds ſterling; and in 
the courſe of one year, the King laid out 
about forty-five thouſand pounds in theatri- 
cal or muſical exhibitions. 

Mr. Wroughton, who had known Staniſ- 
laus in a private ſtation, and had always lived 
with him on terms of the moſt intimate 
familiarity, beheld with regret his pro- 
fuſion, and determined to remonſtrate with 
him. Uſing the freedom of an old and 
faithful friend, he ventured to repreſent to 
his Majeſty the imprudence of ſuch ex- 
pence, which while it 1mpoveriſhed him- 
ſelf, obliged no one. The King was far from 
being offended ; but he attempted to juſtify 
it as political, ſince it tended to render him 
popular, by conciliating the affections of his 
ſubjects. I imitate,” ſaid he, © my great 

5, .  * pon. 
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4 predeceſſor Auguſtus the Second, one of 
* the moſt amiable of princes, who diſplay- 
« ed the ſame profuſion from ſimilar mo- 
1 tives.” It was in vain that the Engliſh 
Miniſter endeavoured to convince him how 
ill the precedent applied: Staniſlaus conti- 
nued incorrigible. He laviſhed immenſe 
ſums at the ſame time, in conſtructing a 
palace at Ujaſdow, which I went to ſee 
ſome days ago, and which exhibits at this 
moment a monument of folly and prodi- 
gality. Ujaſdow ſtands on a hill, about 
three quarters of a mile from Warſaw, and 
was begun by Auguſtus the Second; at 
whoſe deceaſe it fell to a Prince of the Lu- 
bomirſki family, from whom it was pur- 
chaſed by Staniſlaus. However incredible 
it may appear, there is no doubt that he 
has expended above two hundred thouſand 
pounds on the edifice. It is a prodigious 
pile of building, reſembling more a con- 
vent than a palace, unfiniſhed, ruinous, 


and will probably remain for ever unin- 


habited. | 
In 
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In the midſt of theſe occupations, if ſuch 
they can be deemed, Poland became a ſcene of 
mortality, inſurrection, and carnage. Many 
thouſand perſons were carried off by the 
plague.” The confederate nobles, who main- 
rained the illegality of the King's election, 
endeavoured at once to depoſe him, and to 
expel their oppteſſors the Ruſſians. Saxony 
furniſhed them pecuniary ſupplies, and the 
plunder of ſuch provinces or towns as 
refuſed to join them, contributed to ſup- 
port their troops The cabinet of Berlin 
fanned the flames|whilePrance and Auſtria 
extended to che inſubgents indirect aſſiſt- 
ance in men or in money. But, tlibugh 
embarraſſed by the war in which ſhe; was 
engaged with the Turks, Catharine re- 
preſſed the Poles, cut in pieces their confe - 
deracies, and aſſerted her ſuperiority. To ſo 
wretched a ſtate was the country reduced, 
that Staniſlaus hardly eſteemed himſelf. ſafe 

in Warlaw ; and at the diſtance of a league 
from the metropolis in every direction, 
had he ventured ſo far, he would have been 


£5 carried 
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carried; off by the rebels. His ſituation 
was, it muſt be owned, the moſt helpleſs and 
humiliating: ſince he owed his crown ſolely 
to the. Ruſhans, and a murmur. on his part 
againſt their edeſſes, might precipitate him 
from the eminence to which they had raiſed 
him. Even his remonſtrances to them 
againſt the outrages which they committed, 

were treated with ee, NR win 
indifference. K. % n 
On the other W ee 3 
itſelf in the affection or loyalty of his ſub- 
jects. To the canfederates,-as they denied 
his title, and deteſted his perſon, he could 
not fly for refuge. Such was their anti- 
pathy to him, that they reſolved to put 
him to death, as the primary author of the 
calamities of his country, and as a man 
wholly dependent on Catharine the Second, 
their enemy and their tyrant. They exe- 
cuted their purpoſe in part, with aſtoniſh- 
ing audacity and ſucceſs; though it is dif- 
ficult to ſay what benefit could have ac- 
crueũ to them, or to Poland, from the de- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction of Staniſlaus, if it had been 
effected. The Empreſs would eaſily have 
ſubſtituted in his place another phantom of 
royalty, had ſuch a one been requiſite; and 
her victorious forces would not leſs have 
ſuppreſſed every effort on their part at eman- 
cipation. The attempt to aſſaſſinate the 
King, was in itſelf an event ſo extraordinary, 
and all the circumſtances attending it are 
ſo incredible, that J ſhall gives it in detail 
from indiſputable authorities. 
Pulawſki, a Poliſh nobleman, 8 * com- 
manded one of the many bodies of the 
confederate troops, by which the country 
was then ravaged and deſolated, firſt ſet 
on foot the enterpriſe to aſſaſſinate Staniſ- 
laus. He is acknowledged by the Ruſſians 
themſelves, to have been a leader of eminent 
military talents, which he diſplayed on a 


variety of occaſions. Having choſen three 
chiefs for conducting the attempt, named 
Lukawſki, Strawinſki, and Koſinſki, he 
allowed them to ſelect thirty- ſeven other 
aſſociates for its execution, the whole band 

being 
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being about forty in number. Willing to 
add the ſolemnity of a religious obligation 
to the motives of intereſt, the enthuſiaſm 
of party ſpirit, and the hopes of reward; 
Pulawſki made the three | chiefs take an 
oath, their hands joined between his, either 
to deliver the King alive into his poſſeſſion, 
or in caſe that ſhould be impoſſible, to put 
him to death. This ceremony took place 
at the town of Czeſtochow, in Great Po- 
land. Durini, who is now Vice-legate at 
Avignon, and who was then the papal 
Nuncio at the Court of Warſaw, being at 
Czeſtochow, lent his ſanction to the enter- 
priſe. Inſtigated by, furious -zeal againſt 
the Diſſidents, whom he deteſted as heretics, 
and believed to be protected by Staniſlaus ; 
he even proceeded further, and beſtowed 
his benediction on the weapons delivered to 
the conſpirators. The preſent age ſcarcely 
can furniſh ſo ſtriking an inſtance of ſan- 
guinary bigotry, which reſembles rather 
the ſpirit of the times of Catharine of Me- 
dicis, than the character of a period diſtin- 
guiſhed 


\ 
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guiſhed for religious toleration, and . 
indifference. 

The conſpirators, thing doubly furniſhed 
with ſpiritual and temporal arms, left Czeſ- 
tochow, and ſet our for Warſaw, But it 
was by no means eaſy to obtain entrance 
into the city, which, though not fortified, 
was ſurrounded with lines thrown up to 
prevent the introduction of the plague; and 
at different parts of which, Ruſſian or 
Poliſh ſentinels were ſtationed. In order 
to ſurmount the impediment, they had re- 
courſe to ſtratagem. On the ſecond of 
November 1771, they diſguiſed themſelves 
as peaſants; their ſaddles, arms, and clothes 
being concealed under the hay which they 
brought in waggons. The artifice com- 
pletely ſucceeded; and as their numbers 
expoſed them every moment to diſcovery, 
it was determined not to poſtpone the exe- 
cution of the attempt. Circumſtances par- 
ticularly favourable, enabled them to pro- 

ceed to action on the following night. 


The 
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The King, upon that evening, which 
happened to be a Sunday, the third of 
November, had paid a viſit to his uncle, 
Prince Czartoriſki, grand chancellor of Li- 
thuania. Between nine and ten o'clock he 
ſet out to return to the palace, which is not 
much more than a quarter of a mile diſtant, 
through the moſt frequented and populous 
ſtreets of Warſaw. The night was ex- 
tremely dark, and as I have already ob- 
ſerved, the capital of Poland has no lamps. 
Staniſlaus had in the coach with him an 
aid- de- camp of the name of Poniatowſki, 
a diſtant relation of his family; and about 
fifteen or ſixteen attendants accompanied 
the carriage, ſome of whom were armed 
with ſwords or ſabres. Scarcely had he 
proceeded two hundred paces from Prince 
Czartoriſki's, when the coach was ſur- 
rounded by a band of men, who com- 
manded the poſtillion ro ſtop on pain of 
inſtant death. They, at the ſame' time, 
fired a number of ſhots into the carriage, 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral of which paſſed through his Majeſty' 8 

fur cloak. I have examined it, and ſeen 
the holes made in it by the bullets, which 
_ ſufficiently atteſt the magnitude of the dan- 
ger. It ſeems almoſt miraculous that he 
ſhould have then eſcaped. without a wound 
of any kind. 2 


Among the train of attendants who fol- 
lowed the coach, only one, a Heyduque, 
attempted to reſiſt, or to defend his maſter. 
He was ſhot in that gallant act, and expired 
next morning of the wound which he re- 
ceived. I ought not to omit that he was a 
proteſtant, and that the King allows a pen- 
ſion to his widow and family, But his 
example was not imitated by any other 
of the perſons preſent, who flying in dif- 
ferent directions, abandoned their Sove- 
reign to his fate, Even the aide-du-camp, 
who had the honour to be ſeated with Sta- 
niſlaus in the carriage, and who bore the 
ſame name, ignominiouſly forſook him, and 
concealed himſelf from the rage of the | 
aſſaſſins, by taking ſhelter under a little 

| wooden 


N 
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wooden bridge laid acroſs the gutter of the 
ftreet. He is become, as he merited, uni- 
verſally deſpicable, and now lives obſcurely 
in Lithuania. | fon 
Meanwhile the King, who ſeems never 
to have loſt his preſence of mind through- 
out the whole tranſaction, finding that he 
was left nearly alone in the midft of the 
ruffians, opened the door of the carriage, 
with deſign to effect, if poſſible, his eſcape. 
The darkneſs of the night favoured the 
attempt, and he had already got out of the 
coach, when the aſſaſſins ſeized him by the 


hair, exclaiming in Poliſh, with horrible 


execrations, © We have thee now: thy 
hour is come!” One of them diſcharged 
a piſtol at him ſo cloſe, that he felt the heat 
of the flaſh ; while another cut him ſo ſe- 


verely acroſs the head with his ſabre, that 


it penetrated to the ſkull. They then laid 
hold of .his Majeſty by the collar, and two 


among them mounting on horſeback, drag- 


ged him along the ground between their 
horſes, at full gallop, for near five hundred 
paces, 
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paces, through the ſtteets off Warſaw. 
However wonderful it may appear, they 
met with no impediment or oppoſition. 
A. Ruſſian ſentinel, at ſome diſtance from 
the place where they firſt ſtopped and 
ſeized the King, hearing a noiſe, called to 
them; but, as they anſwered, or pretended 
to anſwer in his own language, he allowed 
them to paſs, conceiving them to be a Ruſs 
patrole. Ke d 15 8 
All was confuſion and diſorder during 
this time at the Palace, where the ſcattered 
and terrified domeſtics had carried the 
alarm. The foot-guards ran immediately 
to the ſpot whence Staniſlaus had been 
forced away; but, finding nothing ex- 
cept his hat all bloody, and the bag of 
his hair, they concluded that he was mur- 
dered. Throughout the capital, univerſal 
conſternation prevailed, and the conſpira- 
tors profited of the terror, to bear away 
their prize. Perceiving however, that he 
was not able to follow them longer on 
foot, and tRat he had already almoſt loſt 
| vs | his 
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his reſpiration, from the violence with 
which they had dragged him along, they 
ſet him ' on. horſeback. They then re- 
doubled their ſpeed, from the fear of being 
overtaken. Arriving at the ditch or lines 
drawn round Warſaw, they compelled him 
to leap his horſe acroſs, in performing 
which the animal fell twice, and at the 
ſecond fall broke his leg. Regardleſs of 
the circumſtance, they immediately mount- 
ed his Majeſty on another, covered as he 
was with blood and dirt. 11.204 


The principal difficulties of the epi 
ſeemed now to be at an end, ſince they 
had got clear of the metropolis: but the 
darkneſs of the night, which had hitherto 
facilitated its ſucceſs, impeded its comple- 
tion; and the precipitation of the chiefs, 
who, inſtead of terminating the buſineſs, 
were anxious to claim their reſpective ſhares 
of merit in its execution, finally extricated 
the King. No ſooner had he paſſed the 
lines, than they all fell upon him, and 
began to plunder him; Lukawſki tearing off 

with 
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with his own hand the riband of the order 
of the © Black Eagle,” which Staniſlaus 
wore round his neck, and the diamond croſs 
appendant to it. His motive for this act 
of violence was not ſo much to poſſeſs 
himſelf of the King's effects; as to prove 
to Pulawſki and the confederates, that 
Staniſlaus was a priſoner in their hands, and 
already on his way to the army. The riband 


of the Black Eagle,” which had been 


conferred by the King of Pruſſia on his 
Poliſh Majeſty when Count Poniatowſki, 

would be, he conceived with , reaſon, an 
inconteſtable evidence to his employers. 
Lukawſki then quitted the King, as did 
Strawinſki, and a great number of their 
followers, who carried the intelligence to 
their reſpective leaders; leaving Staniſlaus 
in the cuſtody of Kofinſki, and ſix of the 
band. Of all the articles in his Majeſty's 
pockets, only his tablets eſcaped their ra- 
pacity ; and he requeſted of them to leave. 
him his handkerchief, which they did 
without difficulty. 


VOL. 11. 7 After 
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After the departure of Lukawſki, and ſo 
many of his aſſociates, the remaining con- 
ſpirators, headed by Kofinſki, continued 
their flight ; but, as they could diſtin- 
guiſh nothing on account of the darkneſs, 
and were beſides unacquainted with the 
ground, they knew not which way to 
direct their courſe. At every ſtep, from 
the inequality, or the ſlippery nature of 
the fields, through which they wandered, 
the horſes were unable to keep their legs: 
they therefore obliged the King to follow 
them on foot with only one ſhoe, the 
other being loſt in the dirt. Finding, never- 
theleſs, that they only ſtrayed through | 
the meadows, and apprehenſive of being 
overtaken, they again placed him on horſe- 
back, two of them holding him each by 
the hand, and a third leading his horſe by 
the bridle. From che time of their paſſing 
the lines, the inferior conſpirators inceſ- 
. ſantly « demanded of Koſinſki, whether the 
moment was not arrived in which to put 
the King to death. Their demands be- 
came more eager and clamorous, in propor- 
7M tion 
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tion to the increaſe of the difficulties which 
ſeemed to prevent their eſcape. 
It is impoſſible, on a review of the whole 
n not to allow that Staniflaus 
was cool and maſter of himſelf, under cir- 
cumſtances ſo calculated to bereave him, or 
any man, of his uſual. recolleQion. Per- 
ceiving that his conductors were taking a 
path which would lead them to a village 
named Burakow, in which ſome Ruſſians 
were ſtationed, he warned them not to 
enter it, and apprized them of the danger. 
This intimation, which at firſt ſight appears 
| to have been ſo extraordinary, was never- 
theleſs dictated by admirable good ſenſe. 
He apprehended, not without reaſon, that 
being aſſailed by a Ruſſian» guard, the aſ- 
ſaſſins would inſtantly complete their work; 
and after cutting him to pieces with their 
ſabres, conſult their own ſafety in flight. 
By giving them notice of the riſk that they 
incurred, he in ſome degree gained their 
confidence. In effect, he remarked that his 


cohdact i ſeemed to ſoften them, as it implied 
F 2 that 
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that he did not meditate to make his eſcape 
out of their hands. The attitude in which 
he was held down on the ſaddle, becoming 
ſo painful as to be quite inſupportable, he 
entreated of them. at leaſt to allow him to 
fit more at his eaſe, to mount him on an- 
other horſe, and to give him a boot. They 
gratified him in his requeſts; and con- 
tinuing their progreſs, as chance directed, 
acroſs almoſt impaſſable lands, they arrived 
at the entrance of the wood of Bielany, 
only a league diſtant from Warſaw. 

That metropolis meanwhile: preſented a 
ſcene of general confuſion, no one knowing 
what road the aſſaſſins had taken, and many 
conceiving that it was more dangerous to 
purſue, than to allow them to carry off 
their prey; ſince if overtaken, they would 
infallibly maſſacre the King in the firſt in- 
ſtance. Several of the Nobility mounted, 
nevertheleſs, their horſes, and following the 
track of the conſpirators as well as they 
were able, got to the place where Staniſlaus 
had paſſed the lines. There they found his 
ET « Pelifle,” 
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4 Pelifſe,” which had been left behind in 
the precipitation of his flight; it was pierced 

with, holes made by the bullets or ſabres, 
and ſtained with blood in many parts. 
After ſuch teſtimonies, little doubt could 
be entertained that its owner was no more, 
and the King's death was univerſally con- 
ſidered as certain. 


During this time he ſtill remained in 
the hands of Koſinſki, and his fix aſſo- 
ciates, who continued to advance with him 
into the wood of Bielany, when they were 
ſuddenly hailed by a Ruſſian patrole. They 
immediately held a fort of council; at the 
end of which, four diſappeared. The other 
three forced him to diſmount and walk; but 
ſcarcely had a quarter of an hour elapſed, 
before a ſecond Ruſſian guard challenged 
them. Terrified at the danger, the two 
inferior conſpirators fled, leaving Staniſlaus 
alone with Koſinſki ; who holding his ſabre 
over the King, menaced him with death, if 
he attempted delay or reſiſtance.  Over- 
come with fatigue, added to the pain of his 
F 3 bruiſes, 
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bruiſes, he only implored his conductor 


to ſtop, and to ſuffer him to take a mo- 


ment's repoſe. But Koſinſki refuſed; at 
the ſame time informing him that beyond 
the wood they ſhould find a carriage. Thus 
compelled, they proceeded together till they 


found themſelves at the gate of the convent 


of Bielany. | 
His Majeſty now began to conceive 
ſome hopes of extricating himſelf, which 
were increaſed by perceiving that his con- 
ductor, who wandered without knowing 
where he was, ſeemed to be loſt in thought, 
and agitated by reflections. Deſirous to 
profit of theſe ſymptoms of irreſolution, he 
faid to Koſinſki, I ſee you are embarraſſed 
* which way to proceed; let me therefore 
enter the convent of Bielany, and do you 
« provide for your own ſafety.” —* No,“ 
replied he, I have ſworn.” They con- 
tinued to walk on in ſilence till they came 
to Mariemont, a ſmall palace belonging to 
the Elector of Saxony, not more than two 
miles from Warſaw. Koſinſki expreſſed 
110 1 ſome 
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ſome ſatisfaQtion at recogniſing the place, 
and the King till earneſtly requeſting a mo- 
ment's reſt, the other at length conſented. 
They fat down on the ground together; 
Staniſlaus endeavouring to improve the 
time, in order to ſoften his conductor, 
and induce him to —_—_— or n Ws 
eſcape. 

To this end he grant to ) Koſinſki 
the atrocity of the crime which he com- 
mitted, in having undertaken to murder 
his Sovereign, and the invalidity of any 
oath adminiſtered to him, for the perpe- 
tration of ſo heinous an offence. In 're- 
ply the other alledged, that far from be- 
ing the protector of his people, Staniſlaus 
acted as their oppreſſor; and he particu» 
larly enumerated ſome recent acts of go- 
vernment, which in their operation were 
not leſs pernicious than they were cruel. 
The unfortunate King admitted the fact ; 
but in his- juſtification aſſured Koſinſki, 
that the meaſures alluded to, were carried 
into execution by a ſtronger power than 

F 4 his; 
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his; namely the authority of the Baron 
de Stackelberg, the Ruſſian embaſſador. 
It was no longer ago than this very day,” 
added he, © that I took him aſide at the 
« drawing-room, and remonſtrated with 
him for ſome time, upon the ſeverity of 
„ the orders in queſtion.” That may 
© be true,” anſwered Koſinſki; for 1 
«© was myſelf at Court this morning, con- 


„ cealed among the crowd; and I re- 


* marked that you was for ſome minutes 
« engaged in earneſt conyerſation at the 
« window, with the Ruſſian Miniſter.” 
This incident ſeemed to make ſuch an 
impreſſion on his mind, that he even 
let drop expreſſions of concern and re- 
morſe ; but ſuddenly recolleting himſelf, 
« If,” ſaid he, © I ſhould conſent, and con- 


duct you back to Warſaw, what will be 


„ the conſequence? 1 ſhall be taken and 
« executed.” The reflection plunged him 
into new irreſolution. I give you my 
« word of honour,” anſwered Staniſlaus, 


“ that no harm ſhall happen to you; but 
3 
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<« if you doubt my promiſe, eſcape while 
« there is ſtill time! I can find my way to 
« ſome place of ſecurity, and I will cer- 
« tainly direct your purſuers to take the 
“ contrary road to that which you have 
* choſen.” Touched by ſo generous an 
aſſurance, Koſinſki, already ſhaken, could 
no longer contain his emotions: he threw 
himſelf at the King's feet, implored his 
Majeſty's forgiveneſs for the crime which 
he had been led to commit, and ſwore to 
defend him againſt every enemy, relying 
totally on his generoſity for pardon and 
preſervation. The King reiterated his 
engagements of protection. Judging how- 
ever, that it would be prudent to gain ſome 
aſylum without delay, and recollecting 
that there was a mill at a little diſtance, he 
immediately made towards it. They ar- 

rived at the door in a few minutes. 
Koſinſki, by the King's deſire, knocked, 
but no anſwer was returned. He then 
broke a pane of glaſs in the window, and 
entreated that they would afford ſhelter 
to 
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to a nobleman ' who had been plundered 
by robbers. The maſter of the hut per- 


emptorily refuſed, ſuppoſing them to be 


banditti, and for above half an hour con- 
tinued to perſiſt in his denial of opening 
the door. Staniſlaus therefore at length 
approached, and ſpeaking through the 


broken pane, endeavoured to perſuade the 
miller to admit him under the roof; add- 


ing, If we were robbers, as you appre- 
“ hend, it would be eaſy for us to uſe vio- 
„ lence, and to break the whole'window, 
« inſtead of one pane.” The argument 
prevailed ; they opened the door, and ad- 
mitted him. He immediately wrote on 
his tablets, which had accidentally eſcaped 
the rapacity of the aſſaſſins, a few lines to 
General Cocceii, Colonel of the firſt regi- 
ment of foot- guards. They were literally 
as follows: Par une eſpece de miracle je 


ſuis ſauvé des mains des aſſaſſins. Je 


« ſuis ici, au petit moulin de Mariemont. 


Vene au plutòt, me tirer d'ici. Je ſuis 


„ blefſe, mais pas fort.” It was not with- 


out 
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out the utmoſt difficulty that he could per- 
ſuade any one to carry the note to War- 
ſaw; as the people of the mill ſtill believed 
him to be, What he profeſſed himſelf, a 
gentleman who had been attacked and 
wounded by robbers. ' Koſinſki offered to 
reſtore to his Majeſty every thing which he 
had taken from his perſon, but Staniſlaus 
left him all, —_— the blue riband of the 
„White Eagle.“ os ; 

On the arrival of the n at Wars | 
ſaw, the general joy, heightened by aſto- 
niſhment, was incredible. General Cocceii, 
accompanied by a detachment of the guards, 
rode inſtantly to the mill, where he found 
Koſinſki ſtanding at the door with his 
ſabre drawn, who admitted him as ſoon as 
he recognized his perſon. A ſcene equally 
curious and affecting took place on his en- 
trance into the hut. The firſt object which 
preſented itſelf, was the King ſtretched on 
the floor, covered with the miller's cloak, 
ſunk into a ſort of ſleep or of inſenſibility, 
cauſed by fatigue. Cocceii threw himſelf 


at 
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at his Majeſty's feet, calling him his So- 
vereign, and kiſſing his hand. It was 
then for the firſt time, that the miller and 
his family diſcovered the quality of their 
gueſt; and they ſoon followed the example 
of the General, by throwing themſelves 
on their knees. I have heard General 
Coccen relate theſe circumſtances, and 1 
have been at the mill itſelf, rendered cele- 
lebrated by ſo extraordinary an event: it is 
a wretched Poliſh hovel, remote from any 
houſe. Staniſlaus has gratefully recom- 
penſed its owner, by building him a mill 
upon the Viſtula, and en to it a ſmall 
penſion. 

About five o'clock in the morning, the 
King arrived in Cocceii's carriage, at his 
palace in the capital. Scarcely would the 
people credit the evidence of their ſenſes, 
when they ſaw him return, or believe that 
he was ſtill alive. Nothing could in fact 
be more wonderful, or more contrary 
to all probability. His wound, though 
deep, was not dangerous, and he ſoon re- 
| | covered. 
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covered the perſonal” bruiſes and injuries 


which he had ſuffered on that memorable. 


night. But he long preſerved, and ſtill re- 
tains the impreſſion made on his mind, by 
ſo deſperate an attempt. Well aware how 
much the Confederates deteſted, and con- 
ſidered him as the author of the calamities 


of Poland, he had always entertained appre- 


henſions that their vengeance would aim at 
his life. Even now he cannot be con- 
ſidered as exempt from _— or e tes 


misfortunes. 


On the day cabdequent to his affuſl ination, 
Mr. Wroughton haſtened to: congratulate 
him on his eſcape ;. and Staniſlaus related 
to him the tranſaction, in nearly the ſame 
words which I have uſed. Then taking 


him by the hand, I always believed,” 


ſaid he, © my dear Wroughton, that the 
« Confederates would execute what you 


have witneſſed, and I have proved but 


* too right in my conjecture. Yet, merely 
« for my life I was not afraid, from the 
“ moment that inſtead of diſpatching me, 

(e a8 


78 N - MEMOIRS. OF THE 


« as they might have done, I found that 
* the Conſpirators carried me out of the 
city. I imagined indeed, that their inten- 
« tion was to conduct me to the confe- 
&, derate army, and to put me to death: 
but I nouriſhed ſome faint. hopes, that 
* if I could convince- them IL had never 
e merited their hatred, I might ſucceed: in 
« winning them over to my ſide. I even 
e ſqueezed Koſinſki's hand in mine, while 
she plundered-me of my effects; hopeful 
to awaken in him ſentiments of- loyalty, 
“ or of compaſſion.” - Staniſlaus; who knew 
his countrymen well, relied not without 
reaſon, on the levity, flexibility, and in- 
conſiſtency of character Wali ge 
the Poles as a nation. Wy 

It is hardly to be credited, that of es 
chiefs to whom the enterprize was intruſted, 
two ſhould quit him at the moſt critical 
moment, in order to carry the intelligence 
to their employers, inſtead of fulfilling the 
object of their attempt; and that the third 


ſhould be won over by Staniſlaus, to con- 
| | duct 
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duct him Vack to his capital. Nor is it 
more eaſy to conceive how men, when 
once worked up by enmity and fanaticiſm 
to undertake ſuch a crime, ſhould leave it 
incomplete, after all the difficulties attend- 
ing it were ſurmounted. Damien, who 
failed in his attack; on Louis the Fifteenth; 
and the Duke d' Aveiro, who equally miſ- 
carried in his conſpiracy to deſtroy the late 
King of Portugal, were unable fully to 
accompliſh their deſign. But the Poliſh 
aſſaſſins, after vanquiſhing every obſtacle, 
and carrying off their prey with unexampled 
ſucceſs, liberated him either by their preci- 
pitancy, their cowardice, or their repeats! 
ande. Had he once been brought to the 
camp of the confederate Generals, there 
can be no doubt that he would have ſuf- 
fered death: perhaps aun Charles 
the Firſt of England. '- . + :; 5 
I return to the FAN of the. ape 
Koſinſki, to whom Staniſlaus owed his pre- 
ſervation, was a man of mean extraction, 
born in the Palatinate of Cracow, having 
aſſumed 
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aſſumed the name of Koſinſki, which. is that 
of a noble Poliſh family. By his ſervices 
in the confederate army, he had riſen to the 
rank of an officer under the command of 
Pulawſki. While the two other aſſociated 
chiefs remained with him, he continued 
unſhaken in his purpoſe; but from the mo- 
ment of his being abandoned by them, he 
began to waver in his determination, and 
to entertain ideas of preſerving the King. 
The oath which he had taken, and the be- 
nediction given to the enterprize by the 
Nuncio, long operated nevertheleſs, in 
ſuſtaining his reſolution. Even after he 
had conducted the King in. ſafety to War- 
ſaw, he expreſſed more than once, his 
doubts of the rectitude of his paſt con- 
duct, and a degree of concern for having 
deceived his employers. He was therefore 
detained under a very ſtrict guard, and 
obliged to give evidence againſt ' his two 
companions, .. Lukawſki and Strawenſki, 
who being both taken ſoon afterwards, were 
dt) priſoners to Warſaw. . The former 
- Was 


couRT 67 säen, . 1 
Was 1 4 in a cottage, hill in bed. wath 
his miſtreſs. Both . were Jolemnly tried, 
and adjudged, to die; but;at;the. King's in: 
terceſſion with. the Diet, they conſented to 
mitigate, the eruel part of the. ſentenee. 
Inſtead. of inflicting; on the two, ;chitefs, 
the variety of tortures which the nw of 
Poland: enact againſt regicides, they Were 
ſimply beheaded. 8 8. equallyn it 
terpoſed his intereſt; to wr from m gapital 
puniſhment, .. ſeveral of the inferior: D 
ſpirators. They were only condemned ita 


work during life on the foxtifications."af 
Kaminieck in Podolia, Where they are at 


this time. 7 18010 tt) 111771 99; 02 591 dms 


| Throughout the whale, period of his de- 
tention, Lukawſki, behaved with fixmneſs 
and compoſure, neyerananjfeſtingany;ſymp- 


toms of weakneſs or pufillanjmity, , Heſaf 
fered at the fame hour with Strawenfki ; and 


Mr. Wroughton, Who ſaw, them both, die, 
has aſſured me, that nothing could: exceed 
the dignity with which. the: former ſub- 
mitted to his fate. When led out to the 
| VOL, 11. G | ſcaflold, 
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ſcaffold, hugh his body was much ex- 
tenuated by the ſeverity of his confine- 
ment, diet, and treatment; his ſpirit, un- 
ſubdued; raiſed him above the ignominy 
of an infamous and public execution. He 
had not-been permitted to ſhave his beard 
while'in' priſon, and his drefs correſponded 
with Ris figure; but none of theſe humi- 
lations xbuld depreſs his mind. With in- 
dignatien he refuſed to ſee or to embrace 
Koſinſki, whom he branded with the ap- 
pellation of a Traitor. On arriving at the 
place '6f puniſhment, about a mile from 
Warſaw, he betrayed no unbecoming emo- 
tion; and his harangue to the multitude 
affembled to ſee him die, breathed the ſame ; 
ſpirit” which animated his life. He ex- 
preſſed neither forrow nor contrition for his 
attempt - againſt the King, which he con- 
ſidered as rather meritorious than crimi- 


nä. 'His head was ſevered from his 'body. 


Strawenſki diſplayed equal "indifference, 
and reſigned himſelf in filence to his ſen- 
tenee. e a few days after their 

ene eee, TEE; execution, 


COURT--OF BERLIN; etc. I 


execution, the King ſent away Koſinſki 
into Italy, as his life would probably have 
been unſafe in Poland, after hetraying the 
cauſe in which he had engaged. He now 
reſides at Senigallia in the papal territories, 
and enjoys from his Majeſty an atitinal 


allowance of three hundred ducats. 


To the intended aſſaſſination of Staniſlaus, 
ſucceeded in the following year, the actual 
partition of his dominions: an event, the 
cauſes, completion, and conſequences of 
which, I have already endeavoured to de- 

lineate in a former letter. It was in vain 
that the unfortunate Prince attempted to 


protract the diſmemberment of the country _ 


over which he nominally reigned. His 
ſtruggles only manifeſted to all Europe, the 
helpleſs condition of the Poliſh, Sovereign 
and nation. Conſcious of the perſonal diſ- 
honour that he muſt incur, by ſigning an 
act which equally degraded both, he long 
refuſed to participate in ſuch a proceeding. 
He even gave the Engliſh Miniſter at War- 
ſaw, the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolemn aſſur- 

80 2 ances, 


8 | 7 MEMOIRS or THE 

ances, that he would neither be indueed by 
offers, nor compelled by violence, to ſub- 
feribe ſo humiliating, a renunciation. Þ 
e preſent you my hand,” faid he to Mr. 


Wroughton, in the agony. of his mind; A 


and I authoriſe vou to. inform your 


Court in my name, that I will rather 


ſuffer it to be cut off, than ſubmit to do 
« a deed which Mußt for ever e mY 


44 name and eigne 
The King's ſubſequent W corre- 


ſponded ill with his declarations: after re- 


InQantly ſigning the avowal of the claims 


ſet up by the three Powers, he added his 


confent to the perpetual alienation of the 
ſequeſtered: provinces, from the crown and 
Republic of Poland. We: muſt: not how- 
ever, too ſeverely condemn; him for his 
want of reſolution, which could. only have 
been ruinous to himſelf, without producing 
the ſmalleſt benefit to his country. As his 
refuſal would neceſſarily have coſt him the 
Crown to which he had been raiſed, he 
had not the magnanimity to renounce it, 

and 
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and return into a private ſtation, rather 
than yield to the mandate impoſed on him. 
We might indeed have admired him, if 
he had preferred the alternative of abdicat- 
ing the throne; but, circumſtanced as he 
was, it could ſearcely be expected. A 
ſceptre, even when robbed of its brighteſt 
ornaments, is ftill too intoxicating a poſ- 
ſeſſion to be voluntarily relinquiſhed by 
thoſe, who have been accuſtomed to the 
homage which it excites. Staniſlaus, it 
muſt likewiſe be remembered, was not be- 
loved by the majority of his ſubjects, nor 
would he have found in their allegiance 
and affection any ſteady ſupport. On the 
other hand, Catharine who had elevated 
him to the royal dignity, would infallibly 
have precipitated him from it, if he had re- 
fuſed to comply with her commands. He 
had in fact no choice except ſubmiſſion; 5 
and poſterity will incline rather to pity, 
than to cenſure him, for the involuntary 
part which he ated in the diſmemberment 


of his country. 


+ From 
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From that period to the preſent, Poland 
can ſcarcely with propriety be ſaid to have 
any hiſtory, or any political exiſtence. 
Without commerce, without a foreign 
ally, and without internal force or re- 
yenues adequate to its emancipation ; com- 
preſſed on all ſides by three powerful mo- 
narchies, it ſeems to wait in ſilent expect- 
ation the ſentence of its total extinction. 
The King and the Diet are only empty 
names: Warſaw is governed by Ruſſian 
councils, and ſubjected by Ruſſian troops. 
Even the provinces are torpid; and the 
Confederates, whop ſo long endeavoured ta 
avert the deſtruction of the Republic, have 
only by their imprudent efforts accelerated 
its fall, Such is the fate of a country, which 
under a wiſe government, might have been 
juſtly ranked among the moſt powerful 
European States; which in the courſe of 
the laſt century carried at one time its vic- 
torious arms into the heart of Muſcovy, and 
ſaved Vienna at another, from falling into 
the hands of the Turks; but, which now 

| only 
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only holds out a memorable leſſon to the 

preſent, as well as to future ages. 
The character of Staniſlaus is not one of 
thoſe hard to penetrate, or difficult to de- 
lineate. As a man and an individual, he 
is certainly more amiable, more an object 
of attachment and reſpect, than when con- 
templated in his kingly capacity. His per- 
ſon, from the concurring teſtimony of all 
who knew him in his youth, was hand- 
ſome, graceful, and elegant. Such, Count 
Poniatowſki doubtleſs appeared in the eyes 
of Catharine the Second, when he firſt ar- 
rived at Peterſburgh. But, the graces of 
that period of his life are fled; and within 
the laſt three or four years he is become too 
luſty, though it would be unjuſt to ſay even 

now that he is at all corpulent. He is of 
a middle ſtature, well proportioned, and of 
a manly figure. His face is open, pleaſing, 
and intereſting; the features bold and 
ſtrongly marked, particularly his noſe and 
chin. Staniſlaus's complexion is pale, and 
he wears his own hair, which is of a deep 
G 4 colour, 
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£9lovr, approaching to b black. There is faid 
to be in his caſt of cquntenance, ſomething 
penſiye, and melancholy. At firſt ſight, I 
confeſs, this exgreſſion did not ſtrike me; 
but the ofteger 4 have had opportunities of | 
ſecing and ſtudying him, the more viſible it 
becomes: in profile. it is particularly ap; 
parent. I believe | however, that it 1s 
more the reſult of his actual ſituation, his 
paſt calamities, and. his future proſpects, 
than natural and copgenial to him. In fac, 
whether he caſts his view backwards, or 
directs it forward to the final deſtiny that 
awaits him, how vaſt a train of awful and 
painful reflection muſt neceſſarily open on 
his mind 1 have ſometimes ſeen him ſtand 
in a thoughtfy] attitude, muſing, ſilent, and 

as I could fancy, occupied in conſidering 
his future fate. It is impoſſible not to feel 
for him at ſuch moments, a more than 
Wacken intereſt. 

The King of Poland des not particu- 
larly excel in any of the exerciſes of the 
body; and though he rides pretty well, he 

ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely ever hunts, He ſtill dances the , 
Poloneze dances, but he has left off every 
other kind, above two years. In muſic 
he has no taſte, nor does he poſſeſs even a 
moderate ear. A circumſtance more ſin- 
guhar is, that he never plays at cards. 
Neither his Majeſty, nor any of the Po- 
niatowſki family were ever able to learn 
the common, games of cards, ſo as to attain 
in them a tolerable degree of perfection. 
He is a lover and a patron of all the fine 
arts; but in paintings he has great judg- 


ment, and has collected ſome few valuable 


pieces of the firſt maſters. No Prince was 
ever more gracious, eaſy, and affable in his 
manners and addreſs, which is the reſult of 
natural diſpoſition, not the effect of artifice. 
His converfation is pleaſing, and frequently 
diſplays, without the ſmalleſt affectation, 
extenſive reading. Few individuals ſpeak 
ſo fluently or gracefully the principal Eu- 
ropean languages, Scarcely any Sovereign 
has travelled ſo much as Staniſlaus: thoſe 
who have known him in the different cha- 

racers 


RI 
racters of a private Gentleman and a King, 
=o" univerſally attached” to him; and his 
elevation to a throne has not deprived him 
of the friends, whom he had GE when 
Count Poniatowſki. 
II, after conſidering him as a man, we 
view him as a monarch, he appears to 
ſink in our eſtimation: he 1s amiable, not 
great; engaging, but not impoſing. Defi- 
cient in the ſtrong powers of diſcernment, 
as well as in the vigour of mind which hls 
fituation demanded, he is not calculated 
to ſtem, and Mill leſs to direct the ſtorm; 
by which he has been aſſailed. He may 
be ſaid rather to poſſeſs a lively and pleaſing, 
than a ſolid and penetrating-underſtanding.' 
The facility of his nature expoſes him to 
deception; and the flexibility of his temper 
is abuſed by favorites, who acquire and 
retain an aſcendancy over him. Adulation 
under every form, finds too eaſy an acceſs ; 
peculiarly when, aided by female attractions, 
it aſſumes the maſk of affection. The per- 
ons who ſurround him, availing themſelves 


of 
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of this foible, frequently obtain by impor. 
tunity the recompences due only to merit, 
One of his Poliſh Majeſty's weakneſſes, 
which is flattered with the greateſt ſuccels, 
is his ſuppoſed, reſemblance in the leading 
features of his mind and body, to Henry 
the Fourth of France. The perſonal ſimi- 
larity is much more imaginary than real ; 
but as his forehead, noſe, and chin, are bold 
and prominent, like thoſe of the King of 
Navarre, there is ſufficient on which for 
coeurtiers to found a likeneſs. His gal- 
lantries, his affability, his clemency, his 
aſcending from a private ſtation to a throne ; 
and laſtly, his having, like Henry, eſcaped 
from aſſaſſination: all theſe circumſtances 
are enymerated and inſiſted on as ſtriking 
proofs of a reſemblance between the French 
and the Poliſh Sovereign, Unfortunately 
the parallel fails in more eſſential articles 
of character; in wiſdom, firmneſs, heroic 
valor, diſcernment, and above all in fru- 
gality. | 

It 
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It is believed that, Staniſlaus is by no 

means deficient in perſonal courage, though 
he has never ſeen ſervice, | nor can be ſup- 
poſed to poſſeſs the qualiſications of a man 
educated. in military habits, | He very fre- 
quent) Wears a uniform, and reviews from 
time t time, like other Princes, his guards 
and troops. But his talents are more cal- 
culated for the calm, than the tempeſt; for 
the labour of the cabinet, than the exertions 
of the field. He paſſes much of his time, 
Mut up in his apartments, occupied in writ- 
ing, and engaged in buſineſs of various 
kinds. To theſe employments he ſeems 
adapted ; for he dictates, or compoſes, not 
only with eaſe, but with elegance; and 
his eloquence, when he harangues, 1s at 
once touching, copious, and perſuaſive. So 
conſcious is Staniſlaus of his being unequal 
to, and unfit for his ſituation, that he has 
faid to Mr. Wroughton more than once, 
«© Mon ami, Je ſens que je ne ſuis pas 4 

* ma place: j aurois du ętre Chancelier, et 


non pas Roi.“ 


The 
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The greateſt defect of his character, public 
and bree ebe we ef economy. © His 
niberality<bY' Aipolifioh! which' degenerates 
into profiles Wy, Ind ökbel Him in corititual 
pecuniary Sat Reute 5 ald thou gh bis 8 
venues ar are ample, "RE f TEEN oor, 
As donne eoinpehff 1 the loſs of Power, 
and the diminution of prerogative; the Ruf- 
Hans, aftel tile date diftzein bergen r po- 5 
kand, ineréafed his privace falary from tlie 
State. Ffis Majeſty s clear Jan 4K _— 
at this time, does not fall Hort of two Hun- 
dred* and itt thoufand povitt dt 
All the great "officers of the crown are 
moreover! paid, "hot By him, but by rhe 
Republic. Yet; with fo princely an in- 
come, he has no treaſure, no fund for 
future exigencies ; and ſcarcely can he find 
wherewithal to maintain his dignity, or to 
fupport his houſehold. As there is neither 
order nor ſyſtem in his expences, he is de- 
voured by his family, and impoveriftied 
by his miſtrefſes and attendants. Count 
Rzewuſki, Marechal de la Cour,” who 
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has the direction of the privy purſe, allows 
the King about eighteen hundred pounds 
ſterling a month for his ordinary expen- 


diture. This ſum, which ought to be ade- 


quate to all his wants, is nevertheleſs inſuf- 
ficient, becauſe it is not.managed with pru- 
dence, nor ſuperintended by a judicious 
frugality. 

Staniſlaus, at every period . his life, has 
been remarkable for his gallantry. The 
graces of his perſon, which opened him 
a way to the throne of Poland, rendered 
him early acceptable to the other ſex. They 
continue to retain too great an aſcendant 
over him, and they have completed the 
deſtruction of his finances. He till 
nouriſhes the wiſh to be beloved, and 
women are not wanting to avail themſelves 
of his weakneſs. - Under profeſſions of 
diſintereſted paſſion, they obtain from him 
more than they could gain by the ſale 
of their beauty. Yet his Poliſh Majeſty is 
approaching faſt to the age, when men 
ceaſe to be objects of real attachment, and 

are 
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are uſually the dupes of intereſted love. 
Perhapsthe King does ngt ſufficiently attend 
to this law of nature, from which he is not 
more exempt chan others. Br; 14 1911 
On the ſulyect of his 1 which be 
** numerous and almoſt indiſcriminate, 
I ſhall: ſay little: for many reaſons they 
are better conſigned to oblivion. But Sta- 
niſlaus, though naturally inconſtant and 
changeable, is yet capable of a laſting 
paſſion, After his election to the crown, 
he became attached to the Princeſs C——a, 
one of the moſt beautiful and accompliſhed» 
ladies of Poland. Their attachment was ſo 
far from being private or myſterious, that 
on the contrary all Warſaw witneſſed it. 
During a conſiderable time ſhe reigned in 
his heart without a rival; till confiding im- 
plicitly i in her fondnels, he ventured at length 
to treat her with neglect. . Indignant at 
ſuch uſage, in a moment of reſentment, 
when he leaſt expected it, ſhe broke with 
him, and attached herſelf to Prince Repnin, 
the Ruſſian embaſſador. It was in vain: 
that 
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that Staniſlaus attempted to mollif Her, of 
to awaken her former paſſion: ſhe ſhut her 
door againſt him, refuſed to admit him to 
her preſence, and would never liſten to any 
overtures of reconciliation; He was incon- 
ſolable for a long time, and even abandoned 
himfelf when in private, to the moſt im- 
moderate tranſports of grief or of dejection. 

The King has no natural children avowed 
as ſuch, nor has he had any, male or fenraley 
ſince his elevation to the throne z but whert 
Count Poniatowſki, he had two by a womart 
of very inferior condition, They are both 
abſolutely diſowned, and educated in obſcu- 
rity. He continues to lead however à 
life which may be termed libertine and diſ- 
ſolute, more eſpecially at forty- fix years of 
age, when youth can'be no longer pleaded 
in extenuation. Two females divide his 
time, and occupy his heart at this moment! 
the firſt, Madam Ts, an Italian, though 
now in her wane, is ſtill ELlramery beau- 
tifuk - The other, the Counteſs G, 18 
more re elegant. feminine, and pleafing. In 


— * return 


COURT. OF BERLIN, etc. 97 


return for the favours which they beſtow 
on him, they drain his purſe; and contri- 
bute neither to render him more reſpectable, 
nor probably in fact more happy. 

His Poliſh Majeſty has two brothers, and 
as many ſiſters alive. Prince Caſimir Po- 
niatowſki, the eldeſt, who is near eleven 
years older than the King, unfortunately 
reſembles him in the parts of his character, 
which are by no means models for imitation. 
His diſſipations and his profuſions have re- 
diced him to the neceſſity of alienating the 
high poſt of Great Chamberlain of the 
* Crown,” and have rendered him depend- 
ant on the King for his principal ſupport. 


Prince Poniatowſki has one ſon, named 


Staniſlaus, who is at this time near five- 
and-twenty ; and who at leaſt cannot be 
- accuſed of following the example either of 
his father or his uncle: extravagance is by 
no means his fault, or his characteriſtic. | 
Should the' crown of Poland be continued 
in the family of Poniatowſki, it is on him 
that the Empreſs. of Ruſſia will probably | 

VOL. 11. H cauſe 
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| cauſe it to devolve, whenever it may be- 
come vacant. He certainly entertains hopes 
of aſcending the throne; and with a view 
of facilitating ſo great an object of am- 
bition, he has been not long ſince, in the 
Court of Peterſburgh. All circumſtances 
conſidered, it is however very improbable 
that theſe viſions of royalty- will ever be 
realized, or that the ſceptre will be per- 
petuated in the collateral deſcendants of the 
reigning Sovereign, | 
A dark cloud overſpreads the evening of 
Staniſlaus's life and reign: he feels its 
preſſure, and ſometimes gives vent to the 
agitations of his mind, on the tender ſub- 
ject of his future proſpects. Many times 
has he predicted to Mr. Wroughton, that 
his end will be diſaſtrous and violent. 
Not long ago, graſping the Engliſh Envoy's 
hand, © Ah, mon ami,” ſaid he, je ſuis 
« reſerve pour des nouveaux et des grands 
„ malheurs. Je mourrai comme Charles 
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« Premier d'Angleterre.” Such predictions, 
"wif it is evident, are merely the apprehenſions 
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of a man, who ſees the precarious tenure 
by which he holds his crown; who is ſur- 
rounded by enemies domeſtic as well as 
foreign; and who anticipates as certain, 
| dangers which are only contingent. Yet 
we muſt confeſs, that there is too much 
reaſon to tremble for the fate of Staniſlaus. 
The tempeſts which at preſent ſeem over- 
blown, will probably wake again, and may 
finally overturn both the Sovereign and the 
Republic of Poland. But theſe ſpeculations 
would lead me too far, and I ſhall there- 
fore cloſe my letter. 
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L ET TER XX I. 
Deeline of the Court of Warſaw F nce the acceſſion 
of the preſent King.— Deſcription of Stani/laus's 
wvilla.— General Cocceii.— Proſtitution of honors 
and dignities in Poland. —Venality of the upper 
ranks, —Libertiniſm.— Number, facility, and 
 inflances of divorces. —Virtues of the Poles. — 
Female character. —Elegance of dreſa.— Por- 
trait of a Poliſh wiman of quality. —Heroiſm 
| of the women. —Military forces. —Environs of 
Warſaw.—Villanow.— Examination of John 
Sobieſht's reign and charatter.—Enquiries rela- 
tive to the Plica Polonica. - Poliſh Peaſants. 
Keflections on the actual condition, and future 
fate of Poland. 


Warsaw, July 26, 1778. 

HE Court, as may naturally be ſuppoſed, 
has declined in ſplendor during the 

courſe of the preſent reign, proportionably 
with the diminution ſuſtained by Poland in 
national wealth, greatneſs, and power. 


ouch 
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Such a change, even before the” partitio f 
1772, was certain and inevitable. While 
the Saxon Princes held the ſceptre, a vaſt 
portion of the revenues of their hereditary 
dominions, flowed into the country of which 
they were the elective Sovereigns. Com- 
pelled to divide their time between the Po- 
liſh and the Saxon capitals, all the arts as well 
as the refinements of Dreſden accompanied 
them to Warſaw. Mr. W roughton, who 
remembers the laſt years of the time to 
which I allude, aſſures me that the number 
and beauty of the equipages, horſes, and 
train of the great nobility, who uſually 
came to welcome the arrival of Auguſtus 
the Third, exceeded belief. Prince Rad- 
zivil in particular, whoſe patrimonial eſtates 
were then of a magnitude and extent ap- 
proaching to royal, ſometimes united with 
the elegance of European taſte, the barba- 
rous pomp of Sarmatian manners. He once 
entered Warſaw in his coach, drawn by fix 
white bears'caught in his own Lithuanian 
foreſts, harneſſed, and broken in for the 

1H 3 purpoſe; 
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Wpolſe; but their ferocity and intracta- 
bility rendered them dangerous to their 
keepers. I ſhould not venture to relate the 
fact, if I did not hold it from fo high an 
authority. However extraordinary it may 
appear, the manners of Poland render it 
credible. 
Staniſlaus's drawing-room, or to ſpeak 
more properly, his levee, though nume- 
rouſly attended, diſplays no magnificence, 
He only acts the Sovereign, and performs 
the part of King in the circle, while Count 
Stackelberg poſſeſſes the effective power. 
A number of the firſt nobility ſtill appear 
in the Poliſh habit, which gives the crowd 
a pictureſque appearance. In ſummer the 
King retires to a little villa or ſeat, not quite 
a mile from Warſaw, where he reſides in 
great privacy, rather as a private gentle- 
man than a crowned head. This retreat, 
for it is no more, is called © Les Bains, 
there being in the centre of the building 
a circular bath, covered with a dome. The 
_—_ which lies in a baſon or hollow, 
ſur- 


= 
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ſurrounded by hills and woods, is very 
agreeable in warm weather; but the ſitu- 
ation renders it unwholeſome, as ſoon as 
the autumnal rains and damps commence 
I have had the honor of dining there with 
his Majeſty in a very ſmall company, of 
which Mr. Wroughton was one. The 


youngeſt of his two fifters, the Counteſs 


| Branicza; his nephew, Prince Joſeph Ponia- 
towſki, a youth of fifteen, who is brought 
up under the King's immediate care; and 
the Biſhop of Plockzo, Staniſlaus's young- 
eſt ſurviving brother, were preſent. His 


Poliſh Majeſty appears to great advantage 


on ſuch occaſions, from which ceremony is 


baniſhed ; and for which he ſeems more 
deſigned, than for public life and ſituations - 


of difficulty. He allowed me to ſurvey 
every part of his little manſion. Horace's 
Sabine farm could ſcarcely be ſmaller ; but 


it is voluptuouſly furniſhed, and contains 


ſome paintings of value. On the table of 
his cabinet, which is fitted up with decora- 
tions and pictures in the Chineſe taſte, lay 
Ss. - mus 


% 
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ſpread a melancholy ſubject of contempla- 
tion. It was a fine map of Poland, recently 
ſtruck, and in which the d5/membered. pro- 
vinces are accurately marked, with their 
new appellations. Frederic has denominated 
his ſhare © La Pruſſe Occidentale; and 
Maria Thereſa has revived the titles of 
* Gallicia and Lodomiria, which ſuperſede 
the ancient geographical names of thoſe 
parts of Poland. Such a mute, but elo- 
quent companion conſtantly before his eyes, 
cannot tend to enliven the hours of Staniſ- 
laus's retirement, or to inſpire him with 
gay ideas. 127 lot 

It is at General Cocceii's that J have ſeen 
him more unbent, more convivial, and 
more apparently cheerful than anywhere 
clſe. That veteran officer, equally a man 
of letters, a ſoldier, and a polite gentleman, 
commands a regiment of guards. He is 
now advancing faſt towards old age; but 
he is'vigorous, communicative, hoſpitable, 
and of an excellent ſociety. After having 
= once been the friend of the great Frederic, 
he 
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he is now, in the evening of life, become 
the companion of Staniſlaus ; who, if infe- 
rior in talents, is in other points of view 
far more amiable than the ſtern philoſopher 
of © Sans Souci.“ Cocceij reſides in a ſort 
of ſuburban villa, juſt out of Warſaw, where 
he has frequently the honor of entertaining 
his Poliſh Majeſty. There, 1 in a ſelect com- 
pany of both ſexes, alter ſupper, and un- 
diſturbed by corroding reflections, v which, 
as Cervantes well obſerves, ſeldom hold 
much interference at ſuch times; the King 
ſeems to forget at once his paſt misfortunes, 
and his future proſpects. His converſation, 
manners, and whole deportment, convince 
me how pleaſing he muſt have been when 
| Count Poniatowſki. I am not ſurpriſed 
that Catharine, after admitting him to ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a place in her affections, ele- 
vated him to the throne of Poland; but I 
fear Staniſlaus will have cauſe to lament, 
that love and fortune ſhould have conſpired 
to raiſe him from a private ſtation to 
royalty, Juvenal's obſervation, when ſpeak- 
ing 
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ing of kings, in the tenth ſatire, continually 


recurs to my mind, as I reflect on the fin» 
gular deftiny of this amiable Prince. | +; 
Ihe general diſſolution of morals among 
the upper orders, is not one of the leaſt 


extraordinary and characteriſtic features of 


the capital and country, from which Jam 
writing. Neither Peterſburgh, nor Naples 
can ſurpaſs Warſaw. i in theſe reſpects. All 

| the 2 which bind ſociety together, 
| to me to be relaxed among the Poles. The 
army, the court, the church, and every 


department of private life, are infected. 


Thofe inſtitutions, civil and political, which 
in their very nature ſhould be moſt free 
from the contagion, are tainted. Boys who 
have never ſeen a camp, nor attained the 
flighteſt degree of profeſſional experience, 
receive commiſſions as colonels and gene- 


rals. The habit of a ſoldier, which ought : 


to be confined to ſuch as are in military 
ſervice, is proſtituted ; and almoſt every 
nobleman wears at pleaſure a uniform. The 
blue riband of the © White Eagle,” as well 
as 


Ky 
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as the red riband of * St. Staniflaus,” which 
latter was inſtituted by his preſent Majeſty; 
are ſo common that ſcareelya private gentle. 
man is without one or both. Murders and 
aſſaſſinations, in the metropolis as well as in 
the provinces, are committed with impu- 
nity; nor is it ſafe, gven at this ſeaſon of 
the year, to walk the ſtreets of Warſaw by 
night, unaccompanied and unarmed, Not 
only the want of lamps 'is favourable to 
every kind of crime; but the Ruſſians 
protect for money the moſt atrocious de- . 
linquents. 1 

The priſons eee the Mag ben 3 are 
crowded with wretched individuals of both 
ſexes, immured, not for tranſgreſſions againſt 
the law or the ſtate; but the victims of 
arbitrary power, of violence, and of every 
kind of oppreſſion. It is here that Mr. 
Howard will find ample ſcope and field for 
his benevolent enquiries, and active exer- 
tions, In no country. of Europe is the. 
rage of gaming carried to a more perniciofis a 
pitch, or does it produce more deſtructive 

conſe- 
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conſequences. : Neither the paſt Levis 
of war, which have impoveriſhed the no- 


bility, nor the lamentable condition of the 


Republic itfelf verging to its total fall, im- 
poſe a check on the ſpirit of play. It per- 
vades every company, and ſeems to acquire 


foree, as the means of ſupporting; it are 


diminiſhed. The Ruſſian  ambaſſador's 
Hotel reſembles at noon-day, as I have 
ſeen, rather a club of gameſters, than the 


reſidence of a great public Miniſter, charged 


with the government of Poland. Similar 


forenes are exhibited in the houſes of the 


firſt nobility, who, after having ſold their 
country, often loſe; in an evening the fruit ; 
of their venality or their diſhonor. 5 
If ſuch be the picture of the upper 


claſſes, it cannot be ſuppoſed that the 


ſofter ſex is exempt from the vices which 
diſtinguiſn the men. It is not in fact 
gallantry, but licentiouſneſs, which here 
reigns without control. The very idea 
of concealment is derided as unneceſſary; 
and I will venture to aſſert, that women of 


the 
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the firſt diſtinction derive more pride and 
reſpect from the rank or qualities of their 
lovers, than from thoſe of their huſbands. 
Staniſlaus's example tends not a little to 
encourage the depravity of his Court; and 
during his reign it has attained to a point, 
unexampled ſince the time of Auguſtus the 
Second; an æra remarkable for the cor- 
ruption of manners. The want of a Queen, 
whoſe preſence muſt neceſſarily have im- 
poſed ſome reſtraint on the courtiers and 
ladies about her perſon, has completed the 
diſſolution of female morals. One of the 
natural conſequences, is the facility with 
which divorces are here obtained; and of 
courſe, their frequency. I am almoſt afraid 
to relate what I. ſee and know on: this 
point; ſo incredible may it appear. If 
infidelity to the nuptial bed was alleged and 
proved, it might be admitted as a legitimate 
cauſe for ſuch ſeparations ; but hardly any 
reaſons are aſſigned or required, except 
mutual incompatibility, diſlike, or weari- 
neſs in the parties, Women of irreproach- 

| able 
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able manners and conduct, young, beauti- 
0 ful, and highly born, are divorced at the 
| end of three or four years, of a year, nay, 
| of a few months. Should it be requiſite to 
| adduce inſtances in ſupport of my aſſertion, 

almoſt every week offers them here in 
abundance. 

Prince Martin Lubomirſki is at e 
ſoliciting a divorce from his ſecond wife. 
| His rt, the Counteſs Haddick, an Auſ- 
| trian by birth, daughter of Marſhal Had- 
i | dick, is now ſcarcely twenty-eight years of” 
| age, uncommonly pleaſing in her perſon, 
| and accompliſhed in her manners. He had 
| no ſpecific cauſe of diſlike to her, nor any 
crime to lay to her charge: but he had 
| become enamoured of his preſent wife. He 
is now in turn weary of her, and wiſhes to 
1} | marry a third, There is little or no doubt 
of his procuring a ſecond divorce, with the 
ſame facility that he obtained the firſt, I 
went with Mr. Wroughton a few days ago, 
to viſit the Princeſs Zanguſka, at a pleaſant 
retreat on the banks of the Viſtula, about 

half 
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half a mile out of town. She is a very ele- 
gant woman, not yet twenty- four. We 
found her in her garden, walking arm in 
arm with the Grand Chancellor of Poland, 
her hufband the Prince Zanguſki, and an- 
other lady, under the ſhade of ſome lofty 
trees. They were amicably ſoliciting a di- 
vorce from the head of the law; who here 
can grant them with nearly the ſame eaſe, 
that the Pope diſpenſes pardons or indul- 
gences. I underſtand, the Prince is ſoon to 
be married to the very lady with whom he 
was then walking, in company with his 
own wife; and the two ladies live together 
at this moment in the greateſt intimacy. 
Even the young Counteſs Po——a, niece 
to the King, and of unexceptionable con- 
duct, was divorced not long fince, after 
only four months marriage. I could enu- 
merate many more examples of the ſame 
kind. In any other country, practices ſo 
repugnant to every principle of morals, 
would ſoon be prevented. But in Poland, 
the reſtraints of law, as well as the ties of 
| s honor 


112 7 * - | MEMOIRS OF THE 


honor and decorum, are excoedingly” weak 


ened in their operation: 
After having drawn ſo amines 4 a pic- 
ture of the vices of the higher orders, it is 


however, only juſtice to mention their good 


qualities ; ſince, if they do not outweigh, 
they form at leaſt ſome counterpoiſe in the 


oppoſite ſcale, The Poliſh men of con- 
dition poſſeſs a captivating exterior, and no- 
where are to be found more accompliſhed 
cavaliers. In all the exerciſes of the' body 


they are expert; but it is on horſeback that 


they peculiarly excel. © Le Polonais eſt 


* ne i cheval;” and they preſerve this 
original characteriſtic of their Sarmatian or 
Scythian origin. I never ſaw men ride ſo 


| gracefully, or unite a more martial air, with 
the elegance and ſoftneſs of modern man- 


ners. In converſation they are full of 


urbanity, gay, communicative, and well 
bred. Almoſt all the young nobility have 


travelled, particularly into France; from 


which country they have brought back the 


ſuperficial, but modiſh addreſs, only to be 
: 9 gained 
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gained at Paris. French is not anywhere 
ſpoken more generally or fluently, than 
at Warſaw: * for the Poles, like the Ruſ- 
ans, have a national facility at acquir- 
ing foreign languages. They are magnifi- 
cent and ſhewy, in their entertainments, 
with which they contrive to mix all the 
delicacy of an expenſive taſte, and a creative 

fancy. It is to be lamented that a race of 
men, endowed with ſuch qualities and 
faculties, ſhould in general be falſe, incon- 
ſiſtent, fickle, prodigal, and deficient in 
that judgment, conduct, and conſiſtency 
of character, without which all external 
and ornamental talents are comparatively 
of no value or importance. 

If the men excel in perſonal endowments 
and accompliſhments, the Poliſh women of 
rank or condition are equally pleaſing. 
The world does not produce females more 
winning, poliſhed, or calculated to charm 
in converſation. They have neither the 
ſhyneſs and coldneſs of the Engliſh, nor 
the reſerve and haughtineſs of the Auſtrian. 

VOL, II. W 
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women. Eaſe, joined with grace, and ani- 
mated by the with to pleaſe, render them 


infinitely ' agreeable. In beauty they may 


diſpute the' palm with any country ; and 


their attractions are commonly heightened 


by all the refinements of coquetry. I do 
not mean to apologize for their levity, 
nor to excuſe their libertiniſm ; but thoſe 
imperfections and faults are more the reſult 
of fituation, than of natural depravity or 
leentiouſneſs. In a court and capital ſuch 
as Warſaw, it is not eaſy to reſiſt the ſe- 
duction of example, added to the torrent of 
immorality. The ſame woman who in Po- 
land is a Meflalina, if tranſported to Vienna 
or to London, would have given an example 
of every conjugal virtue. Ir is ſociety, 
morals, and laws, which model individuals, 
and call into action every thing valuable 
in our nature. Here, all that I ſee, an- 
nounces not leſs the internal diſſolution, 
than the external deſtruction of Poland: 
The elegance and variety of the toilet 
are nowhere better underſtood, or more 
ſucceſs- 
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- ſucceſsfully practiſed, than in this capital; 
where the ladies ſeem to diſdain the formal 
reſtraints impoſed by cuſtom in other courts. 
I have ſeen the ſame women in the dreſſes 
of different nations and different centuries; 
a circumſtance that excites no aſtoniſhment 
here. There is ſomething Aſiatic in the 
ſtyle of female attire, which reminds me 
of Greek or Turkiſh, more than of French 
or German modes. In a country which 
frontiers on Moldavia and the Ukraine, ſuch 
a departure, or rather emancipation, from 
the * coſtume” of Paris, does not and ought 
not to ſurpriſe. I dined the day before 
yeſterday, with the Princeſs 2. a, at her 
villa near the Viſtula, accompanied by Mr. 
Wroughton. The weather being inſup- 
portably warm, we paſſed the whole after- 
noon in her garden, under the ſpreading 
| ſhade of ſome large elms, not far from the 
bank of the river. I had then an oppor- 
tunity of attentively conſidering her dreſs, 
which I will endeavour to deſcribe. What- 
ever inability the attempt may diſcover, it 
| I 2 will 
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will convey to you an idea of the toilet of 
a Poliſh woman of quality, who adds to the 
advantages of birth and fortune, the addi- 
tional attractions of youth and beauty. 

| Her head-dreſs had no reſemblance to 
anything that J have ever beheld. in other 
parts of Europe; for ſhe neither wore pow- 
der, nor was her hair frizzed, but on the 
contrary, ſimply combed down. over her 
forehead, and bound by a muſlin fillet. 
Two trelles twiſted, which fell from the, 
left ſide, were negligently pinned to a fort 
of turban, compoſed likewiſe of muſlin, 
that encircled her head. Her robe was of 
a pale rote color, bordered by. a rich em- 
broidery, and deſcending to. her feet, but 
without concealing them. About hey wailt 
was faſtened a girdle or ceſtus of ſilk, near 
nine inches in breadth. It is exactly the 
Zone of the Greeks and of Homer, which 
is till worn in Walachia. A broad Medicis 
of Dreſden lace ſurrounded her boſom and 
ſhoulders, which were partly uncovered, 
parily vetted by her ſhift and A Turkiſh 


gauz , 
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gauze, calculated rather to diſplay, than to 
hide, thoſe parts of her perſon. Over her 
whole figure was diffuſed a voluptuous air, 
which added to the effect of her natural | 

attractions. She ſhewed us her maids, who 
had juſt returned from bathing ; young Po- 
loneze girls, reſembling nymphs, in looſe 
drapery, with their wet hair floating down 
their backs. The Princeſs herſelf, like Lady 
Wortley Montague's Fatima, is a native of 
Kaminiecz on the borders of Moldavia ; 
and when a child, had, as ſhe told me, fre- 
quently been carried by her mother into 
the Haram of the Baſhaw of Choczim, 
capital of that Turkiſh province. I have 
found her converſation on every ſubject, 
not leſs intereſting than her figure ; and 
I regret that my approaching departure 
from Warſaw, will fo ſoon neee our 


Fr 


acquaintance. T e 8 


1 


11 is not merely in the intercourſe of 
private life, in the graces of perſonal de- 
portment, or in the ornaments of) female 
cultivation, that the Poliſh women excel. 


13 They 
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They have in a variety of inſtances, diſ- 
played maſculine firmneſs and courage 
above their ſex; peculiarly during the 
period when their country was the ſcene 
of civil and of foreign war. I could cite 


ſome examples of this aſſertion, not un- 


worthy to be compared with the greateſt 
models of antiquity in heroiſm. At the 
action of Slonim in Lithuania, fought by 
Prince Radzivil againſt the forces of Catha- 
rine the Second, in the autumn of 1764, 
two ladies of the higheſt rank appeared in 
the field. The one was ſiſter to Prince 
Radzivil, the other was his wife. The 
latter ſcarcely ſeventeen years of age, and 
newly married, fought in perſon on horſe- 
back. With a piſtol in her hand, ſhe rode 
along the line, encouraging the troops to do 
their duty; and wheu the Ruſſians obtained 
the victory, ſhe ſaved herſelf by ſwim- 
ming her horſe acroſs the river Niemen. 
This Camilla only wanted a Virgil, to cele- 
brate her courage. She was born a Counteſs 
Rzewuſki, and, is ftill alive, confined in a 

lonely 
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lonely caſtle in Lithuania, where, as I am 
told, ſhe is diſordered in her underſtand- 
ing. Her ſiſter-in-law is likewiſe living, 
and in Poland. The fact itſelf, which 1 
know to be true, is one of the many that 
tend to prove how widely different are the 
ſpirit and manners of this dung: front 
| thoſe of our own. 

It was not in valour, in oatriotiſin; or in 
military enthuſiaſm, that the Poliſh confe- 
derates were deficient ; but they wanted 
ſyſtem, ſubordination, obedience, and diſ- 
cipline. They will be, I fear, for ever 
deſtitute of thoſe eſſential qualities, which 
the Ruſſians know how to value, and 
to which they owe their actual ſuperi- 
ority. The Republic has at this time an 
army on foot, in regular pay, of about 
ſixteen thouſand ſoldiers ; while half that 
number of Catharine's troops retain Po- 
land in complete ſubjection. The Mul- 
covite forces, quartered in and near the 
metropolis, do not exceed nine hundred. 
It is not a little wonderful to bchold a 

14 country 
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country thus ſubdued by foreign violence, 
cliſmembered, and apparently near its diſſo- 
lution; while at the fame time, the capital 


ſeems immerſed in pleaſures, or ſunk in 


apathy and indifference. Such a nation 


cannot hope to revive, and ſcarcely excites 
our compaſſion at its fall. 


During my ſtay here, at this beautiful 


ſeaſon, I have viſited the environs of War- 


ſaw on every fide, with Mr. Wroughton 
for my conductor. They are in general 
flat, and devoid of pictureſque or pleaſing 
objects. No mountains, and ſcarcely any 
eminences are ſeen. Through the midſt of 
the landſcape rolls the Viſtula; but far in- 
ferior in grandeur as well as in beauty to 
the Rhine, the Danube, or the Elbe. In 

ſome places it is divided by ſmall iſlands; 


in others it flows in the collected ſtream, 


The ſoil, though not unfertile, is very ſandy. 
Hardly any marks of the vicinity of a 
metropolis. preſent themſelves ;, and. at a 
mile from the city, a ſtranger would ima- 
gine himſelf! in a deſert. There are never- 
theleſs, 
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theleſs, many very elegant palaces or coun- 
try-houſes in its neighbourhood. Among 
the chief, muſt be accounted the rival villas 
of Monkotow and Powonſki, which belong 
to the two Princeſſes of Lubomirſka and 
Czartoriſka, who long contended for ſupe= 
riority in the heart of Staniſlaus. I was 
however more pleaſed to viſit Villanow, the 
favourite reſidence of the great John Sobi- 
eſki, in which he breathed his laſt. It is 
built in a plain, about two leagues from 
| Warſaw, near a branch of the Viſtula. The 
architecture is elegant and grand, having 
been conſtructed by an Italian under So- 
bieſki's reign; and as it now belongs to 
Prince Czartoriſki, it is ſtill in perfect pre- 
ſervation, I was particularly delighted with _ 
the gardens, which, though laid out in the 
antique taſte, are very princely, full of large 
and venerable trees that * a gloom over 
the walks. | 
A circumſtance which has not a little 

ſurpriſed me, is that I do not find among 
the Poles, the enthuſiaſtic attachment or ve- 

neration 
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neration for the memory and character of 

John Sobieſki, which I had expected. Per- 

haps, on a fair examination, his countrymen __ 
may form a much juſter eſtimate of his 


9 merit as a King, and particularly as a King 
of Poland, than can be done by ſtrangers. 
IT hey aſſert that his government was ſtained 
with notorious defects, or rather vices; 
among which his avarice and rapacity were 
$ ſuch, that he was compared by them in 
* theſe particulars to Veſpaſian. His uxori- 
4 ouſneſs became, towards the cloſe of his 
reign, the ſubject of many ſatirical 'writ- 
ings and ludicrous caricatures. Nor did 
the qualities of his queen, whoſe violence 
and intemperance of conduct were ruinous 
to her eldeſt ſon, juſtify ſuch a partiality 
in the King her huſband. They more- 
over accuſe him of having always ſacrificed 
the true and palpable intereſts of his ſub- 
jects, to thoſe of his family, whoſe elevation 
to the throne he preferred above every 
other conſideration ;' and which he en- 
deavoured to effect by methods repugnant 

| to 
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of the Poliſh Revablic. 7 

Even the moſt brilliant action of his 
reign, which has peculiarly endeared him 
to poſterity ; I mean the ſuccour that he 
gave in perſon to the Emperor Leopold, 
when Vienna was beſieged by Cara Muſta- 
pha in 1683, is arraigned with ſeverity by 
the Poles. They admit indeed, that it 
was beneficial to the houſe of Auſtria ; but 
they maintain that it was impolitic in itſelf, 
and injurious to Poland. The Turks,” 
ſay they, © were obvioully at that time, 
« as they {till continue, declining in poli- 
« tical power: had they even rendered 
* themſelves maſters of Vienna, they muſt 
% ſoon have evacuated it, and could never 
* have maintained a permanent footing in 
% Germany. Sobieſki injudiciouſly pre- | 
« cipitated the fall of the Ottoman Empire, 
« by expelling the Turks from Hungary ; 
* while at the ſame time he laid the founda- 
tions of the Auſtrian greatneſs, by going to 
6 che Emperor s relief. The Auſtrian Princes 


«© were 
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cc 


t were much more formidable enemies; and 


wie have ſeen the grand- daughter of Leb 


661 pold, by an act of fi gnal ingratitude, as well 
6e. 28 folly, ſcarcely ninety years afterwards, 


join with Pruſſia and Ruſſia to diſmember 
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Poland. It is to John Sobieſki therefore 


that we trace, and in ſome meaſure impute, 


our actual ſtate of ruin and degradation. 
He acted no leſs contrary to the intereſts 


of his own family, when towards the end 


of his life he entered into the cloſeſt con- 


nexions with Leopold, by marrying his 
eldeſt ſon Prince James to the Empreſs's 
ſiſter. The indignation and apprehen- - 
ſions of his ſubjects, alarmed at ſuch an 
alliance with a foreign ſovercign, in- 


duced them to refuſe to perpetuate the 
Crown in Sobieſki's line. In our eſti- 
mate he neither merits Ge love of his 
country, nor the admiration of foreign 


nations.“ ö 
It cannot be denied that hare is fome 


validity, as well as truth, in theſe accuſa- 
tions, of which I was not fully aware, till 


1 con- 
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I converſed with the Poles themſelves. We 
muſt nevertheleſs oppoſe to them the glorik 
ous victory of Choczim, gained by So- 
bieſki over the Turks, which extricated his 
country from a deplorable ſtate of humi- 
liation, and frecd them from an ignomi- 
nious tribute to the Porte. His march to 
the relief of Vienna, is not to be tried by the 
principles of ordinary policy, and ſtill leſs 
by its effects at the diſtance of near a cen- 
tury. In ſnatching the capital and domi- 
nions of Leopold from the hands of Maho- 
metan barbarians, he appeared the cham- 
pion of civilization, of Chriſtianity, and of 
Europe. As ſuch. we venerate and admire 
him, without canfidering whether he ſuf- 
ficiently attended to the remote intereſts of 
his Polifh ſubjects. Nor ought we to for- 
get his valor, .clemency, and the many 
great qualities that met in his character. At 
no period of time, ſince the extinction of 
the houſe of Jagellon, has Poland enjoyed ſo 
high a national conſideration as under his 
reign. In how diſtinguiſhed a light he ap- 

„ 5 peared 
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peared to foreign Princes his cotemporaries, 
we may judge by the behaviour of Charles 
the Twelfth ; whoſe admitation for him was 
ſuch, ' that he would have raiſed to the 
throne one of Sobieſki's ſons, in preference 
to every other candidate, if he had not 
been prevented by inſuperable obſtacles. 
Touched with enthuſiaſm, he wept as he 
ſtood over Sobieſki's tomb at Cracow, and 
exclaimed, © So great a King ought never 
© to have died!” Theſe facts and reflee- 
tions, if they cannot obliterate his defects, 
muſt always incline us to regard him as 
one of the moſt illuſtrious Princes of the 
laſt, or of the preſent age. 2 
During my ſtay here I have mbäe my 
inquiries relative to the Plica Polonica, 
a diſtemper not only extraordinary in itſelf, 
but aſſerted to be peculiar to this country; 
and almoſt, if not abſolutely irremediable. 
It is, I believe, unneoeſlary to add that the 
ſeat of the diſorder is in the hair, which 
entangles, and by degrees forms into a ſolid 
maſs reſembling a mat; every ſeparate 
88 hair 
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hair becoming a blood-veſlel; ' or tube of 
putrid matter. I have ſeen them ſtand, out 
from the head, or hang i in ropes from it; 
and nothing can be more loathſome, as well 
as diſguſting. All attempts to ſhave the 
part, or to cut the hair, in however early 
2 ſtage: of the diſeaſe ſuch operations are 
tried, produce either blindneſs, or maladies 
ſtill-more fatal; at leaſt-I am ſo aſſured by 
every body with whom I have converſed 
on the ſubject. 
Upon the phyſical cauſes of >a 8 Plica,” | 
I find very different opinions, Many per- 
ſons aſſert that it ariſes from ſome morbid, 
though hitherto unaſcertained qualities of 
the air, or water in Poland. It is certain 
that the latter element is, generally ſpeak- 
ing, bad, ſtagnant, and corrupt. But ſo 
it is likewiſe in many. other countries of 
Europe and Aſia, where the © Plica” is 
unknown. On the whole, a more general, 
as well as rational belief is, that its riſe and 
progreſs: are Owing andy to the horrid nutri- 
ment, 
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ment, and inconceivable filth of the Polith 
people. In tlieſe particulars they are far 
worſe than the Swedes, Ruſſians, or Hun- 
garians. The diſtemper is almoſt exclu- 
ſively found among the loweſt claſs; la- 
bourers, peaſants, and mendicants. It is 
beſides, much more common in the re- 
mote provinces, than in the metropolis, or 
its vicinity. At Cracow, during the few 
days of my ſtay there, I ſaw many more 
perſons affected with it in a greater or ſmaller 
degree, than J have remarked in the courſe 
of near eight weeks reſidence at Warſaw. 
Dirt, miſery, and neglect, ſeem to be the 
only cauſes of this tremendous ſcourge; 
which in a well adminiſtered country, 
where the cleanlineſs, comfort, and felicity 
of the inferior orders were objects of legifla- 
tive attention, might probably ſoon be ex- 
tirpated, or eaſily cured. e Z 
The condition of the Polith deni is 
unqueſtionably a very bad one: yet, | many | 
intelligent, humane, and impartial perſons 
with 
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with whom I have converſed here, aſſure 
me, that it is not in fact ſo deplorable as we 
are led to conceive. They conſtitute in- 
deed a part of the eſtate, as in Ruſſia, aud 

are ſold or transferred with the land. But 
this humiliating ſervitude is accompanied 

with ſome circumſtances, which counter- 

balance, or at leaſt mitigate their lot. 
Every | peaſant, even the meaneſt, is Pro- 

vided by his lord with two oxen, two 

horſes; ani a cottage. In caſe of fire, the 
latter is rebuilt; as in caſe of death, the 
former are replaced by their owner. A 
certain fixed portion of their time and la- 
bour is appropriated to their Lords, and 

the remainder they are at liherty to convert 
to: their oi profit or purpoſes. The num. 
ber of days deſtined for their maſters, varies 
in different provinces, and on different 
eſtates. But in none is it ſo ſevere or ex- 
orbitant, as not to leave them time ſuf- 

ficient to cultivate their own little land. In 
ſome parts of Poland, the peaſants are often 
Vol. II. K rich, 
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rich, or at leaſt perfectly eaſy in their cir» 
cumſtances. Their poverty and wretch+ 
edneſs are not therefore, ſay theſe perſons, 
the inevitable and neceſſary reſult of their 
condition. It: ariſes more from their na- 
tional and characteriſtic indolence, drunken- 
neſs, and want of induſtry or exertion; 
Such are the arguments and facts which 1 
have heard. Admitting however all their 
foree, they only prove how inſufficient is 
every private or partial emancipation, in 
order to rouſe and animate man, unleſs ac“ 
companied with the ſolid bleſſing of civil 
and political liberty. While the Poliſh 
people are altogether ſtrangers to that diſ- 
tincdtion, they can never riſe: to their pro- 
per rank in ſociety, nor be wad . 

other than ſlaves. 70 
1 am now about to ſet mb: for Konigt 
N and if I were only to conſider War- 
ſaw as a capital, independent of any moral 
or political circumſtances connected with 
it, I Land pronounce it an agreeable place 
40 
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of | nefidenctst Its mifflmilitude to other 
great cities ordimarily wiſited, and its fe- 
more; poſition om the eaſtern frontier of 
Europe; render it pecullarły an object of 
curioſity. In all the amuſemetms of a ne- 
tropolis; inigaiety; pleaſlireb, and the charms = 
of elegant ſociety, it in ſupetior in my 
eſtimation td Berlin, to Stodkhol m or to 
Copenhagen; But no portion of apathy or 
indifference, oafi enable me to ſhut my eyes 
on the, deplorable! condition of Poland, op 
even to forget its actual ſituation. Homa 
„ ſum 5. nikil humani a me alicoumipute)d) 
He who gan do gtherwiſe, muſt have Joſh | 
all feelings of private om paſſion, all ſenſe.df 
3 elevation, and independa 
The Kang, however amiable: in his 
. qharacter, is only a vidtim of Rate, 
refarved in all (probability for new cala- 
mities; who ſeems deſirous in the en- 
joyment! of the preſent hour, to bury the 
recollection of paſt misfortunes, as well a8 


the * of future evils. Powerleſs and 
K 2 unſup- 


# 


M .] MEMOIRS! OF) THE 


unſupperted, he appears; to reſign'himſelf 
to his fate and after the convulfionswhicty 
he has witneſſed, to allow himſelf; to be 
borue dow n the ſtream of events, without 
farther effort for his: preſetyation or extri- 
cation. » The-nobilifythinned+ by: peargof 
civil War, plundered, and, degraded, o yet 
ſunk» in diſſipation, of: fold: to foreign 
powers; excite only ſentiments of concern, 
blended: with contempt. The inſeriof or- 
ders arꝭ hardly objects of pity : oppreſſed, 
euſlaved, and ſtrangers to the enlightened 
lövauofrtheir country, which We. denomi- 
Aint opatridtiſm, they can fuffer little by a 
ahange dF maſters : Ee ept i Meg ſuppreſs 
ſion of ca name, they will ou¹Hderge 6 
material akeration. In ſomé Kerſe ther 
condition: will even be amellorated; ſince; 
whatever perſonal or domeſtic cgrievances 
they may chave;to ſupport, they will at leaſt 
be protefted againſt foreign en 
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Theſe are the melancholy refſections which 
the preſent ſtate of Poland neceſſarily excites. 
Its diſmemberment can only be conſidered 


as the prelude to its, total diſſolution; but 
time alone can aſcertain . 103 in 


what manner, ſo great an event will be ac- 


compliſhed, My next, | letter will er 


be oy from Naptzis, or "Theth, 8 ] 
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Journey from Warſey . to 8 Conig fbe r —Campari- 
fon of Konig ſberg and Perlin:—Staie's of 
— Deſcription of Thorn. — * Particutars reſbedting 


Copernicus. — Journey from Thorn to Bre/law.— 
Remarks on that city, and on Sileſia. 


Bax kESsLAw, September 1 5. 1778. 

1 a ſtay of near two months at 
Warſaw, I left it on the 28th of 
July, for Konigſberg; but as no poſts are 
eſtabliſned through that part of Poland, it 
was requiſite to hire ſeven horſes to con- 
duct us to Willenberg, the firſt Pruſſian 
town, all of which were drove and ma- 
naged by a ſingle poſtilion. I quitted War- 
ſaw with a mixture of pleaſure and of re- 
gret. Its ſociety and amuſements might 
agreeably detain a ſtranger, if their impreſ- 
ſion 
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ſion were not counteracted, and in a great 
meaſure effaced, by the national miſery and 
degradation to which he is hourly a wit- 
neſs. It characterizes every thing in Po- 
land, and purſued me to the frontiers. On 
the evening of my departure from Warſaw, 
at only a few leagues diſtant, I lay down, 
more from neceſſity. than choice, in a 
wretched hovel inhabited by Jews. There 
I paſſed the night, ſtretched on dirty ſtraw, 
among ducks, pigs, Poles, and Jeweſſes; 
devoured by vermin, and unable to ſleep 
on account of the heat, as well as the ſmells 
which annoyed me. 

I reached the borders of Pruſſia. on | tho 
following day, and arrived at Konigſberg, 
after a fatiguing journey, on the firſt of 
Auguſt. The accommodations in the inns, 
or poſt houſes, are nearly ſimilar to thoſe of 
Poland. But in all reſpects elle, the tran- 
fition from one country to the other is a 
pleafing one, and cannot fail to ſtrike the 
moſt careleſs obſerver. If Frederic op- 
preſſes and impoveriſhes, he at leaſt ex- 

K 4 tends 


preſſes a ſort of alienation, While he never 
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tends protection to his ſubjects, and allows 
no inferior tyrants to plunder them. In 
Poland, the impotence of the government, 


and the unreſtrained prerogatives of the 


Jos of the greater part of the terri- 
tories of his Pruſſian Majeſty through 


which I paſſed. At the beginning of the 
preſent century, Pruſſia was almoſt a deſart, 
ravaged by the plague, and without inha- 
bitants. Frederic William, the late King, 
with a policy equally enlightened and hu- 
mane, reſtored its proſperity by remitting 
the taxes, and by timely donations of 
money to the people. His ſon, the great 
Frederic, however enlarged his mind and 
views may be in many reſpects, has not 
followed the example. During the whole 
courſe of his reign, it is certain that he has 
manifeſted a diſlike for this part of his do- 


minions, which he never deigns to viſit in 


perſon, and towards which he even ex- 


fails 
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fails annually to inſpect Sileſia, and the pro- 
vinces on either ſide of the Viſtula, hei diſ- 
dainfully averts his eyes from the kingdom 
and people of Pruſſia. More than twenty 
years have elapſed, ſince he a. . 
them by his preſence. 
Konigſberg, like Moſcow ad Pant is 
cull a capital in name, not the reſidence 
of a Court. It poſſeſſes nevertheleſs many 
points of ſuperiority! above Berlin or Potz- 
dam, neither of which cities can compare 
with it in the advantages of local poſition. 
The river Pregel, upon which Konigſberg 


is built, exceeds in magnitude the Havel 


and the Spree, as much as the ſurrounding 
country excels in beauty and fertility the 
barren ſands of Brandenburg. By the Pre- 
gel, Konigſberg - communicates, at a few 
miles below the city, with the Baltic; and its 
vicinity to the Ruſſian provinces, particu- 
larly Livonia, enables it to maintain the 
cloſeſt relations, either hoſtile or amicable, 
with Peterſburgh. Behind it lie the northern 
provinces of Poland, many of whoſe moſt 
7, valuable 


* vrnfelnb er IEE 


valuable productions are exported from 
Konigſberg. Berlin, as well as Potzdam, on 
the contrary, are deſtitute of commerce, and 
derive their principal ſupport from the pre- 
ſence of their Sovereign. It muſt however 
be admitted, that theſe diſadvantages are in 
jome meaſure compenſated by the central 
ſituation of the preſent capital. The Pruſſian 
dominions extend irregularly from the 
Rhine and the German ocean on the weſt, 
to the frontiers of Courland and Lithuania. 
| Berlin is undoubtedly better calculated for 
keeping up a prompt communication with 
the Courts of London, Paris, and the Hague; 
as well as for watching every movement of 
the Cabinet of Vienna, and extending timely 
protection or aſſiſtance to the members of 
the Germanic Syſtem. We may therefore 
conſider it as highly improbable, that the 
ſeat of government will ever be transferred 
from Brandenburg to Pruſſia. 41 
Continuing my journey through Elbing 
and Marienburg, I arrived at Dantzic, where 


I made ſome ſtay. This celebrated city, 
ſituated 
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ſituated near the mouth of the Viſtula, in 
the moſt delicious cnuntry, and in the hays 
pieſt poſition for trade, excites; nt preſent 
only ſenſations. of concern and commiſerd- 
tion. It is evidently much deelined in po 
pulation, induſtry, and riches, ſince I laſt 
viſited it, only four years ago. Frederic 
holds it eloſely inveſted, though with out 
the appearance of hoftility ; ; and there can 
be little queſtion, that the blockade will 
finally compel the inhabitants to ſurrender 
on terms, if not at difcretion. They ſtill 
indeed, nouriſh hopes of interpoſition from 
Catharine, who cannot fee without'jealouſy, 
fuch an addition to the political and com- 
mereial power of the King of Pruſſia. But 
he has always found means, either by 
terror or by conciliation, to mollify, and 
even to difarm the Court of Peterſburgh. 
Maſter of the Viſtula, above and below'the 
city of Dantzic; poſſeſſed of the ſuburbs; 
and gently, but ſyſtematically coercing tlie 
place, he has already deſtroyed its com- 
merce in a great degree. The period of its 
Mel political 
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political extinction may, like that of Po- 
land, be haſtened or protracted from many 
cauſes: but I ſhould ineline to ſuppoſe, 
that ĩt cannot be very diſtant. There is no 
object of acquiſition or aggrandizement, 
upon which Frederic, has kept his eye more 
invariably fixed; and there are few within 
his graſp, which will, when accompliſhed, 
contribute more to increaſe his, importance 
in the ſcale of the Baltic and Fe 
powers. | 
In my journey. from Duntze to "Thom, 
where I arrived on the 5th of this month, 
I had an opportunity of ſeeing the rich 
and valuable tract of country, which Fre- | 
deric has acquired by the partition of 
Poland. It extends chiefly along the banks 
of the Viſtula, almoſt from the gates of one 
city, to thoſe of the other; and no portion 
of the north of Europe, Livonia not ex- 
cepted, is ſuperior to it in fertility of ſoil. 
Nearly at the ſouthern termination ſtands 
Thorn, as Dantzic is placed at the other 


Fr to the north, Both have been 
- | hitherto 


COURT OF BERLIN; etc. Dal 


bltheno2ſpaxed hy, hig: Pruſſan Majeſty; 
but it is only a reſpite, the reſult of. policy, 
not of, mofleratjen , U horn, Which was 
founded by the Teutonic knights; in the 
cbirtgenth century, long i continued free, 
under the prutection, not the gominion, of 
Poland: It divided with, Dantzic-the trade 
of all che interior provinces ef that chuu- 
try; and Was, during the flouriſhing pe- 
riods of its government, ſo rich as: well as 
powerful, that the city maintained 4 body 
of three thouſand regular troops in conſtaat 
Pay. 7 At preſent, 5 the. | military foree is 
dwindled to a hundred ſoldiers. Forty 
Ruſſians, commanded by an enſign, have 
likewiſe been recently admitted into the 
place; chiefly with a view of preventingathe 
Pruſftans! from making any attack -bynopen 
violence. Frederic will however prohably 
attain, by more inditect and artful gradations, 
the object of his ambition. He knows ho 
to reduce the city, without employing artil- 
lery, or the formality of a ſiege. He has 
W ſetzed on tlie territory of Thorn, 

2 ſtraitened 
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ſtraitened the: acteſs'to it, and effectually 
confiſcated their revenues, by erecting c 
tom-houſes on the Viſtula, wiel levy e 
orbitant duties on every artiele of import! 
ation or exportation. In fact, depopulation 
and decay are viſible in every ftrecti'' Sitive 
1572 the inhabitants have diminiſhed” 4 
third part, from fifteen to ten theuland; 

and they are ſtill annually decreaſing,” Ex- 


poſtulations and reelamations are vain 
Againſt force. While England, Holland, 


and Ruſſia are paſſive,” Poland cannot pro- 
tect itſelf. In a few years, according to all 
appearance; Thorn will be ſwallowed up in 
the Pruſſian Monarchy, x- 
Whatever may be its political fide; this 
nameof Thorn will always recall tothe mind 
a man, whoſe deep ' reſearches: aſcertained 
the principle, only ſarmiſed by antiquity, 
upon which reſts the Newtonian ſyſtem of 
philoſophy. Nicholas Copernicus, or Ko- 
pernic, has immortalized the place of his 
birth and reſidence. Every particular rela- 
tive to him excites curioſity ; and after viſit- 
. 5 ing 
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| ing his houſe, as well as his tomb, I erideaZ 

voured to obtain ſome'information coneevti< 
ing his family. It is not a little remarkable, 
that ſo ſublime a diſcovery ſhould have 
originated in à part of Eufope the moſt 
obſcure, and hardly civilized 5; while it 
eſcaped the finer genius ef! Ixaly, and of 
France. Though a part of the building 
has been deſtroyed by fire the chamber is 
ſtill religiouſly Preſerved, in wich Coper- 
nicus was born. Hu remains are baried 
of che moſt; ancient church of Thorn, 
Above, is erected a ſmall monument, on 
which is painted a half. length portrait of 
him. The face is that of a wan declined 
in years, pale and thin; but there is in tha 
expreſſion of the countenance, ſomething 
which pleaſes, and conveys; the idea of in- 
telligence. His hair and eyes are black, 
his hands joined in prayer, and he is habited 
in the dreſs. of a prieſt. Before him is a 
crucifix, at his foot a fkull, and behind 
appear a globe and compaſs. He died in 
e | 15433 
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1543; and when expiring, is ſaid to have 
confeſſed himſelf, as long and uniform tra- 
dition reports, in the following Latin verſes, 
which are inſeribed on the monument. 
They demonſtrate that when near his diſ- 
folution; all cares or inquiries, except thoſe 
of a religious nature, had conſed. to affect or 
to agitate him 1 0:20 F-00871 
%% Nom parem Pauli gratiam nb I 4617 

5 % Veniam! Petri ne ue poſco.z Jed ann THY 


In crucis ligno dederat latroni: 
De 9515 ales rb . Id 21 Ani 
{1 


"= Monſieur Luther de Sek edits of 
the” ſenate ' of Thorn, furniſhed me "with 
fome information” relative to the ituftri6us 
perſon in queſtion; ; and as fo little "is 
aſcertained of his origin or family, it 
merits to be preſerved. The father of 
« Kopernic- was a ſtranger, from what 
ti part of Europe is totally unknown. He 
«© ſettled here as a merchant, and the archives 
* of the city prove that he obtained the 
freedom of Thorn in 1462. It ſeems 

*.clear that he muſt have been in opulent 
* circumſtances, and of conſideration; not 
IITE te only 
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a only from the liberal education which he 
14 beſtowed upon his ſon, but from the rank 
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of His wife. She was ſiſter of Liica Wat- 
zclrode, biſhop of Ermeland, a prelate de- 
ſcended from one of the moſt illuſtrious 


families of Poliſh Pcuffia, The name of 
the father, as well as of the ſon, was 
Nicholas. To the patfonage of his ma- 
ternal uncle, the great Copernicus was 
indebted for his eccleſiaſtical promotions; 
9 made a prebend of the church of 


St. John at Thorn, and a canon of the 
church of Frawemberg in the dioceſe of 
Ermeland. Of his private life we know 


little. He did not reſide here altogether, 


nor did he die here; his body having been 


brought to Thorn for ſepulture from 
Ermeland, where he expired. A dyſen- 
tery, accompanied with a partial palſy, 
produced his death. In his character, as 
well as in all his deportment, he was mo- 


deft, diffident, and religious. It is not 
either known or believed that he left 


behind him any natura children. But 
VOL, II. L the 


| 
| 
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the family continued to reſide here, as 
appears by a manuſcript chronicle . ſtill 
e exiſting, in which it is mentioned, that 
On the 11th of Auguſt 1601, died Mar- 
“tin Kopernic, barber, of the kindred and 
“ poſterify of Nicholas Kopernic; ; a young 
«© man, unmarried and wealthy, of an apo- 
„ pleCtic fit, at his garden in the ſuburbs,” 
“In his perſon we apprehend the name to 
have become totally extinct. 5 


The Viſtula oppolite to Thorn, i 18 broad, 
and acroſs it extends a bridge, over which 
I paſſed on my journey to this city. All 
Europe, I believe, cannot produce ſuch 
another, it being compoſed entirely of looſe 
planks placed on wooden piles or pillars, 
at a conſiderable height above the water. 
There is no ſort of railing or fence on 
either ſide; and though exceedingly long, 
it is ſo narrow that two carriages cannot 
poſſibly paſs in any part. So looſe indeed 
are the boards, and ſo frail is its conſtruc- 
tion, that it is impoſſible to drive over it 
without ſhuddering. Our firſt day's jour- 

ney 
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ney from Thorn, lay through the newly ac- 
quired dominions of his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
which, previous to the partition of Poland, 
conſtituted part of the province of Cujavia. 
But, ſo unaſcertained are the limits of theſe 
recently ſequeſtered territories, and ſo de- 
ſirous is Frederic of extending and enlarg- 
ing them, that it is difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to know what are their bound- 
aries. His troops have either advanced or 
receded, during the laſt ſix years, as the 
reclamations of the Court of Peterſburgh 
have been ſtrong or gentle. I paſted 
through various villages which had been 
occupied by the Pruſſians, and afterwards 
reſtored to Poland. But the fate of that 
unhappy country is not yet finally decided. 
Entering next day the Palatinate of 
Gneſna, which is ſtill avowedly ſubſect 
to Staniſlaus, we reached a town called 
Chercova, towards evening, where with the 
utmoſt difficulty I procured a miſerable 
room and bed, No poſts being here eſta- 
| II5, mn 
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bliſhed, we were obliged to hire fix very 
indifferent horſes belonging to Jews, con- 
ducted by two Poles, who more reſembled 
ſavages than poſtilions, The morning was 
very rainy, and we had ſcarcely advanced a 
league from Chercova, when, in croſſing a 
bridge compoſed of looſe planks, like that 
of Thorn, the drivers not having exactly 
taken the middle, the boards tilted up, and 
precipitated us into the ſtream. It was 
fortunately rather a torrent than a river, 
and as the diſtance was neither conſiderable, 
nor the depth great, I ſoon made my eſcape 
out of the carriage. The glaſſes and one 
of the wheels were broken by the fall; nor 
was it till after a conſiderable time, that 
with the aſſiſtance of ſeveral peaſants, the 
chaiſe was again raiſed up, and we pro- 
ceeded flowly towards the next town. But 
the horſes having tired in the midſt of a 
wood, where the ſand reached nearly to the 
axle- tree, after many ineſfeQtual efforts, it 
became neceſſary to ſend a ſervant for aſſiſt- 
1 9 naue. 
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ance, He returned in an hour, bringing 
freſh horſes, which drew us to Jaroczin, 
where we found ſome refreſhment at an inn 
kept by Jews; a race of people to whom, 
notwithſtanding their extortion, travellers 
are under the greateſt obligation, while 
paſſing through this inhoſpitable portion 
of Europe. At Cojmin, the town in 
which we remained during the night, 
neither furniture, beds, nor proviſions 
were to be procured in the inn, if ſuch 
it could properly be called; and I was glad 
to lie down on the floor, littered with clean 
ſtraw. | 1 
I reached the Sileſian frontiers on the 
enſuing morning, and gladly quitted Po- 
land; a country in which it is difficult to 
imagine, or to exaggerate, the extent as 
well as variety of human wretchednelſs ! 
. Breſlaw is a fine city, hardly inferior in 
population to Warſaw ; and if we except 
the palaces in the Poliſh capital, far ſupe- 
rior to it in regularity, beauty, and the 
marks of opulence or civilization, Frederic, 
L 3 _ who 
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who knows its importance, has adopted 
every art in order to engage the affections 
of the inhabitants, and to obliterate their 
ancient predilection in favor of the Houſe . 
of Auſtria, He never fails to viſit them 
annually, diſtributes favors among them, 
and has conſtructed cazernes, with a view 
to relieve the citizens from the inconvent- 
ence of lodging his ſoldiery. But it is 
on the tenure of arms, that he reſts his beſt 
hopes of the ſecurity of Sileſia. In time 
of peace, a garriſon of eight battalions is 
uſually maintained in Breſlaw. At preſent, 
when he is in perſon at the head of his 
forces in Bohemia, he has left only about 
four thouſand men in this city; an evident 
proof how little apprehenſion he entertains 
that the Auſtrians will attempt to inveſt 
it, or to reconquer Sileſia. I am juſt 
returned from looking at the ſpot rendered 
memorable by the battle of Breſlaw, in 
November 1757, which was fought partly 
in a plain without the place, and partly in 
the ſuburbs of St. Nicholas. Indeed, the 

| whole 
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whole ſurrounding country has been fer- 
tilized with human blood, in the courſe of 
the conteſt between Auſtria and Pruſſia, for 
this valuable and extenſive province. 
To-morrow I ſet out for Dreſden. 


* 


va 
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Aſpedt of Dreſden, and ſecurity of that capital. 
| Benefits reſulting to Saxony from the Pruſſi an 
alliance. — Journey from Breflaw to Dreſden. — 
Examination the campaign of 1778. — Juſti- 
fication of the King of Prufha's military plan. — 
Anecdotes of that Monarch, — His retreat to 
Schatxlar.— Entrance of Prince Henry into 
Bohemia. — Hle retires into Saxony.—State of 


the Prince and his army, at the cloſe of the 
campaign. 


DxkspeEx, October 8, 1778. 

T is ſcarcely poſſible to recognize this 
city, which I quitted laſt November, 
or to conceive the change produced by 
a few months. Dreſden then enjoyed 
profound tranquility; and the inhabit- 
ants, engaged in all the amuſements or 
occupations of a poliſhed capital, looked 
forward to the probable continuance of 
peace and repoſe. Now, every thing an- 


NOUNCES 
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nounces war, and the place is converted 
into a garriſon. Nothing can be more 
ſtriking than the tranſition; nothing more 
animating than the ſcene. Pruſſian huſſars 
and Saxon Cuiraſſeers, mixed with cavalry 
and dragoons, croud the ſtreets. The inns 
and private houſes are filled with priſoners 
and hoſtages, to the very roof. Even the 
ladies talk only of war, and diſcuſs or eriti- 
ciſe the military operations of the cam- 
paign, with no ſmall ability. . 

If we except, however, the general fe 
mentation produced by ſo great and unex- 
pected an event, together with ſome aug- 
mentation of the public expence, neceſſarily 
reſulting from an increaſed military eſta- 
bliſhment; Dreſden has not hitherto ex- 
perienced any of the calamities uſually. 
attendant on war. The Elector goes out 
to hunt, as uſual, at Moritzburg; parties of 
pleaſure are made at ſeveral leagues diſtant, 
without the ſlighteſt apprehenſion of dan- 
ger; and all the environs of the capital are 
protected from inſult or devaſtation. A 


ſmall 
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ſmall party of Croats, who ſwam acroſs the 
Elbe above the city, ſome days ago, and who 
as haſtily repaſſed the river again into Bohe- 
mia, are the only enemies that have yet 
appeared. If ſo extraordinary a degree of 
protection and ſecurity, at a moment like 
the preſent, does not prove the wiſdom of 
the Government; it certainly ſeems to de- 
monftrate the ſuperior advantage reſulting . 
to Saxony from an alliance with Pruſſia, 
rather than with Auſtria. Only twenty-two 
years ago, at the commencement of the 
great war of 1750, before. hoſtilities began, 
all Saxony was over-run by Frederic's 
troops. The electorate was ravaged, the 


capital bombarded and plundered, the King 


of Poland driven from his hereditary do- 


minions to take refuge at Warſaw, and his 


army ignominiouſly made priſoners of war 
at Pirna, while the imperial forces were 
reduced to be ſpeQators of theſe diſaſters, 
which they could neither N nor 
revenge. 8 | 


At 
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At preſent, the ſame Prince who hum- 
bled and cannonaded Dreſden; extends to 
it complete protection. The gates are con- 
fided to Pruſſian troops; the money of 
Brandenburgh is current in all payments or 
contracts; and the moſt perfect cordiality 

ſubſiſts between the two ſovereigns, as well 
as between their reſpective ſubjects. The 
name of Frederic, ſo long held in execra- 
tion throughout this country, which bled 
under his oppreſſion, is no pronounced 
with veneration. They ſeem only to re- 
member his valor, ſkill, and military re- 
putation. All the animoſities of former 
reigns are now done away by preſent neceſ- 
ſity; and at a time when the campaign is 
rapidly drawing to a cloſe, only a few pre- 
datory incurſions have diſturbed the interior 
tranquillity of Saxony. 

So ineſtimable an advantage is not how⸗ 
ever to be wholly aſcribed either to the ſu- 
perior activity and energy of Frederic; or 
to the incapacity, tardineſs, and inferior mi- 
laary ability of the Auſtrian commanders, 

It 
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It reſults in a great degree from the nature 
of the country itſelf, and the local poſition 
of Dreſden in particular. Though this 
capital is ſituated within a very few leagues 
of the Bohemian frontiers, yet as Saxony 
is bounded by mountains and defiles to- 
wards Bohemia, the approaches are diffi- 
cult, hazardous, and either impeded by 
ſnows during many months of the year, or 
eaſily defended againſt an invader. On the 
contrary, - notwithſtanding the portion of 
territory by which Berlin and Dreſden are 
ſeparated, exceeds a hundred miles in ex- 
tent; the intermediate country is almoſt 
all flat, open, and indefenſible, except by a 
ſuperior army, at the riſk of a general en- 
gagement. Happily for Saxony, policy 
and intereſt have dictated at the preſent 
moment, a cloſe alliance with Prufſia ; whoſe 
Sovereign now appears as the champion of 
the Germanic ſyſtem and liberties, while 
he is the peculiar advocate of Saxony, the 
Electreſs Dowager being ſiſter and allodial 
heireſs to the late Elector of Bavaria. We 

may 
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may however venture ſafely to aſſert, that 
while the preſent order of things, and the 
preſent balance of power remain unchan ged 
in Germany; no advantages which the 
Court of Vienna can hold out to Saxony, 
will ever compenſate for the calamities al- 
moſt neceſſarily reſulting from a rupture 
with Pruſſia. This is a truth of which the 
preſent Elector, inſtructed by his grand- 
father's experience, ſeems to have the fulleſt 
conviction. or et ie {00 

I arrived here on the wn of laſt month; 
after croſſing a fine part of Sileſia, and the 
whole Province of Luſatia, which latter 
country belongs to Saxony, and is in every 
reſpect one of the moſt beautiful of the Ger- 
man Empire. They derive additional 
charms, from the contraſt which every vil- 
lage and every cottage preſent to thoſe of 
Poland. At Parchwitz, a little town in Sile- 
ſia, I was only about twelve leagues from 
the great Pruffian army, under the King's 
command, in Bohemia: but Frederic neither 


permits viſitors, nor accepts volunteers. The 
En gil 


| 
| 
| 
| 


138 MEMOIRS: OF, THE - 


Engliſh are particularly obnoxious to him; 
and it is certain that he has never ſincerely 
loved the nation, at any period of his reign, 


however policy or neceſſity may have driven 


him to form alliances with Great Britain. 
He has not forgotten the unpaid ſubſidy of 
1762 ; and he deprecates, not without ſome 
reaſon, the animadverſions or criticiſms 
which foreigners of our deſcription, might 
preſume to paſs upon his military plans and 
conduct. Je ne veux pas de chambre baſſe 
au milieu de mon arm&e,” ſaid he, in re- 
ply to an application made him lately, to 
permit ſome Engliſh officers to ſerve as vo- 
lunteers in his camp. Perhaps, if we rightly 
conſider the matter, he cannot juſtly be 
blamed for his determination on this point. 
Sileſia and Luſatia are claſſic ground in 
modern hiſtory, and may not improbably 
form the ſcene of ſome future epic poem, of 
which Frederic will be the hero, and his 
victories or dangers the principal ſubject. 
It is impoſſible not to have him conſtantly 
preſent to the mind and imagination, while 
„„ | travelling 
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travelling from Breſlaw to Dreſden. . As 
well might we yiſit the Troade, without 
recalling Hector or Achilles, at every ſtep. 
I drove acroſs the plain of Liflag where he 
Princy: Charles of Loma, in December 
1757; and over that of Lignitz, where 
he extricated himſelf at, one of the, moſt 
perilous moments of the laſt war, in Auguſt 
1760. Surrounded by three great armies, 
and apparently on the very point of extinc- 

tion, it was only by routing Laudohn, that 
he there preſeryed his crown and life. At 
the end of twenty years, it is curious to 
behold him and his brother Henry, again 
oppoſed almoſt on the ſame ground, to the 
ſame Generals, Lacy and Laudohn. Near 
Bautzen! in Luſatia, I left at a ſmall diſtance, 
the heights memorable for the defeat of 
Hohkirchen i in 1758, where Marſhal Keith 
was killed. How many penſive reflectiong 
muſt neceſſarily ariſe in the mind of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, when he reviews, as he 
now does, the theatre of his carly prowels ! 
f With 


160 ' rote! or TH 


With 'what ſenfations muſt he notireviſit 
the ſcene of his alternate tti umphs and de- 
feats? How frequently muſt he beheld in 
idea, the numerous commanders 2wh6 
periſhed in his quarrel; atid over whöſe 
graves he is actually ' contending” in the 
evening of his reign! After eſeaping wo 
hurt from ſo many perils; He is now lead“ 
ing to battle the grandſons of thoſe, WIG 
fought and bread kg under arp flandard at 
Mollwitz. | 0 $5416 Rü 
Dreſden appears to me ſtill bes agireible 
on this ſecond viſit, than at the firſt: the 
environs are beautiful, far ſurpaſſing even 
thoſe of Vienna. They form a ſtriking con- 
traſt to the tame, depopulated expanſe Which 
inveſts Warſaw, and not leſs ſo t to the ſterile 
ſands that ſurround Berlin and Potzdam. 
But independent of local ſuperiorities, other 
eircumſtances render it at preſent the 
moſt intereſting , of reſidence i in — | 
number of officers of nk my are con- 


8 paſſing through the city; its ſitua⸗ 
tion, 


COURT. OF DEALING, etc. | 161 


tion, at ſo inconſiderable a diſtance from the 
theatre of war, that every event which hap- 
pens in either camp, is known here in 
a few hours afterwards : all theſe things 
make it far more amuſing than either Ber- 
lin or Vienna, which by their remote po- 
ſition know little except from report. Here, 
every movement and every action are 
canvaſſed with equal freedom and ſeverity. 
Converſation and ſociety derive animation 
from the ſcene performing before us; and 
1 ſee nothing in Dreſden which ſeems to 
have eſcaped the contagion, unleſs perhaps 
it be the EleQor himſelf. Ls 

Infinite are the ſpeculations, and various 
the opinions, on the paſt campaign; for 
ſuch it may now, I believe, be termed, as 
the two Pruſſian armies are already retiring, | 
or retired out of Bohemia, and the military 
operations are at an end. It is not probable 
that the Auſtrians, who have hitherto ſyſte- | 
matically acted on the defenſive, will ſud- 
denly change their plan, and purſue the 
retreating enemy into Saxony. Certathly 

VOL, II. M no 
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no campaign in the courſe of the preſent 
century, has more diſappointed expecta- 
tion, produced fewer events, or been at- 
tended with ſo inconfiderable an effuſion of 
blood. There are not wanting perſons 


here, who criticiſe the King of Prufſia's 


and Prince Henry's conduct, with extreme 


' ſeverity. They ſay, the great Frederic in 


1778, is no more himſelf, than was Prince 
Eugene in 1734. They accuſe him of 
wanting enterprize, of fearing to commit 
his reputation to hazard, and of allowing 


his troops to waſte away in ination. 


« After paſſing many months,” ſay they, 
«* in remonſtrances and delays, which he 
- ought to have employed in arms, and 
4 thereby giving the Auſtrians time to 
prepare for his reception, he at length 


« enters Bohemia. What has he done? 


« Has he opened a way to Prague? Has 
© he given battle to Joſeph the Second? 
N Did he vanquifh the obſtacles to his 
1 junction with Prince Henry? No! He 
e could not effect any one of theſe objects. 

«After 
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After ravaging and deſolating ſome of 
the northern circles of Bohemia, from 
which he has only carried off a few 
hoſtages ; he and his brother, alike fruſ- 
trated in all their views, have already - 
fallen back upon Saxony and Sileſia. 
Far from attacking rhe enemy's lines, 
as he did at Prague, at Torgau, and on 
ſo many other occaſions, during the great 
war of ſeven years; we have neither ſeen 
a ſiege, nor even a ſkirmiſh which de- 
ſerves the name. The campaign is 
cloſed ; and the Emperor, who never 
yet was preſent at a battle, nor beheld an 
army, except at the ceremony of a re- 
view, has foiled, and obtained a nega- 
tive victory, over the greateſt commanders 
of the preſent age. If the Prince Royal 
had led on the Pruſſians, we ſhould 
have been more ſucceſsful, and at leaſt 
have given battle to the enemy. Fre- 
deric has ſurvived himſelf, and is no 
longer the ſame hero who fought at Roſ- 
bach, at Torgau, and at Cunerſdorf.“ 
r Such 
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Such are the animadverſions paſſed on 
his conduct, by thoſe who cenſure the pre- 
ſent campaign. I confeſs that the facts and 
arguments are at firſt ſight calculated to 
make an impreſſion ; but on examination 
they will be found, in my opinion, no leſs 
unjuſt than unmerited. It is true that the 
campaign, which has been ſterile in great 
events, offers nothing brilliant to the ima- 
gination. Frederic has neither atchieved 
the conqueſt of Bohemia, nor the capture 
of Prague. I will even admit that his an- 
tagoniſt, by compelling him to retire into 
his own dominions, has acquired a degree 
of reputation at his expence. But allow- 
ing theſe principles, where has been the 
want of ability, enterprize, or ardour, in his 
Pruſſian Majeſty? Let us examine . 
ſionately. 

The war originates in the ſeizure. of a 
part of Bavaria by the Court of Vienna. If 
Frederic had not remonſtrated; if he had 
invaded Bohemia or Moravia, as he did in 


1756, inſtead of ſending reclamations and 
mani- 
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manifeſtos to Maria Thereſa, he might pro- 
bably have acquired more laurels; but he 
certainly would not have proved to all 
Europe, that he is animated by no other 
motive than the protection of the Ger- 
manic liberties. Such a cauſe; and ſuch a 
| conviction, outweigh in their effect the 
moſt brilliant victory. After fully demon- 
ſtrating his moderation and anxious wiſh 
for peace, he at length has recourſe. to 
arms. Entering Bohemia on the Sileſian 
quarter, he advances into the kingdom, and 
finds Joſeph the Second, with Lacy, at his 
ſide, entrenched behind the Elbe, in an 
inacceſſible camp, on the heights of Ko- 
nigingratz ; having under his command not 
leſs than a hundred thouſand ſoldiers. Prince 
Henry of Pruſſia, penetrates at the fame 
time on another quarter, where. he meets 
F.audohn advantagequſlly poſted, who im- 
pedes his further progreſs, or his approach 
towards the King. Joſeph declines, and 
even prohibits all offenſive or hazardous 


operations, wath the moſt: unremitting foli; 
37 M 3 citude, 
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citude, though far ſuperior in force. Flanked 
by Laudohn on his left, and by Had- 
dick on his right, while he was ſupplied 
with proviſions from his own dominions in 
| his rear; how. could Frederic, under ſuch 
diſadvantages, and at every poſſible riſk, 
force the Emperor to a general action? 
That he did not want the inclination, had it 
been practicable without the greateſt teme- 
rity, is inconteſtable, ſince he made every 
effort for the purpoſe, but in vain. The 
Emperor's determination to bear all inſults, 
and to ſee his provinces ravaged, rather 
than hazard an engagement, was 1 
matic and inſuperable. 

About the middle of Auguſt, while he 
was encamped at Jaromirz in Bohemia, 
Frederic rode out one morning with his 
nephew, the Hereditary Prince of Brunſ- 

wic, in order to reconnoitre the enemy 8 
poſition, and to judge whether there was 
no means of compelling them to a battle. 
« Eh bien, mon neyeu,” ſaid he, after 
long examining their camp with his glaſs at 
e his 
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his eye, * qu'en dites vous? N' a til pas 
moyen d'attaquer ces gens la f Oui, 
Sire, anſwered the Prince, . il y a 
bien moyen; et je repondrai a yotre Ma- 
« jeſtẽ de forcer les lignes, et d'entrer dans 
les trenchces Fepee, à la main. Nous 
© remporterons la victoire; mais la moitie 
* de votre armee ſera flambee.” The 
King was too wiſe to wiſh to purchaſe 
even victory at fo dear a rate, which muſt 
have incapacitated him for effectually pro- 
fiting of it in an enemy's country. Con- 
tent with having cooped up and immured 
the Imperial army, though ſuperior in 
numbers to his own; after having ſub- 
ſiſted his trdops for two months at the ex- 
pence of Bohemia, finding it impoſſible to 
form a junction with his brother, he gave 
orders to fall back to e near the 
frontiers of Sileſia. * 1360 
Never was retreat conducted ads more 
e ſkill. It was; by the univerſal 
teſtimony of Pruſſian and Saxon officers, 
the triumph of the military art; every move- 
M 4 ment 


168 * MEMOIRS OF THE / 


ment having been made with the accuracy 
of machinery, unaccompanied by hurry, 
embarraſſment, or confuſion.” Lacy vainly 
attempted to take advantage of the King' $ 
ſituation, by attacking his rear: not a 
man was loſt in his retreat, nor the lighteſt 
advantage gained over the Pruſſian troops. 
The Prince Royal eminently diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf on the occaſion ; and Frederic, was 
ſo charmed with the diſplay of cool intrepi- 
dity, joined to military talents in his con- 
duct, that forgetting his uſual coldneſs ti the 
HeirApparent, he embraced him in preſenee 
of all the Generals.“ Vous n'eſtesplus mon 
e neyeu,” ſaid he, vous eſtes aujourd 
« huy mon fils.“ At Schatalar the King 
ſtill continued to maintain himſelf ſeveral 
weeks, i in defiance of the Auſtrians $ defo- 
lating the northern circles: of [Bohemiap and 
carrying off contributions. He is now 
fallen back into his own dominions, or into 

thoſe of Saxony, where he remains; and 
whence, ſhonld the war continue, he will 
be able to open the campaign early in 
| 85 the 
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the enſuing ſpring, under! more CTY 
cirtumſtames. I 65000997 11907 ih 
After this ſhort, but accurate auen 
1 leave you to decide, whetlier his enemies 
can juſtly compare him to Prince Eugene 
in his decline, or aſſert with reaſon, that he 
has fſurvived his talents. Let us now exa- 
mine Prince Henry's conduct, who com- 
manded the other Pruſſian army; and who, 
on entering the territories of the enemy, 
found inſuperable obſtacles to his progreſs, 
or to his junction with the King. So com 
pletely had the Auſtrians gecupietl the paſles, 
by which alone it was ſuppoſed he could 
penetrate into Bohemia, that they conſi- 
dered it as impoſſible for him to overcome 
the difficulties in his way. It was only by 
proſiting of their confidence in their . ; 
ſtrength, and by movements equally rapid, 
maſterly, and unexpected, that he entered 
the circle of Leutmeritz, through deſiles 
either unknown to the Auſtrians them- 
ſelves, or regarded by them as impervious 
has a body of n By this ahle ma- 


nœuvre, 
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nœuvre, he made priſoners fourteen: hun- 


dred men ſtationed at Gabel, chiefly Ita- 
lians, who were ſurprized at finding them- 
ſelves inveſted and captured, before they 
knew or en the 8 * an 
enemy. ve 1 f 
Prince ws, ae advan; a 
Prague, was nevertheleſs obliged to contend 
with impediments almoſt inſurmountable. 


Laudohn, and Prince Charles Lichtenſtein, 


who were oppoſed to him, aſtoniſſied that 
he had rendered abortive all their precau- 
tions, fell back, and allowed him to reach 
Budin. During the march, he remained for 
three days ſeparated from his artillery; a 
circumſtance of which if the Imperial Ge- 
nerals had been apprized, they doubtleſs 
might have attacked him with almoſt a cer- 
tainty of ſucceſs. Laudohn, like his maſter 
the Emperor, and probably by his imme- 
diate direction, contented himſelf with 
adopting a defenſive plan, calculated to 
check the Prince's further progreſs. He 
occupied a camp at Munchengratz, ſo ſtrong 

iy as 
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as to be inattackable; and ſo. ſituated, as 
while it covered the capital of Bohemia, to 
cut off all means of junction, or even of 
communication, between the King and his 
brother. Of the numerous couriers who 
were ſent under every poſſible diſgguiſe, | 
from one to the other, ſuch. was the vis 
gilance of Laudohn, that none ever ſuc- 
ceeded in reaching his deſlination, or con. 
veying: intelligence. | 6 
Thus foiled in his Gr, to had 

a junction with the great Pruſhan army, 
and unable to force Laudohn in his lines, 
Prince. Henry had no reſource except 
to retire out of Bohemia, He has done 
ſo unmoleſted, and yeſterday reached Giſ- 
hibel, a village belonging to Saxony, 
not far from Pirna. The difficulties with 
which he had to ſtruggle in his retreat, 
ariſing from the badneſs of the roads, the 
mountainous nature of the country, and 
the advanced ſeaſon, were ſuch as could 
only have been ſurmounted by equal for- 
titude, perſeverance, and ſkill. But, how 
a general 
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a general ſuch as we know Laudohn to 
be, ſhould have allowed the Prince to eva- 


cuate Bohemia, without falling upon his 


rear, we are here at a loſs to conceive. 


Encumbered as he was with baggage, and 


dragging after him a train of heavy /ar- 
tillery, it would have been almoſt im- 
poſſible to prevent ſome loſs or, diſaſter, 


He has carried off immenſe contributions, 


and filled this city with hoſtages or pri- 
ſoners of war. I will not! however at- 
tempt to deny or to conceal, that ſome 
degree of diſſatisfaction is known to exiſt 
between Frederic and his brother, who 
part] y impute to each other the failure of 
more complete ſucceſs in their operations. 
It is likewiſe ſaid, that the King highly diſ- 
approves the ſpirit of play which has per- 
yaded the camp, and even the tent of the 
Prince. We know that he on his part is 
ſullen, gloomy, and out of humour. He 
remains encamped at Otterſdorf, a few 
miles diſtant, and permits his general offi- 
cers to viſit Dreſden, but declines. to do ſo 

himſelf. 
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himſelf. Platen and Mellendorf are now 
here. The cavalry, Saxon and Pruſſian, 
is deplorably ruined, owing to the neceſſity 
of harneſſing all the horſes, in order to 
draw the artillery out of the Bohemian 
defiles. - The road from hence to Otterſdorf, 
is ſtrewed with the bodies of horſes, either 
dead, or expiring of fatigue and ill uſage: 
but the infantry is in good condition, and 
has comparatively ſuffered little from the 
campaign. Here I ſhall cloſe the ng 
letter, and remain, 


er 27 a 
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(nt Yours. | 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Review of the Saxon Hiſtory.— Auguſtus the Second 
and Third.—Reign, death, and character of 
Frederic Chriſtian. — Character and anecdotes 
of the reigning Eleftor of Saxony, Frederic Au. 
guſtus.—Eleftreſs of Saxony.—Prince Charles, 
= Anecdotes of the Eleetreſs Dowager. 


| Duzsvzx, Oaoter 13th; 1978: 
* I quit this capital and country, 
it is natural that I ſhould ſay ſome- 
thing of the Sovereign and' the Court of 
Saxony. During a period of near ſeventy 
years, when the Electors were Kings of 
Poland, the Crown, though it continued to 
be eleQive, was almoſt conſidered as heres 
ditary in the Saxon line. It may however 
be juſtly doubted, whether except the title 
of King, and the honours annexed to it, 
any real advantage accrued to Saxony, from 


the elevation of their Princes to the Poliſh 
| throne. 
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throne. Auguſtus the Second expended 45 


great part of his Electoral revenues at War- 
ſaw, either in maintaining himſelf on that 
tottering and venal eminence, or in pur- 
chaſing the ſuffrages of the principal nobles 
and eccleſiaſtics in favour of his ſon. His 
numerous gallantries, His expenſive taſte, 
his extraordinary vigour of body, and his 
munificence, have rendered Auguſtus the 
Second not a little diſtinguiſhed in the hiſ- 
tory of the preſent century. Even his na- 


tural ſons conduced to immortalize their | 


father. Marſhal Saxe, who was one of 
them, fills perhaps a greater place in the 
annals of time, than his legitimate brother, 


Auguſtus the Third, King of Poland. His 


mother was the beautiful Counteſs of Ko- 
nigſmark, whole brother, the ill-fated lover 
of Sophia Dorothea, Princeſs of Zell, 
periſhed at Hanover, in the Manner which 
I have already related. bp 

Auguſtus the Second died only forty-five 
years ago, of a mortification in his foot, 


cauſed by a blow which he gave himſelf, 


when 


* 
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when 1 into his coach. The diſeaſe 
originated in a corrupt habit of body, as 
two of his toes had been already ampu⸗ 
tated, previous to the accident which ter- 
minated his life. He was certainly an 
amiable and accompliſhed Prince, brave, 
humane, generous, and endowed with ta- 
lents for captivating mankind. But, never 
was any Court more diſſolute than that of 
Dreſden under his reign. What ſhall we 
ſay of a Sovereign, who, as Lady Wortley 
Montague aſſures us, and ſhe knew him 
perſonally ; wooed the Counteſs of Coſel, 
by throwing at her feet a bag containing 
ten thouſand Louis d'ors, with one hand; 
while with the other he broke a horſe- hoe, 
and flung the pieces on the ground, as a 
proof that his ſtrength was not inferior to 
his generoſity! What are we to think of a 
man, who on hearing that the regent Duke of 
Orleans had expired in the arms of Madame 
de. Valor! ; . lifting his eyes and hands to 
Heaven, Clio, * Ah! que je meurs 
de la mort de ce juſte !” It is the King 
310 er 
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of Pruſſia himſelf, who relates this anecdote 
of Auguſtus; the wit of which is far ex- 
ceeded by its indecency and profligacy. 
Notwithſtanding the vices of his ad- 
miniſtration, the enormous waſte of money 
which his Poliſh kingdom occaſioned, 
and the devaſtation of Saxony by Charles 
the Twelfth of Sweden; who, after de- 
throning Auguſtus, allowed his victorious 
troops to live at free quarters in the Elec- 
torate: notwithſtanding theſe misfortunes 
of his reign, his memory is dear to the 
Saxons, who remember only his magni- 
ficence, his affability, and the ſplendor of 
his Court. The late King of Poland, 
Auguſtus the Third, bore no reſemblance 
to his father in the principal features of his 
character. He inherited much of the bodily 
ſtrength, but not the activity or addreſs 
of his predeceſſor. Mild, indolent, and 
deſtitute of energy, he was not formed to 
cope with ſo formidable a neighbour and 
antagoniſt as the preſent King of Pruſſia. 
Calculated for times of peace and repoſe, 
VOL. 11. A his 
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his abilities were unequal to ſituations of 
emergency or difficulty. In the protection 
of all the arts, and in the gratification of 
his paſſion for muſic as well as painting, he 


knew hardly any bounds. During more than 
twenty years, from his acceſſion in 1733, 


to the commencement of the great war in 
1756, no Prince in Europe could vie with 
him in theſe reſpects. Happy in the midſt 
of his numerous family, the illegitimate 
branches of which were ſcarcely leſs dear 
to him than his own ſons; occupied in 
forming the famous © Gallery of Dreſden,” 
or in aſſembling the fineft orcheſtra. that 
Germany had ever ſeen; Auguſtus de- 
volved the cares of government on his Mi- 
niſter and favourite, Count Bruhl. 

But the calm ſo long enjoyed by Saxony, 
uſhered in a period of unprecedented cala- 
mity. Relying on his connections and 
alliances with the Houſe of Auſtria, he im- 
prudently entered into the ſecret machina- 
tions, which Maria Thereſa, ſupported by 
Elizabeth, Empreſs of Ruſſia, ſet on foot to 

f reduce 
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reduce the power, and divide the dominions 
of the family of Brandenburgh. Frederic 
having anticipated the execution of the 
plan, by meaſures of equal vigour and 
deciſion, Saxony became the ſacrifice. to 
Auguſtus's want. of foreſight, and inju- 
dicious plans of aggrandizement. - The re- 
mainder of his life was only a tiſſue of miſ- 
fortune, aggravated by diſgrace. He ſaw 
Dreſden laid almoſt. in aſhes, his enemy 
maſter of the EleQorate, his army reduced 
to ſurrender at diſcretion, and his own 
perſon ſcarcely ſecure among his elective 
ſubjects at Warſaw. His wife, the late 
Queen of Poland, daughter of the Emperor 
Joſeph the Firſt, a Princeſs of exemplary 
piety and virtue; endeavoured to oppoſe a 
feeble barrier to Frederic's military ſeverity. 
Her days were embittered, and her end ac- 
celerated by the Pruſſian exactions, of which, 
for ſeveral years, ſhe was a reluctant ſpec- 
tatreſs. Hardly was Auguſtus reſtored to 
his capital and hereditary dominions, by 
the peace of 1762, when death terminated 
- N2 RS 
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His reign. Saxony, at his deceaſe, - = 
bited a deplorable picture of depopulation, 
miſery, and deſolation, not to be exceeded 
by any thing of which the preſent "oe: fur- 


niſhes an example. 


His eldeſt fon and ſucceſſor onna never- 
theleſs, unqueſtionably have been elected 


King of Poland, if, by a ſingular fatality, 


he had not followed his father to the grave, 


in the ſpace of a few weeks. So deep a root 


had the Saxon Family taken in that coun- 
try, by the uninterrupted poſſeſſion of the 
Crown ever ſince the deceaſe of John So- 
bieſki, that neither, the intrigues, nor the 
armies of Catharine, could probably have 
raiſed any other candidate to the throne. 


But the forms neceſſary, previous to the 
election of a Sovereign, and the time that 
elapſed from the demiſe of Auguſtus, to 
the period of filling the vacancy as pre- 
ſeribed by the Poliſh conſtitution, removed 
the only obſtacle to the Empreſs's views. 
The new Elector was carried off by the 
ſmall-pox, at Dreſden, in the vigour of his 


age, 
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age, on the 17th. of December 17635 after 
a reign of only ten weeks. His premature 
end overturned all the projects of the Court 
of Saxony, and enabled Catharine, in de- 
fiance of every impediment, to confer the 

Crown of Poland on Count Poniatowſki. 
Thoſe who were acquainted with the late 
Elector, Frederic Chriſtian, aſſure me that 
he was an enlightened, and an amiable 
Prince. His parts were not brilliant, but 
his judgment was ſound, his underſtanding 
ſolid, and his mind enlarged. Like all his 
predeceſſors ſince Auguſtus the Second, 
who in order to attain the Crown of Po- 
land, renounced the proteſtant tenets, he 
profeſſed the Catholic Faith. His adhe- 
rence to the Romiſh communion, did not 
prevent him from giving the moſt conſpi- 
cuous demonſtrations of a liberal mind. 
During his ſhort reign, he conferred offices 
of the higheſt truſt indiſcriminately on his 
ſubjects of both perſuaſions; and imme- 
diately after his acceſſion, he began by 

naming four Lutheran * Dames d'Honneur” 
N 3 to 
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to attend on the Electreſs. This innova- 


tion, the reſult of a ſuperior underſtand- 


ing, was ſoon repreſſed on his deceaſe. 

In his perſon and figure, the late Elector 
was eminently unfortunate. His face, 
arms, and breaſt, were well proportioned, 


and when ſeated at a table, he preſented 
the appearance of a handſome man; but 
from his waiſt downwards, he was de- 
formed, his thighs and legs being crooked 
and entirely contracted. Many reaſons 


have been aſſigned for ſo unhappy a con- 
formation. The moſt common, and that 
which has obtained general belief in Sax- 
ony is, that his mother, the late Queen of 
Poland, while breeding, was ſo affected 
at the ſight of a deer, which being ſhot 
in the haunch, was dragged before her, 
the legs trailing along the ground and 
bleeding ; that it occaſioned the deformity 
of her ſon. It is difficult to believe, but 
more difficult to diſprove, ſo extraordinary 
a ſtory. Whatever was the cauſe, the effect 


was irremediable, and baffled all medical 
ein. 
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{kill, Baths of every kind were reſorted 
to in vain, for the reſtoration of his limbs; 
and phyſicians from every part of Europe 
were conſulted to no purpoſe. The Elector 
remained a cripple during his whole life. 
To Frederic Chriſtian ſucceeded his eldeſt 
ſon, a minor of thirteen ; but the admi- 
niſtration of Saxony. was intermediately 
committed to Prince Francis Xavier, his 
uncle. The reigning Elector, Frederic 
Auguſtus, is in the prime of his age, not 
having yet completed his twenty-eighth 
year. Of a middle ſize, inclining rather to 


ſhort than tall, his limbs are neither active 


nor muſcular, though he poſſeſſes ſound 
health and a ſtrong conſtitution. Over 
his whole figure there is diffuſed ſome- 
thing, eaſier perceived than deſcribed, alto- 
gether deſtitute of grace, and deſicient in 
dignity. Nor are his manners calculated 
to compenſate for the want of perſonal 
accompliſhments, In his addreſs he is 
ſhy, diſtant, and reſerved. Coldneſs and 
inanimation characterize his behaviour, 
N 4 pervade 
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pervade his converſation, and accompany 
all his actions. He diſplays none of the 
gracious and communicative diſpoſition 
' which almoſt equally characterizes in differ- 
ent ways, his three cotemporaties, Frederic 
the Second, Staniſlaus, and the preſent 
Emperor. 

In more ſolid endowments, in appl. 
cation, ſtrength of mind, and talents for 
government, the Elector is by no means 
deficient. His reign has hitherto been a 
happy one for his fubjects, whoſe true 
intereſts he has diſcernment to perceive, 
and whoſe felicity he has ſufficient prin- 
ciple to conſult, in preference to 'every 
other object of purſuit. It is not the ag- 
grandizement of his houſe, the acquiſition 
of a precarious crown, or the exten- 
ſion of his dominions; but the ſecurity, 
protection, and renovation of Saxony, 
which regulate his ſyſtem of policy. 
Rigid in his morals, and tinctured with 
bigotry on articles of religious belief, he 
repreſſes with ſeverity the ſlighteſt devi- 
8 ations 
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ations from propriety - of conduct. No 
men or women of diſſolute characters will 
ever attain to favor or preferment under 
the preſent reign. In gallantry, whether 
of mind or perſon, he is totally deficient; 
and towards the ſex, conſidered as objects 
of paſſion, he is peculiarly cold. The 
Elector, though young, never entertained 
a miſtreſs, nor has he hitherto had any 
children, legitimate or illegitimate. He 
ſeems to be in a great meaſure inſenſible to 
the pains, as well as the pleaſures of love; 
an exemption which perhaps equally entitles 
him to our envy and our compaſſion. 
Frederic Auguſtus has no taſte for ſplen- 
dor, or the luxurious magnificence of a 
court, like his two predeceſſors the Kings 
of Poland. All his amuſements are ſober, 
temperate, and confined to a ſmall. number 
of perſons. He dances, it is true, at the 
court-balls in Carnival, and is fond of that 
diverñon, if he can with propriety be ſaid 
to be fond of any thing. Twice every 
week he 8 to hunt at the palace of Mo- 
| ritzburg; 
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ritzburg; but he is accompanied by ſcarcely. 
any attendants or courtiers. For the fine 
arts, he betrays no partiality ; and though 
the celebrated gallery of paintings, collected 


by his grandfather Auguſtus the Third at 


an immenſe expence, communicates with, 
and is in effect a part of the Electoral 
Palace, he rarely viſits it. That noble re- 


| politory of the works of the great maſters, 


Italian and Flemiſh, is left for the inſpection 

of ſtrangers. His Pruſſian Majeſty, on the 
contrary, when maſter of Saxony during 
the late war, found leiſure amidſt dangers in- 
ternal and foreign, to paſs ſome hours every 
week, in contemplating the models of taſte 


and excellence aſſembled at Dreſden, 


The EleQor, though not diftinguiſhed 
either by his patronage or paſſion for the 


arts, is nevertheleſs a prince of a cultivated 


underſtanding. In natural philoſophy and 
various other branches of knowledge, he 
has made conſiderable progreſs. He is 
muſical, and performs with execution on 


the harpſichord: yet even his muſical 


pleaſures 
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pleaſures are ſolitary, and he rarely, if ever, 
permits any one to be preſent on thoſe oc- 
caſions. For military affairs he has never 
manifeſted any inclination, THe wears in- 
deed frequently an uniform; but though 
the parade where his guards and troops 
exerciſe daily, is ſituated within a hundred 
paces. of the palace, he ſcarcely ever appears 
there, and contents himſelf with inſpecting 
them from the windows of his apartments. 
Had he felt a diſpoſition to ſignalize himſelf 
in the field, he might have found an occa- 
ſion at this moment, when an Emperor 
and a King are both at the head of their 
reſpective armies, the one to attack, and 
the other to defend his Electorate! It is 
well known that Prince Henry of Pruſſia, 
a commander ſcarcely inferior to any of the 
preſent age, and of years ſo much more ad- 
vanced, offered to ſerve under the Elector, | 
if he had been diſpoſed. to take the . 
The propoſal was declined. | 

Count Marcolini, his only favourite, 
and his conſtant companion, is an Ita- 
lian, 
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lian, about five-and-forty years of age, 


who having been formerly a page of 


honour in the Court of Saxony, became. 


known to Frederic Auguſtus at an early 


period of life. Of a diſpoſition amiable 


and conciliating, he has improved the op- 


portunities which his place and ſituation 
afforded, to attain the higheſt degree of 
perſonal favour with his maſter. He has 
in fact neither rival nor competitor, for the 
eminence which he occupies. Count Stut- 
terheim fills the employment, and performs 
the functions of firſt miniſter; but Mar- 


colini, without the oſtentation or reſponſi- 
bility of office, poſſeſſes no inconſiferable 
ſhare of political influence, 


In whatever point of view we ſurvey 


the Elector, his characteriſtic is a tranquil- : 
lity of mind approaching to apathy. Thoſe 


who know him moſt intimately, aſſert that 


he is never greatly agitated by any purſuit 


or occupation. If he hunts, it is not ſo 


much from natural ardour for the chace, as 


from a conviction that the exerciſe is ſalu- 
| tary 
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tary and beneficial to his health. He 
neither takes a lively intereſt in his palaces, 
nor his horſes, nor in the company of 
ladies, nor in the converſation of his cour - 
tiers. Of courſe, he is ſeldom betrayed into 
thoſe weakneſſes which originate from ſen- 
ſibility, the chief ſource of refined gratifi- 
cation. Diſtant and retired, he neither in- 
ſpires warm attachment in others, nor is he 
animated with ſtrong affection for thoſe 
about him. A confined education, joined 
to elevated ideas of his own rank, have 
added ſtrength to his habitual 1 i But 
his defects are private and perſonal, termi- 
nating in himſelf: while his virtues are 
public, and diffuſe happineſs through his 
dominions. He will not indeed, be re- 
membered in future ages, by his protection 
of talents, by his ſkill in tournaments, by 
his valour, or the magnificence of his 
Ulſpolition, * like Auguſtus the Second. 
But his reign will probably be recollected 
and commemorated as an zra, from which 
Saxony, plunged into every ſpecies of 
misfortune by the ———_— or incapa- 

city 
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Tity of its Princes, revived under the wiſe 
government of an economical and pacific 


Sovereign. 
The reigning Electreſs, his ile Maria 


Amelia Auguſta, i is of the Houſe of Deux- 
Ponts, and was born in 1752. Her per- 


ſon is tall, elegant, and dignified, though 


ſhe cannot with propriety be termed hand- 
ſome, as her face is marked with the ſmall- 
pox. She has fine hair in prodigious quan- 
tity, a fair complexion, eyes by no means 
deſtitute of expreſſion, and an intereſting 
countenance. Her manner, which impreſſes 


at firſt with the idea of diſtance and reſerve, 


becomes on nearer acquaintance, eaſy, affa- 
ble, and pleaſing. In converſation ſhe is 


lively and communicative ; without poſ- 


ſeſſing either ſuperior talents, or a very cul- 


tivated underſtanding. Her life, like that 


of Princeſſes in general, is uniform, and 
deſtitute of gaiety or variety. She goes in- 
deed regularly to the comedy, to the chace, 
and to the country: but the Elector com- 


| monly accompanies her on theſe occaſions, 


which 
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which can ſcarcely be denominated parties 
of ' pleaſure. The Electreſs has little taſte 
for ſedentary amuſements ; a circumſtance 
the more to be regretted, as ſhe paſſes many 
of her private hours in ſolitude or ſecluſion, 
without company of any kind. Muſic and 
painting form her principal reſources, Over | 
her huſband ſhe is ſuppoſed to poſſeſs. no 
political influence; and their marriage, 
which hitherto has not been productive of 
iſſue, may be conſidered rather as an all- 
ance of ſtate, than as an union of mutual 
inclination. % 


Her ſterility muſt be 8 as more 
than an ordinary misfortune to the Elector, 
and to Saxony; ſince Prince Charles, who is 
his next brother, and his preſumptive heir, 
labours under all the varieties of deformity 
which can meet in the human frame. I 
have the honour to know him, and to ſee 
him frequently. Scarron himſelf muſt have 
been handſome, compared to Prince Charles 
of Saxony, whoſe face, hands, body, legs, 


and feet, are all more or leſs diſtorted. In- 
capable 
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capable of walking, ſtanding, or mounting 


a horſe, on account of his numergus'infir- 


mities, he is wheeled about from one apart- 
ment to another. Under ſuch an accumu- 


lation of corporeal ailments, he is neverthe- 
leſs chearful, converſible, and almoſt gay. 
One ſhonld be tempted to ſuppoſe by his 
converſation and deportment, that he is not 


unhappy. From neceſſity, not leſs than 


from inclination, he has cultivated his mind, 
the only part of his formation which ad- 


mits of improvement. It is ſingular, that 


he was not born in a ſtate of deformity, 
but gradually became ſo at the age of eleven 
or twelve, previous to which time his limbs 
were apparently well made: he is now about 
fix-and-twenty. Such a perſon ſeems to be 


incapacitated by his infirmities for marriage. 
Vet, as the EleQor has hitherto no chil- 
dren, and the ſucceſſion would by his death 
devolve on Prince Charles, the Electreſs 
Dowager his mother wiſhes to procure him 
a bride. For the honour of human nature 
and of wedlock, it is to be hoped that the 


project 
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ales will never be en into execu- 
ho As: ices ER » des x the Elector _ 
Prince Charles, two younger brothers, 
Anthony and Maximilian, who have al- 
ready attained to manhood, and who labour 
under no bodily defects; ſuch a meaſure 
can hardly be eſteemed neceſſary to pre- 
vent the extinction of the Saxon male line 
in the preſent Houſe. No event can indeed 
be apparently more improbable at this time, 
than ſuch a failure. But, ſhould it ever 
take place, contrary to all appearances; and 
of courſe, the reigning, or Albertine 
branch, become extinct; the Electoral 
dignity, and the Saxon dominions, (after 
paſſing” through the ſurviving ſons of Au- 
guſtus the Third, i 1 uch there wefe-emidity 


N ing alive,) would revert to the elder, or K 

N „ Erneſtine branch, now reigning at 

ö Weymar. Germany would then witneſs 
| one of the moſt extraordinary events, 
; 'which its internal kiftory and conflitution 
| preſent: namely, the reſtoration of the 
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deſcendants of John Frederic, Elector of 
Saxony, to their ancient patrimonial title 
and ' territories. He was defpoiled and 
degraded after the battle of Mühlberg, by 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth; above two 
centuries ago. You may probably recollect 
that the virtuous and unfortunate: Printe to 
whom I allude, for his adherence to the 
the Proteſtant Faith, no leſs than for his 


- generous reſiſtance to the Imperial power, 


was deprived of his Electoral dominions 
and dignity, which Charles conferred on 
his couſin Maurice, and his male deſcend- 
ants. In their line it ſtil} continues: but 
by ſubſequent ſtipulations it was nevertheleſs 
ſettled,” that if they ever became extinct, 
the poſterity of John . Frederic ſhould be 
again reinſtated in their original honors and 
poſſeſſions. © This is the caſe, which though 
highly improbable, would be realized, ſhould 
the preſent Elector and his three. brothers 
die without male iſſue. 
The Electreſs Dowager, Maris Anti 
nietta, mother to the four Princes above- 
pentioned, 
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mentioned, may be denominated in every 
ſenſe, a diſtinguiſhed woman. She is 
daughter to that moſt unfortunate Prince; 
Charles the Seventh, 'who,/ from Elector of 
Bavaria, was raiſed by France to the Imperial 
dignity, in the year 1741. Driven by the 


forces of Maria Thereſa from his hereditary 
dominions, and compelled to take refuge 
in an inn at Franefort, while Munich was 
in the hands of the Auſtrians; he ſoon 
afterwards terminated his days, the victim 
of Freteh policy, no leſs than of his own 
ambition. His daughter, of whom I now 
ſpeak, is about fifty-four, and, if I may 
judge from her preſent infirmities, as well 
as her broken ſtare of health, does not pro- 
miſe to attain to a very advanced age. In 
her perfon, even when young, the. never 
can have been agrecable. Her figure is 
Mort, her face red, marked with the ſmall - 
pox, and little calculated to procure admĩra- 
tion. Vet, in defiance of ſo many natural 
diſadvantages, an air of ſenſe and intelli- 
gence illuminates her countenance. Few 
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Princeſſes poſſeſs more knowledge of tlie 
world, more gracious manners, on greater 
powers of pleaſing in convetſation - Miſo 


treſs of various languages, acquainted with 


the human heart, and ingratiating in her 
addreſs, ſhe conduees not a little to render 
the Saxon Court agreeable to. ſtrangers. 
Her ambition is not inferior to her politi- 
eal talents; but ſhe has at preſent no field 


on hich to exert either, 28 her ſon the 


Elector no longer conſults her on matters 
of a public nature, nor allows her to inter- 
fere in ſtate affairs. Fruſtrated of the Crown | 
of Poland by her huſband's premature 
geath, at the moment when ſhe ſeemed 
about to be raiſed to that throne : and now 
removed f from the active ſcenes of ſtate, ſhe 
happily f finds, reſources i in ber | love of let · 
ters. 8 patroneſs of the Arts, ſhe has 
adorned. her mind by, the, peruſal of the 
works of the fineſt. writers in moſt Euro- 
pean languages. I was ſurprized to find her 
ſo well verſed in ours; and I have.too. many 


en to her, for dhe diſtinguiſhed 


manner 


OO 14 


COURT OF BERLIN, etc. 197 


manner in which ſhe has treated me dur- 
ing my ſtay here, not to ſpeak of her with 
a degree of gratitude that I am aware is 
allied to partiality . i 

My reſi dence at Dreſden now draws to a 
cloſe, being about to ſet out for Munich. 
I would willingly paſs. throu Uk Bohemia; 
but it is ſtill, a ſeene of war, and though 
hoſtilities between the great armies "have 
ceaſed, there is no communication open 
from this city to Prague. I muſt therefore. 
of neceſſity take my courſe through Frey- 
| ww the ne Falatinate, . Reno. N | 
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try. Munich. Character and Anecdotes of the 
a Eleckor Palatine, Charles Theodore. —E xplana- 


©" tion of the Pacific ſyſtem varie b that Prince 
Court e ergns LT 


SV 


Wonen, — 1778, 

by my way from Dreſden to this city, 
I paſſed near a week at Ratiſbon, which, 
without being in a ſtate of ſiege, is never- 
theleſs as completely inveſted at preſent by 
the troops of Maria Thereſa and Joſeph, 
as Dantzic is by the forces of Frederic. 
Ratiſbon is built on the ſouthern bank of 
the Danube, oppolite to which, on the 
northern ſide, ſtands the little town of 
Amhof, at the diſtance of ſcarce a hundred 
yards. Two bridges, one of ſtone, the 
other of wood, connect them, the river 
being 
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1 divided into two ſtreams at the ſpot. 
We were ſtopped on our arrival, by the 
Auſtrian ſoldiers poſted at Amhof; of which 
place the Court of Vienna took poſſeſſion 
in common with the reſt of Lower Bavaria, 
upon the deceaſe of the late Elector, about 
ten months ago. It muſt be confeſſed that 
Ratiſbon is thereby placed in the moſt cri- 
tical and perilous ſituation, ſurrounded on 
every ſide by the Imperial troops, who may, 
at any moment, enter the city, and ſequeſter 
it in virtue of ſome antiquated pretenſion. 
After the recent ſeizure of ſo conſiderable 
a portion of the Bavarian ſucceſſion, what 
part of the German Empire can be regarded 
as ſecure? The terror occaſioned by it, 
has already operated univerſally; and it 
has even been agitated to remove the Diet 
from Ratiſbon, where that aſſembly has 
been held for ages, to ſome other place 
more protected from violence. The reſult 
of the preſent war between Auſtria and 


Pruſſia, will determine how far the Ger- 
O 4 manic 
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manic ſyſtem 1 is, or is not likely to continue 
unviolated; a queſtion which can e be 

decided by arms. 0 WML, 
From the gates of Ratiſbon to thoſe of 
Landſhut, a ſpace of more than fifty miles, 
the whole intermediate country is occupied 
by Maria Thereſa's troops, and become in 
all reſpects incorporated with her other vaſt 
dominions. It is a very fertile portion of 
Bavaria, producing immenſe crops of grain, 
and muſt prove, if finally retained by her, 
an ineſtimable acquiſition of power and 
reſources to the Houſe of Auſtria. The 
population is not inferior to the exuberance 
of the ſoil; and when its local poſition is 
conſidered, which protects the weſtern 
frontier of the Empreſs Queen's territories, 
where ſhe is moſt vulnerable, I am not ſur- 
priſed that Pruſſia and Saxony have oppoſed 
ſo ' important an augmentation of. her 
ſtrength. At Landſhut commence the ac- 
tual dominions of the Elector Palatine, as 
Duke of Bavaria, which continue uninter- 
ruptedly 
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ruptedly to Munich; but it is by no means 
ſo fine a tract as that _— lein * he 
Court of Vienna. r neee 

The Bavarian peaſants eee! a race 
of men far inferior to the Saxons in bodily 
formation, and not leſs in the plenty and 
riches of their farms, as well as in cultiva- 
tion of manners. Superſtition and poverty, 
blended with diſtreſs, are viſible in every 
village, and almoſt in every countenance. 
Such a'contraſt may partly reſult: from 
phyſical cauſes,” but muſt be principally 
attributed to the genius of the government. 
The approaches to Munich bear no ſimilari- 
ty, either in beauty or in fertility, to the 
environs of Dreſden. For many miles 
before I arrived here, the country, which 
is level, exhibits few marks either of. in- 
duſtry or of riches. . The city of Munich 
itſelf, though large, handſome, and full of 
elegant buildings, wants the vivacity and 
gaiety of the capital of Saxony. It muſt 
however be admitted, that the mountains of 
the Ow; form a ſublime. and pictureſque | 

i "8421 object, | 
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object, extending acroſs the whole Horizon 
to the ſouth, at the diſtance of twenty 
leagues, their ſummits . with per- 
0 ſnow. EEO) 3H 9 Þ 
ihe is mie =-Hatle- eurious 00d a King, 
kad Munich in profound repoſe, the Court 
occupied in  amuſements, and no indica» 
tion or appearance of war, at a moment 
when Auſtria, Pruſſia, and Saxony, are eon: 
tending for a part of Bavaria itſelf,. The 
Elector Palatine, who as it would ſeem, 
ſhould, not leſs from inclination than from 
neceflity, have drawn his ſword, in order 
to maintain the integrity of the ſueceſſion 
devolved to him, remains paſſiye and 
neutral in his own quarrel. He even 
ſanctions the uſurpation of a conſiderahle 
part of his territories, and legitimates, as 

far as he is able, the violence of the Im- 
perial cabinet. How are we to account 
for ſuch a line of conduct, in a Prince hither- 
to confidered as neither puſillanimous, nor 
incapable of defending his rights? How 
are we to reconeile it to the ordinary 
maxims 
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maxims of political. intereſt, or of private 
honor? I will endeavour» from the lights 
which I poſſeſs, to explain in ſome meaſure 
the ſecret motives of 8 ann 
en a policy. Ant. is ll 
Charles Theodore, the reignin Bled 
Palatine, is no longer Young, nor under 
the influence of any paſſions except ſuch 
as are compatible. with, if they, do nar 
contribute to, his felicity and repoſe. En- 
dowee with Judgment, and. polleſſed of n no 


119: 


mean ablities, be is nevertheleſs unambi- 


On 2995079 


tious, and more attached t. to his pleaſures, 
than deſirous of aggrandizing his houſe, oi or 
extending his dominions. in attention | 
and application” to public buſineſs he is not 
deficient. His leiſure is principally di- 
vided between the gratifications of appe- 
tte; and the purfufts of literature, to both 
of kel he alternately ſacrifices. He no 
longer rides or hunts, having renounced 
fox cheſe ten or twelve years paſt, the diver- 
ſion of the chate, on account of the dizai- 
neſs to which he is ſubject: but in the con- 
vivighty' of the table he indulges freely. As 


; a Sove- 


204 .!2 MEMOIRS QÞ THE 


2 Sovereipty, compelled tothepbſervatice of 
certain forms; he dinestevety' da y in Public, 
about one b'elock Yee ſups in private, 
and at theſe ſelect Parties the Elector lays 
aſide all reſtraint, Ladies contribute 0 anf. | 
mate the converſation „which 18 not cdufined 
within tlie firſts of ſebetity Ls female 
attachments have hät, 1 It RYE 26 4 
Period of his life, been Aitkitigtncned by 
Ecleaty or leſs eien © 21 choicg. On "the 
contrary, they have zue berg marked Þ 


101 189 


oppoſite charaQeriſtics, | Fey princes now 


# 4 © þ 


pruffia, ape cultivated, their, minds more 
affiduouſly, or with, greater, hege His 
reading! is extenſive; and; to the information 


derived, from books, he, adds the,zdyantages 
of travel, as well 26,3 perfect kngwledge 
.of mankind. He has.-viſited Italy,, and 
reads the works of the poets and hiſtorians 
of that country, ancient wt; modern, in 
their original languages. In Engliſh, Tam 
aſſured he is:not [leſs] converſant . Though 
4 Catholic, he is by no means a bigot ; and 
* οe 6 © 21 : if 
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if we trythim-by:th@-ordiniry Nanddrdiof 
princes; Wen e ann mueli 
ben medioerity. Dick. 1 LEN 3 Gf] t e 961 
When young, fbr he ty ad fifty-fout; 
hari married to his couſin, a prineeſs of 
the ſame branch ef the Palatine family 
from which he is himfelf deſcended. She is 
ſtill alive büt they have never had any 
iſfupes The. Elecreſs, Maria Elizabeth of 
Sulzbach; YO Was bort in 172 1 is hear 
four years older than her hufband. Neither 
her face, nor her figure, can ever have had 
any pretenſions to beauty; but ſhe is a 
womari of parts and ſpirit. In her ſterility 
is to be diſcovered the leading cauſe of 
Charles Theodore's pôlitieal conduct. Def- 
titute of legitimate deſcendants, ard with- 
out hope of any by his preſent wife; ; 
ſucceeding” the late Elector of Bavaria, a 
Prince for whom hè did not feel any affec- 
tion; and unattached to his preſumptive 
ſueseller, the Duke of Deux-Ponts; he 
has no ambition to tranſmit entire the 
Palatifie ſucceſſion” to a collateral and diſ- 
| tant 
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tant Air. All his affections and inelina- 
tions: are converted zinto another channel, 
He has five natural children, two male and 
three female, for whom He feels the vartneſt 
attach ment. ;; One: of them, who: is mar- 
ried to Frederic William, Prince of Iſſem - 
bourg, is now herü at Munich. The 
Imperial Court, well informed of the Elec 
tors ſentiments political and privateꝭ has pro- 
fited of his: partiality towards his illegitimiate 
iſſue, Prince Kaunitz has found means to 
convey to him aſſurances, on the part of 
Maria Thereſa and Joſeph, that, in return 
for his neutrality and acquieſcenes in their 
claims on Bavaria, they will provide in a 
diſtinguiſhed manner for all his natural 
children. Nor have they neglected to 
awaken his jealouſy, and excite his reſent- 
ment, at the oppoſition which he has 
experienced from the Duke of Deux- 
% 
Influenced by theſe conſiderations, par- 
ticularly the former, Charles Theodore 
hitherto holds firm to his convention with 
| the 
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the Houſe of Auſtria. Neither the. mur- 
murs of his new ſubjects, who feel for;the | 
humiliatien of the Bavarian 7 line and name, 
nor the remonſtrances of Pruſſia and Sax- 
ony, can induce him to take up arma in his 
own cauſe. He ſees, with philoſophic indif- 
ference, the moſt beautiful portion of his 
dominions torn from bim by! foreign vio- 
lence, It is however, matter of. reaſonable 

doubt, how long he can perfiſt, in ſo paſſive 
a ſyſtem. Thoſe who have acceſs to him in 

his private hours, aſſert that he is viſibly un- 

eaſy and diſturbed; that he wiſhes to drown 

reflection; and as the beſt means of effect- 
ing it, that he has recourſe to the ſame ex- 
pedient which Alexander uſed, when deſir- 
ous of ayoiding the importunity of thought. 
I am aſſured likewiſe, that in his own family 
he experiences the moſt pointed oppoſition, 
not to ſay the ſevereſt reproaches. The 
Electreſs his wife, as a Princeſs of the Pala- 
tine family, feels for the wounded dignity 
of her huſband ; and the Ducheſs Dowager 
of Bavaria her ſiſter, ſprung from the ſame 
origin, participates in ro Electreſs's emo- 


tions, 


_- — . — 


mois. 
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tions. When alone with the Electer, they 
expreſs their ſentiments in language of 'the 
utmoſt aſperity, and endeavour i to rouſe 
him from his inaction. Time will ſhew r 
howifar theſe efforts dan ſurmount His affe. 
tion for his natural children, added to his 
love of repoſe. Iti:naed Ron 3d gone} 
i was preſented to his Electoral Highnelb 
a fe days agel lis manner is rather po. 
lite than dignifed; nor do the Hñnes of His 
countenance; which are harſh, ſaturnine, And 
ſtrong, prepoſſeſs at firſt ſight in Nik fare. 
He has a large forehead) black eyebrows, 


his noſe hooked and Prominent j his figure 


manly, but not gracefuk; of à middle ſite, 
inclining t6wards corpulency:' In general he 
wears'an uniform, land" the inſignia of no 
leſs than three orders of knighth6od.* © One 


is the Golden Fleece?” Tent” Him by the 


Court of Vienna 6854050 acceſſion to the 
Bavarian dominions, as a mark 'of conci- 
liation and“ reſpect, at the very moment 
when they were enen him of bis ter- 
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The Court of Munich does not ſtrike 
me as brilliant, though the Palatine and 
Bavarian Nobility are in ſome degree united 
here under a common Sovereign. Nor is 
the Electoral Palace either a regular, or a 
beautiful ſtructure. One apartment, a bed- 
chamber, the furniture of which is faid to 
have coſt a hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, was fitted up by order of the late Em- 
peror, Charles the Seventh. After ſurvey- 
ing the ſplendid chamber which he occupied 
when living, it was a curious tranſition to 
deſcend into the obſcure ſubterranean vault 
where he now repoſes, in the church of the 
Theatins, His remains are depoſited in a 
ſimple coffin, compoſed of block tin, and - 
on it this inſcription : 


“Carolus Septimus, 
* Romanorum Imperator, 
“Semper Auguſtus.” 


Cloſe by his ſide, unconſcious of the wars 
which at this moment deſolate Europe, to 
which he has given riſe, is laid the Elector 

VOL. 11. ES his 
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his ſon, who died only a few months age. 
Such a ſcene is calculated to awaken many 
reflections; but as they would be rather 
gloomy and philoſophical, than of a cheerful 
deſcription, I leave them to your own ſug- 
geſtion, and conclude by informing you 
that to-morrow I ſhall ſet out for Vienna, 


A 
4+ ee 
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General opinions b at Vienna, relgtipa it 


the conduct of the campaign. State of Vienna 
and of the Court. 42 . the: Ow... 
dv. ann Wo III 5 91 911 10 
9 Hi Rif oh VEVieway NO Pen 28 #776. 1 
AFTER ban viſned the Poliſhę Saxon, 
< * and- Bavarian eapitals, ho arrived! Here 
trom Munich three weeks' ago. The Impe- 
rial Court, as well as the metropolis! at large, : 
| ſeem to be plunged" into a fort bf melan- 
choly and gloomy repoſe, which Has ſuc- 
ceeded the late campaign. Diſappoititvient 
and dejection 7 may be eaſily percekted, nor 
are they, indeed, concealed. 1 fee no 
marks of exultation, and 1 hear no Pane- 
gyrics on the Emperor's military Aatchibve- 
ments. * the conduct of Frederic! 18 le- 
verely criticized at Dieſden, that 'of Joſeph 
is loudly reprobated at Vienna. f dined 
+ | yeſterday 


*3 
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yeſterday at Prince Coloredo's. On my 
right hand fat an officer of diſtinction, who 
had ſerved in the Moravian army during 
the whole ſummer; and we diſcuſſed the 
operations of the two leaders, as well as their 
1 erg to . TRE ap- 
plas,” 80 ee 


1 een J &\ * i, LEY 


« Never 85 faid 8 7 e 

« of the reigning Empreſs, during eight- 
| emp years, have the Auſtrians ex- 
. Be ſo inglorious a ſpeRacle to Eu- 

* rope, as in the eampaign of 1778. We have 

« « indecdhin former periods been more un- 
 Forranate; ; we have been defeated: and 
put to the ford: but we have never yet, 
6 with ſyperior numbers, at. the beginning 
« of the campaign, in the midſt of our own 
0 territories, and poſſeſſing all the means of 
44 offenſive war, ſubmitted to be ſhut up 
6 and. beſieged within, our lines. At the 
« moſt diſaſtrous period of the late war in 
. 17 57, after the defeat which we ſuſtained h 
7 at Prague, Daun would not have adopted 
4 * ſo i a plan, though he might 
EE. 4 4 have 


£ 1 
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have been juſtified in purſuing it. If 
ever offenſive operations were neceſſary 
in order to inſpire the troops with ardor, 


8 they were ſo in the preſent- campaign: It 


was indiſpenſable, after a peace of fifteen 
years, to ſhew the Auſtrian ſoldier that he 
was not inferior to the Pruſſian, either in 
diſcipline, | in courage, or in leaders. But 
what has the Emperor done? He has im- 
© prefſed an indelible conviction on all his 
| officers and ſoldiers, that whatever may 


be the juſtice of his cauſe, he feels his 
inability to maintain it in the field. He 
has tacitly admitted the Pruſſian ſuperi- 


ority. From the inacceſſible heights of 
Konigingratz, Joſeph beheld the fineſt 


provinces of Bohemia plundered, with- 
out daring to make an effort for their 
defence. Frederic has carried off immenſe 
contributions, and deeply imprinted the 
terror of his arms in every village, a and on 
every inhabitant. Was any exertion 
made to impede his retreat out of Bohe- 


mia, when loaded with plunder ? None. 
P3 . 
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Ne retired without our ſcarcely daring to 
4 moleſt him; and he will return far more 
formidable in the enſuing ſpring. 

But, our misfortunes and our diſgrace | 
do not ſtop here. The pernicious, pre- 
*! ſence of the Emperor has diffuſed them 
4 tions, and prevented our ſucceſs, where, 
„without his interference, it would have 
&* been equally certain and brilliant. 
« Though the King was able to effect his 
retreat without confuſion to Schatzlar, in 
ſight of the Emperor and Marſhal Lacy; 
Prince Henry of Pruſſia could not have 
$6 retired with equal impunity into Sax- 
* ony, under the eyes of Laudohn. That 
„ able commander, who was encamped at 
„ Munchengratz; after effeQually pre- 
venting the junction of the two armies, 
4 only waited for the favorable moment of 
action. He knew the impediments to 
Prince Henry's retreat, the ruined con- 
LY dition of his cavalry, the difficulty of 
« 0 5 his 11 and the impoſh- 


» < _ * — 
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if vigoroully attacked. Laudohn had 
even formed all his diſpoſitions for the 


purpoſe, iſſued his final orders, and was 
about to execute them on: the following 
morning at day-break. Our ſucceſs muſt 
have been infallible. But, for our misfor- 
tune, his Imperial Majeſty arrived from 
Konigingratz, in an open carriage, alone, 
on the evening before the deſtined attack. 
All Laudohn's plans were inſtantly re- 
verſed; we remained inactive; and 


Prince Henry, like the King his brother, 


cloſed the campaign triumphantly. It is 
thus that we are ſacrificed, counteracted, 


and diſhonored, How can it be other- 
wiſe? The Empreſs, we are not ignorant, 


only wiſhes for peace. The Emperor 
breathes war, but knows not how to con- 
duct it, though he aſpires to ſuperin- 


tend all the operations in perſon. Prince 


Kaunitz fluctuates between both; deſirous 
of repoſe, yet anxious to gratify a Prince 
whoſe paſſion is ambition, and who may 


ſoon become his ſole maſter. Such is the 
actual ſtate of our affairs.“ 


14 | Iconfeſs 
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1 confeſs myſelf not a little inclined to 
admit the juſtice of this picture, which is cer- 
tainly true, though perhaps highly coloured. 
It is ſtamped in legible characters on every 
countenance here, and pervades every con- 
verſation. All the operations of war are 
however, for the preſent cloſed, or ſuſpend- 
ed by the ſeaſon. Frederic, at ſixty- ſeven, 
no longer braves the ſnows, nor keeps the 
field, as he did twenty years ago, when 
contending for his crown and life. He is 
retired into Sileſia, and has diſpoſed of his 
troops in winter- quarters. A ſimilar con- 
duct is purſued by the Auſtrians. When 1 
arrived here on the ſeventh of this month, 
1 found all the great general officers already 
returned. Lacy, Laudohn, Prince Charles 
Lichtenſtein, had quitted the army of Bo- 
hemia; as Duke Albert of Saxe-Teſchen 
had done that of Moravia, The Archduke 
Maximilian was ſcarcely recovered from a 
long and ſevere illneſs, with which he had 
been attacked in the camp at Konigingratz. 
The Emperor alone, abſent in Bohemia, was 

{till occupied in *uing directions relative to 
* | the 
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the cantonment of the forces, and inſpecting 
the frontier. As ſome compenſation for his 
abſence, the Great Duke and Ducheſs of 
Tuſcany came here in September, on a viſit 


to the Empreſs Queen; but their preſence, 


whatever perſonal conſolation i it may afford 
her, is far from diffuſing hitherto the 
lighteſt degree of gaiety. over the Court or 
capital. They remain almoſt conſtantly 
ſecluded in the Imperial Palace, without 
mixing in -any of the amuſements of 
Vienna. | | 

After being long and. Fee ex- 
pected, the Emperor reached this city five 


days ago, at ten in the morning of the 23d, 
from Olmutz. He came incognito in his 


poſt-chaiſe, with ſcarcely any attendants, In 
order to enjoy the pleaſure of ſurprizing 
the Empreſs, he did not even permit his ar- 
rival to be announced ; and having purpoſely 
taken his way through the leaſt frequented 
ſtreets of Vienna, he got undiſcovered to 
the palace. Quitting his carriage, he ran 
haſtily up a private ſtaircaſe which led to 

her apartment, and before the was prepared 
for 
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for it, he threw himſelf into her arms. 
Maria Thereſa's emotions at ſeeing her ſon 
again, were not leſs violent than they had 
been at his departure for Bohemia in April, 
and ſhe was for ſome minutes overcome by 
them. I ſaw the Emperor next day * 
court, there being a gala in honour of the 
Great Ducheſs of Tuſcany's birth-day, 
where he was preſent. He looks burnt and 
thin, as might be naturally expected, but 
other wiſe in perfect health; and he aſſumed 
a gaiety of manners and deportment in the 
drawing-room, which appeared to border 
on affectation. No demonſtrations of joy, 
public or private, have followed his arrival, 
and the winter ſeems to begin under very 
unfavorable auſpices for a future reſidence 
at Vienna. Many of the great nobility, 
whoſe eſtates lie in the northern provinces 
of Bohemia, have ſuffered extremely by 
the Pruſſian and Saxon depredations. The 
army is diſcontented; while the inferior 
people murmur at the increaſe of taxes, and 
look forward with natural apprehenſion, 

: 2 UW 
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to their probable augmentation. Almoſt 
every one ſeems to dread the continuance 
of war, and to hope that winter may not 
merely interpole a temporary, ceſſation of 
hoſtilities, but produce overtures of peace. 
Time will ſhew whether . ene 


are "OY to be PI. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


ae of | the Empreſs at the birth of. a French 
Princeſs. — Activity of the Emperor's character. 
— State of the public mind at Vienna, at the 


cloſe of the year 1778. 
Vienna, December 30, 1778. 


Mn Thereſa, in addition to the pub- 
lic ſources of uneaſineſs and anxiety 

which agitate her mind, 1s at this moment 
entirely occupied with a domeſtic misfor- 
tune, if ſuch it may be juſtly eſteemed ; 
for it can in fact only be termed a diſap- 
pointment. Yeſterday, a courier arrived 
from Paris, to announce that the Queen of 
France has brought into the world a daugh- 
ter. After near nine years of ſterility, her 
pregnancy was an event which inſpired this 
Court with the livelieſt joy. All the labors 
of the Empreſs Queen, and of her miniſter 
Prince Kaunitz, by blending the Auſtrian 
and 
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and Bourbon families, to extinguiſh the 
long hereditary} animoſities of the two 
Crowns, remain ſtill incomplete while there 
is not a Dauphin. The Queen of Naples, 
and the Archducheſs of Parma, who are 
married to two other princes of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, have both performed this 
eſſential ſervice to the ſtate, and produced 
ſons. Maria Thereſa has omitted no exer- 
tions n her part, to enſure the like bene- ; 
diction on her youngeſt daughter. As the 
means which ſhe conceived to be moſt ef- 
fectual, ſhe has wearied Heaven with 
prayers, and proſtrated herſelf before a 
variety of ſaints and altars, to obtain ſo 
great a boon. Lou will, perhaps, hardly 
believe that maſſes and ſupplications for the 
Queen” s ſafe delivery, at which her Imperial 
Majeſty aſſiſted in perſon, have for ſeveral 
weeks paſt, been performed publicly to a 
“ Vierge groſſe, in one of the churches 
of Vienna. The dreſs and figure of the 
ſtatue in queſtion, which is that of the Vir- 
sin, ne a e woman. The 
| Empreſs's 
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Empreſs's vows have not, for this time, 
been fully heard; but as the impediments 
which prevented the Queen of France from 
having iſſue, whatever they were, are now 


furmounted, her mother may ſtill reaſon- 


ably hope that time will — wer 
moſt ſanguine wiſnes. 1. 10 

This inauſpicious event, Fold! to the 
3 of a war unqueſtionably originating 
in her own, or rather in her ſon's ambition, 
which threatens to involve the evening af 
her reign in great diſquietude, have added 
force to the Empreſs's habitual devotion. 
She is gloomy, penſive, and frequently in 
tears. The capital already feels the in- 
fluence of ſuch a change, which clouds the 
chearfulneſs of ſociety; and will, it is be- 
lieved, ſuppreſs all public teſtimonies of 
mirth or amuſement. Maria Thereſa has 
indicated her intention to prohibit the Ri- 


dottos and maſked balls cuſtomary in the 


Carnival. No one ventures even to in- 


tercede with her in behalf of theſe pro- 


ſcribed diverſions; and unleſs the Emperor 


ſhould do ſo with warmth, there is not 


any 
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any proſpect of their taking place during 
the preſent winter. His Imperial Majeſty, 
though far leſs ſenſible than his mother, 
to the recent diſappointment from Paris, is 
nevertheleſs much ſhut up, and conſtantly 
occupied in his Cabinet. He comes ſeldom 
into company, and is rarely at Prince 
Kaunitz's, or at Prince Coloredo's, as he 
frequently uſed to be before the war. It is 
indeed true, that on the firſt day of the pre- 
ſent month, he dined at Court in public, 
with the Knights of the Golden Flerce, 
of which order he is the chief and ſovereign. 
But this is the only act of ſtate at which he 
has aſſiſtled, or where he has appeared in 
perſon ſince his return from Bohemia. 
His indefatigable activity carries him, 
notwithſtanding, to every place where he 
condei ves that his exertions can be uſeful 
or ſalutary. He neither conſiders the re- 


nundiation ef ſleep, nor any degree of 


perſonal inconvenience, when the occaſion 
demands his interference. A few days ago, 
at ſeven in the evening, a fire broke out 

near 


r ̃ ͤ r 
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near the palace of Schonbrun, about a mile 


beyond the extremity of the ſuburbs on 


that ſide, without the lines. As it raged 


violently for ſome time, apprehenſions were 


entertained that the Menagerie of Schon- 


brun might be endangered by the flames. 


The night was dark and cold: but no 
ſooner was the Emperor apprized of the 
eircumſtance, than he inſtantly mounted his 
horſe, and gallopped to the ſpot. He gave 
directions for extinguiſhing the flames, 


aſſiſted in getting engines for the purpoſe, 
and remained there till the ger + 
ceaſed. a e : 

Theſe demwdiirntionns of his attention to 
avon the tranquillity, and toiprovide 


for the ſafety of the capital, cannot however 
diſſipate the gloom occaſioned-by. the war, 
and by the mode in which it has been hither- 
to conducted. The voluntary ſuſpenſion of 
hoſtilities on both ſides, though. pretty ge- 
neral, conduces little to tranquillize the 
public mind. Congreſſes are indeed men- 
tioned as likely to take place in the courſe 


of 
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af the winter; but tlie original cauſe of 
quarrel remains entire, while the Auſtrians 
continue to occupy Lower Bavaria, and 
refuſe reſtitution of any part of the ſe- 
queſtexed territories. A more ſerious ſub- 
ject of alarm appears to be arifing on the 
ſide of Ruſſia, Frederic having found means 
to intereſt the Empreſs in his quarrel, if not 
as an open auxiliary, yet as a friend. It is 
well known that ſhe has expreſſed through 
her Miniſter Prince Gallitzin here, the ut= 
moſt diſapprobation of the conduct of this 
Court in the affair of the Palatine ſucceſſion. 
Her interpoſition, if ſincere and ſtrenuous, 
muſt be deeply felt by both parties. It is 
certain that preparations of every kind are 
making here for an early campaign. So 
ſtrong was the alarm of a recommence- 
ment of hoſtilities, only a fortnight ſince, 
that meaſures were taken to act in the field 
without delay. The departure of the Grand 
Duke and Ducheſs of Tuſcany for Florence, 
was ſettled for the firſt week in January; ; 

VOL. II. * and 
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and that of the Emperor to join the army 
in Bohemia, for the ſecond of the ſame 
month: but the report is now contradicted. 
Every day may however, in the preſent 
critical ſituation of affairs, produce” ſome 
great event, and you ſhall be informed of 
any occurrence that ariſes of moment. * ont 
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Ahedt of the Court. —M n Operations Cap 
ture of Habe! lſchwert.— Conduct of the E mpreſs 
on that event, — Deſertions.—Di iſe content at 


Vienna, — Preparations for, a 2 ſecond Campaign. 


Vienna, January 27, 1779. 

* remain ſtill in the ſame ſituation, 
TY uncertain as to peace or war. The 

new year opened with the cuſtomary day 
of Gala, held on the firſt of January, at 
which their Imperial Majeſties, accompanied | 
by the Archdukes and Ducheſſes, were pre- 
ſent. But it was long believed that the 
Empreſs would not admit of any public 
entertainments during the Carnival, and ſhe 
actually perfiſted i in her determination upon 
that point, to the jaſt moment. The inter- 
poſition and remonſtrances of her ſon ſur- 
mounted however, not without difficulty, 
her repugnance to theſe exhibitions, which 
5 A „ 
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are at length allowed to take place in the 
uſual manner. The Emperor, attended by 
the Great Duke and Ducheſs of Tuſcany, 
appeared at one of the maſked balls; but 
except on this ſingle occaſion, Vienna has 
diſplayed ſcarcely any marks of feſtivity, 
and it is perhaps at preſent of all the capitals 
in Europe, the leaſt chearful. 


The ſeverity of the winter has by no 
means, altogether produced a ceſſation in 
the operations of war. Frederic, who is 
retired to Breſlaw, does not, it is true, per- 
ſonally conduct theſe incurſions, as they 
may be termed ; their object being princi- 
pally plunder and contributions. His ne- 
phew, the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwic, 
ſupplies his place, and has made himſelf 
maſter of Troppau and Jagerndorf, the 
only two remaining diſtricts of Sileſia 1 
unannexed to the Pruſſian Monarchy. I 
is apprehended that he will maintain * 
ſelf there till the opening of the campaign. 
If however the Auſtrians have been driven 
in, or compelled to retreat on that ſide, 

| they 


7 
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they have taken ample vengeance in ano- 
ther quarter, and obtained a very brilliant 

advantage over the enemy. | 
Colonel Palavicini nifives "wich a few 
days ſince, with intelligence of the ſur- 
prize and capture of Habelſchwert. It is a 
fortified town of conſiderable ſtrength and 
importance, in the county of Glatz; which 
is a diſmembered portion of Bohemia, re- 
conquered by Maria Thereſa during the 
war of ſeven years; but, ceded anew 
to his Pruſſian Majeſty at the peace of 
1763. The Prince of Heſſe Philipſtahl, 
who commanded in the place, together 
with his whole garriſon, are made pri- 
ſoners of war. Count Kinſki and Ge- 
neral Wurmſer, to whom the conduct and 
execution of the attempt was entruſted, 
have deſervedly gained great applauſe. Hav- 
ing rapidly aſſembled a body of troops, 
they marched during the night, favoured 

by the darkneſs; approached the walls in 
ſilence ſoon after daybreak; and inſtantly 
placing their ſealing ladders, as Laudohn did 
=. formerly 
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formerly at Glatz and at Schweidnitz, they 
mounted the ramparts before the enemy 
was aware of, or in any manner prepared 
for their attack. After a feeble defence, 
Habelſchwert fell into their hands. Fre- 
deric muſt be deeply ſenſible to ſo unex- 
pected an affront, as well as diſaſter; nor is 
it doubted that he will treat the Prince of 
| Heſle, as he did the unfortunate Finck, after 
the affair of Maxen. | | 
The capture of Habelſchert opens. one 
of the paſſages into Sileſia, and may be 
followed by important conſequences, if it 
is not ſpeedily regained. As it may be 
denominated the firſt ſucceſsful attempt to 
carry the war into the enemy's dominions 
ſince the commencement of hoſtilities, the 
intelligence is peculiarly grateful to the 
Emperor. It has occaſioned the warmeſt 
demonſtrations of joy throughout Vienna, 
and diflipated for an inſtant the gloom of 
the Imperial palace. Even Maria Thereſa 
| herſelf i is not inſenſible to the event. When 


Palavicini, who arrived with the ſtandards 
taken 
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taken from the enemy, was preſented toher; 
ſhe received the' news with extraordinary 
ſatisfaction, and liſtened with the utmoſt 
complacency; while he related to her all 
the particulars of the ſtorm and ſurrender, 
Being informed that the inhabitants had 
ſuffered conſiderably by pillage, during the 
firſt fury of the troops, her heart was af- 
fected. Going to her bureau, ſhe opened 
it, and took from thence a bag containing 
five hundred ducats in gold; then putting 
it into Palavicini's hand, I deſire,” ſaid 
ſhe, that this ſum may be diſtributed 
e in my name to the unfortunate ſufferers, 
“* whoſe-houſes or effects have been plun- 
* dered by my ſoldiery: it will be of ſome 
little uſe and conſolation to them under 
“their misfortune.” So ſingular an act 
of liberality and compaſſion towards the 
inhabitants of a Pruſſian town taken in war, 
has occaſioned much aſtoniſhment, , and 
given riſe to a variety of opinions reſpecting 
its propriety, as well as wiſdom and policy, 
There are not wanting perſons here who | 

7 2M cenſure 
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| eenſure her conduct with ſeverity, and 
conſider ſuch munificence as ill beſtowed. 
It is however impoſſible not to admire the 
motive, or not to do juſtice to the philan- 
thropy and benevolence of Maria Thereſa ; 
qualities which have uniformly marked her 
character at every period of her life. Pala- 
vicini has been raiſed from a Colonel, to the 
tank of Major General. | 
This fortunate event is not the only one 
which has taken place within the laſt few 
days; another very eonſiderable advantage 
5 having been gained by a body of Auſtrians 
over the enemy, in a ſkirmiſh near Zuck- 
mantel in Sileſia. A few more ſuch actions 
would bereave the Pruſſians of that reputa- 
tion, which conſtitutes an important part of 
their ſuperiority, and teach the Auſtrian ſol- 
dier to regard himſelf as their equal. Fre- 
deric has moreover ſuffered immenſely by 
deſertion. I heard the Baron de Breteuil, 
the Ambaſſador of France, aſſert only two 
days ago, that he had himſelf given paſſes to 
more than thirteen thouſand French de- 
” 25 ſerters 


COURT ' OF BERLIN, etc. 233 


ſerters from the Pruſſian army, the greater 
part of whom entered Auſtria from Bo- 

3 over the bridge acroſs the Danube at 
Lintz. The Empreſs has likewiſe ſuſ- 
tained no ineonſiderable loſs from the ſame 
cauſe ; but yet, far leſs than her adverſary, 
becauſe her armies are compoſed principally 
either of her native * or at leaſt of 
Germans. 

Notwihſtanding Py many enki 
emails: the Court continues to be 
gloomy and joyleſs. The Great Ducheſs 
of Tuſcany's health, which is very precari- 
ous, increaſes the dejection: ſhe is at this 
time much indiſpoſed. Prince Kaunitz, 
who may be conſidered as a political baro- 
meter, is thoughtful, and has loſt his uſual 
good humour. The general officers ave all 
diſcontented or diſguſted. They know the 
ſecret diviſions in the Cabinet, and are 
aware how much every operation of war 
will be counteracted by the Archducheſs 
Chriftina's influence over her mother. They 
do not leſs . I believe, the Em- 
ä peror's 
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peror's preſence and interference in the 
field, Even Joſeph: himſelf, inſtructed by 
experience, is thought to be no longer 
averſe to pacific propoſitions. It is ima- 
gined that overtures to that purpoſe will be 
made through the Court of Peterſburgh, as 
Prince Repnin is at Breſlau with his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, occupied, we underſtand, in con- 
mg the preliminaries. 
The proſpect of peace does not 0 
induce the Government to intermit their 
preparations to meet the approaching cam- 
paign. Very heavy taxes have been levied 
on the people, and proportionate exertions 
are making to raiſe a force, capable of facing 
Frederic in the field. The Emperor cannot 
intrench himſelf a ſecond time in an inacceſ- 
ſible camp, and allow the Pruſſians to deſolate 
his dominions, without totally breaking the 
ſpirit of his troops, which the late fortunate 
events have elevated. Three hundred and 
ſifty thouſand men, it is aſſerted, will be 
under arms in Bohemia and Moravia, before 
May. 80 n a ſtrength, properly 
conducted, 
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conducted, might enable Maria Thereſa 
and Joſeph to carry the war into Saxony 
or Sileſia, and to dictate terms at the gates 
of Breſlau, or of Dreſden. Frederic, it is 
certain, cannot, even including his allies, 
bling into the field more than about two- 
thirds of the Auſtrian force. But his name, 
his cauſe, and the energy, as well as de- 
cifion of his councils, may perhaps more 
than counterbalance the ſuperiority of num 
bers. The campaign 1s expected to open 
betimes, and the ſhock muſt be terrible. 
We wait here with anxious ſolicitude for 
further information relative to peace. 
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'L 5 TTER XXIX. 


State of aa at — Ae manners as 
education. —Diſpoſal of time. — Dreſs, —Style of 
beanty.— Severity of the Empreſs in e 
diſſibation.— Superſtition.— Men. — Defetts of 
their education. —Literary prohibitions. — ſens 
rance of the upper ranks. — Opulence of the great 
Nobility. — Executions. — Police. — Spies. — Bi- 
' gotry.—Belief in familiar ſdirits, and in 'the 
philoſapher*s ſtone. — Laboratories. — Veneration 
for Paracelſus.—Belief in ſecrets to prolong life. 
— Theatrical amuſements, —Univerſality of the 
French language. — Climate of Vienna. 


V.IxVXV4, February 2, 1779. 

IT is time to turn our attention from 
military preparations, to images of ano- 
ther kind; to the picture of manners, and 
the deſcription of private life. A reſidence 
of two winters in Vienna, added to a per- 
ſonal acquaintance with the far greater part 
of thoſe who compoſe its ſociety in the 
— | beeſt 
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beſt ſenſe of the, term ; enable, me to {peak 
with ſome information on the, interior of 


this metropolis, its. pleaſures,, occupations, | 


and inhabitants. Few: European capitals 


offer more. reſources: to a ſtranger, who 


does not place, his felicity; in diſſipation. 
He will, not indeed. find here .the, produc- 


tions of art, or the monuments of antiquity, | 
which are. to be teen at Florence, or ſtudiei 
at Rome. The circle of pleaſures that Paris 


offers, or or the more elevated range of 
mingled knowledge, , buſineſs, and pecrea- 
tion affordediby London, are not, it is true, 
characteriſtic of Vienna. But the Auſtrian 
capital poſſeſſes ali the requiſites for uſefully, 
as well as agrecably detaining à foreigner; 
and I. ſhall always, in the review of the 
paſt, eſteem the time Which L have paſſed 


here, among the beſt employed, ag. well ** 


moſt pleaſing moments of my. life. 5 


It is not in Vienna, as with Us, where * | 
native. of France or of Germany, bow- 


ever well born or accompliſhed, may paſs 
not only one, but many winters, in vain 
endeayours 


! 
/ 
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enden urs to force his way into mb Welt 
of the Great. He is not driven Hebe, 4 as 
in London or in Paris, to 'the” thiattes 
and public places of diverſi on, for * a "refuge 
from dullneſs. The common „e 
Point of pleaſure and relaxation is here 
fourid in tb le higheſt" circles, to which he is 
immediately carricd- Thofe of "Prince 
Kaunitz, and of Pritce Coloredo, 5 ate th 
firſt into which” every ſtranger of conditgn n 
is introduced” after his AHIval. It is Unne- 
ceſſary to repeat, THe che former W Fründe 
Miniſter and Charice bf'Maria "Total, 
a8 Queen of Hungary and f Bohemia; nile 
Prince Colofedo 18 only e vi e- Chee 
of Joſeph the Second, in his quality, | of Em. 
peror of Germany. As bath 'thelr houſes, 
which” tidy” be fald to fotin a part "of the 
Imperial palace, are open every Evening 
for the reception of company, they con- 
ſtitute a Principal foutte of amuſement "HI 
Vienna. T may add, that it is an attention 
expected from a perſon Who has been pre- 
ſented | to thoſe Miniſters, that he ſhould 
frequently 


COURT OF, BERN, etc. 239 


frequently be; ſeon,.gf an; evening) in! their 
drawing rooms. Therenis mot ithe ſmalleſt 


degree of conſtraint impoſed by the preſence 


of Prince Kaunitz, ,wholis uſtially engaged 
at billiards; in a corner of the apartment; 
and every one is at perfect liberty tu amuſe 
himſelfpeither at play; or in converſation; 
as his inclinations! may lead him. Nearly 
an equal freedom reigus at Prince Colo- 
redo's, who, ſurroumded by his numerous 
ſonz, daugliters, and > their deſcendants or 
conti&xi0n8}/ unites to the utmoſt”? ſimpli- 
city of manners, "Mlithe' finiſhed breeding 
of & ectrtier and 4 geftleman. Every 
thing” conduces * to Put a foreigner” at his 
caſe, and inſenfibly to diveſt him of the 
aukwardneſs or embarraſſment, natural on 
finding himſeif in the midft of a a ſociety, 
with' whoſe habits and common: ops: of 
converſation he is unacquainted. | 
It muſt, nevertheleſs,” be admitted that 
the Auſtrian manners are cold and reſerved 
on firſt! aequaintance. There is a cer- 


tain W indifference and tranquillity 
Om af 91 ao Which, | 
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Which characterize them, as widely re- 
turaity; as from tlie French frivolity, lohud- 
than a noiſy civility, inſenſibly ſurtiount 
ern The Ruſtrian ladies are by 
no means deficient in eternal ace pliſh⸗ 
ments, mental and perſonal: they are in 
general elegant, grageful, and pleaſing but 
they rarely poſſeis a cultivated mind. The 
principal reading of;a woman of qualitys t 
ſuch as tends to pervert and contract, rather 
chan to enlarge and improve her underſtand- 
ing. Holy legends, lives of female ſaints _ 
and devotees, maſles,and bomilies, copftitute 

her chief information. She knows, little ol 
Madame de Sevign?,.. and Jeſsof Raine, 


 Moliere, or Fontenelle. If ſhe bas peruſed 


the works of Cervantes, of Crebillon, and of 

Le Sage, the has dane much. With-;Saint 

Thereſa and Saint nine of ae he 

is familiar. i, irn et 
This wants of 1 8 16 undviteſal 

and the neceffary reſult of their confined! 

education. Young women of condition 


| axe 
- | 7 
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are all ſent to a convent, either at Prague, 
at Preſburg, or at Vienna. There they 
are taught to fing hymns wp the Virgin, 
and to tell their beads devoutly. Of hiſtory, 
poetry, and polite letters, they. inibibe no 
tincture; and the ſpirit, if not the precepts 
of their religion, ſet bounds to any liberal 
enquiries, by the deteſtation that they in- 
ſpire for heretics, and heretical productions. 
Women of faſhion rarely ſtir out in a 
morning, except to hear maſs, or on par- 
ticular occaſions. They uſually take a cup 
of coffee or chocolate when they riſe ; and 
they either remain afterwards inviſible in 
their own apartments, in a ſtate of the 
greateſt undreſs, or devote the hours before 
dinner to the occupation of the toilet. Few 
of them admit viſits from men at that time 
of the day, which is ſacred to indolence, 
affected to devotion, or reſerved for private 

concerns of a domeſtic nature. A morning 

at Vienna is indeed ſhort, as the general 
hour of dining is ſtill half paſt two, and 
was formerly one o clock; but it has gra- 
VOL, II. R dually 
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dually grown later for ſucceſſive years. 
Prince Kaunitz forms the only exception, 
The afternoons of courſe are long; and it 
is accounted polite to viſit, wherever it is 
known that a numerous company 1s met, 
about half paſt four, juſt as they are riſing 

from table. e 
The evening may properly be ſaid to begin 
about eight, or earlier. Beſides the houſes 
of Prince Kaunitz and Coloredo, there are 
others, in which, during winter, aſſemblies 
are held once a week, or more frequently. 
Among the chief, it would be unjuſt not 
to mention that of the French Ambaſſador; 
the only member of the“ Corps diploma- 
« tique,” whoſe eſtabliſhment enables him 
to entertain in a ſtyle of magnificence. 
Ices and lemonades are offered to the com- 
pany, but there is never any ſupper except 
by particular invitation. Play is general : 
Ombre is among the reigning games; Loo, 
as well as Whilſt, very common : Taroc, 
Triſſette, Reverſe, and Tric Trac, much in 
vogue. Ladies who do not ſit down to 
cards, 
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cards, frequently have on their lap a little 
box of old Lac, and employ themſelves in 
untwiſting gold thread, which by no means 
prevents converſation, as it only occupies 
the fingers, The reſerve of the Auſtrian 
women, ſo unpleaſant on firſt acquaintance, 
imperceptibly wears off, and gives place to 
their natural character. Their converſation, 
if not improving, is rarely deficient in ſpi- 
rit, vivacity, and animation. But a learned 
woman, ſo common with us, is a thing 
totally unknown at Vienna. I ought in 
juſtice likewiſe to ſay, that there are ſome 
pleaſing and ſhining exceptions to the 
imputation of ignorance. No capital in 
Europe can produce perſons more diſtin- 
guiſhed by natural and acquired endow- 
ments, or of minds more liberal and en- 
larged, than the Counteſs Thun and the 
Counteſs de Pergen : the houſes of both are 
the rendezvous of every perſon who pre- 
tends to refinement, and form the beſt 
reſource for the Engliſh during their ſtay 
in this capital, 


WE EI The 


244 MEMOIRS OF THE 


| The women dreſs well, with great taſte, 
and greater magnificence. I never ſaw in 
any Court ſuch a profuſion of diamonds, 
unleſs, perhaps, at Liſbon ; and they diſ- 
poſe their jewels with no little elegance. 
During the Carnival they. endeavour to 
make amends for the privations impoſed by 
Lent, which extend not only to the table, 
but even to the toilet. They have, how- 
ever, the abſurdity common in every king- 
dom in Europe, except England, of dreſſ- 
ing girls at ſeven and eight years old, like 
women of ſixteen or eighteen, with pow- 
der, a high head, a Chignon, and a hoop ; 
which is in fact the ſecret of rendering 
them old before they are young. Vienna 
abounds with beautiful women ; but they 
are not all natives of Auſtria, or even of 
Germany. Bohemia, Hungary, Italy, and 
Poland, of which laſt country a conſider- 
able part is now become ſubject to Maria 
Thereſa, conſpire to adorn the Imperial 
capital with their reſpective tribute of 


beauty. Every circle of the German Em- 
| „ may 
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pire may claim its ſhare in compoling the | 
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ſociety of this its common metropolis, as all. 
the cities of Greece contributed towards the 
Venus of Apelles. 'The national, or pro- 
vincial caſt of character is uſually preſerved, 
and eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed. The women 
of condition are noble in their deportment, 
and have an air of dignity, I think that in 
general their perſons are on a larger ſcale 
than with us, and that there are more fine 
forms, than pretty figures : their hair and 
teeth are commonly good, particularly the 
latter, to which the dryneſs of the air and 
climate contribute. If there be room for 
eriticiſm, it is about the neck. Nature 
| ſeems to have been laviſh of that attribute 
of beauty, only in Italy and in Greece; 
while in other European countries ſhe diſ- 
penſes it with a more ſparing hand: there 
are in Vienna itſelf many charming excep- 
tions to the remark. 

Rouge is univerſally worn by married 
and unmarried women of faſhion; but they 
uſe it in general with EUR as well 


R 3 as 
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as taſte : girls of fifteen wean it as much as 
perſons of thirty. The Archducheſſes alone 
are never rouged, the Empreſs not per- 
mitting them to be ſo on any occaſion 
whatever. After the death of the late 
Emperor Francis in 1765, Rouge was abſo- 
lutely forbidden by Maria Thereſa, on pain 
of her diſpleaſure ; nor did any one dare to 
uſe it, even in private companies, on the 
moſt ſelect parties. It muſt be confeſſed, 
that the authority is very unlimited, which 
can enforce ſuch a prohibition throughout a 
whole capital, during a conſiderable length 
of time. Peter the Great, deſpotic as he 
was, found the obſtacles inſuperable in 
many inſtances, when he attempted to re- 
gulate dreſs and manners among his ſub- 
jets. Rouge revived gradually and im- 
perceptibly, as the Empreſs's grief wore off, 
and her conſequent repugnance to the de- 
monſtrations of joy or feſtivity. 

If it were poſſible by ſeverity, as well as 
example, to baniſh and eradicate from any 
city, that intercourſe which we commonly 

| denominate 
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denominate gallantry, it would have been 
totally extinguiſhed at Vienna, The Em- 
preſs, rigidly virtuous in her own conduct, 
faithful to the marriage bed, and never ſuſ- 
pected of female weakneſs, makes very 
little allowance for the indiſcretions of 
others, She cruſhes every degree of liber- 
tiniſm beneath the weight of her diſplea- 
ſure. A woman of condition, if known to 
be frail, unleſs her frailty be confined to 
one lover, and managed with the utmoſt 
attention to privacy and decorum, is ,cer- 
tain to receive an order to quit Vienna ; 
perhaps ſhe is obliged to languiſh out life 
in ſome obſcure provincial town of Hun- 
gary, Auftria, or other parts of her Imperial 
Majeſty's dominions. It is hardly poſlible 
to conceive how minute and ęircumſtantig 
a detail her inquiries embrace, relative to 
the private conduct of her ſubjects of both 
ſexes: their actions, amuſements, and plea- 
ſures, even the moſt concealed, are con- 
ſtantly reported to her. She employs emiſ- 
ſaries or ſpies, who omit nothing for her 

| R 4 inform- 
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information. I could relate from my own 


perſonal knowledge, ſome curious and en- 
tertaining inſtances of her inſpection into 
the conduct of the Ladies of her Court; 


but the ſubject i is too delicate for particular 


details. An illiberal ſuperſtition, rather 
than a rational diſapproval of gallantry, 
on account of the private and political ills 
which it produces, actuate der! in this en 
ous proſcription. | 

In no European capital are ſo much fi 
cency, caution, and reſpect for appearances 
maintained, in all connexions of pleaſure or 
attachment, as at Vienna. Theſe attentions 


are indiſpenſable, in order to avoid attract- 


ing the Imperial notice, always followed by 


reprehenſion or puniſhment. Gallantries 


here are covered with a myſterious veil, and 
afſume the exterior of friendſhip. Unlike the 
fickle and libertine amours of Warſaw, or 
of Peterſburgh, they generally laſt for a 
quarter of a century, and are rarely broken 
off on either ſide. Slow in forming, they 
are ſtill more ſlow in diſſolving. I am in- 

clined 


COURT OF BERLIN, etc. 249 


clined to believe, that beſides the reſtraints 
alluded to, neither the climate nor the air of 
Auſtria are favourable to violent paſſions of 
any kind. There is ſomething phlegmatic in 
the conſtitution of the inhabitants, phyſical 
and intellectual, which is adverſe to ſtrong 
emotions. The preſence of the Emprels, 
and the terror inſpired by her vigilance, as 
well as her reſentment, operate in repreſſing 
all exceſſes. Superſtition, confeſſors, and 
penances, add weight to temporal motives. 
But the principle of frailty nevertheleſs 
exiſts; even Vienna has its Meſſalinas, 
though certainly in ſmaller number, and 
marked with fainter colours than elſe- 
where. | 13 Co 
The ſuperſtition of an Auſtrian woman, 
however characteriſtic, habitual, and exceſ- 
ſive, is by no means inconſiſtent or incom- 
patible with gallaftry: ſhe fins, prays, con- 
feſſes, and begins anew; but ſhe never 
omits her maſſes, not even for her lover. 
Few of them touch meat either on the Fri- 


day or Saturday of every week, or during 
| | the 
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| the whole period of Lent, and they confefs 
frequently; if not from principle, yet from 
habit or from fear. The marriage ring is 
ſeldom worn or kept, as its loſs would be 
ominous in their eſtimation, and preſage 
misfortune. In order to avoid ſo great a 
' calamity, they are generally ſent to a cele- 
brated chapel of the Virgin, at Maria Zell 
in Styria; a ſhrine where J am aſſured there 
are more gold rings, than the Carthaginian 
General found on the field of Cannæ. 
Very little of the exterior of devotion is 
_ nevertheleſs viſible among women of con- 
dition: it interrupts no pleaſures of ſociety 
or converfation; it neither mixes with their 
diſcourſe, nor tinges their manners : they 
reſerve it for the altar, or the confeſſor. I 
| ought likewiſe to add, that there are not a 
few, who entertain much more liberal 
and expanded ideas of the Deity and of Re- 
ligion, than the Catholic Faith uſually in- 
ſpires, particularly at Vienna. 
After conſidering the ſofter ſex, in 
ſpeaking of the men, it is juſt to make a 
| | leading 
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leading diſtinction. The Auſtrian youth 
af rank or condition are in general inſup- 


portable. Diſtinguiſhed only by pride, ig- 


norance, and illiberality ; regarding them- 
ſelves as ſuperior to every other European 
nation; altogether deſtitute of improvAment, 
haughty and aſſuming ; they want equally 
the inclination and the requiſitesto be agree- 
able in ſociety. It is true, that like us, they 
commonly travel ; that is from Vienna te 
Paris, through Ttaly and home. They 
imitate the French manners; but poſſeſs 
neither the urbanity, the vivacity, nor the 
elegant levity of France. Though cox- 
combs, they are not amuſing ones, and in 
cultivation of mind they are totally defi- 


cient. The univerſities and ſeminaries of 


inſtruction, throughout the Auſtrian domi- 
nions, are ſcarcely more calculated to form, 


or to enlarge the underſtanding, than the 
nunneries where the other ſex are educated. 
An eccleſiaſtic is uſually ſelected for the 


purpoſe, whoſe cares are principally limited 


to the morals of his pupils. Temperate in 


their 
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their appetites. and pleaſures, the youth af 
Vienna by no means merit the. imputation 
2 on the n of a fondneſs for 
Wine. | ö e 
It is among men of riper years, in every 
arent civil or military, that are found 
poliſned manners, urbanity, and attention 
to ſtrangers. In ſolid endowments, in local 
information, and in all the branches of of- 
ficial knowledge which qualify for filling 
offices of ſtate or truſt with honour and 
ability ; they may vie with the nobility of 
any country in Europe. But I am inclined 
to believe, that fewer perſons of extenſive 
reading and information are found among 
them, proportion obſerved, than in any of 
the German Courts. 'To the injudicious 
bigotry of the Empreſs, may chiefly be 
attributed the deficiency. It is hardly cre- 
dible how many books and productions 
of every ſpecies, and in every language, are 
proſcribed by her. Not only. Voltaire and 
Rouſſeau are included in the liſt, from the 
immoral tendency, or licentious nature of 
their 
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their writings; but many authors whom 


we conſider as unexceptionable or harmleſs, 


experience a ſimilar treatment. A ſentence 
reflecting on the Catholic religion; a doubt 
thrown upon the ſanctity of ſome hermit or 
monk of the middle ages; any compoſition 
in which the pleaſures of love are warmly 
depictured; for I by no means ſpeak of 
thoſe licentious writings which it is the 
duty of every government to ſuppreſs; in 
a word, any work where ſuperſtition is at- 
tacked or cenſured, however lightly, at- 


tracts immediate notice, and is inſtantly 


prohibited under ſevere penalties. _ 
The far greater number of thoſe books 


which conſtitute the libraries of perſons dif- 


tinguiſhed for taſte and refinement, not 
merely in France or England, but even 
in Rome or Florence, are rigorouſly con- 
demned, and their entry is attended with 
no leſs difficulty than danger. It is indeed 


true, that notwithſtanding every prohibi- 
tion, knowledge inſenſibly pierces, and gra- 


aua diffuſes itſelf over the Auſtrian do- 
minions. 
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minions. But its progreſs is neceſſarily pro- 
portioned to the impediments in its way. 
On application to the literary inquiſitors or 
cenſors, who regulate this branch of inter- 
nal police, almoſt any work may likewiſe 
be procured, though not without trouble, 
expence, and delay. Leipſic, Paris, or the 
Hague, to one or other of which places 
recourſe muſt uſually be had, are diſtant. 
The indolence natural to the human 
mind, frequently prevents ſuch an exer- 
tion, and extinguiſhes the feeble ſpark of 
deſire to receive improvement. The Auf- 
trian nobility of both ſexes, a few excepted, 
ſeem indeed never to read; and appear 
equally deſtitute of an acquaintance with 
the polite, as they are with the abſtruſe 
branches of ſtudy or literature. 1 

The Hungarians of diſtinction are com- 
monly maſters of Latin, becauſe among 
them it is {ill a living language, as all the 
proceedings of the Courts of Judicature, 
and even the public acts of Government, 


are kept in the language of antient Rome. 
6 But, 
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But, law and juriſprudence tend very little to 
regulate their taſte, or to introduce them to a 
familiarity with the great writers of antiquity. 
It is not on the banks of the Danube that 
ſuch works are juſtly valued or appreciated. 
Horace, Salluſt, Virgil, and Tacitus have 
here few readers, and fewer admirers. 
The hereditary ſuperſtition of Leopold and 
the Ferdinands, which ſurvives in the pre- 
ſent Empreſs, precludes their entrance and 
reception. It is probable that the death of 


Maria Thereſa, and the acceſſion of Joſeph 
the Second to the Hungarian and Bohemian 


Crowns, will produce a valt revolution in 
the human mind. His ſentiments on re- 


ligious ſubjects are known to be more libe- 
ral; and they will, it is ſuppoſed, operate to 
throw down the barriers, which for ages 
have prevented the diffuſion of improve- 
ment among the various claſſes of people. 
Many of the great nobility here are ex- 
tremely opulent, and maintain a ſplendor 
ſuited to their rank. They have uſually 


a palace in Vienna, and another in the 


ſuburbs, 
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- ſuburbs, where they alternately reſide, ac- 


cording to the ſeaſon of the year. A piece 
of magnificence, peculiar, as I believe, to 
the Imperial Court, is that all the Miniſters 
employed in the principal offices or charges, 
are lodged at the expence of the Govern- 


ment, in houſes or rather apartments be- 


longing to the Empreſs. * Thoſe of Prince 
Kaunitz are very ſuperb. - The range of 


rooms occupied by Prince Coloredo, as well 


as thoſe of Count Roſemberg the Grand 
Chambellan,” conſtitute part of the vaſt 
edifice of the Imperial palace. On the other 
hand it muſt be owned, that the appoint- 
ment and ſalaries of the great officers of 
ſtate in every department, are, according to 
our ideas and modes of eſtimation, not 
merely narrow, but totally inadequate to 
ſuſtaining the dignity of their public ſitua- 
tions. The Maſter of the Horſe has only 
four thouſand florins a year, which make 
ſcarcely four hundred pounds ſterling; and 
the © Grand Chambellan” receives no more 


than twelve hundred florins, All the in- 
r ferior 


ferior © Chambellans,” | who amount to 
near fifteen hundred, have only the privi- 
lege of wearing at their pocket a gold key. 


Every other place in the gift of the Crown, 


bears nearly the ſame proportion. ö 
The family of Lichtenſtein may be eſtegm⸗ 
ed one of the wealthieſt in Vienna. Prince 
Francis, who is the head of that houſe, 
poſſeſſes, I am aſſured, an annual income of 
at leaſt ſeventy thouſand pounds ſterling. 
It is nevertheleſs thought that Prince Eſter- 
hazi, with a receipt of only fifty thouſand 
pounds a- year, is in fact a richer man. The 
reaſon is that the Lichtenſtein eſtates lie 

_ principally in Bohemia, Moravia, and Auſ- 
trian Sileſia, where the taxes are very heavy 
and oppreſſive ; whereas the lands of Prince 
Eſterhazi are ſituated almoſt excluſively in 
Hungary, where the power of the Crown 
is confined by charters, privileges, and 
compacts, which the Hungarians, though 
loyal, defend againſt. all encroachment, 


When at his palace of Eſterhazi, about 5 


thirty miles from Vienna, where he reſides 
VOL, II. ny > during 
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during a great part of the year, the Prince 
maintains an eſtabliſhment approaching to 
royal; and he is, I believe, the only ſub- 
je& in Europe, who keeps in pay a regular 
company of guards. In Vienna he lives 
with far more privacy. Except Prince 
Kaunitz and Prince Coloredo, no perſon 
here fits down regularly every mg to ſixteen 

or eighteen covers. _ Ds 1: | 

11 London or Paris offer a more i 
banquet of intellectual pleaſure and elegant 
enjoyment, Vienna at leaſt abounds in every 
delicacy for the gratification of appetite. 
Senſuality itſelf muſt be ſatisfied with the 
tables of the nobility, which are ſerved 
with great profuſion; Hungary, Moravia, 
and above all Bohemia, ſupplying every 
kind of luxury for the palate. The Bo- 
hemian partridges and pheaſants are ad- 
mitted to be infinitely ſuperior in flavour 
to thoſe of France or Italy. I dare not re- 
late what I have heard of the quantities of 
game, large and ſmall, killed, or rather 
Naughtered i in ſome of the Bohemian ſhoot- 
ing 
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ing parties. Many hundred head of deer, 


hares, boar, and all kinds of wild fowl, are 


maſſacred by theſe: relentleſs” ſportſmen ; 
who eſtimate the' diverſion only by the 
multitudes which they deſtroy, and by the 
facility of the chace, if chace indeed it can 
properly be termed. The Danube, as well 
as the lakes of Hungary, furniſh a variety 
of fiſh; and oyſters are even brought from 
the Adriatic, either from Trieſt, Fiume, 
or Venice, as are many kinds of ſea fiſh. 
Piedmont contributes the largeſt and the 


fineſt truffles that I ever taſted, which pre- 


ſerve all the delicacy of their original fla- 
vour, though tranſported acroſs ' the Alps. 
Prince Kaunitz is regularly ſupplied with 


them from Turin. In no article do the 
Auſtrians diſplay more magnificence, than 


in their wines; and in many: houſes, as 
Lady Wortley Montagu. remarked. RESP 
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under every plate. = © town now 575 me | 


that of Prince Schwartzemberg, as well as 
chat of Cardinal Migazzi, Archbiſhop of 
"© A ; Vienna, 
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Vienna, and I ſhall copy the forme, as 
a:{pdcimen'; - > E660 29h 
791 nyt % Vin #AbFynihe. Wa 5 net 
502 vd ce Vin de Razerſdorf. e Itter 
„. Vin de Rhin. 10 7510 ragt - 
15% 35 ee, Wu de Moſtlliens 5 yg 
3597: Vin ide Nuit % d 
mor! 104: Vin de Champagne. n 15 
Art! „Mn de Malaga. ieh N 
AVE 5G Vin de Pacitret;# 2 ,552i95Y.1 


913 YC © Vin d Autiche mite ow 
: 1 


be , Vin d' Alicante! un 
7 154% Nin ide Balmiſec. . 2% / Ron 
Vin de Ceriſes. Us 97151 
Vin de Tokay.“ 11. Bon! zor 


Notwithſtanding the wn and deli- 


cacy of their wines, which might naturally 


tempt to an indulgence, the Auſtrians, as 


T have already obſerved, are incredibly 
tetnpetate and moderate in the uſe of them. 
T1 never ſaw a ſingle inſtance of a young 
man of faſhion intoxicated, during che 
whole time that I paſſed at Vienna. "x 


they commit exceſſes, they certainly are 
| I not 


2 * 
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not choſe of wine. I ſpeak however, only 
of the upper claſſes ; the people, like the 
Germans in general, are more addicted to 
the! uſe and abuſe of ſtrong liquors. OO, 
Crimes as well as puniſhments are rare, 
owing to the vigilance and ſeverity of the 
police. A murder is ſcarcely ever commit- 
ted, and robberies are ſo uncommon, that 
at almoſt every hour of the day or night, 
a ſtranger may walk the ſtreets, or travel 
the public roads in ſafety. Of courſe, exe- 
eutions happen very ſeldom; but when 
they take place, they are conducted with 
admirable propriety and effect. I had the 
curioſity, for the firſt time in my life, to be 

preſent at an execution, only a few days ago; 
which, from the circumſtances that attended 
it, well merits a particular deſcription. Many 
| thouſand ſpeQators of all conditions were 
aſſembled to. witneſs it; and 1 never ſaw 

any public ceremony performed. with ſo 
much ſolemnity and awful decorum., Four | 
men, convicted of robbery, , aggravated by 
circumſtances of cruelty and inhumanity, 
8 3 were 
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were ſentenced te die; not by the EET as 
with us, but by the ſword of the execu- 
tioner. They ſuffered on the Eſplanade, 
without one of the gates of Vienna, upon 
a circular ſpace or piece of ground walled 
in, raiſed twelve or fourteen feet above 
the level of the Eſplanade, In order to 
have a better view of it, I got into a cart 


placed near the ſcaffold, whence I could 


diſtinguiſh even the countenances and fea- | 
tures of the criminals. _ | 
The firſt of the four malefactors having 
been ſeated in a chair that was ſcrewed down 
into the ground, his arms and body were 
next tied with cords, in order to prevent 
him from moving, and his neck was laid bare 
| quite to the ſhoulders. A bandage being 
drawn acroſs his eyes, four Auguſtine 
monks, holding a crucifix, approached, and 
after prayer confeſſed him. The execu- 
tioner's aſſiſtant then collecting his hair, 
pulled up his head with a view to afford a 
fairer mark. Meanwhile the executioner 
himſelf, who was a very decent man both 
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as to figure and dreſs, arrived in a hackney- 


coach. When all the requiſite preparations: 


were made, he threw off his cloak, and being 


in his white waiſtcoat, he unſheathed the 
inſtrument of puniſhment. It was a ſtrait, 


two-edged ſword, of an equal breadth quite 
to the point, prodigiouſſy heavy, broad, 
and ſharp as a razor. Coming in flank of 
the criminal, who was blindfolded and 
conſequently ignorant of the preciſe mo- 
ment of his approach, he took off the 
head at one ſtroke, with a dexterity and 


celerity exceeding imagination. The aſſiſt- 


ant held it up ſtreaming with blood, and 
then laid it down on the ground ; while the 
decapitated trunk was allowed to remain for 
ſome ſeconds in the chair, the blood ſpout- 


ing up at firſt to the height of three or four 
feet in the air. Two men next untied the 


corpſe, and taking it by the legs and ſhoul- 


ders, bore it to a little diſtance, The head 


was carried with it, and the whole covered” 
with a large mat. 


$4 Previous 


| 
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Previous to the act of heheading the 
ſecond culprit, the chair was wiped clean 


from the blood with which it had been 
ſtained; the ropes were waſhed, and ſand 


er over the place; ſo that when he 
Was brought up in his turn to ſuffer, no 
trace of the preceding execution was viſi- 


ble. About half an hour elapſed between 
their reſpective deaths; the laſt three being 


beheaded with the ſame dexterity as the 
firſt, and with ſimilar circumſtances. The 
velocity with which the ſword paſſed 


through the neck, and diſſevered the head, 
was ſuch, that the blade ſcarcely appeared 
bloody. After inflicting each ſtroke, the 


executioner took out a white handkerchief, 
and carefully wiped away the globules of 
blood which ſtood upon the ſword; then 
ſheathed, and laid it down at ſome paces 
from the chair, concealed by a cloak. The 


whole ceremony being ended, he adyanced 


forward, and holding up the inſtrument of 
juſtice, immediately after he had taken off 
the head of the laſt criminal, he addreſſed 
himſelf to the aſſembled multitude, demand- 


ing 
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ing whether he had well performed his 
duty. They ſignified their approbation, 
and he then withdrew; while the people, 
before they diſperſed, joined with the 
monks in prayer for the ſouls of the de- 
parted. The four trunks and heads were 
expoſed during ſome hours on wheels, to 
the view of o"_ ons, . ane in- 
terred. 27 N 
1 retired from this . eee impreſſed 
with ſo unuſual, as well as ſolemn a ſight, 
which excites however, no ſenſation” of 
horror, and is attended with nothing cruel 
or repugnant to humanity. On the con- 
trary, human ingenuity and mercy could 
not perhaps deviſe a mode of taking away 
life, at once ſo lenient and ſo inſtantaneous. 
In fact it is the work of one ſecond only, 
and cannot poſſibly be phyſically felt by 
the perſon put to death. The mind, and 
not the body, feels the ſtroke, whereas the 
halter does not always deprive of ſentiment, 
or extinguiſh being for many minutes. 
Decapitation likewiſe makes a far more aw- 
| ful 
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ful and profound impreſſion on the multi- 
tude, who are affected by the ſight of the 


headleſs' trunk, and view every part of the 


ceremony with other ſenſations than thoſe 
of an Engliſh mob, aſſembled to ſee men 
carried in a cart to be hanged at Tyburn. 
Here it excites all thoſe beneficial emotions 

which. check the progreſs of crime, and re- 

tain ſociety within proper limits. 

The rapidity and precifion with which 
the act itſelf is performed, conſtitute not 
the leaſt wonderful part of it, and may be 
compared to the effect of lightning. No 
axe could inflict ſo ſure a ſtroke, however 
well directed by the moſt ſkilful hands. I 
have been aſſured by more than one perſon 
here, that the head frequently retains for 
three or four minutes, a ſtrong and viſible 
principle of life, after its ſeparation from the 
body; that the tongue and lips will even 
open and move. We read of Marſhal 
Biron's head making a bound on the ſcat- 
fold; a fact aſſerted by cotemporary and 
grave hiftorians, whoſe authority it is difh- 
th cult 
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cult to reject. I can ſay nothing poſitive on 
this point, from my own. perſonal obſerva» 
tion; but I apprehend that both the head 
and trunk are capable of ſtrong convulſive 
ſpaſms or movements, after their being 
difſevered from each other; particularly 
where the perſon beheaded, is at the time 
in bodily. health and vigor. The barbarous 
and abſurd cuſtom, common formerly at 
Vienna, Prague, and all over the German 
Empire, of catching a glaſs-full of the cri- 
minal's blood at the inftant of his being 
beheaded, which was ſwallowed by perſons 
affected with epileptic diſorders, as a certain 
remedy; is now prohibited, or rather fallen 
into total contempt and difuſe. Reaſon, 
aided by philoſophy, has extinguiſhed fo 
abominable, as well as irrational a prac- 
tice. „ | £ 
It is not merely over the public ſafety 
and ſecurity of the Auſtrian capital, that the 
police undertakes to preſide. The morals, no 
leſs than the conduct of all her ſubjects, 
form an object of the Empreſs's conſtant 

and 
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and unremitting attention. It approaches 
en many points to rigor, and may perhaps 
be juſtly thought unbecoming her dignity, 
as well as ineffectual to any ſalutary pur- 
poſe. Women who are accuſed or con- 
victed of devoting themſelves, however ſe- 
cretly, to the pleaſures of the public, are 
inſtantly taken up and confined. | Many 
are annually tranſported down the Danube, 
into the Bannat of Temeſwaer; a marſhy 
and unwholeſome province, on the frontier 
of the Turkiſh dominions. It is ſaid that 
the city of Temeſwaer is peopled with 
ladies of eaſy virtue and  procureſles, I 
heard the Emperor give a moſt ludicrous 
deſcription of one of the latter ſort, very 
celebrated in her profeſſion, whom he had 
the curioſity to viſit in Sclavonia, to which 


remote country ſhe had been baniſhed 


by Maria Thereſa, for her miſdemeanors 
in Vienna. | ar eee Pol ben} 
Spies form a numerous, expenſive, and 
very obnoxious branch of the ſtate police. 
No place is free from their intruſion, or 

exempt 
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exempt from their enquiries. At the theatre, 
at the Ridottos, and at all public entertain- 


ments, there are ſome of them poſted; not 


merely to protect the perſons or the property 
of the audience, but to prevent the ſmalleſt 


appearance of immodeſty or licentioufneſs. 


Theſe commiſſaries report to the Empreſs 
every fact wor thy her notice, and many 


Which are by no means of a natureoto de- | 


ſerye her attention or interference. Such 
precautions would certainly be very laud- 
able, if they were directetl by a- rational 
deſire of reſtraining debauchery, and mode- 
rating its pernicious conſequences. But it 
is only the progreſs of age and ſuperſtition, 


which has gradually rendered her auſtere; | 


She is actuated by the narrow bigotry of an 
abbeſs, not by the enlarged and enlightened 
principles of a ſovereign. Vet even her 
errors are reſpectable, ſince they originate 
in virtue, and her ſeverity unqueſtionably 
tends to reſtrain exceſſes of every nature. 


The Auſtrians in general are much leſs 


free from prej judices, and more attached to 
ſuper- 
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ſuperſtitious forms or obſervances, not only 
than the French or Engliſh, but even than 
the Germans or Italians. © Their habitual - 
bigotry is marked in almoſt every act of or- 
dinary life, or of common intercourſe and 
converſation. They reckon time, for in- 
ſtance, not as we do, from a certain day of 
one month, to a certain day of another: in- 
ſtead of ſaying, from the 19th of March to 
the 2 iſt of June, they eount from St. ſoſeph 
to St. John : and in order to comprehend 
their meaning, it is neceſſary to become ac- 

quainted with their Saints, who occupy al- 
moſt every day in the calendar. As a 
proof of the aſcendant which ſuperſtition 
had, and ſtill has over the inferior dafſes, 
it will ſuffice to mention a well-known fact. 
The Saints' days were become ſo numerous, 
as to affect materially the tranſactions of 
commerce, and even the ordinary buſineſs 
of the capital. All the ſhops being ſhut on 
thoſe feſtivals, the tradeſman or the mecha- 
nic paſſed the whole of them in idleneſs, 


debauchery, or devotion. 
An 
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An evil of ſuch magnitude, Which while 
it impoveriſhed the people, was productive 
of other pernicious conſequences,” Joudly 
demanded redreſs. The Empreſs applied 
therefore, to the late Pope, Ganganelli, for 
a diſpenſation from the. ; obſeryance of many 
of them. He readily granted it: a con- 
ſiderable number were eraſed ; all further 
obſervance of them forbidden, and the 
people were commanded, on pain ofpuniſh- 
ment, to open their ſhops, as well as o 
purſue their reſpective occupations 0 or trades, 
They did. not venture openly to reſiſt a 
mandate of the Government, fanQioned by 
a papal decree: but conceiving it to be no 
leſs impious, than contrary to the practice 
of their anceſtors; ; they contrived to elude 
and to render it fruitleſs, by refuſing t to ſell 
any article, or by demanding an. exorbitant 
price for it, upon the days when compelled 
to open their ſhops, It is only fix years 
ſince the edict took place. Time has how- 
ever inſenſibly mollified their intractability, 
and rendered them more docile: but, it will 

5 require 
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require à long period, to eradicate prejudices 


which have been imbibed add cheriſhed for 


ſueceſſive centuries), 1107 24. to 


L. Nküral philoſophy has FRAY made 
greater ; progreſs itt Vienna, than found 
redſon and real religion, 1 The dbetrine of 
familiar ff irits has its votaties and believers, | 
even amorig perſons” of the higheſt rank. 
Men are — WhO profiting of the weak 
nels and and credulity common to human na- 
ture, profeſs” to poſſeſs the ſecret of invok- 
ing, ſummoning,” and commanding theſe 
inviſible agents. Princes, Miniſters, and 
General Officers of diſtinguiſhed 1 reputation, 
are not aſhatned to liſten to their pretended 
diſcoveries, to be initiated into their myſte- 
ries, and to be preſent at their nocturnal 
meetings for the purpoſe of evoking or raiſ- 
ing apparitions. Schrepfer would have 


found as many adherents, and made as many 


proſelytes here, as he did at Dreſden. 
A fact not leſs incredible, is the eagerneſs 


and anxiety with which the philoſopher's 


ſtone 


A 


COURT or Nn, 8 9223 


ſtone is at this very time ſought after here. 
1 ſhould not venture to aſſert, if I did not 
know from indiſputable authority, that at 
leaſt three thouſand perſons are now oc- 
cupied in the reſearch, within the city and 
ſuburbs of Vienna. Government gives the 
example, and holds out every | neceſſary 
encouragement to ſuch as chuſe to engage 
in the attempt. In order to diſcourage in- 

dividuals at the ſame time, from endeavour- 
ing to attain ſo ineſtimable a ſecret as theo 
art of tranſmuting metals, it is forbidden to 
carry on chemical proceſſes or operations 
in private houſes. Any perſon detected in 
ſuch an occupation, may be ſeized by the 
officers of police, and all his apparatus confiſ- 

cated. But, if he ſhould be diſpoſed toengage 
in the undertaking, the Government will 
facilitate it, and furniſh him with the 
means. Profeſſor Jaquin is impowered by 
the Empreſs to receive propoſals from 
ſuch as are. inclined to enter on the at- 
tempt to make gold; in other words, to 
find the philoſopher's ſtone. They are 
vol. 11. T imme- 
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immediately provided by him with a room, 
charcoal, utenſils, crucibles, and every re- 
quiſite, at her Majeſty's expence. 

The late Emperor Francis, like his prede- 
ceſſor in the Imperial dignity, Rodolph the 
Second, expended great ſums in this chime- 
rical ſearch. A perſon of the higheſt rank 
here, himſelf an adept, aſſured me that not 
very many years ago, a man arrived at 
Vienna, who profeſſed to be in poſſeffion of 
the ſecret of producing gold. Having made 
an offer of his ſervices to Francis, he accepted 
them; but with a view of concealing the 
tranſaction from the public eye, ſent him 
into Hungary, to an eſtate which he had 
there purchaſed, named Hollitſch. Two 
military officers, choſen for their ſuppoſed . 
fidelity, accompanied the projector, with 
orders very narrowly to watch, and to re- 
port his conduct. Every thing neceſſary for 
carrying on ſo important a work, was libe- 
rally provided, and Francis promiſed him 
ample recompence, if he accompliſhed his 
promiſes. The man actually ſent ſome gold 

| to 
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to the Emperor, atteſted to be of his own 
fabrication, but only in ſmall quantity. 
After ſome time he ſuddenly diſappeared, 
and the two officers abſconded with him. 
The projector, who has eluded all enquiry, 
never was heard of ſince. But the officers, 
it is aſſerted, have been ſcen ſome time ago, 
done at Malta, the other at Hamburgh. 
Francis inſtructed by experience, employed 
no more alchymiſts to make gold. 
Numbers of the firſt perſons in Vienna 
have laboratories in their own houſes, 
where they are daily and conſtantly occu- 
pied in the ſame fingular reſearch, Far 
from being undeceived, or diſguſted by ill 
ſucceſs, they perſevere, and expend no little 
money in the endeavour. I have been 
many times in the laboratory of a great 
adept here, and have ſeen him employed 
in the proceſs itſelf. The room conveyed 
to me the preciſe idea of a Necromancer's 
ſtudy, as deſcribed in romances ; the floor 
ſtrewed with crucibles, vials, and all the 
apparatus of alchymy. My attention was 
T2 parti- 
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particularly attracted by ſeven lamps, burn- | 
ing under as many large glaſs bottles or 
receivers, each filled with a certain powder 
or dark matter : and he ſhewed me the par- 


ticular one, from which he flattered him- 
ſelf that ſucceſs might ultimately crown his 


labours. The utmoſt care is neceſſary to 


keep the lamps perpetually alive, like the 
ſacred Flame in the Temple of Veſta, or 


among the diſciples of Zoroaſter. Strong 


charcoal fires are maintained for the pur- 
poſe; the amuſement being by no means 
among the number of thoſe ſuited to nn 


of a narrow fortune. 


Some days ſince, finding myſelf alone 
with the nobleman in queſtion, who is one 
of the moſt pleaſing, amiable, and commu- 


nicative men exiſting; I aſked him what 
were his notions and opinions relative to 
the object of his reſearch. I entreated 


him to inform me, whether it was merely 


28 a recreation that he proſecuted it; or 


whether he ſeriouſly flattered himſelf with 


- * in any degree the philoſopher” 8 


» ſtone. | 
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tone. I will anſwer you,” faid he, 
« with frankneſs and preciſion: The ſearch 
< amuſes me, awakens hope, animates my 
mind, and preſents objects, at leaſt to the 
imagination, of the moſt ſeducing kind. 
« Tt is, I grant, expenſive, but I am well 
«able to ſupport ſuch a demand upon my 
„ purſe. ' 'So much for the occupation con- 
« ſidered in itſelf, With reſpe& to the ac- 
* compliſhment of the great object, the pro- 

duction of a powder with which gold may 

be made, I believe in the exiſtence and poſ- 
« bility of ſuch a ſubſtance: it is called in 
the language of Alchymy, Powder of Pro- 
«7 jeftion. If I had an ounce of it, I could 
« produce gold in the following manner : 
« by applying to it a ſmall quantity of gold, 
< the metal is transformed into it; and gold 
” only can produce this effect, or enable 
© me to increaſe to any extent that I pleaſe, | 
* the Powder of Frajection. If L afterwards 
« apply a ſmall quantity of it ſo compoſed, 5 
« to any baſer metals, as lead, iron, or cop- 


"M Wo, I'can change them into 'gold; ſo that 
1 3 TS. with | 
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* with a ſmall proportion of gold, 1 can 
* always have powder ſufficient to produce 
an immenſe quantity. By mixing certain 
de ingredients in it, I can deprive it of its 
s virtue, and revive it at pleaſure; but none 
te except myſelf, or an adept of the /ame ſchool, 

© can. reſtore it when thus diſguiſed an 
* transformed. I believe that many perſons 
have attained and practiſed - the art of 
* making gold: nay, I believe that there 
* are ſuch perſons now exiſting in Europe; 
e but I am nevertheleſs very doubtful of 
* my own ſucceſs,” It is unneceſſary to 
make any obſervations on the above account 
of the mode of attaining the phlloſogher 8 
ſtone; ſince a ſort of voluntary, credulity 
ſeems to be the principal, and almoſt the 
only requilite in the proceſs. _ 2 
The memory of Paracelſus is held i in high 
 veneration at Vienna: he was one of the 
extraordinary men whom the Emperor 
Rodolph the Second, the great patron of 
philoſophers, chymiſts, and pretenders to 
U had alſembled in his Court at 

15 8 Prague, 
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Prague, towards the beginning of the laſt 
century. Paracelſus boldly declared him- 
ſelf in poſſeſſion of the philoſopher's ſtone; 
and they ſtill ſhew a houſe here in the 
Leopoldſtadt ſuburb, Where it is ſaid he 
changed a piece of braſs money into gold. 
Every body ſeems to be perſuaded of the 
fact; and as a confirmation of it, there is 
in the © Belvidere” palace, a picture which 
I have ſeen, that repreſents him in the ad. 
1 imagine however, that the evidence of 
the painting will not be admitted a8 incon- 
trovertible. 5 1 
If any degree of poſitive teſtimony eoulg 
eſtabliſh the doctrine of tranſmuting metals | 
it may be obtained here. 1 have hear 0 
perſons 1 named, who are either now alive, 
or lately dead, of whoſe faculty to make 
gold, nobody entertains a doubt. ; A Prince 
of the family of Lichtenſtein, i is generally 
believed to have been maſter of the ſecret ; 
by an improvement of which it ispretended 
that he laid the foundation of the: imme 
property enjoyed by his deſcendants : his 
N _ Chriſtian ' g 
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| Chriſtian name was John Adam, Ad- was 


great uncle to Prince Franeis, the preſent 
head of the family. I am affured that 5 
when he came to the ſucceſſion, his annual 


| income did not exceed thirty thouſand : 


florins, « or a little more than three thouſand 


pounds ſterling. During his life he built 


ſeveral ſplendid palaces, either at Vienna, 
or on his eſtates; and his manner of living 


was magnificent in the extreme. Yet, 


notwithſtanding theſe expences, which 
were more than ſufficient to exhauſt his 


original patrimony, he left at his deceaſe, 


lands to the value of above four hundred 


thouſand florins a year. Nay, they add 
that ſuch was his command of money, in 


conſequence of poſſeſſing the, philoſopher 8 
ſtone, 28 to compel the Court to interfere, 
and put 7 ſtop to his purchaſes, or he 


would have bought almoſt all Bohemia 


and Moravia. With whatever contempt 
ſuch ſtories might be rr in u Loden, 
they excite no ridicule here, © I pick 277 266 
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The ſcience of making gold. is not "the 
only extraordinary object of reſearch, ar- 
dently purſued at Vienna: there are per- 
ſons here eredulous or ſanguine enough to 
believe in the exiſtence of drugs and : 
potions, by which health, vigour, and even 
liſe, may be prolonged beyond their uſual 
limits, © I have converſed with men who ; 
affect to have attained ſuch ſecrets; and 
the ſame nobleman whom J have already 
mentioned, preſented me not long ago 
a vial, containing a bright yellow liquid, 
which he aſſured me, taken from time to 
time in ſmall quantities, would tend to 
counteract the progreſs of age, or the effect 
of indiſpoſition. Unfortunately I want 
faith for the experiment, without which I 
imagine it would be of little benefit. St. 
Germain, who is now alive at Hamburgh, 
ptetends, that by means of chymical diſ- 
coveries, he has already ſurmounted the 
deſtiny of man, and is above two or three 
hundred years of age. Impudent as the 
impoſture may be, he would find believers 
here, 


- 


282 | MEMOIRS OF. THE 


here, even among the higher orders of 
ſociety. I ought however, in juſtice to 
ſay before I quit the ſubject, that thoſe 
perſons who are moſt warmly engaged 
either in the purſuit after the philoſopher's 
ſtone, or any other viſionary attempt con- 
nected with it, are. ftill conſcious of the 
ridicule that attaches | to the thing itlelf, 
In order to avoid it they uſually either 
conceal their occupation, or affect to join 
in the laugh againſt themſelves. The pro- 
greſs of reaſon and of true philoſophy, can 
nevertheleſs alone put a total end to pur- 
ſuits, ſo generally and ſo deeply imbibed. 
The public diverſions, as well as the 
theatrical amuſements of Vienna, do not 
_ correſpond with the ideas which we are 
naturally led to entertain of the metropolis 
of the German Empire, the reſidence of 
the Cæſars. Few European capitals are 
more deficient in exhibitions of this nature. 
There is indeed, a company of French 
comedians who commonly repair here 
every winter ; but they are ſo indifferent, 


28 
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as to render their performance ſcarcely 
ſupportable. It is otherwiſe at the Ger- 
man theatre, where the repreſentation is 
excellent. Madame Sacco, who plays the 
firſt tragic parts, may rank with the fineſt 
actreſſes of Germany, France, or England. 
Vienna has neither an Italian opera, nor 
« Ballet;” and during Lent no diverſions 
of a public kind are permitted, except con- 
certs. The maſked balls or Ridottos in 
Carnival, are held in the Imperial palace; 
where the apartments appropriated to 
them, are noble, ſpacious, and convenient. 
I have frequently ſeen more than eighteen 
hundred perſons in the great ball room. 
The whole expence being defrayed by the 
Court, the profits ariſing from it are appro- 
priated of cqurſe to the Government. 
None of the public amuſements are. expen- 
five ; the price of admiſſion to the Ridottos 
1s only two floring, or erer an Engliſh 
crown piece.  _ 
In Lent, it is pleaſant on a en 7 
* + Heren-Haltz,”” a chapel ſituated 
about 
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about half a mile to the ſouth .of Vjekas. 


Devotion and amuſement carry thither mul- | 
titudes'of every rank, and of both ſexes. 1 
have met the Emperor himſelf on foot, 
among the crowd. It is equally curious and 
entertaining to mingle with the peaſants, 
of whom Sclavonians, Greeks, and Hun- 
garians compoſe à principal part. They 


walk, pray, take refreſhments, and return 


in the evening to Vienna. It is accounted 
a pious work, a ſort of pilgrimage, to viſit 
% Heren-Haltz” in Lent. People of con- 
dition either remain in their carriages, or 
walk, as they chance to prefer; and I have 
ſeen ten or twelve thouſand perſons there of 


a Sunday, when the weather has been fine. 


French may be denominated the com- 
mon and univerſal language among perſons 


in upper life at Vienna. German is little 


uſed in mixed company; b and the Auſtrians 
ſpeak ſo bad a dialect of it, that a native of 
Dreſden or of Mentz, where the pureſt 
German is ſpoken, has no ſmall difficulty 
to converſe with them. Italian is generally 
under- 
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underſtood, and many of the Milaneze, 
as well as the Mantuan nobility, are to be 
found here every winter, whom buſineſs, 
ambition, pleaſure, or curioſity, attract to 
the ſeat of Government. Engliſh is ex- 
tremely in vogue, particularly among the 
ladies, moſt of whom read and underſtand 
it: ſeveral among: them ſpeak it with great 
eaſe and propriety. But French is indiſ- 
penſable, and far more uſeful as well as 
neceſſary for a ſtranger, than German. It 
was otherwiſe formerly, under the reigns of 
Leopold aad Charles the Sixth. Thoſe 
Princes, nurſed in hereditary antipathy to 
the Houſe of Bourbon, and almoſt con- 
ſtantly engaged in war with that Family, 
held in deteſtation every thing connected 
with France: language, dreſs, manners, 
all were odious. Italian then conſtituted 
the elegant and courtly vehicle of ex- 
preſſion. French was never pronounced 
at Court; and it would have been almoſt 
a crime to have come into the preſence 


of the Soverign, in a fuit of .cloaths 


on 
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of the Pariſian mode. I have heard per= 
ſons aſſert, who remember the times to 
which I allude, that any ſtranger who ap- 
peared in the drawing-room with white 
filk ſtockings, attracted attention; and 
that Charles the Sixth commonly faid of 
ſuch a one, looking at him with averſion, 
That is a curſed Frenchman !” But the 
late Emperor Francis brought with him 
to Vienna the faſhions, language, and alli- 
ance of that country. As he never could 
| ſpeak German perfectly, he always ex- 
preſſed himſelf in French. The Court 
ſoon followed the example: their animo- 
ſity to France vas inſenſibly obliterated ; | 
and the connexions of marriage fince 
formed with the various branches of the 
Bourbon family, have almoſt completely 
done away the ancient enmity between the 
two countries. | : 
The climate of Vienna, as well as of | 
Auſtria, though dry, keen, arid falubrious; 
is conſidered as too ſharp and penetrating - 


| for perſons ſubject to diſorders of the lungs. 
Rain 
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Rain is not frequent. The winters are 
very rigorous; yet it is rather uncommon 
for the principal ſtream of the Danube to 
be frozen over from ſide to ſide. The cir- 
cumſtance did not take place during the 
whole of laſt winter; but, about three 
weeks ago, it was completely frozen acroſs 
for a few days. I made an excurſion 

into Hungary, at that time; and I not only 
eroſſed the Danube on the ice, oppoſite the 
city of Preſburg, where it is very broad, 
but I ſaw waggons heavily laden, which 
paſſed with perfect ſafety. In February and 
March, unlike our climate, the weather is 
generally very fine, nor are fogs common 
at any ſeaſon, During ſummer the heat is 
frequently oppreſſive, particularly within 
the walls of Vienna. A till more diſagree- 
able attendant on warm weather, is the 
duſt, uſually increaſed by the winds that 
blow with violence, and which are accounted 
abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the ſalubrity 
of the air. The duſt is indeed one of the 
greateſt inconveniences to which the city 
14 | bs 


288 _ "MEMOIRS OF THE 


is-ſubjeQ, no precautions being taken to di- 
miniſh it; and even in February I have found 
it very unpleaſant. -But, every advantage 
fairly balanced, the climate is far ſuperior 
to that of London, leſs inconſtant and rainy, 
exempt from the unwholeſome fogs ſo com 
mon on the banks of the Thames, and more 
favourable to the prolongation of health, 
beauty, and life. Here I ſhall cloſe this 
long letter. | | 1 
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yt e Jg the Fir, and Chankes 4 
the Sixth. Acceſſion of Maria Thereſa. — Her 
g harangue to the Hungarian Diet. —Coronation 
at Preſburg. — Her perſon, manners, and con- 
jugal attachment. — Funeral vault of the In- 
perial Tanih. — Death of the A rchducheſs > 
ſepha. — Allotment of the E mpreſs's time. — Her 
_ devotion. — Audiences. — Prejudices and parti- 
 alities. — Palace of Schonbrun. — Archducheſſes 
of thelaſt mentioned Princeſs her marriage, and 
aſcendency over the Empreſi.— Character of 
Maria Thereſa. — Her ene foley, and © 
adminiſtration. | | . ren” 


"Yana, 1 11, 1799: | 
T HE reign 1 of the preſent Empreſs, Queen 
comprizes a period the moſt intereſt- 
ing of any in the annals of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, ſince the death of the Emperor c 
Charles the Fifth. Its duration, which al- 
vox. 1. „ | ready a 
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ready exceeds eight- and- thirty years; the 
critical circumſtances under which it com- 
menced; the wars which, with various ſue- 
ceſs, have marked its progreſs ; "laſtly, the 
vaſt augmentation of her power and terri- 
tory, by the partition of Poland, added to 
the recent ſeizure of Lower Bavaria: all theſe. 
events conduce to render Maria Thereſa an 
object of peculiar attention, not only as a 
ſovereign, but as a woman. Her character, 
| adminiſtration, policy, and actions, which 
have ſo eſſentially affected the felicity, as 
well as the tranquillity of Europe in the 
5 preſent age, will awaken the warmeſt curi- 
oſity, mixed with the livelieſt MY to 
the lateſt poſterity. 
Her grandfather Leopold, a Prince who 
experienced the greateſt reverſes and viciſſi- 
tudes of fortune, paſſed his long reign of near 
half a century, in a perpetual, but unequal 
conflict, with two powerful ſtates, Turkey 
and France. Driven from his capital in 1683, 
by the forces of the former, he owed his pre- 
ſervation ſolely to the ſuccours brought him 


e, 1 
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by-Johts Sobjeſki, who ſaved Vieniia"whet 
reduced t the laſt e tremity, and prevehtet 
Auſtria from pafſitig” under the Ottoman 
yoke, It was not eaſy at that time to foreſee 
that Leopold, from a ſtate of fuch depreſſion 
would in the courſe of à few years become 
more formidable than ever. The artis of 
Prince Eugene recovered Hungary from the 
Turks, and extended its frontiers; while che 
genius and fortune of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, by the memorable victory of Blen- 
heim, expelled the French from the heart of 
Germany, humbled Louis the Fourteenth, 
and elevated Leopold to the ſuminit of hu- 
man greatneſs. He expired almoſt imme- 
diately afterwards, leaving his Houſe iti a 
ſtate of proſperity, to which he had neither 
contributed by his talents, by his mugs; 
nor by his exertions of any kind. 
Joſeph, who ſucceeded, was a Prince of £ 
very different, and of much ſuperior natural 
endowments. Equally active in the field 
and ĩn the cabinet, rapid no leſs than deciſive 
ire his political character, he was formed to 
100 U 2 ſiuſtain 
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ith ability the gien uk under 
his facher. But, the term of his life Was 
ſhoxt; and he. was carried. off by the ſmall- 

pox, after a reign of only ſix years, at one of 
the moſt critical periods of the war, under- 
taken-to fix the Crown, of Spain on the head 
of his younger brother, Charles. Joſeph's 

premature death produced the peace of 
Utrecht, eſtabliſhed Philip the Fifth on the 
Spaniſh Throne, and completely. changed 
the deſtiny of Europe. The preſent Prince 
Auerſperg, who i is fourſeore, was a page in 
the ſervice of Joſeph, and aſſiſted about his 
perſon during that monarch's laſt illneſs, 


Conyerling, with him on the ſubject, a fen 


days ſince, he aſſured me, that the phyſicians 
not only kept the Emperor in a room, 
from which all circulation or introduction 
of freſh air was entirely excluded; but, 
cauſed him to be wrapt in near twenty 
yards of | Engliſh ſcarlet broad cloth, at 
the time when the ſmall-pox was at its 
height. Such was the practice of phyſic at 


Vieuns, ſcarcely "ROME years. M8 Even 
3h Wo now 
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now it is little "better underſtood; kr in 
Auſtria, or” in Bavaria. Two W uddere 
Empreſſes, and no leſs chan ſix Archdukes 
or Ducheſſes, have fällen victims“ ir 
ſame fatal malady, withi n the lat thirr 
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4 forty year.” f 000” | 
The brother and fucce or. by is eph 5 

Charles the Sixth, : a Prince of very limited 
expacity, indolent and paſſive, reſembled. 
| Leopold i in the leading features of his cha- 
racer: yet, during more than twenty years 
of his reign, the Auſtrian dominions, con- 
tinued to increaſe. Naples, Steiy, che e. 
Milaneze, and the Low Countries, which 

were ceded to Charles by the treaty "of 
U trecht ; together with the Ki ngdom of 
Servia, a province wreſted by Hls Arcs 
from the Turkiſh Sultans, Augmented "kifs 
power. But, the evening of fits life, did 
not correſpond with the ſpletidor and P : 
ſperity of its meridian.” Prinèe Eugelle, y 
whb contributed ſo much to illustrate it by 
his vitories; had the misfortüne tb farvive 


n Naples and 'Sicify' were Joſt on 
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one hand; while on the er, he Turks, 
emboldened by che weakneſs; of the Em- 
peror's councils, recovered Belgrade... des 
feated the Iaperialenmmapderg, and ſeemed 
to be on the point of again gyer-running 
Huogary; as they had done under the So- 
Iymans and the Selims, in the preceding 
century. Under theſe humiliating, and 
diſaſtrous circumſtances Charles expired ; 
leaving behind him n male iſſue, a, beatey 
and diſpirited army, an empty exchequer, 
and a feeble guarantee purchaſed or ex- 
torted from foreign powers, as the beſt 
ſupport to the tottering grandeur, of his 
family; aflailed by enemies on eyery ſide, 
+: During t the life of the. Emperor Joleph, 
as, he was. deſtitute c of ſons, and the only 
hope of perpetuating t the Auſtrian line, cen 
tred in the Archduke. Charles ; his marriage 
conſtituted an obje&} of the, firl 15 50 
importenge,,; Among, all, the Princeſſes of 
Germany, diftigguithed , for, beauty, who 
ſeemed to give. the faireſt promiſe of poſte- 
zity Elizabeth Chriſtina, daughter of Loui 


Duke 


n 
14.7 * 
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Duke oy" Brunſwic Blankenberg, was fe- 
lected. But, as Charles was then in Spain, 
contending for the Crown of that kingdom, 
the young Princeſs Was ſent thither, and 
the nuptials were ſolemnized in 1707, at 
Barcelona. When he quitted Spain, ahout 
four years afterwards, on the death of his 
brother Joſeph, to repair to Germany; ; ſhe 
remained in Catalonia, till circumſtances en- 
abled her to rejoin him at Vienna. Her 
perſonal attractions, which raiſed her to the 
Imperial Throne, had already ſuffered ſome 

diminution, before her firſt interview with 
the Archduke, I have heard the Counteſs 
Uhlfeldt ſay, who remembered her, that 
previous to her landing at Barcelona, ſhe 
was ſo ſtung by the Muſquetos, as to oca- 
ſion a violent ſwelling in her face. With 
a view to diminiſh the eſſects of ſo morti- 
fying an accident, by which her features 
were entirely disfigured, a lotion was pre- 
ſcribed, that produced indeed the effect of 
allaying the inflammation; but deſtroyed 


the Ledi delicacy of her complexion, 
75298 1 U . which | 
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which ſhe never recovered to the end of 


her life. 


The virtues of her mind and character. 
added to the charms of her perſon, effec- 
tually ſecured the eſteem, while they con- 
ciliated no leſs the affections of her huſband. 
She ſurvived him near ten years, and was 
a witneſs of the florms which agitated the 
commencement of | her daughter's reign. 
Towards the latter part of her life, the late 
Empreſs was attacked with dropſical ſymp⸗ 
toms in her legs and extremities, which in- 
capacitated her for walking. Whenever 
ſhe appeared in the drawing-room, it be- 
came neceſſary to place napkins under her 
feet, to receive the water that ran from them 
in great quantity. Maria Thereſa inherits, 
with many of her mother's amiable qua- 
lities, this corporal ailment, which ſeems to 
be conſtitutional, and naturally augments 
with age. After giving birth to various 
children of both ſexes, of whom only two 
daughters ſurvived, the late Empreſs brought 
into the world a ſon, His birth; which 

happened 


[ 
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Beßpesetk in 1718, was celebrated with 
teſtimonies of univerſal joy, as an earneſt 
of the prolongation of the Auftrian male 
fine. But theſe premature hopes were al- 
moſt as ſoon extinguiſhed, the young prince 
being carried off in the ſame year: an event 
which was occaſioned, if we may credit 
Lady Wortley Montagu, by imprudently 
weaning him. His deceaſe opened the ſuc- 
cefſion to his ſiſter Maria Thereſa, who, 
while yet in infancy, began to be con- 
ſidered as probably ſole heireſs to the valt 
dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria. | 
She was born in May 1717, and might 
juſtly be regarded as one of the greateſt 
alliances which had ever preſented itſelf to 
ambition. Since Mary of Burgundy, who 
brought the ſeventeen provinces of the Low 
Countries in dowry to the Emperor Maxi- 
milian, none ſo great had ariſen in modern ; 
Europe. After long heſitation, Charles the 
Sixth ſelected for her huſband Francis of 
Lorrain, Grand Duke of Tuſcany, a Prince 
whoſe ſimilarity of age, added to his per- 
108 | _ ſonal 
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{onal qualities and eee ren 
dered him worthy of ſo diſtinguiſhed, a 
choice, By, /a fortunate; , concurrence, of 
circumſtances, he was, not leſs acceptable to 
the young Archducheſs, than to her father; 
and the marriage was celebrated at Vienna 
with extraordinary \magnificence,, on. the 
firſt, of, February, 17 36. The ruinous war 
againſt the Turks, Which covered | with 
diſhonour the laſt years of Charles's reign, 
and embittered the evening of bis life, fol- | 
lowed thortly afterwards. It was a this 
time that Maria Thereſa accompanied” the 
Grand Duke her huſband to Florence. She 
returned thence to Vienna, where the was 
preſent at. the important, moment of the 
"1 Emperor's 8 death, on the 20th. of Oktober, 

| s A ien % on Hivnuord 
Never, perhaps, Ad any » Pina * 
a a Throne under circumſtances of greater 
peril, or which demanded; more fortitude, 
energy, and perſonal,: reſolution. ; Sur- 
rounded with enemies, deſtitute) of | allies, 
* attacked by the moſt powerful adver- 


fries; 
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faries; it was - long doubtful whether; the 
would not be. buried under the ruins of the 
Houfe-of., Auſtria.) While] Frederic King 
ot. Pruſſia unexpectedly marched. into 
Sileſia, the French, and Bavarians appeared 
at the gates of Vienna. It is difficult to 
imagine a more intereſting object, than che 
repreſentative and heireſs of ſo many Em- 
perors, contending for the vaſt ſucceſſion 
devolved. to her, and finding reſources i in 
che firmneſs of her own character. Even 
the circumſtances of her ſex, youth, beauty, 
and misfortunes, contributed to increaſe the 
general intereſt taken in her fate. Driven 
from her capital, ſhe retired into Hungary, 
where, from the loyalty of a martial and 
generous people, ſhe derived the moſt ſolid, 
as, well as effectual ſupport. It was then 
that ſhe made the.celebrated harangue com- 
memorated by Voltaire, which operated ſo 
powerfully on the hearts of her audience, 
and which is ſtill remembered here with 


enthuſiaſtic pleaſure, I mn 


of 


Ire 


- 1 tinve'converſel with many” perſons of 
the higheft quality, who were preſent on 
that oceaſion: I never ſaw any who could 
mention it without emotion; and all agree i in 
aſſerting, that the feetie'was the moſt touch- 
ing to be conceived: It was not the cold diſ- 
cloſure of political or pecuniary embarraſſ- 
ments, formally made by a Sovereign from 
the Throne, and followed by the demand 
of ſupplies for carrying on a war. It was 
the ſupplication of a young and beautiful 
woman in diſtreſs, who, as her laſt refuge, 
threw herſelf on the affections of a nation, 
that had experienced from her anceſtors, 
and even from her immediate predeceſſors, 
the fevereſt treatment. Hungary, under 
Leopold and Joſeph the firſt, preſented a 
frightful picture of perpetual inſurrections, 
as perpetually repreſſed by executions, and 
by the utmoſt ſeverity of vindictive deſpot- 
iſm. Count Koller, who is himelf a Hun- 
garian, and who then repreſented one of 
the firſt officers of State, has frequently re- 

Jated 
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banks me every circumſtance that attended 
Maria Thereſa's harangue. His own words 
will convey. the moſt lively, as well as the 
moſt faithful picture of a ſcene, than which | 
antiquity furniſhes. nothing: more. ſublime 
and affecting. In the hands of Livy or 
of Tacitus, how beautiful would have been 
its effect, and how wide its operation, in- 
ereaſed by the lapſe of time, which 
every object! 1 3 
While the ws. Diet,” aid 
Count Koller, © ' which had been. convoked 
« at Preſburg, was occupied in preparing 
« for the defence of the kingdom and of 
« the young Queen, we received a meſ- 
ſage from her Majeſty, ſummoning us 
to attend her at the Caſtle. We imme- 
- diately obeyed ; and when we were met. 
„ in the great hall, the Queen entered. 
« She was in deep mourning, the year not 
. being quite expired ſince the deceaſe of 
Charles the Sixth her father. A pro- 
„ found and awful filence of ſome mo- 
* ments enſued; her Majeſty being in 
« diſtreſs, - 
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« diſtreſs, which ſhe could not at, 
and which incapacitated her from utter- 


ing a ſingle word, During this time her 
«infant ſon, the Prelent Emperor, was 


brought in by the firſt Lady of the Bed- 
chamber, and laid on a cuſhion before | 


her. With an action more eloquent 
than any oration, ſhe took him in her 
arms, held him up to the aſſembly, and 


while ſobs interrupted her voice, the ad- 


- dreſſed the Diet in Latin, as is cuſtomary; 


a language which the ſpeaks as well as 


underſtands perfectly, when the came 


to the words, © Agitur de Regno Hun- 
gariz, de perſona noſtra, prolibus noſtris, 
et corona. Ab omnibus derelicti, unice 
ad inclytorum ſtatuum fidelitatem, arma, 
et e priſcam virtutem e con- 
fugimus *; *,” we all, as if animated by « one 
ſoul, drew our fabres, exclaiming unani- 


£35 24935 


* « The kingdom MENTS our perſon italic, 
* and our crown, are at ſtake! Abandoned by all, we fly to 
« the fidelity, the arms, and the priine » 17 pt he. famous 


&« 8 20 States.? 
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1. ouſly, © Vitam et languinem pro ma- 
e jeſtate veſtra s! We wept, as did the 
Queen, aloud; but they were tears of 
« Joyalty, of affection, and of indignation. 
„In a few minutes afterwards we with- 
10 drew, in order to purſue the meaſures ne- 
t ceſſary for ſecuring the Hungarian and 
Auſtrian dominions, at ſuch a moment of 
«< public danger and diſtreſs. The Emperor 
Francis was not preſent ; but he remained 
in a room adjoining, from which he could 
9 diſtinctly hear every thing that took place. 
From the beginning to the cloſe, this 
« celebrated ſcene, which has furniſhed ſo 
much matter for hiſtory, hardly laſted 
% more than twelve or fifteen minutes.” 
Maria Thereſa, it muſt be remembered, 
had previouſly gained the affections, and 
ſecured the allegiance of the Hungarian 
nation, by voluntarily ſubmitting to take 
the coronation oath of Andrew the Second, 
which ratified, in terms the moſt un- 
limited, all their privileges. After a con- 


2 Our ves 2nd our blood for your Majeſty 1 * 
ceſſion, 
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ceſſion, at once ſo wiſe and 6 magnant- 
mous, ſhe was ſolemnly crowned Queen of 


Hungary at Preſburg, in June 1741. Iam 
aſſured by thoſe who witneſſed; her corona- 
tion, that ſhe was then one of the moſt charm- 
ing women in Europe ; her figure elegant, 


her ſhape fine, and her demeanor majeſtic. 
Every portrait of her which I have ſeen, con- 
firms the aſſertion. Though her eyes were of 
a light grey, they were very expreſſive and 
full of ſweetneſs. An air of delicacy, occa- 
ſioned by her having recently lain in, increaſ- 
ed her natural attractions. When the Crown 
was placed upon her head, it proved to be 


ſo much too large, that it was found neceſ- 


fary to put cuſhions round her forehead, in 
order to prevent it from falling down over 


her face. Its weight becoming inſupportable 
after ſome time, when ſhe ſat down to dinner 


in public, the Crown was taken off. The 


hear of the weather, and the length of the 


ceremony through which ſhe had paſſed, 
diffuſed a glow over her countenance that 
augmented her * ; while her fine hair 


hung 


1 
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hung down, ost her ſhoulders in xinglets, 
and her whole. figure was captivating to the 

greateſt degree · Me muſt not forget thaſe 

eircumſtances, when we. contemplate the 

_ enthuſiaſm of loyalty, with which.ſhe found 
means te inſpire her ſubiecks: It may juſtiy 

be doubted) whether Elizabeth ever awak- 
ened more attachment among the Engliſh, 

at any period of her life or reiggg. 
Maria Thereſa's perſon now retains no 
trace of the charms which ſhe once poſ- 
ſeſſed; and it is even difficult to conceive 
from her preſent appearance, that ſhe ever 
was handſome. 80 total a change ought 

not however, to ſurprize, when it is recal- * 
lected that beſides her advanced time of life, 
and the number of children whom ſhe has 
brought into the world, the ſmall- pox com- 

- pleted the ruin of her features. She caught 
the diſtemper from her daughter-in-law, the 5 
preſent Emperor's ſecond wife, twelve years 

ago, in 1767; and during her illneſs, her 
life was in the moſt imminent danger- 
Previous to that period, I am aſſured that 

VOL. 1], . tha 
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me fill mi eee. termed handſome, 
though ſhe Was become large Ynd heavy. 
In additfen to the ravage made in her face | 


"by. the Hen pox, an accident Which hap- 


pened after her recovery, totally altered 


Het cbuntenance, àfid obliterated whatever 
eltmined of her iner Lett. Gn 2 journey 
from Vienna t Preſburg, ſhe was over- 


turned from an open carriage. In tlie fall 


ſhe bruiſed her noſe and face fo violently, 
that the ſwelling and inflammation, occa- 
fioned by it, threatened to deprive her of 
"ſight. The care and {kill of ber medical 
attendants prevented that diſaſter; but the 
| looſe gravel upon which ſhe fell, ſo diſ- 
figured her features, that they are no Was 
recognizable. 


The Empreſs Queen is now grown cor- 


pulent, unwieldy, and infirm. Her face, 
though lacerated by the marks of the ſmall- 


pox, and the effects of her fall, retains 
nevertheleſs ſuch an expreſſion of goodneſs 


-and benevolence, that when ſhe ſmiles, her 


features for an inſtant almoſt become pleaſ- 
Par 2 ing. 
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ing. She o owes no 0 advantages to the deco- 
ration of the toilet, her hair being combed 
back very flat under her cap, on the crown 
of her head; and behind, it is cut ſhort on 
her neck. In order to conceal its being 
grey, ſhe always wears powder. | Every 
thing about her perſon is dark and mourn- 
ful; nor has ſhe ever, ſince the death of her 
huſband, the late Emperor, worn any dreſs 
except the deepeſt weeds. A black crape 
cap, which comes very low over her fore- 
head, ſo as almoſt to conceal her hair, is 
little calculated. to adorn, or to ſet off her 
face. On no occaſion Share has ſhe 
put on diamonds, or other female orna- 
ments, ſince ſhe became a widow. Her 
legs and feet, like thoſe of. her mother, being 
grown feeble, and almoſt debilitated, ne 
is no longer capable of taking any conſider- 
able exerciſe on foot; and ſhe uſually wears 
gaiters about her legs, on account of the 
ſupport which they give her when walking, 
Ia the Drawing-room ſhe, uſes a glaſs, in 
order to diſtinguiſh perſons at a few paces 
x 2 diſtant 
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diſtant from her. She is in fact very ſhort- 
ſighted ; or rather perhaps, age and infirmi- 


ties having impaired her ſenſe of ſeeing, 


oblige her to have recourſe to artificial 
aſſiſtance. Fo 

When young, ſhe was 1 fond 
of dancing, maſking, and every public 


diverſion: it is almoſt unneceſſary to ſay, 


that ſhe has long renounced all ſuch amuſe- 
ments. | RY. have frequently ſeen her fit down 


to cards in her drawing-room, on public 


days ; and at the Court balls ſhe uſually 
remains till about eleven o'clock at night, 


ſeated as a ſpectatreſs of the dances: but, 


ſhe always retires before midnight; ; and 


in her own apartments ſhe never plays at 
cards, or at any other game, In commemo- 
ration likewiſe of her widowed ſtate, as a 
ſort of auſterity which may mark her grief 
for the loſs of a huſband whom ſhe tenderly 
loved, ſhe has never inhabited ſince his 
deceaſe, the principal range of apartments in 
the palace at Vienna. Thoſe in which ſhe 
lives, have a fouthern expoſition ; ; but, ſhe is 


& 4's dy + 4s - * 2 5 
— * þ 
o , 
| 2 


— 


COURT or BERLIN, ete. 309 
ſo little ſuſceptible of cold, that in the midſt 
of winter ſhe uſually has all the windows 
open during the day, and often cannot 
bear a fire in her chamber. The Emperor, 
on the contrary, is. ſo chilly, that he ſays 
he is almoſt frozen when he goes to viſit 
his mother; and is obliged to put on a fur 
coat, in order to enable himſelf to ſupport, ; 
for any length of time, the air of her apart» 


ment. Her reſidence is on the third floorz 


and the rooms which ſhe occupies, though 
commodious and ſpacious, are nothing leſs 
than ſplendid. 
Antiquity does not furniſh any model of 
conjugal affection and fidelity more perfect 
than the one exhibited by the EmpreſsQueen. 
Like the elder Agrippina, ſhe preſſes to her 
heart the urn that contains the aſhes of her 
huſband ; and time, which has ſoftened, can- 
not obliterate her grief. Francis died ſuddenly. 
on the 18th of Auguſt 1765, without previ- 
oully confeſſing to a Prieſt, or receiving 
abſolution. Unleſs prevented by indiſpo- 
ſition, Maria Thereſa never fails to repair 
f X 3 „ 
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on the eighteenth day of every month, 

very early in the morning, to the vault of 
the convent of the Capucins in Vienna, where 
his remains are depoſited. Even in winter, 
ſhe i is there long before dawn, notwithſtand- 
ing the rigor of the ſeaſon, and her many 
infirmities. The vault i is lighted up, while 
on her knees ſhe pours out ſupplications 
for the repoſe of his ſoul. The whole 
month of Auguſt ſhe conſiders as a peni- 
tential time, dedicated to his memory; and 
the generally paſſes it at the palace of 
Schonbrun, in a ſort of gloomy and devout 
retirement, amidſt maſſes, Requiems, and 
ſervices for the dead. However tinctured 
with human weakneſs and. ſuperſtition, it 
is impoſſible not to reſpe& the ſource, and 
to honor the principles, which inſpire ſo 
exemplary a conduct, 

Having mentioned the vault of the Ca- 
pucins, where the late Emperor 1 is buried, 
it is indiſpenſable for many reaſons, that I 
ſhould give an accurate idea of that funereal 


repoſitory. Louis the Fourteenth | is ſaid to 
have 
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have abandoned the Palace of St. Germain; 
becauſe from the windows he. beheld the 
Abbey of St. Denis, where he was one day to 
* repoſe after death. As if the Princes of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, on the contrary, wiſhed 
to have immortality. conſtantly before their 
eyes, and preſent to their imagination, it 
is ſituated near the Imperial Palace, almoſt 


in the centre of Vienna; under the church = 


of the ſame name, which was finiſhed i in 
1622, by the Emperor Ferdinand the Se- 
cond, I have viſited it more than once, 
not without ſenſations of a ſolemn. and 
| melancholy kind. The vault, or rather 
ſubterranean chamber, is of conſiderable 
ſize; the light being admitted into it, 
though in moſt parts very imperfectly. 
All the Emperors, Empreſſes, and their 
male as well as female iſſue, for more than 
a century paſt, are ranged ſide by ſide. 
Among them I particularly remarked the 
monuments of Leopold, Joſeph the. Firſt, 
and Charles the Sixth, which are magni- 
ficent. Near the laſt mentioned one, is 
x 4 huried 


pid unkoiks of nt 

buried the young Archduke, Maria The- 
reſa's brother, whom I have already men- 
tioned, and whoſe premature death was a 
ſubje& of general lamentation. The in- 
ſeription upon the tomb of Eleanor of 
Neubourg, third wife of the Emperor 
Leopold, which contraſts not a little with - 
the panegyrics commonly aſcribed to ſove- 
reigns, was dictated by herſelf. It is ſuch 
as a Carmelite, or a Magdalen, oppreſſed 
with à conſciouſneſs of her fins, might 
have choſen to be engraved upon her tomb- 
ſtone; and I copied it for its humility, 
as well as for the dag 2 of expreſs 
fion ; 

Eleonore, 
* Pauvre Pechereſſe 
* morte le 19 . | 
| cc 1719.” | 

She forbade any other commemoration or 
Ire, to be added. 1 


The monument, erected to the lte Em- 


peror Francis and Maria Thereſa, is not 


ee of marble, but of a ſpecies of 
bronze 


v 


| COURT or BERLIN, etc. 313 


bronze or metal; having. been conſtrudted 
by the preſent Empreſs's directions, as long 
ago as the year 1743, when ſhe was not ſix- 
and- twenty. Here ſhe has deſtined her re- 
mains to be depoſited with thoſe of her huſ- 
band, whenever Providence ſhall call her 
hence; a period to which ſhe has always 
looked forward . without terror or repug- 
nance. Unlike the generality of tombs, where 
the perſons whom they commemorate, are 
commonly laid recumbent, their hands 
joined in prayer; here the two figures of 
the Emperor and Empreſs are repreſented 
in a half repoſing attitude. Francis, partly 
raiſed on one fide, is regarding his wife 
ith an' expreſſion of fondneſs, while the 
Genius of immortality crowns them with a 
wreath. Unfortunately, this monument, 
intended only to excite images. of the moſt, . 
folemn and melancholy kind ; by ſome per- 
verſity of humam nature, or by ſome original 
vice of the deſign, awakens ideas the moſt 
remote from diſſolution and mortality. The 
roo of the Emperor, which, it muſt be 
owned, 
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Siplaved i in the looks of _ the _ 
added to the warm attachment which, it is 
well known, her Majeſty always felt for 
Francis, who was then young and hand- 
ſome; theſe circumſtances have given riſe 
to many ludicrous or ſarcaſtic remarks upon 
the tomb itſelf. Perſons who are diſpoſed 
to ſee the ridiculous, rather than the ſerious 
ſide of every object, have thought, not alto- 
gether without reaſon, that it bore more re- 
ſemblance to a couch where the lovers are 
crowned by Hymen, than to the gloomy 
ſolemnity of a rache deſtined to con. 

tain the aſhes of the dead. Bp 
Round this ſingular monument, ranged 
in funeral pomp, repoſe the two, wives of | 
Joſeph the Second, together with the vari- 
ous Archdukes and Ducheſſes, who have 
been ſucceſſively carried off by death, during 
the courſe of the preſent reign. At a little 
diſtance, i in an obſcure receſs, ſtands an altar 
and a crucifix, at the feet of which Maria 
Thereſa, like anotherPenitent, is accuſtomed; 
| : to 
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to implore the divine forgiveneſs for the 
offences of her huſband and her anceſtors, 
On the anniverſaries of her father's and mo- 
ther's deceaſe, as well as on various others, 
ſhe rarely fails to deſcend into the vault, and 
to pals a conſiderable time in prayer. Not 
content with offering up her own ſupplica- 
tions, ſhe uſed frequently to compel her 
daughters to accompany her thither, and 
to join with her in religious exerciſes. Her 
injudicious piety was, it is too much to be 
feared, the cauſe of one of the moſt tragical 
events which has ever taken place among the 
individuals of the Imperial family : I mean, 
the death of the Archducheſs Joſepha. Her 
ſtory, though ſhort, will excite no leſs atten- 
tion, than it awakens concern and com- 
paſſion. 

She was the ſixth daughter of the Em- 
_ preſs, born in March 1751. Nature had 
conferred on her a perſon uncommonly 


beautiful; and its effect was increaſed by 


the ſweetneſs of her manners, which ren- 
dered her. univerſally beloved. Her elder 
: ſiſter, 
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viter, | the Archducheſs ' Jane, had been de- 


manded by the preſent King of Spain, 


Charles the Third, in marriage for his ſon 


Ferdinand the Fourth, King of the two 


Sicilies. That Princeſs having been carried 


off by death, the Archducheſs Joſepha was 


therefore deſtined to ſupply her place, as 


future Queen of Naples. All the prepara- 
tions for her journey were made; ſhe was 


publickly betrothed on the eighth of Sep- 
tember 1767; and the day of her departure 
for the capital of her new dominions, being 
fixed for the fifteenth of the following 
month, ſhe was already treated as a crowned 
head. But, Providence had decreed that the 
marriage ſhould never be accompliſhed, and 


| that ſhe ſhould follow her ſiſter to the grave. 


During the interval between her eſpouſals 
and the time for her quitting Vienna, her 
mother, anxious that the Princeſs ſhould per- 
form her devotions for the laſt time among 
the tombs of her relations, before the left 
Auſtria to go to Italy, inſiſted on her viſit- 


ing che vault in the convent of the Capueins. 
4 The 
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The young Queen, expreſſed great repug- 
nance to the melancholy ceremony; but, the 
Empreſs perſiſted in obliging her to ſubmit to 
it. In vain the Princeſs implored to be ex 
culat; alleging a terror and a dread that ſlie 
could not ſurmount: Maria Thereſa, inflex- 
ible, rejected all her intreaties. It is aſſerted 
that ſhe burſt, into tears,. when ſhe, entered 
the coach that was to conduct her to the 
convent; and that ie in the vault at 
prayer, ſhe was ſeized with: a ſhivering, 
Whether there be any exaggeration in theſe 
circumſtances or not, it is certain that ſhe 
ſickened almoſt immediately on her return 
home to the palace. The ſmall-pox made 
its appearance ſoon: afterwards; a diforder 
which has been peculiarly fatal to the Auſ- 
_ trian family; and notwithſtanding every 
medical aſſiſtanee, ſhe; expired on the fif- 
reenth of October 1767, the preciſe day 
deſtined for her departure to Naples. 
Many comments, as well as reflections, 
were made on ſo melancholy a cataſtrophe; 
and the Empreſs was nniverſally cenſured 
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for having compelled the reluctafit Princeſs 
to viſit a vault full of dead bodies. But, 
another circumſtance increaſed the appre- 
henſion, while it ſtrengthened tlie belief, : 
that her death might be too juſtly: attrĩ- 
buted to that viſit. It was recollected that 
ſearecly four months had elapſed, and thoſe 
the hotteſt of the whole year, ſince the 
Empreſs Maria Joſepha, ſecond wife of the 
preſent” Emperor, had been buried in' the 
| fame vault. The fact was well known, that 
the ſmall-pox of which the Empreſs died, 
was ſo extremely malignant as to render 
it totally - impoſſible to embalm her body. 
Many perſons did not heſitate to declare, 
that notwithſtanding all the precautions 

taken, the ſmell of her corpſe was percepti- 
dle, and even capable of communicating in- 
fection. In every caſe, the imprudence of 
the Empreſs Queen's conduct was incontro- 
vertible. The Archducheſs's death filled 
the palace with conſternation, and the atnia- 
ble qualities by which'ſhe was diſtinguithed, 
added to the general affliction. Her brother 


the 
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the preſent Emperor; who loved her with 
predilection, attended her during the whole 
progreſs of her diſorder, and fiever quitted | 
Her tilt ſhe'dreathed cher Taft in His arms! 
The diſeaſe of tb Archducheſſes who 
were deſtined in turn to be Queens of Na- 
ples, together with the ſingular circumſtances 
attending the laſt, almoſt induced Maria 
Thereſa to think of deelining ſo inauſpicious 
an alliance. It muſt be confeſſed that even 
in a leſs ſuperſtitious Court, ſuch events 
might be regarded as ominous or ſiniſter. 
After ſome irreſolution, it was nevertheleſs 
determined to name the next of the Arch- 
ducheſſes in order of birth, Maria, Caroline, 
to-ſupply the vacant place. But, the young 
Princeſs, little more than fifteen years of 
age, terrified, at the recent death of her two 
ſiſters, expreſſed the greateſt repugnance to 
eſpouſe a Prince, whoſe alliance ſeemed to 
be fatal to the Auſtrian family. The Em- 
preſs her mother's. firmneſs, ſuſtained/ by 
Prince Kaunitz's reaſons and exhortations, 
furmounted, however, her oppoſition. In 
March 


* 
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March I ſhe was ſent, to Naples: 2 
2 matrimonial pledge to the Houſe o 

Bourbon, on the part of Auſtria-. —4 
ſiſter Maria Amelia, WhO eſpouſed the 
Duke of. Parma in 1 769. was the ſecond. 
-T he! third and laſt was the: Archducheſs 


Maria Antonietta, married to the preſent | 


King of France in 1770,” Three daughters, 
ſucceſſively: conferred on three Princes of 


the family of Bourbon, may well be con- 


ſidered as a powerful cement between the 
two Crowns and countries. It was in a 
peculiar manner the work of the preſent 
miniſter, and it is the one from which he 
claims the greateſt political merit. 

I return from this digreſſion, to 50 a 
detail of the Empreſs Queen's life, the dif- 
poſition of her time, and her ordinary 'occu- 
pations. Pleaſures, in the common accept- 
ation of the term, ſhe can ſcarcely be ſaid 
to' have any. She riſes generally at a'very 


early hour; during ſummer at five, and 


even in January, at ſix in the morning. 
After her private devotions ſhe hears a maſs, 
and 


# 
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and proceeds immediately to diſpatch buſi- 
neſs. Her conſtant breakfaſt is milk-coffea, 
At noon ſhe hears a ſecond maſs, and then 
her dinner is ſerved, .which by no means 
conſiſts of many diſhes. Parſimonious of 
her time, ſhe uſually diner alone, and in- 
ſtantly reſumes the conſideration of public 
affairs. During the ſummer, when ſhe is 
moſtly at the palace of Schonbrun in the vi- 
cinity of Vienna; if the weather permit, ſhe 
frequently paſſes ſeveral hours in a covered | 
walk in the gardens, to which ſhe can repair 
from her own apartments. The walk is on 
a level with her chamber, in order to facili- 
| tate her paſſage to it. 'Acentinel, ſtationed | 
at the entrance, prevents all interruption; 
and the Empreſs has a little box, which is 
buckled round her waiſt, full of papers, let- 
ters, and memorials. She peruſes them all, 
remains four or five hours at a time in this 
employment, marks ſuch as appear to de- 
ſerve attention, and enters into the minuteſt 
detail upon every point. So wholly is ſhe 
occupied with concerns of ſtate, that it 
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frequently happens, the Archducheſſes her 
daughters, though they reſide in the ſame 
palace, cannot procure a moment's acceſs to 
her, from the hour of her getting up till 
evening. At ſix o'clock the Empreſs finiſhes 
her application to buſineſs, and hears Bene- 
dition ; a ceremony of devotion at which 
the expects her daughters to be preſent. Tf 
they abſent themſelves, ſhe does not fail to 
expreſs her diſapprobation. She even fends 
to enquire if they are indiſpoſed; and ſome- 
times reprimands them with maternal autho- 
rity, when ſhe meets them next day: but, 
ſince the death of the Archducheſs Joſepha, 
ſhe no longer permits them to accompany 
: her in her viſits to the vault. Between 
eight and half paſt, ſhe commonly retires to 
bed. This is the exact relation of an ordi- 
nary day, as it is paſſed by Maria Thereſa, 
For the purpoſe of her hearing maſs, as 
ſhe cannot walk to any diſtance, or move 
up and down' ſtairs without difficulty, on 
account of the debility of her legs, the 


floor of of! her r bed-chamber opens. A chapel 
rat | | 6 * 
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is prepared below, on the /econd ſtory, and 
The remains in her own room on the third, 
while maſs is performed beneath. I have 
been aſſured by ladies of the Gourt, who 
from their rank and functions could not 
miſtake, vr be liable to ſpeak ignorantly, 
that ſhe is generally occupied more than 
five hours every day, in acts of religion and 
in prayer. Incredible as ſuch a fact may 
appear, it is indiſputably true; and her 
ſuperſtition naturally ſtrengthens with the 
progreſs, of age. In March laſt year, I 
remember her being for three hours, from 
three o'clock till ſix in the afternoon, on her 
knees, in the cathedral of Vienna ; implor- 
ing the divine interpoſition to turn aſide the 
war, with which ſhe was menaced on ac- | 
count of the Bavarian ſucceſſion. The Arch- 
ducheſs Elizabeth aſſured a lady, not long 
| ſince, that © when ſhe accompanied her. 
mother to chapel, ſhe frequently remained 
there for ſuch a length of time, as ſcarcely | 
« to know at laſt what ſhe pronounced or 


0 repeated,” During Lent, the Empreſs | 
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practiſes all the rigor of Catholic mortifi- 


cation and abſtinence. No Carmelite can 
be more ſtrict in the article of faſting, as 
well as in refraining from prohibited diſhes; 
and the Archducheſſes are compelled to ob- 
ſerve the ſame renunciations. Even at the 
Emperor's table, I am aſſured that meat is 
rarely ſerved. In the holy week, the Em- 
preſs hears ſeveral maſſes every morning, 
and paſſes half the day in exerciſes of de- 


votion. It is to be regretted that her piety 


ſhould thus degenerate into ſuperſtition, and 
that the Sovereign ſhould be almoſt ſunk 


in the Devotee. 
Notwithſtanding the time which ſhe ſa- 


erifices at the altar, it muſt not however be . 
imagined, that ſhe is inattentive to public 
affairs. On the contrary, as I have already 


ſtated, ſhe dedicates to them a great portion 


of every day. She regularly gives audience 


at ſtated hours; ; and on the Tueſday of every 
week, ſhe receives all her own miniſters in 
the various departments. Prince, Kaunitz 
alone | is admitted to her preſence on the 


ſhorteſt 
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ſhorteſt notice, on all days, and at every hour. 
In compliance with the antient Etiquette of 
the Imperial Court, eſtabliſhed for centuries, 
all foreigners are preſented to her Majeſty ; 
quite alone, in her own apartments. With ; 
a view to obtain information, ſhe ſets apart 
particular hours, when the loweſt and 
meaneſt of her ſubje&s are not only admitted 
to ſee her, but are permitted to ſpeak to her 
confidentially and freely. She frequently 
converſes with them, and when they have 
any thing to communicate to her of a nature 
peculiarly private, ſhe even allows them to 
whiſper in her ear. Very ſecret and cu- 
rious facts reach her, as may eaſily be ſup- 
poſed, through theſe channels. Her women 
and female attendants have likewiſe au- 
diences, when the Empreſs | hears their 
reports of all that paſſes in Vienna, Un- 
fortunately, ſhe is too much inclined to 
liſten to ſuch narratives, and to credit 
ſtories, often partial, miſtaken, or malig- 
nant, It is one of her prevailing weak- 
ES T3 neſſes 
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neſſes to lend a too ready. and cxedulous: 
ear to the anecdotes thus brought her. 
After reading the particulars here com- 

memorated, it cannot excite ſurpriſe to 
find that Maria Thereſa nouriſhes many 
narrow and illiberal prejudices. Neither 
exempt from, nor ſuperior to the urchari- 
table notions, which bigotry neceſſarily in- 
ſpires, ſhe firmly believes every heretic ex- 
cluded from the divine mercy; but, of all 
heretics, ſhe conceives the Engliſſi to be 
the moſt impenitent, hardened, and irre- 
claimable. I know that ſhe enjoined her 
youngeſt ſon, the Archduke Maximilian, 
when ſhe permitted him to viſit France 
and the Low Countries, on no conſideration 
whatever to paſs over into England. Her 
apprehenſion of his being corrupted by the 
contagious ſociety of London, and loſing 
all his religious principles or impreſſions, 
was the motive of this curious prohibition. 
She exaQted a ſimilar promiſe from the Em- 


! 


peror 
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peror: himſelf, when he went to Paris. two | 
years agb. “ The Engliſh,” ſaid. ſhe to 
him, © are almoſt all Deiſts, Infidels, and 
Free Thinkers. 1 tremble, leſt an inter- 
ny coul with ſuch a nation ſhould conta- 
68 winäte Yout- manners, and ſhake you; 
« belief in u every Wut l ſacred ene ; Ca- Fo 
«  tholics.” | a 

Maria Thereſa, i it M Yellevell Eiter 
Git the contrary, a degree of partiality for 
the French nation, The alliance, contracted 
between. her and Louis the Fifteenth in | 
17 756; Joined" to the marriage of her three 
daughters, particularly that of the youngeſt ; 
with the preſent King of France, have obli- 
terated the ſentiments of enmity in Which 
ſhe v was educated, towards the French. It 
muſt likewiſe be remembered, that her huſ- 
band, the late Emperor Francis, was fon of | 


tached to that country. If the Empinly 
has however, imbibed'or adopted theſe pre- 
dilections, neither her Courtiers nor her 


e at large participate in them. The 
Y 4 inferior 
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inferior claſſes of people retain all their an- 
tient deteſtation for the French. It ſeems. 
to be infurmountable, and ie, mall | 
ona thouſand occaſiona . 
Her Imperial Majeſty E — 
the whole ſummer, and great part of the 
autumn, at the palace of Schonbrun. Sbe 
quits Vienna about the beginning. of May. 
and returns to it again before che cloſe of 
October. In periods of public tranquillity, 
when her mind is unruffled arid cheerful, the 
is accuſtomed to viſit the palace of Luxem- 
bourg, which is about four leagues diſtant, | 
and to paſs, a month there: but during 
laſt ſummer, while her two ſans were ab- 
ſent in Bohemia, and her armies contend- 
ing in the field, ſhe remained altogether at, 
Schonbrun, in gloomy dejection. f 5 
Palace is ſituated ſcarcely more than half 
mile beyond the ſuburbs, to the ry 
Joſeph. the Firſt, who began to build there,, 
having only intended it for a little hunting- 
ſeat. | His ſucceſſor, Charles the Sixth, con- 
ſtructed a larger edifice, which was farther. 
aug- 


— 
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augmented and embelliſhed by the late 
Emperor Francis, who paſſionately liked 
the place, and expended conſiderable ſums 
in beautifying or - adorning Schonbrun. 
The Empreſs is not leſs attached to it; 
and as her huſband was, while living, in- 
expreſſibly dear to her, his partiality is pro- 
bably not the leaſt of her motives for e 
ferring it as a reſidence. 8 

The word Fw nal Ages 6 Belle 
Source, and derives its name from a 
ſpring near tlie palace, in the gardens, the 
water of which is admirable. The Em- 
preſs never drinks any other; and every 
day during the whole winter, while the is 
in town, a mule comes from Schonbrun, 
loaded with water for her table. No poſi- 
tion can be more deſtitute of natural ad- 
vantages, a hill riſing before, and another 
behind, from each of which is beheld a 
charming proſpect; while on the contrary, 
nothing is to be ſeen from the palace, which 
ſtands in a valley. The gardens occupy a 
vaſt Tpace, ornamented with water-works, 

obeliſks, 
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obeliſks; a Menagerie, and. every embellifh- 
ment of art: but they are damp,:the-cet- 
lars of the palace lying below the bed of 
the little river Wien, which runs in fiont, 
Thie edifice-is large; the apartments ſplen: 
did, and maintained at a great expente 3 
Maria Thereſa laying out every year, many 
thoufand-florins in repairs; or additions. But. 
as the preſent Emperor her ſon, makes. n 
ſecret of his diſlike. to the ſituation, which 
is too near the capital; it is not improbable 
abandoned, and perhaps converted by 
Joſeph the Second into barracks,” for the 
ſoldieryx. 3 NI r 2 r 10h YE 5 

The fecundity of Maria Thereſa would 
not have been paſſed over in ſilence by 
Tacitus, in the delineation of her character 
and qualities. Thoſe who have beheld the 
late Emperor, his wife, and thirteen cls 
dten of both ſexes, ſeated at table oni public 
occaſions; aſſure me that it was one of the 
moſt intereſting and pleaſing ſpectacles ever 
e 'Several of the Archducheſſes 


were 
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were highly favoured by nature. But, like 
the wife of Germanicus, Maria Thereſa, 
« infelici fecunditate fortunz totiens ob- 
* noxia, has witneſſed the funerals of 
many of her children. Thave already com- 
memorated more than one inſtance. Of 
her numerous daughters, only two now 
remain alive, who are unmarried; The 
feſt; Mary Anne; eldeſt of all the Empreſs's 
iſſue; male or female, was born in 1738, 
two years before the deceaſe of Charles the 
Sixth. In her perſon ſhe is below the 
middle ſize, and a deformity in her confi- 
guration renders her lame; but I am. told 
by perſons who know her intimately; that 
her mind is much cultivated and enlarged 
by reading. Though ſhe enjoys the reve- 
nues of an Abbey at Prague, of which ſhe 
is the titular Abbeſs; that eccleſiaſtical 
dignity neither compels her to reſidence, 
nor ſubjects her, to any renunciations.. 
Having paſſed her fortieth year, the no 
longer mixes in the amuſements of the 
Court 
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Court or capital, except on particular ocea- 


ſions, when the Empreſs herſelf being pre- 
ſent, ſhe accompanies her mother. 

The Archducheſs Elizabeth is not yet 
ſix- and - thirty. Before ſhe caught the 
{mall-pox, it is univerſally. aſſerted that her 
features were charming, and her face 
beautiful ; but if they were ſo, not a trace 


of that beauty now remains. The two 
ſiſters have each a ſort of eſtabliſnment, 


conſiſting: of a Grand Maitre, and a 
Grande Maitreſſe.“ In other reſpects, 
they lead a gloomy, tedious life; though 
the Archducheſs Elizabeth has not yet 


renounced public diverſions, nor withdrawn 


herſelf from the amuſements of the Car- 
nival. Immured in the Imperial Palace, 
almoft deſtitute of fociety, obliged to 
attend their mother wherever ſhe: moves, 
and compelled to affiſt at ceremonies or 
exerciſes 'of devotion,. as if they were 
nuns, rather than Princeſſes; fcarcely are 
they known to exiſt by any of the foreign 
nations 
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nations of Europe, and never were _ 
perſons leſs objects of envy. | 

The Archducheſs Chriſtina, m more . 
by nature, as well as by fortune, has at 
leaſt emancipated herſelf from the confine- 
ment and ſubjection of her two ſiſters. 
She is unqueſtionably a very ſuperlor 
woman, and merits that I ſhould enter 
with ſome minuteneſs into her character, 
and the hiſtory of her life. Having com- 
pleted her thirty-ſixth year, ſhe has now 
paſſed the meridian of her beauty ; but her 
perſon, in ſpite of a delicate conſtitution 
and very impaired health, {till poſſeſſes 
many charms. Her figure is of the middle 
ſize, well-formed, and finely proportioned ; 
her eyes are full of vivacity, her features 
noble, as well as regular. Though naturally 
of a pale complexion, ſhe wears no rouge; 
a renunciation ſubmitted to, as may be pre- 
ſumed, more from deference to the Em- 
preſs's pleaſure, than from choice. Over 
all her limbs and motions is diffuſed an air 
of grandeur, which announces her high 
| birth. 
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birth. Naturally diſtant and haughty, the 
can nevertheleſs, when ſuch is her pleaſure, 
temper her demeanor with the moſt gra- 
.cious and winning condeſcenſion. It is 
difficult to imagine a Princeſs more formed 
to repreſent the Majeſty of the Throne. 
Nor is it only her perſon to which nature 


has been liberal; ſhe poſſeſſes talents capable 


of producing very important conſequences, 


beneficial or injurious. Ambitious, enter- 
prizing, and no way deficient in political 
courage, ſhe is not formed for the ſecluſion 


of private life, or for the uniform monotony 


of her mother's palace. Wherever ſhe ap- 
pears, in Hungary, and in Italy, no leſs 


than in Auſtria, her exertions leave behind 
them the traces of her active mind. Verſed 
nevertheleſs in many of the ſofter accom- 
pliſhments of her ſex, ſhe dedicates her 


leiſure to the occupations of the pencil; and 


ſhe excels in painting, as various apartments 
in the caſtle of Preſburg ſufficiently teſtify ; 
where I have ſeen portraits of her perform- 


ance, executed in a maſterly manner. 


With 
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With ſuch perſonal and intellectual en- 
4 it cannot, or it ought not to 
excite ſurpriſe, that ſhe has always been the 
favorite daughter of Maria Thereſa; and that 
ſhe poſſeſſes no inconfiderable aſcendancy 
over her mother's political as well as private 
conduct. Perhaps, that very influence may 
likewiſe explain the cauſe of the Emperor 
her brother's little attachment, not to ſay ali- 
enation, towards her. It is well known that 
he conſiders her as a powerful rival, capable 
of fruſtrating his views, and of impeding, 
if not totally overturning, his beſt matured 
plans of ambition or policy, by awakening 
the Empreſs's ſcruples, and tonching her 
maternal feelings. At every period of her 
life, the Archducheſs Chriſtina has acted a 
principal part in the diſſentions, cabals, and 
private hiſtory of the Imperial Family. The 
intimate friend and confident of Joſeph's 
firſt wife, the Infanta Iſabella of Parma, ſhe 
proved herſelf not leſs the enemy of his 
ſecond, the unfortunate Bavarian. Tliat 
NO it is aſſerted, experienced ſome 

morti- 
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mortifying effects of the Archducheſs's 
unkind offices, during the ſhort and melan- 
choly period of her mne union with 
the preſent Emperor. 7 Xi 
Francis, her father, had intentions of giv- 
| Fe her in marriage to his nephew, the Duke 
of Chablais, half-brother to the reigning 
King of Sardinia; a Prince whoſe age, birth, 
and affinity to the late Emperor, rendered 
him a natural object of Francis's ſelection. 
But, the young Archducheſs had already 
diſpoſed of her affections in another quarter, 
to a more fortunate ſuitor. Prince Albert of 
Saxony, fourth ſon of Auguſtus the Third, 
King of Poland, entered young into the 
Auſtrian ſervice: his perſon, if not hand- 
ſome, was tall, manly, and well-made; his 
manners engaging, and his character every 
way unexceptionable. By bis mother, the 
late Queen of Poland, who was daughter 
of Joſeph the Firſt, he deſcended from the 
Auſtrian line, and ſtood in a near degree 
of conſanguinity to Maria Thereſa herſelf. 


His elevated rank, which gave him frequent 
acceſs 
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acceſz to the Archducheſſeg, facilitated the 
meats: of rendering himſelf,pecyliarly ac- 
ceptahlę to ihel ubjediof his choice. But 
a: younger brother off the Saxon; family, 
whoſe only fortune, independent of his mia 
litarꝝ appcintmentã, was a proviſion axifing 
out of the EleQtoral revenues during life; 
however chigli his deſcent, or eſtimable his 
qualities; eould nat be conſidered as an equal, 
and ſtill leſs as aA vantageous match, for 
a daughter of ithedifſtcrowned head in Ku- 
ropr. It ĩs ihdeed generally ſuppoſed; that 
the hit Emperbr od not have.conſeahay! | k. 
to ſuch an alliance; and that if he had lived, 
the obſtacles to her marriage with Prince 
Albert never could have been ſurmounted- 

Im the ſummer of the year 1765, When 
the Court of Vienna went into the Tyrol, 
the Archducheſso Chriſtina accompanied her 
father and mother. Francis was there met 
by che Duke of Chablais, and the propoſi : 
tions of his marriage were reſumed, not». 
withſtanding the repugnance manifeſted by 
the Princaſs. But, the Emperor's ſudden» © 
or. I. 2 death 
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death at Inſpruck, in the month of Auguſt, 
put an end to the negotiation; and ſe 
powerful were the Archducheſs's ſupplica- 
tions with Maria Thereſa, that ſhe ſoon 
afterwards conſented toi give her daughter's 
had to Prince Albert. They were married 
wn eight months of Francis's deceaſe, in 
112766, when ſhe had nearly completed 
15 "twentysfoutth; as he had his twenty 
eighth year. A daughter whom ſhe brought 
him, lived only a very ſhort time; and it is 
ſaid” that ſhe ſuffered ſo much during her 
lying-in; as to be rendered incapable of 
bearing more children. Their union has 
been however, in all other reſpects, a happy 
one; and Prince Albert is ſcareely leſs be- 
loved by the Empreſs than her own ſons. 


previous to the accompliſhment of thats 
nupttals, Maria Thereſa reſigned to her 
daughter and ſon-in-law,”'the Duchy of 
Teſchen; a ſmall and mountainous portion 
of Auſtrian Sileſia, the revenues of which 
they enjoy during their joint lives. If 
| wk have no iſſue, it will My revert, at 
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their deceaſe, to the 9 Still further 
to enable them to | ſupport their dignity; 
the Duke! pfi;Saxe-Teſchen, . (for ſo he is 
denominated,), bas been created Gapwin- 
general and Governon of Hungary. In 
that quality, he and the Archducheſs o- 
cupy the, caſtle of Preſburg, where, during 
a part of the Fear, they reſide and hold 
their Court. But, as Maria Thereſa's at- 
tachment to them is too ſtrong, not to ren- 
der her deſirous of enjoying their ſociety, 
they have apartments in the Imperial Palace, 
which, they inhabit at pleaſure. & ſenſe 
of intereſt; not leſs than of affe&ion, may 
be ſuppoſed . to influence them in the fre· 
quent viſits which they make to Vienna. 
The Empreſs is naturally bounteous; and it 
is believed that ber favorite daughter has. not 
been wanting to improve to her own advan- 
tage, che moments of -matErngl tenderneſs, 
| But, it is not at Vienns alone, that the 
Archducheſs' 8 talents have found A theatre 
worthy, of their exertion. : After eman- 
cipating bene from. domeſtic reſtraint, the 
DOES CT undertook 
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undeftook to libetate her ſiſter the Queen 
of Naples, from political fetters. During a 
viſit hieh the Archducheſs Chriſtina made; 
forme years ſinee,; to the King and Queen 
of the Two'Sicilies, ſhe effected a complete 
change in the adminiſtration of that cou 
try. The preſent King of Spain, at his de- 
parture for Madrid,”in 1750, on the deatlt 
of Ferdinand the Sixth, left his fon a 
minor, as is well Known, under the tation 
of the Marquis Tanneci ; Who, at the head 
of a council of regency, governed Naples, 
during many years. Things remained in 
the ſame ſituation, after the matriage of the 
young King, and his attainment to ma- 
jority; no one being found who would 
venture to overturn the ſyſtem adopted, or 
to remove the miniſters placed by Charles | 
the Third. But, the arrival of the Arch⸗ 
ducheſs Chriftina at Naples, was the term 
of Tanucci's elevation. Encouraged by her 
exhortations, and directed by her counſels, 
the Quben her ſiſter induced the King to 
dilplace the firſt miniſter, to model the 85 
ve 
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vernment dnew;-abd under the name of 
Sambuca, torr ems N the efficient 
power. J ö Ber 
The Seeed fi experienced) 
no leſs fenſibly the effects of the Arch- 
ducheſs's interpoſition, Nene the progreſs. 
of the laſt campaign, in a manner which: 
muſt have occaſioned him the deepeſt mor- 
tification. No perſon here doubts, that the 
reſolution taken by the Cabinet, not to 
render Saxony the ſeat of war, as in ſound 
policy the Auſtrians ought to have done; 
was prinetpally, if not wholly, due to her 
tears and entreaties, which thé Empreſs 
could not behold unmeved. Perhaps, 
Joſeph may at ſome future day reſent and 
puniſh an interference, ſo incompatible with 
| his objects of ambition. I know however; 
from inconteſtable authority, that Maria 
Thereſa has already not only promiſed; but; 
has ſettled beyond a poſſibility of its being 
overturned by her ſacceſſor; a future pro- 
vifion the moſt enviable for her daughter: 


Whether Prince Charles of Lorrain ſurvive 
2 3 the 
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the Empreſs or not, the Archducheſs Chrif. 
tina and her huſband: will be, on his deceaſe, 
conſtituted Governors of the Auſtrian, Low | 
Countries for life. It has been the conſtant 95 
object of their attention; and not with. 
ſtanding the Emperor's. reluctance, 'who is 
ſuppoſed to have intended that important 
charge for his brother Maximilian, he has 
been obliged to acquieſce in, and even to 
| ratify his mother's determination. 5 What- 
ever political change may take place after 
the acceſſion of Joſeph the Second; while 
his mother ſurvives, the Archducheſs will 
probably continue to act no unimportant 
part in the ſecret councils of the i 
Cabinet. 
The character of Maria Thereſa appears 
to have partaken largely of the mutability | 
connected with every thing human; and 
nothing can be more diſſimilar than the ſame 
woman in 1741, and in 1779. Many of 
the leading features of her mind have un⸗ 
dergone ſince that period, as complete a 
transformation as thoſe of her perſon, Nar- 
| row 
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row prejudicesand ſuperſtitious obſervances,, 
obſcure in ſome meaſure the eminent quali- 
ties with which.ſhe' was endowed by Nature, 
which juſtiy acquired; her in the beginning 
of her reign, the admiration, of all Europe. 
Perhaps however, we ought to pity, and al-. 
| moſt conceal. defects, half apologized for 
by her ſex and age, nurſed by the bigotry 
of the, people over whom ſhe reigns, and 
become hereditary in the Houſe of Auſtria. 
She, retains, and I doubt not will ever con- 
tinue to poſſeſo, many of the virtues, and 
qualifications, which juſtly entitle her to rank 
among the beſt Princes Who have ſwayed 
the ſceptre in modern times. As a woman, 
in every relation of private life, ſhe: has not 
only been blameleſs, but meritoriouss Her 
honor never ſuffered! the flighteſt attaint, 
and ſhe was invariahly, as well as tenderly 
attached to the late Emperor Francia. An 
affectionate mother, a generous mhiftreſs; 
and a faithful friend, her heart has not been 
eee by the poſfeſtion = 
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j 


Py MHS OF THE 


power. It ſtillt remains acceſſible) to every 
gentle and benevdlent impreſſon. 
As little' has age dried Up of eleſed the 
chantels of her liberallty. She delights to 
give, to relieve diſtreſs, and tô extend at 
ance tomerit, At this very time; Tknow that" 
the penſions and'donations' malle from her 
privy purſe, do not fallſhort of eighty tlibu- 
fand pounds ſterlinig A- year. The indigent 
and the unfortunate of every d&ſeriptſ on find 
in her bounty a certain reſburee. Theſe uh 
| judge ſeverely; ineline to condemn her for 
too great a propenſity to muniſieence, and 
denominateè it profuſton. That it acquires 
her the affection of lier ſubjects, is however 
unqueſtionable. The ſoldiery idolize her, 
ant would, I am perſuaded, manifeſt the 
warmeſt enthuſiaſm ifi her defence. A 
ſne paſſes in her carriage, when at Sdhon- 
brun, ſhe frequently thows handfulls of 
ducats to the guard. That ſhe knows bow 
to diſtinguiſh, | and: to patronizei genius or 
ee branch, the names of Van 
22770q 5 \ -£ Swieten, 
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gwieten, Metaſtaſio, Laudohn, Gluck, and 
many other eminent perſons-who have riſen 
under her protection, will beſt evince- No 
princeſs was ever more open and gracious in 
her manners, more eaſy of acceſs, ar morè 
diſpoſed to redreſs the complaints af her 
people. They feel, but they pity and draw; 
a veil over the weakneſſes of her character. 
Her long reign has neither been marked by 
oppreſſion, diſgraced by cruelty; nor ſtained, 

by blood. The Hungarians, who under 
Leopold, Joſeph the Firſt, and even Charles 
the Sixth, were perpetually in arms againſt 
the Auſtrian, Government, are become, 
under Maria Thereſa, the ſureſt ee 
of the throne. + £ 


Her” talents are aner Sed "= | 
noch above mediocrity. It is not ſaying 
enough, merely to aſſert that ſhe poſſeſſes 
more capacity than her father or her graud- 
father, who were both Princes of very 
moderate endowments. Her judgment is 
ſound, and ſhe is neither blindly led by her 

. nor * her miniſters; though ſhe has 
ſuffered 


ſuffered herſelf on various occaſions to be 
over-ruled by them, in contradiction to her 
own wiſhes and opinion. The preſent war 
may be cited as a proof of her deference to 
their advice; if, indeed, it may not rather 
be entirely and ſolely aſcribed:to! the Em- 
peror's ambition. Prince Kaunitz, though 
he has been near five-and-twenty years at 
the head of affairs, and though he deſervedly 
enjoys all her confidence; by no means 
governs her, as Prince Menzikoff governed 
Catharine the Firſt of Ruſſia, or as Biren, 
Duke of Courland, tyrannized over the 
Empreſs Anne. She demands, it is true, his 
opinion upon every point, and generally 
adopts it or conforms to it; but ſhe deter- 
mines for herſelf, we yes her ne! in 
conſequence. 

The Emperor himſelf, bet i” "gh 
colleling her warmeſt affection, aſſociated 
to a participation in the Royal Authority, 
and declared Co-regent of Hungary, Bohe- 
mia, and all the Auſtrian dominions, yet 
remains {mag on his mother. She 

preſerves 
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preſerves the ſupreme direction, and is re- 

garded as the efficient Sovereign. Even 
in the military department, Which ſhe has 
in ſome meaſure reſigned to him, it may be 
queſtioned Whether he can make any eſſen- 
tial changes or regulations, without her con- 
ſent and approbation. Conſcious of poſſeſſ- 
ing ability to govern, ſhe will never commit 
the felicity and protection of her people, to 
other hands than her own. If, in the even- 
ing of her reign, ſhe is become. enſlaved to 
a womaniſh ſuperſtition, this weakneſs « 
obliterated . by- her magnanimity of mind, 
by the wiſdom of her adminiſtration, by 
the proſperity that has attended her govern- 
ment, and by the beneficence of her cha · 
racer, which has rendered her no leſs dear 
to her ſubjects, than 6 gig 17 op 
nations. 
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Tu, is not 4 little curious to reflect tat the 
Houſe of Auſtria, the German branch * 
which, during three centuries, from Frederi 
the Third to Charles the Sixth, ante 
edly filled the Imperial Thiele," is now funk 


My 
ww 


in the family c of Lorraity But, as if the great 


qualities and virtues of Malta Thereſa ag: 
plied the defedt i in her ſex, Europe Mill ac⸗ 
knowledges | in her perſon and deltendants, 
the Auſtrian line. The late Emperor Francis 
was grandſon to the celebrated Charles the 
Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, who lived an exile 


from his dominions, and who, when dying, 


left nothing to his children except his ſword, 


Leopold, his ſon, reſtored to his patrimonial 
inhe- 
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inheritance of Lorrain at the peace uf Ryfs 
wick; was one of thermoſt excellent princes 
WhO has appeared in modernitimes: „The 

blood of Auſtria was mitsgled with ttrat ef 

Bourbon, in che veins ef Francis; Charles 
theiFifth, his igrandfather; having married 
an ArchTucheſs;! and Leoplod; his / father, 
having eſpouſed a daughter of Philip Duke 

of Orleans, brother of Louis the Fourteenth; 
At the extinction of the family of Medicis 
in 1737, when Lorrain was virtually incor- 
porated with: the French Monarchy,” and 
Don Carlos became King of Naples, Francis | 

was transferred to Tuſcany. It was then, 
as Voltaire juſtly obſerves, that the famous 
medal of Trajan, on the reverſe of which 
was (inſcribed '* Regna aſſignata, might 


with propriety have been renewed. Ini745, 


after the death of the Emperor Charles the 
Seventh, the new Great Duke of Tuſcary 
was raiſed to the Imperial Dignity. — | 

' Francis in:chis perſon was very handſome, | 
pars in all the exerciſes of the body, aid 
menen graceful on horſeback. Kis 


counſe- 
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countinance was: pleaſing; and its expreſſion. 
benign as well as conciliating. Towards 
the latter part of his life he grew corpulent, 
but without loſing his paſſion for the chace, 
which he always continued to purſue with: 
ardor, An inconteſtable proof of his having 
been a very amiable man, is that, thbugh.a 
foreigner, his memory is univerſally che- 
riſhed at Vienna. Few Princes have been 
more generally beloved; and among the 
number of perſons with whom I daily con- 
verſe, who remember him, I have never 
heard him mentioned, except with teſti- 
monies of affection and of regret. His 
qualities were, indeed, rather ſuch: as in- 
gratiate and attach, than of a nature to 
dezzle or impoſe. He poſſeſſed all the 
characteriſtic manners of the French nation, 
gillant, lively, polite, and ſuperficial. Fond 
0: ſociety, of amuſement, of dreſs, and of 
magnificence, pleaſure accompanied him 
wherever he moved. | Vienna, under him, 
vas a far more elegant and luxurious 
cxpital than at preſent. | An Italian opera, 


a Ballet 
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a Ballet conducted by Noverre, comedies 
and maſquerades, in perpetual: ſucceſſion, 
while they rendered it brilliant, attracted 
foreigners to the Caurt. Joſeph the Second 
by no means reſembles his father in a taſte 
for diſſipation, expence, and the nen 
of ſtate. [£338 07 einten eng Jai = 

The education of the . ee 
been neglected to a degree, of 'which' it is 
diffeult to form an idea. 80 unifſtructed 
was Re as hardly to he able to fead, and his 
ordinary orthography would have diſgraced | 
a ſchool-boy; This fact would” be incre- 
dible, if IN had not heard it from perfons'who 
loved him, and who lived with him in the 
cloſet intimacy. More than once, ſaid 
a lady to me, whom Francis diſtinguiſhed by 


his friendſhip, © I have ſpared his Imperial 


« ' Majeſty the humiliation of not being able 
to make out a play- bill, and have read it to 
„him.“ He poſſeſſed neither a taſte for let⸗ 
ters, nor an acquaintance with works of ge- 
nius; but he had travelled, and when Duke 
of Lorrain; had made ſome ſtay in England, 

: as 
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as well as at the Court of France. Having 
likewiſe reſided in Italy, and viſited various 
of the German Courts, he had acquired a 
degree of general information, from ſeeing 
ſo many countries. For chymical reſearches 
he had à decided paſſion, which he gratified 
by making various attempts to attain-the art 
of tranſmuting metals, or in ſother words, 
the Philoſopher's Stone. His ill ſudceſs only 
induced him to turn his attention to branches 
of: fimilar- purſuit; equally chimerical and 
impracticable. By means of large burning 
mirrors. he endeavoured to diſſolve dia- 
monds, and out of many ſmall, to form one 
large diamond; but he found that the pro- 
ceſs only converted them into chryſtal, or 
totally deprived them of their vere * 
cining them to a cinder; E ailbmgnt 2d 
Francis, though not diſtinguiſhed by the 
talents for war which his grandfather Charles 
the Fifth, Duke of , Lorrain, poſſeſſed, was 
nevertheleſs perſonally. brave. Duxing the 
laſt years of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, 


he lerved. againſt the Turks in Sclavonia 
us „ "0 
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and Servia, He had likewiſe been placed 
.at the head of the Auſtrian forces in 1741; 
but, during the whole courſe of the great 
war of ſeven years,” the Empreſs's attach- 
ment would not permit of her ſeparation 
from her huſband, or allow him to appear 
in the field. This conduct gave occaſion to 
many ſarcaſtic remarks, on the part of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty. Accuſtomed himſelf to 
brave every kind of danger, and a ſtranger 
to conjugal felicity, he treated with deriſion 
the inglorious retreat of Francis, in the arms 
of his wife. Maria Thereſa was not a little 
mortified, as well as irtitated, by the re- 
flections which Frederic publickly made on 
the nature of her affection, and on her rea- 
ſons for not expoſing bim to the hazards 
and hardſhips of a German campaign. 
They ſerved to widen the breach between 
the two Courts, and to mix perſonal ani- 
moſity with political quarrels. 
Neither the immenſe advantages derived 
by Francis from the Auſtrian alliance, which 
raiſed him to the Imperial Dignity; nor the 
VOL. 11. 4 preſence, 
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preſence, rank, and character of a wife who 
poſſeſſed ſo many claims to his affection, 


could impoſe a reſtraint on his inclinations, 


Of a diſpoſition bold as well as enterprizing, 
in purſuits of gallantry, it was ſaid to be 
dangerous for a woman of honour and beauty 
to remain alone in his company. He never 
failed; it is true, in every teſtimony of defer- 
ence and reſpect towards the Empreſs, with 
whom he lived on terms of the moſt 
cordial union: a numerous and beautiful 


family cemented their mutual regard : but, 


Francis was not the leſs irregular in the gra- 
tification of his paſſions. Towards the con- 


eluſion of his life he became conſtant to one 


perſon, who maintained her aſcendancy over 
him to the laſt moment. I mean the Prin- 
ceſs of Auerſberg, a woman too celebrated, 
as well as extraordinary, not to enter into 


ſome of the Paryeulary, of her dae and 


character. 


Maria Wilhelmina de Neuperg, daughter 
to the celebrated Marſhal Count Neuperg, 


fo well known in the hiſtory of the reign of 


Charles 
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Charles the Sixth; and in the beginning of 
that of Maria Thereſa, was born on the 
zoth of April 1738. As her father was 
Governor of Luxembourg, ſhe, while very 
young, was often carried to Bruſſels and to 
Spa; where ſhe acquired, by the mixture of 
ſociety found in thoſe places, an eaſe and 
elegance of manners, which the more formal, 
or contracted ſtyle of female education in 
Auſtria, did not then commonly beſtow. 
When ſcarcely ſixteen, Marſhal Neuperg 
brought her to the Imperial Court, of which 
ſhe immediately became the wonder and the 
delight. I have been unanimouſly aſſured 
by all who knew 'her, that no deſcription 
can convey an adequate idea of her attrac- 
tions. She was of the middle ſize, her 
complexion a clear brown, her eyes grey, 

her hair cheſnut, luxuriant, and gloſſy. But, 
her face and caſt of countenance were of 
that kind, to which no painter could ever 
do juſtice; becauſe, when ſhe converſed, a 
thouſand graces lighted up in it, and gave 
her an animation beyond che power of art 
to imitate or to canvey. 1 
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| So gentle and conciliating were her man- 
ners, that ſhe ſeemed incapable of offending 
or giving pain. Deſtitute of affectation, 
ſhe never laboured to-pleaſe ; for Nature 
had done all, and ſhe had only to appear, 
in order to be admired and beloved. Such 
was her ſuperiority of perſonal beauty, as 
to be out of the reach of competition ; and 


| fuch the infinuating ſweetneſs of her man - 


ners, as to be irreſiſtible. She excited love, 
without awakening envy or rivality in her 


_ own ſex; and ſhe made no enemies, becauſe 


ſhe never attempted raillery or ridicule. Her 
converſation was gay, eaſy, and amuſing; 
but the neither poſſeſſed any uncommon 
natural endowments of -mind, nor had ſhe 
a very cultivated underſtanding. , Prodigal 
from temper, careleſs of money, and loving 
rather to enrich her relations than herſelf, 
the knew no bounds to her profuſion. A 


paſſion for play, which ſhe indulged with- 


out reftraint after her marriage, cauſed her 
to loſe immenfe ſums at the gaming table. 
Her heart, naturally generous and diſinter- 
eſted, was likewiſe: tender and yielding, 

Fickle 
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Fickle and capricious, ſhe ſeldom remained 
long conſtant in her preference: but, her 
very foibles had in them ſomething ami- 
able; and it is faid to have been impoſſible 
to know her, without loving her. 

So diſtinguiſhed a perſon could not long 
remain without offers and ſolicitations of 
the moſt flattering kind. Among her ſuitors | 
ſhe reckoned: the prefent Marſhal Lacy, as 
well as other noblemen of the greateſt rank 

and fortune. Having ſelected Prince Au- 

erſberg, ſhe was married to him in April 
1755, when ſhe had juſt completed her 
ſeventeenth year. The Prince her huſband, 
already a widower, was then about four, 
and-thirty. She brought him a fortune of 
full twelve thouſand pounds ſterling; a ſum 
immenſe at Vienna, where women of the 
higheſt quality have rarely above ſix or 
eight hundred pounds for their portion, 
But, ſuch was her rage for play, that in the 
courſe of the firſt ſummer after her mar- 
riage, while at the Prince her huſband's 
country-ſeat, ſhe loſt this whole ſum at the 

F 
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gaming table, principally to her brother, 
Count Neuperg. She is ſaid to have loſt 
twelve thouſand ducats, or above five thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling, in the courſe of a ſingle 

evening, at cards; and her profulon. 4 was 
Waun in other reſpects. 

Only an Imperial lover, and one as gene- 
rous as Francis, could ſuffice for ſuch de- 
mands. He found little difficulty in render- 
ing himſelf acceptable to her; his rank, his 
aſſiduities, and his preſents, having removed 
the firſt obſtacles ; but, her inconſtaney ex- 
cluded him from the ſole poſſeſſion of her 
heart. Francis was not the leſs permanently 
attached to her. In her ſociety, and that of 
a ſelect company of both ſexes, he uſed to 
paſs many of his evenings. A ſupper of 
ten or twelve covers was provided, where 
the Princeſs preſided, and from which all 
forin or etiquette were baniſhed. In public, 
whether at the theatre, or elfewhere, Francis 
obſerved towards the Empreſs every mark 
of deference and attention; but, when ſhe - 


how | not preſent at tlie performance, he 
1190 always 
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always repaired to the Princeſs's box. At 
the opera he uſually ſtood behind her, con- 
cealed from view; and the box was locked, 
in order to prevent intruſion. Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe precautions, a cough to which 
he was ſubject generally betrayed his re- 
treat, and divulged the ſecret to the world. 
When the Imperial Court went to In- 
ſpruck, in the ſummer of the year 1765, 
the Princeſs of Auerſberg did not remain 
behind at Vienna. But, with the deceaſe of 
the Emperor, which took place in the 
Tyrol, her conſideration likewiſe expired. 
It is a fact, that on the evening preceding 
his diſſolution, which was ſudden and un- 
expected, he had preſented her an order on 
his treaſurer, for no leſs a ſum than two 
hundred thouſand florins, or near twenty 
| thouſand pounds. As he died the follow- 
ing day, which was Sunday, the interval 
was too ſhort, to allow her time for receiv- 
ing the money, In a ſecret council, held 
after Francis's death, it was debated whether 
a pecuniary donation of ſuch a nature, to ſo 

AA 4 dee 
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great an amount, ſhould or ought | to be 
fulfilled. More than one voice declared 
againſt it; but Maria Thereſa, ſuperior to 
every conſideration except what ſhe thought 
her own and her huſband's honour de- 
manded, iſſued orders punRually to dif 
charge the ſum. 

During the Emperor's life, ſhe had al- 
ways treated the Princeſs with uncommon 
marks of diſtinction ; a conduct only to be 
explained by her affection for him, which 
extended even to his weakneſſes, and re- 
ſpected his very faults. Such was her at- 
tachment to his memory, or the magnani- 
mity and enlargement of her mind, that it 
is probable ſhe would have continued the 
ſame treatment after Francis was no more, 
if the Princeſs had not wantonly incenſed 
her, by a behaviour at once unbecoming 
and imprudent. The Empreſs's grief for 
the loſs of her huſband, was well known 
to be ſincere, as well as profound; and ſhe 
remained a long time ſhut up in the palace 
at Man. a prey to dejection, in the deepeſt 


retire- 


— 
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retirement. When ſhe re-appeared in pub- 
lic, the ladies of the Court were permitted to 
wait on her, and to pay their compliments 
of condolence, but with the expreſs prohi- 
bition of wearing Rouge. The Princeſs of 
Auerſberg alone, who ventured to diſobey 
the order, came to the Palace in deep mourn- 
ing, but moſt elegantly dreſſed, and with a 
profuſion of Rouge. Maria Thereſa did not 
conceal her reſentment at this conduct; and 
when the Princeſs approached to kiſs her 
hand, ſhe drew back with an air of indig- 
nation and amazement that ſtruck every one 
preſent. So glaring a contempt of decorum 
on ſo melancholy an occaſion, and in ſuch 
a place, was never pardoned by the Em- 
preſs, and juſtly merited reprehenſion. 
She. had previouſly given the Princeſs a 
convincing proof of her ſuperiority to little 
intereſts, and of her generous manner of 
acting in all pecuniary concerns. Francis, 
with a view of having the object of his 
attachment conftantly near him, preſented 
her a ſmall farm-houſe near the palace of 
3  Laxem- 
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Laxembourg, where the Court uſually 
paſſed a conſiderable. part of the ſummer. 
He did not venture to give her an apart- 
ment in the palace itſelf, as it would have 
been too obvious a mark of diſreſpect to 
the Empreſs. The Princeſs had expended 
a conſiderable ſum of money in furniſhing 
and embelliſhing this cottage, which the | 
had rendered very commodious. After the 
Emperor's deceaſe, Maria Thereſa cauſed it 
to be ſignified to her, that ſhe wiſhed to 
purchaſe it, and therefore deſired her to 
fix her own price on it; meaning to 
take away all future pretext for her being 
at Laxembourg, when the Court reſided 
there. 'The Princeſs named thirty thouſand 
florins, or near three thouſand pounds, as 
the price of her cottage ; a ſum far exceed- 
ing its real value: but, the Empreſs ſent it 
to her inſtantly, without deduction or heſi- 
tation. Even to the laſt moment, ſhe ob- 
ſerved the utmoſt civility towards her, and 
never - behaved to her with harſhnefs or 
inſult. | 
The 
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The Princeſs of Auerſberg ſurvived her 
lover more than ten years, but never had 
any children, either before, or after his death. 
It ſeems uncertain what was the preciſe 
nature of the diſorder which proved fatal to 
her, and many different accounts are related 
of it here. That ſhe had a contraction in her 
limbs, for which frictions were preſcribed, 
is undoubted; but, whether the uſe of them 
accelerated her end, as is pretended, I will 
not venture to ſay. Humbourg, a ſurgeon 
of reputation who practiſes at this tiine 
in Vienna, attended her. The frictions 
preſcribed by him, being, as it would ap- 
pear, too violent for her frame, not only 
cauſed her extreme pain, but produced a 
contraction in the parts where they were ap- 
plied. I had the curioſity to inquire the 
circumſtances of her illneſs and death, only 
a few days ſince, of Brambilla, another very 
eminent practitioner; who. was called in to 
her aſſiſtance, at a late ſtage of her diſtem- 
per. When ] viſited the Princeſs, ſhe had 
„already, ſaid he, a contraction in one 

| „arm, 
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4 arm, leg, and thigh, for which frictions 
mere adviſed. Having uſed them, they 


E appeared to ſucceed ; and ſhe was ſo much 


4 amended in conſequence, that ſhe re- 
covered in ſome meaſure the power of 
moving her limbs. We began to enter- 
e tain ſanguine hopes of her recovery, when 
a violent inflammation on her lungs ren- 
e dered all medical {kill vain, and put an 
& end to her life.” Whatever was the cauſe, 
ſhe died at Vienna, ſcarcely three years and 
a half ago, in October 1775, before ſhe! had 
attained to the age of eight · and- thirty. 
It only remains to relate the particulars 
of the Emperor Francis's laſt ſeizure and 
death. The marriage of the preſent Great 
Duke of Tuſcany, Leopold, with the In- 
fanta of Spain, Maria Louiſa, which was to 
be ſolemnized at Inſpruck, in the ſummer of 
1765, carried the Imperial Court into the 
Tyrol. Joſeph, the preſent Emperor, then 
King of the Romans, as well as various of 
the Archdukes and Ducheſſes, accompanied 
their Majeſties thither. It is certain that 
| - Francis 
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Francis undertook the journey with repug- 
nance, which he expreſſed to various per- 
ſons before he ſet out from Vienna. s The - 


Court remained for ſeveral weeks at In- 
ſpruck, during which time the weather hap- 
pened to be ſo conſtantly rainy, that the 
Emperor could not take his accuſtomed ex- 


erciſe of hunting. He ſeemed to be anxi- 


ous and oppreſſed, without preciſely know- 
ing the cauſe, or without any decided indiſ- 
poſition. The Empreſs, ever attentive to 
the leaſt change in his health, would have 
perſuaded him to loſe ſome blood ; but, 
as he had a diſlike to the operation, he 
always procraſtinated it; and on her urg- 
ing him to ſubmit, he refuſed, adding with 


ſome warmth, © Madame, voulez vous que 


„je meurs dans la ſaignee?” He {till 
continued uneaſy, ever wiſhing to be gone 
from the Tyrol, where a weight conſtantly | 
hung upon his ſpirits; and in anſwer to thoſe 
who inquired of him how he fouud himſelf, 
he always replied, © Je me porterai bien, 
quand une fois je ſoral a Vienne.“ More 

than 
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than once, looking round on the high 
mountains'with which: Infpruck is inveſted, 
the air, of which place ſeemed to affect his 
reſpiration; he exclaimed, © Ah! fi je 
„ pouvois ſeulement ſortir de ces mon- 
«© tagnes du Tyrol!” All theſe facts evi- 
dently prove that Francis felt himſelf 
menaced with an apoplectic attack, which 
the air in the vallies of the Tyrol pro- 


bably accelerated, by its preſſure on | the 


brain. + ag 
During the n courſe. of the, 427 upon 
which he expired, he complained of a 


dizzineſs and ſuffocation that greatly incom- 


moded: him; but which, nevertheleſs, did 
not prevent Him from appearing at the 
Opera. It was on Sunday, the 18th of 
Auguſt, 1765 5. Previous to ſetting out, he 
waited on the Empreſs, in order to wiſh 
her a good night,” according to his uſual - 
cuſtom, as ſhe did not accompany | him to 
the theatre; and after the performance, 
he was to have ſupped with the Princeſs 
of „ and a ſelect party, for which 

repaſt 
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repaſt all the requiſite preparations were 
made. I have already mentioned elſewhere, 
that his nephew the Duke of Chablais, had 
repaired to Inſpruck by the Emperor's in- 
vitation, who had intentions of giving him 
the Archducheſs Chriſtina in marriage. 
During the progreſs of the Opera, Francis 
found himſelf much indiſpoſed ;. and in 
order to diminiſh the difficulty of breathing, 
he took ſome drops, though without any 
conſiderable effect. The Princeſs of Auerſ- 
berg was in her private box, to which the 


Emperor was accuſtomed frequently to 
repair, when not accompanied by the Em- 


preſs. But, the Duke of Chablais's preſence 
impoſing a reſtraint on him, prevented his 
gratifying that inclination. He contented 
himſelf, therefore, with making ſigns to the 

Princeſs, that he was unwell, by pointing 
to his head; and as the was ſeated oppoſite, 
ſhe plainly perceived his indiſpoſition, which 
became more violent every minute. 


Unwilling to quit the theatre, or to inter- 


rupt the Narformanee, he remained neverthe- 


teſs, 


F * 
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leſs, ſome time longer; till finding himſelf 
menaced with a total loſs of ſenſe, he roſe up 
and went out, followed only by the Baron 
de Reiſchach and one or two other noble- 
men. When the Emperor came into the | 
air, he ſeemed to ſtagger ; but, on being 
aſked by one of his attendants, whether he 
was ill, he ſaid in German, A man of 
- * ſpirit is not affected by a ſmall matter.“ 
Theſe were the laſt words that he ever pro- 
nounced. He ſtill attempted to proceed, 
in hopes of reaching his own apartment, 
to attain which he was obliged to deſcend 
a flight of wooden ſteps. Coming to the 
top, his head grew ſo diſordered, that he 
laid hold on the centinel's arm who ſtood 
there on guard, with a view to prevent 
himſelf from falling; and as he tried to 
advance, at the ſecond or third ſtep he fell 
forwards. The perſons who were about 
him, inſtantly carried him to a little anti- 
chamber adjoining, where they laid him on 
a common pallet bed, belonging to one of 
the lacqueys of the Court. | While meſſen- 
gers 
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gers wire" ſent for ſurgical aid, the King 
of the Romans was called out from the 
Opera. Hurrying to the room, he took 
his father in his arms, and manifeſted the 
deepeſt affliction. The Emperor's veins 


were cut, his temples ſcarified, and every 


method uſed to recover him, but in'vain. 


He gave no ſign of ſenſe, and little of life, 


his tongue hanging out of his mouth. It 
was ſdon perceived that he was dead, and 
the phyſicians pronounced rhat all further 
en en to no purpoſe. ee 

Meanwhile, as the intelligence ſpread | 


through the palace, it became neceſſary to 


announce the event to the Empreſs. She 
received it with marks of the acuteſt diſ- 


treſs, which were heightened by the appre- 
 kenfiots* that her deceaſed huſband: had 


on taken — unprepared, in the _ | 
peace with Heaven by prayer or ours, 
A council was inſtantly held, at which it 
was reſolved” that her Majeſty ſhould quit 


lnſpruck, as ſoon as the requiſite preparations 
vor. I. OS -  . nl 


| 


<370 MEMOIRS OF THE 


could be made for her departure. In order 


to avoid all ſpectators, and as the moſt pri- 
vate mode of conveyance, a boat was fitted 


up for her reception, inte which ſhe went 


on the enſuing day, only accompanied. by 
her ſon the preſent Emperor, Count Deit- 
richſtein Maſter of the Horſe, and one Lady 
of the Bed-chamber. , They deſcended 
the river Inn to its confluence with the 
Danube, and e n that e to 
Vienna. Fa 
Inſpruck | was ond. Ae 3 all 
the Courtiers, and the roads in every direc- 


tion were covered with horſes and carriages, 


In two or three days after the Emperor's 
death, hardly a perſon, was to be ſeen in 
the ſtreets of a place, which had been 10 


lately crowded with the firſt Nobility of 


Auſtria and Italy. Every one, occupied 
with their own concerns, quitted the deceaſ- 
ed Prince. But a circumſtance almoſt i incre- 
dible, and which I ſhould ſcarcely venture 
to relate, if I had not received i it from. high 


ache. muſt ſubjoin. Count Hatzfeldt, 
1 


* 
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who is miniſter of ſtate for the interior, a 
nobleman equally reſpectable for his talents 
and his public ſervices; aſſured me himſelf, 
that he entered the chamber where his Inipe- 
rial Majeſty lay dead, in leſs than two hours 
after he expired. To the Count's aſtoniſh- 
ment, he found the corpſe ſtretched on the 
wretched pallet bed, where they had placed 
him abſolutely alone, not even an attendant 
near him; while two or three lingering 
drops of blood were ftill oozing from the 
orifice' which the ſurgeons had opened. 
Perhaps however, this fact ought not to 
ſurprize i hiſtory is full of ſimilar examples. 
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LETTER XXX. 


| State of the public mind at be of 


the preliminaries of peace. —Satisfaftion of the 
Court. — Entrance of the King of Pruſſia into 
Bohemia, —Diſgu/t of the A ufrian army to the 


continuance of the war. 


Vienna, Adi 25, 1779. 
_ preſent month has been paſſed in 
perpetual viciſſitudes of fear and hope, 


as the proſpect of war or peace alternately 


aſſumed a more probable appearance. Even 


up to the actual moment, nothing deciſive 


is known, though every day and hour may 
now unfold whether Germany is deſtined 
to be the theatre of another campaign; or 
whether the Houſe of Auſtria will make 


ſuch conceſſions of territory, as may ſatisfy 


the jealouſy of Frederic, and his Allies. In 


the laſt days of January, Mellendorf, one 
of the Pruſſian Generals, unexpectedly en- 
tered Bohemia, and advanced to the little 

| town 
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town of Brix, which he pillaged. On his 
retreat towards the confines of Saxony, he 
was attacked by a body of Auſtrians, from 
whom he took two pieces of cannon and 
ſome priſoners, after which he continued 
his march-out of ' Bohemia. 'Theſe partial 
incurſions increaſe the calamities, without 
deciding the fate, or acceleratiag the con- 
cluſion of the war. On the part of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, they are probably intend- 
ed only to keep alive the ardor of his 


troops, and to habituate them, after ſixteen 


years of repoſe, to the fatigues of a winter 
campaign. They may likewiſe conduce to 
obliterate the recent diſgrace of Habelſeh- 
wert, which had unqueſtionably ſtained the 
luſtre of his arms, while it elevated pro- 
portionably the Auſtrian ehen and re- 
putation. 

Juſt before the.cloſe of a W that 
has been by no means cheerful, arrived on 
the thirteenth of this month, a courier from 
Prince Repnin, the Ruſſian Miniſter at 
Breſlau. His diſpatches, inſtead of being 

| BB 3 addreſſed 
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addrefſed to any member of the adminiſtra- 
tion here, were directed to the Baron de 
Breteuil, the French Embaſlador ; who ap- 
pears faintly to aſſume the ſame character 


of a mediator on the part of Auſtria, which 


Prince Repnin avowedly occupies for 
Pruſſia. It was inſtantly reported that the 
meſſenger had brought the preliminaries of 
a general pacification ; a piece of intelli- 
gence which excited the ſtrongeſt ſenſations 
throughout this capital. When the Baron 
de Breteuil arrived at Prince Kaunitz's with 
the news, though it was near eight o'clock 


in the evening, an hour at which the Em- 
preſs is already preparing to go to reſt; 


the Prime Miniſter immediately repaired. to 


the palace, to communicate to her the wel- 


come information. We are ignorant of 


the particulars of their interview and con- 


verſation ; but, no one doubts. the joy of 
Maria 'Thereſa, at the proſpe& of ſeeing a 
ſpeedy concluſion to the war. She no 
longer conceals her apprehenſions of its in- 
glorious, if not injurious conſequences to 


the 


| COURT or BERLIN, etc. 375 
the Houſe of Auſtria; and ſhe probably 
anticipates the neceſſity of reſtoring the 
portion of Bavaria occupied by her troops. 


In the bitterneſs of her emotions, ſome days .. 


ago, ſhe exclaimed, after perufing a letter 
tranſmitted her by Prince Kaunitz, I per- 
« ceive that I have neither an individual in 
the German Empire, nor an ally in 
% Europe, who will aid my canſe.” Do- 
meſtic vexations increaſe her political : 
chagrin, Not only the Great Ducheſs of : 
Tuſcany 1s at preſent confined by illneſs to 
her chamber; but, the Archduke Maximi- 
lian, the Empreſs's youngeſt ſon, one of the, 
moſt amiable and worthy Princes in the 
world, has been obliged to have recourſe to | 
the baths of Baden, four leagues diftant from 
Vienna, for the recovery of his health,” 
The fatigues of the campaign, on which he 
accompanied his brother the Emperor, are 
ſuppoſed to have been too ſevere for his 
ſtrength, and to have given a Hock * his 
conſtitution. W320) 2014, 04410 05K 


5 4 Even 
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Even Joſeph himſelf, if we may truſt to 
appearances, is heartily tired of his new mi- 
litary profeſſion, and ſcarcely leſs deſirous 
of peace than his mother. He has found 
the ſcience of tactics, and the command of 
armies, more difficult than he had appre- 
hended. Counteracted in the cabinet, and 
diſliked in the camp; after a campaign no 
way fertile in laurels, he finds neither his 
fame, nor his popularity increaſed. . He 
feels doubtleſs, likewiſe, that the general 
voice of Europe is againſt him ; that the 
German Princes are preparing to check his 
ambitious enterprizes; and that the acceſ- 
ſion of territory acquired from the ſeizure | 
of Lower Bavaria, even if retained, may 
be dearly purchaſed by incurring univerſal | 
condemnation, His conduct, and every 
circumſtance of his behaviour, ſince the 
arrival of Prince Repnin's courier, manifeſt 
a ſatisfaction, which he has not attempted 
to driguiſe, or to conceak After having 
been withdrawn durin g the whole Carnival, 
8 
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and rarely appearing either in public, or in 
private company, he has at length ſhewn 
himſelf again to his ſubjects. On the three 
days that immediately followed the late 
news, his Imperial Majeſty was preſent each 
evening at the Ridottos. With a ſmiling 
countenance, he accoſted every one whom 
he knew, entered familiarly into converſa- 
tion, and ſeemed deſirous of perſuading all 
who ſaw him, that he ſincerely participates 
in the wiſh for peace which animates the 
Empreſs, and ꝓervades the Cabinet. The 
Carnival finiſhed. under theſe . flattering 
ſymptoms of returning tranquillity. - = 
So ſatisfactory were the articles brought 
from Breſlau, as the baſis of a definitive 
treaty, conſidered by the Court; and ſo. 
thoroughly were the Auſtrian Miniſters 
convinced of the probability of its ſpeedy 
accompliſhment, that they relaxed in many) 
eſſential preparations for the approaching 
campaign. The war was generally re- 
garded as at an end. The contract for 
mules was not only ſtopt, but even the 
tranſ- 


378 MEMOIRS. or THE _ 


tranſportation of cannon from the arſenal: 
was ſuſpended. Vienna, during five or fix 

days, enjoyed a deluſive calm, which was 

ſuddenly interrupted by a report, that 
Frederie having privately quitted Breſlau, 
| | was arrived at Schweidnitz. Inſtantly all 
| the public offices were in motion, and con- 
| 
| 


| 
| 


ſternation fucceeded to ſecurity. Not 
an inſtant was loſt in ſending off Generals 
Noſtitz and Richecour to join the army in 
Bohemia. Prince Charles Lichtenſtein's 
baggage followed, and every thing indi- 
cated immediate hoſtilities. The alarm was 
not by any means falſe, or even exaggerated; 
and the intelligence of the entrance of the 
King of Pruſſia in perſon into Bohemia, at 
the head of twelve thouſand troops, which 


| arrived next day, ſufficiently proved that 
E | he did not truſt ſolely to the mediation of 
| Catharine, however ſincere or efficacious, 


| for producing penn”. [227 (aftaals 
5 irruption ſo unexpected, at this inte” 

ment feafon, has rouſed the Imperial Cal binet 
| Fromm their ſecurity. They begin to per- 


ceive 
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ceive that the weight of near ſeventy years, 
added to numerous infirmities, have not 
yet fubdued the ſpirit of Frederic, nor pre- 
vented him from leading his forces as in 
former wars. We know that he has al- 
ready reached Braunau, while the Auſtrians, 
unprepared to oppoſe him, fall back in 
every direction. Vienna offers at the pre- 
ſent moment, a curious mixture of con- 
tradictory appearances, and contending 
emotions. The people, indignant at the 
idea of a peace which is about to be ſigned, 

at the time when a Pruſſian army is ravag- 
ing Bohemia; exclaim againſt ſuch hu- 
miliation, as no leſs degrading to the na- 
tional character, than unbecoming the Ma- 
jeſty of the Throne. The upper orders 
are divided in opinion; ſome loudly repro- 
bating a continuation of the war, while 
others as warmly inſiſt on its vigorous pro- 


ſecution, But, only one ſentiment, per- 


vades the military department; diſguſt and 
averſion to further hoſtilities. Actuated by 
theſe feelings, Marſhal Laudohn, to whom 

14 the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the Emperor, only two days ſince, offered 
the command of the forces in Bohemia, 


_ declined it, on pretence of indiſpoſition. 


His infirmities of body and mind incapa- 
citated him, as hie aſſured his Majefty, for 
ſo important a ſtation. Joſeph, equally 
aſtoniſhed- and chagrined at the refuſal, 
aſked him, whether he would not accom- | 


pany him at leaſt into the field? Laudohn 


replied, that as to his perſon, it was abſo- 
lutely at his Majeſty's diſpoſal. He has 
not forgotten the affair of Munchengratz, 
where Joſeph, by his interference, ſnatched 
from him a certain victory over Prince 


Henry of Pruſſia, nor will he be eaſily in- 


duced to ſubje& himſelf to a e of 
ſuch diſgrace. 

Meanwhile the negotiations for peace are 
not diſcontinued, though the utmoſt un- 


certainty reſpecting their termination ſtill 


prevails here. The Pruſſians are ſaid to be 
retiring from Braunau and Trautenau; but, 
reports that they are aſſembling in the vi- 
cinity of Egra, on the weſtern frontier of 
| Bohemia, 
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Bohemia, have ſpread new alarm through 
this capital. A ſhort time muſt decide the 
queſtion of peace or war. While that great 
event hangs in ſuſpenſe, let us take a ſurvey 
of the characters of his Imperial Majeſty, 
and of the Auſtrian prime Minifter. - 


— j—— — 
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LETTER XXXIH. 


7 0% the Second, War" Kane o Partial 


of the Emperor and Empreſs for the Archduke 
Charles. Marriage of Joſeph with the Infanta 
of Parma.— Particulars of that Princeſs's Cha- 
racter, illneſs, and death.—Indecifion of the In- 
perial Court on the choice of another Princeſs.— 
Second marriage of Jaſeph. — Qualities and 


dtath of the Empreſs Maria Foſepha of Bavaria. 
. —Attachments of the Emperor. — Manner of 


paſſing his time. — His perſon, manners, and ac- 
compliſhments.—Indifference for the Arts.— 


| Aﬀeciation to the royal authority. — Regulations 


and meaſures of Toſeph.—Particulars of his 
private life and character. Interview of Neiſs. 
— Interview of Neuſtadt.— Anecdotes of Fo ofeph. 


Hie love of travel. — Activity. — Economy.— 


Courage.—Paſſion for zwar. Ambition. 


Vienna, March 4, 1779. 
OSEPH the Second was born on the 13th 
of March, 1741, at a moſt critical period 


of his mother's reign; a few months after 


the 
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the deceaſe of her father, Charles the Sixth, 

when ſhe, was reduced to fly from Vienna 

to the Hungarians, for ſhelter and pro- 

tection. He was committed to the care of 
the Marſhal Prince Battiani, While ſtill a 
child; but at that time, and even long 
afterwards, he gave few or no indications 
00 an active and ſuperior mind. Extreme 
timidity, accompanied with awkwardneſs 
and embarraſſment, characterized his man- 
ners. Reſerved in his deportment, N and 
manifeſting neither military ardor, nor apti- 
tude for buſineſs, he was conſidered as in- 
capable of ever conducting public affairs. 
So convinced was the Empreſs Queen, of 
her eldeſt ſon's being deficient in talents, 
that when alone with thoſe in whom ſhe 
repoſed a confidence, ſhe frequently com- 
plained of the unjuſt caprice of Fortune; 
vrho deſtined the Throne to a Prince deſti- 
tute of ability, while a youth, adorned with 
every quality requiſite for governing man- 
kind, vas excluded from power. In mak- 
ing this remark, Wa a to the Arch- 


4. 
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duke Charles, her ſecond ſon, for whom ſhe 
had conceived the ſtrongeſt predilection. 


Equally prepoſſeſſed againſt Joſeph, the 


hardly inquired of the maſters to whom 
his education was committed, what progreſs 
he made in his ſtudies. It was not till after 


his brother's deceaſe, that he began to be 


known and conſidered, either 0 his Parent 


or by the Court. 0 


Towards the concluſion of the late war, 
in 1761, when about twenty years old, 
Joſeph made an attempt to emancipate'and 
diſtinguiſh himſelf, by demanding permiſ- 


ſion to ſerve againſt the Pruſſians. This 
firſt diſplay of energy was nevertheleſs over- 


ruled, and his requeſt rejected; not ſo much 
on account of any apprehenſions relative to 
his perſonal ſafety, as from a wiſh to repreſs, 
and to retain him till in obſcurity: + Though 
Francis, no leſs than the Empreſs, treated 
him with ſuch ſeverity, Joſeph [ſubmitted 
in ſilence; uttered no complaint, concealed | 
his very wiſhes, and-endeavoured carefully 
to avoid any ſubje& of competition which 


might awaken his father” s jealouſy. But, 
_ Marſhal 
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Marſhal Battiani, his Governor, who knew 
him well, and who had ſtudied his character, 
made no ſcruple of declaring to his own 
particular friends, that © the Archduke 
« was not what he ſeemed ; that thoſe 
= who judged of him by appearances, 
« -would be ultimately miſtaken : and that 
„ his real diſpoſition as well as capacity, 
“never would be unfolded to the world, 
« till after the Emperor's death.” Time 
has already proved the truth of this pre- 
diction. 

It is inconteſtable that Pan cheat d 
out the whole courſe of his life, did not 
manifeſt any warm attachment for his el- 
deſt ſon. All his partiality, like Maria 
Thereſa's, was reſerved for the Archduke 
Charles; a Prince, who is univerſally al- 
lowed to have poſſeſſed very extraordinary 
endowments. He was born in February 
1745, and expired at Vienna in 1761, when 
he had ſcarcely completed his ſixteenth 
year. While children, his elder brother 
Joſeph and he never lived in amity, and as 

VOL. 11. Cc they 
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they advanced towards manhood, the alien« | 
ation between them, fomented by many 
cauſes, naturally increaſed. Charles, if in- 
cenſed, did not {cruple ſometimes to ſay, 
that he had the advantage in birth, 
<* Joſeph being only ſon to the' Great Duke 
“ of Tuſcany, while he himſelf was the ſon 
« of the Emperor.” The aſſertion was ne- 
vertheleſs, not quite accurate, ſince Francis 
was only elected to the Imperial dignity, 


and crowned at Francfort, in September 


1745, ſeven months ſubſequent to the Arch- 
duke Charles's birth. 

By the concurring teſtimony of all who 
remember him, he appears to have been 
a youth of uncommon, and almoſt prema- 
ture talents ; bold, lively, and enterprizing 
beyond his years. But, his temper was 
iraſcible, and his diſpoſition miſchievous, 


as well as intractable. Such an union of 


ability and of violence, fanned by parental 


partiality, might, it was apprehended, have 


produced unpleaſant, if not dangerous con- 


ſequences, from- the . between 
. 3 e Him 
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him: and his brother Joſeph, If Charles had 
attained ito! tiper years Ie was himſelf 
fo ſenſible of the diſturbanbes likely to ariſe 
in the Imperial Family from this cauſe; that 
in his-laſt heurs he avbwed-it to the Empreſs 
his mother. When he lay dying, and ſhe 
fat hy him on the bed, diſſolved in tears, 
he ſaid w her, taking her hand in his, 
Madam, do not lament ſo bitterly my 
„ approaching end; for had I lived, I 
„ ſhould have given you much greater 
cauſe: of: ſorrow.” He expired a few | 
hougs afterwards, meeting the approaches 
of death with' che utmoſt Armee and 
O Ourage. 19730 nE 2012 
Some months 8 to this event, tl 
Aichduke Joſeph, then in his twentieth 
year, was married in October 1760, to 
Elizabeth Maria, Infanta of Parma. She 
was daughter of Don Philip, Duke of Parma; 
and as her mother, a Princeſs of France, was 
the eldeſt of Louis the Fifteenth's children, 
the Infanta conſequently deſcended on 
both den from the Houſe of Bourbon. 
cc 2 Her 


388 +2 MEMOIKS or THE” 


Her father, en one of the moſt 
amiable Princes of our time, is faid to have 
periſhed by a death equally tragical and 
ſingular. J have been aſſured from high 
authority that while hunting in the woods 
of Colorno, near Parma, in July 1765, he 

was miſſed by his attendants; and chat hen 
they found himg he was already half de- 
voured by bis own hounds; only ſomes 
mutilated! remkins of: his body being diſ- 
covered. It is ſuppoſed that having been 
thrown from his horſe, the dogs might 
have taſted of his blood, and fallen 0 on 
him, as he lay ſtunned or inſenſible on the 
ground. I am nevertheleſs far from ven- 
turing to guarantee a ſtory, which ſeems to 
partake too much of the marvellous eaſily 
to challenge belief, and which is denied 
at Parma, where Don Philip's death is at- 
tributed to the ſmall-pox. His daughter's 
hiſtory contains however, circumſtances 


ſcarcely leſs extraordinary, which ſtand 


upon ſuch teſtimony as it is difficult to con- 
trovert, or to call i in queſtion. | 
: Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Maria of Parma, who! was 
born in the ſame year with her huſband, 
the Archduke Joſeph, though agreeable in 
her perfon, poſſeſſed no pretenſions to be 
| termed beautiful. She had the deep com- 
plexion of a Spaniard, which was contraſted 
to her diſadvantage at Vienna, by a com- 
pariſon with the fair and delicate ſkins of 
the Archducheſſes her ſiſters-in- law, ſome 
of Whom might then rank with the moſt 
lovely young women in Europe. Her 
mouth was pretty, her teeth fine, and her 
eyes animated; ; but, when filent or thought 
ful, her couiitenance loſt all its attractions. 
I have ſeen many portraits of her, in Par- 
ticular two, which are at the Caſtle of Preſ- 
burg in Hungary, both of them painted by 
the Archducheſs Chriſtina, and probably 
| flattering reſemblances. They exactly cor- 
reſpond to'the foregoing deſcription, and 
convey the idea of a dark Spaniſh woman, 
with a long een * ese and black 
abing M e 'n 6002 1 

Her sea was” cultivated, ml 
her ME aa. accompliſhed.” She 1 


8 3 and 


390 MEMOIRS or THE-; -, | 


and - performed. On many iuſtruments of 
muſic; particularly on the violin, in a may; 
terly manner; her active temper impelling, 
her continually to ſome new, purſuit or- 
employment. Above all, ſhe poſſeſſed the, 
talent of intereſting and amuſing the Arche 
duke her hufband, when alone. Nut, hoe 
talents and accompliſhments were, alike 
obſcured by a melancholy, which, whether 
purely conſtitutional, or the reſult of. other 
cauſes, became fo hahitual and inyetera te, 
as. to abſorb all, the other features of her 
character. No pleaſures, and no, enden 
vours on the part of thoſe abqut her, could 
ever ſurmount this gloom, which, far from 
diminiſhing, appeared to acquire force from 
time. In every, part of her ſtory there is 
ſomething enigmatical and myſterious, not 
ealy,, to. penetrate, Which beef t 
tereſts, while it awakens curioſmy. 
I have been afſured that when the * 
men, who were, commiſſioned hyithe Court 
of Vienna to demand her in,narriagÞ! for 
the Archduke, Joſeph, arriyed- at ma, 


and were preſeated. to her, {hg aldreſfed: 
1 „„ herſelf 


* . # 
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herſelf . to them with great earneſtneſs : 
« I am * ſaid ſhe, © exceedingly flattered 
« by ſo diſtinguiſhed a preference over 
« the other Princeſſes of Europe, as their 
“ Imperial Majeſties have ſhewn, in chuſ- 
e ing me for the wife of their eldeſt ſon; 
% an alliance as much above my merits, 
« as beyond my expectations. I have 
* only to regret, that the trouble which 
« they have given themſelves will be en- 
« tirely ineffectual, ſince I am well con- 
ce vinced that I ſhall not live long enough 
* to anſwer the views deſigned by my 
“ marriage.” Whether this ſtory be lite- 
rally true or not, there is no doubt that 
from the day of her quitting Parma, to 
that of her death, ſhe conſtantly perſevered 
in believing and aſſerting that her life 
would be ſhort. Piety, as well as love, 
| were ſuppoſed to be the cauſes of ſo extra- 
ordinary a perſuaſion. Her diſpoſition, 
naturally penſive and religious, was capa- 
ble of deep impreſſions, and of ftrong 
attachments. A report prevailed, to which 
| 4 © ſome 
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ſome degree of probability is due, that the 
had diſpoſed of her heart and affections, 


before ſhe quitted Italy. Tt is certain that 


ſhe expreſſed her wiſhes to have been per- 
mitted to take the veil, and to retire into a 
nunnery; a requeſt which added force to 
the former ſuſpicion, _ | 

'On her firſt arrival at Vienna, ſhe was 
received by the Emperor and Empreſs, with 


every demonſtration of joy and pleaſure. 


The marriage was ſolemnized, and ſhe ſoon 
acquired an intereſt in the affections of the 
Archduke her huſband, of which he gave 
her the ftrongeſt proofs. Whenever ſhe 
went to the theatre, or elſewhere in public, 


he rarely failed to accompany. her, uſually 


carried her cloak on his arm, and manifeſted 


in all his actions, the part which he took in 


her felicity, This conduct excited the 
greater ſurprize, as he had univerſally been 
accuſed of inſenſibility towards women; and 
thoſe who thought they knew his character 
beſt, pronounced him incapable, or unfit, 
for a ſtate of matrimonial happineſs. | She 

behaved. 
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behaved on her part towards him with 
great external attention, though it is ſup- 
poſed that her heart remained untouched 
and unaffected by the teſtimonies of his paſ- 
ſion. While in public, or in ſociety, ſhe 
indeed endeavoured to aſſume a degree of 
cheerfulneſs; but, no ſooner was ſhe retired 
to her own apartment, than ſhe ſunk into 
melancholy and dejection. As her favorite 
topic of meditation and converſation, was 
death, ſhe anxiouſly ſeized every occaſion 
of being alone, and of indulging. without 
reſtraint her reflexions on this ſubje&t. _ 

The Archducheſs's pregnancy, which 
| took place in 1761, was a natural ſubject 
of joy to the Imperial Family. She lay in 
of a daughter, who was named Thereſa after 
the Empreſs Queen, and of whom ſhe her- 
ſelf was paſſionately fond. But, neither the 
feelings of a mother, the attachment mani- 
feſted by her huſband, nor the proſpe& of 
her own elevation to the , higheſt dignity 
of the German Empire, could diſſipate her 
habitual melancholy. With unconcern and 

indif- 
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indifference, ſhe heard of the meaſures 
taken to ſecure the Archduke Joſeph's elec- 
tion as King of the Romans; and ſhe ſeemed 
to feel no intereſt in his approaching coro- 
nation at Frankfort. Theſe things,” ſaid 
ſhe frequently, © regard not me. I ſhall 
never live to be Queen of the Romans.“ 
Far from concealing her opinion on a point 
ſo delicate, ſhe made no ſcruple of declar- 
ing it to the Empreſs, to her ſiſters-in-law 
the Archducheſſes, and to the Ladies in 
attendance about her perſon, However 
ſtrange or incredible the fact may appear, 
it is incontrovertible. Many women of 
the higheſt rank, and moſt unimpeached 
veracity in Vienna, aſſure me that they 
have heard the Archducheſs frequently 
predict her own diſſolution as imminent. 
The Empreſs Queen herſelf made no ſe- 
cret of it at the time, and has confirmed 
the truth of the anecdote within theſe few 
months paſt. 
« More than once,” ſaid a i lady to me 
lately, when covering on the ſubject, 
es 1 have 


count OF, BERLIN, etc, 395 


« ] have. attempted to oppoſe ridicule, as 
« well as reaſon, to the Archducheſs's 5 
« poſſeſſion : but, the remained immove- 

able, and always perſiſted that ſhe ſhould 
die ſoon. One day as ſhe held this lan- | 
« yuage, I ſaid to her, *Eft il donc poſſible 
que votre Alteſſe oublie qu'elle a une 
fille qu'elle aime tendrement ? Et peut 
« elle la quitter avec tant de ſang froid et 
« indifference ? —* Vous croyez donc, 
« anſwered the Princeſs, que je vous laiſ- 
« ſerai nο jeune which was the appella- 
tion by which ſhe always called her 
„daughter. Oh! ma foi, non! vous ne 
* la garderez tout au plus, que fix ou ſept 
“ ans.” This reply will appear the more 
extraordinary, when I add, that the child 
died at the age of about ſeven years, and 
conſequently that her mother's prediction 
was literally accompliſhed. 5 

In the ſummer of the year 1763, ſhe | 

Was a ſecond time declared to be pregnant; 
but, as ſhe advanced towards the term of 
her delivery, a perſuaſion that her death ap- 

| proached, 
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proached, acquired new force. She was, not- 
withſtanding, to all appearance, in a ſtate of 
perfect health. The Archducheſs Chriſtina, 
ſince married to Prince Albert of Saxony, 
enjoyed a diſtinguiſned place in her affec- 
tion and friendſhip. To her the Arch- 
ducheſs Joſeph not only declared that ſhe 
ſhould die before the end of the year, but 
ſhe laid her a bett of it. The circumſtance 
was public, and. generally known at the 
time. Returning in the autumn to Vienna 
from the palace of Laxembourg, where the 
Court had paſſed the ſummer; when the 
carriage reached the ſummit of the Bill 
whence the city is ſeen, ſhe was ſeized with 
2 ſhivering, and exclaimed at ſhe Was 
about to die. | Gods 
The month of Mowiahes pe 
arrived, without any apparent ſymptoms 
to juſtify her prediction, or prepoſſeſſion; 
but, ſhe perſiſted in it. On the eighteenth, 
at night, as ſhe was ſitting in her own 
apartment, an alarum clock which ſtood 
there, ſtruck ſeveral times after it ought 
to 
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to have ceaſed. This accident, probably 
cauſed by ſome diſorder in the ſprings or 
mechaniſm, appeared to the Archducheſs 
to be ſupernatural. She turned pale, and 
on the ladies who were with her inquiring 
the cauſe; It is the ſignal, ſaid ſhe, that 
calls me away, pointing to the clock. 
She continued notwithſtanding, in health 
till the following day, "the' nineteenth of 
November, Which was the anniverſary of 
her birth, when ſhe had completed her 
twenty- ſecond year. In the morning the 
Archducheſs Chriſtina rallied her on her 
abſurd apprehenſions, for which no viſible 
cauſe was to be perceived or aſſi gned. Ex- 
cept the inconvenience and indiſpoſition 
neceſſarily attached to her advanced ſtate of 
pregnaney, ſhe had no bodily complaint. 
| Towards the evening, as ſhe was walk- 

ing acroſs her chamber, ſhe ſuddenly fell, 
or rather ſunk down on her knees. They 
immediately laid her on a couch, and ſent 
for medical aſſiſtance. A fever ſhewed itſelf, 
= ſhortly afterwards the ſmall-pox ap- 
penn, 
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peared. She became delirious in the oburſe 
of the diſorder; during which time, in the 
incoherence of inſanity, ſne uttered a thow- 
ſand wild expreſſions. As ſhe called on 
many perſons by name, whom ſhe imagined 
ſhe ſaw about her bed; it was ſuppoſed by 
ſuch as attributed her dejection to love, 
that ſhe fancied. the beheld the obje& of 
her firſt paſſion, the Italian lover, who had 
always reigned in her affections. For ſome 
days before ſhe died, no hopes of her re- 
covery were entertained, and ſhe expired 
on the 27th of November 1763, after ſtrug- 
gling with her malady about a week. The 
Archduke her huſband, who had attended 
her through every ſtage of the diſtemper, 
ſcatcely quitted her bedſide till ſhe breathed 
her laſt. Sinking under exceſs of grief, 
added to the fatigue which he had under- 
gone, his attendants were obliged to carry 
him away by force from ſo affecting a ſcene. 
Joſeph was long inconſolable for her loſs, 
and ſtill retains the warmeſt attachment to 


her memory. He loves to talk of her, to 
dwell 
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dwell on her praiſes, and to ſhew her pic- 
ture, which he wears in the caſe of his 
watch, and which T have myſelf ſeen.” The 
young Archducheſs Thereſa, according to 
her mother's predi&ion, died, as I have 
already mentioned, ſoon after ſhe had com- 
pleted her ſeventh year, in January 1770; 
4 cireumſtance which 1 renewed His 
ſorrow. 4 
After fo minute a recital of the circum- 
ſtances that Preceded and accompanied the 
death of the Emperor's firſt wife, I feel it 
indipenſable to ſubjoin my bon” of the 
degree of credit due to them. Certainly, 
if human teſtimony can prove any fact, 
there is the ſtrongeſt imaginable in favour 
of the Archducheſs's predictions; namely, | 
that of the Empreſs Queen herſelf, her 
daughters, and half the ladies of the Court. 
It ſeems difficult to ſuppoſe, or to aſſign an 
adequate reaſon, why they ſhould deceive 
themſelves, or impoſe upon others. But 
we muſt make great allowance for credulity 


and ſuperſtition. It is likewiſe to be re- 
* | membered, 
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membered, that the Princeſs of Parma, 
from whatever. cauſe, was a woman of a 
nervous, melancholy habit, who always ſaw 
death before her diſtempered imagination. 
When under the influence of low ſpirits, 
the ſaid ſhe ſhould not live long, and that 
her child would not ſurvive her many 
years. If the events thus foretold, had not 
happened, they would have been ridiculed 
and forgotten. But, their accidental ac- 
compliſhment gives them celebrity; and 
when we add beſides, the love of the mar- 
vellous, ſo common in human nature, we 
ſhall not find any thing very extraordi- 
nary, or 9 in the anecdotes above 
related. | 
Scarcely more than four mths” after 
the deceaſe of his wife, in April 1764, the 
Archduke Joſeph was elected and crowned 
King of. the Romans; an event which 
ſerved equally to occupy the Imperial Court, 
and to diſſipate its gloom. But, he was not 
eaſily induced to think of a ſecond marriage, 
for every propoſition of which nature he 
expreſſed 
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expreſſed the ſtrongeſt repugnance. Wearied 
by the importunities of his father the Em- 
peror, more than induced by his mother's 

entreaties, and being himſelf deſirous of 
male iſſue, he reluctantly conſented at 


length to gratify their wiſhes. A confider- - 


able degree of embarraſſment and uncer- 
tainty occurred, nevertheleſs, in the choice 
of a perſon to ſupply the place of the de- 
ceaſed Archducheſs. There were many 
parties in the Court, and each had a favo- 
rite object of ſelection. Elizabeth of Brunſ- 
wic, who was ſince married to the Prince 
Royal of Pruſſia, certainly nouriſhed hopes 
or expectations of marrying the King of 
the Romans, and was mentioned to the 
Empreſs Queen, but without effect. The 
Princeſs Donna Benedicta of Portugal, 
youngeſt daughter of the late King, had 
very nearly been choſen. She was at that 
time juſt nineteen, beautiful in her perſon, 
and in all reſpects an eligible alliance. Some 
overtures, not amounting to a formal de- 
mand, were made on the ſubje& to the 
vol. 11, D Court 
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Court of Liſbon, and favourably received. 
The Counteſs Tarocca, one of the late 
Emperor's moſt intimate friends and con- 
fidents, warmly recommended and ſup- 
ported the Portugueſe Princeſs. Count 
Dietrichſtein, Maſter of the Horſe, enforced 
Madame de Tarocea's recommendation, 
and offered to go in perſon for her to 
Liſbon. But, Francis, informed that from 
her figure ſhe did not ſeem likely to pro- 
duce children, rejected the alliance; a cir- | 
eumſtance juſtly regretted in the ſequel by 
himſelf, and by every one elſe. 

Alfter long indeciſion, the choice ſeemed, 
from neceſſity rather than inclination, to lie 
between two Princeſſes, Maria Joſepha of 
Bavaria, and Maria Cunegonda of Saxony. 
The latter, who was youngeſt daughter of 
Auguſtus the Third, King of Poland, ap- 
peared for ſome time likely to obtain the 
preference. Her intereſts were ſtrongly 
ſuſtained by the Archducheſs Chriſtina, who 
being herſelf attached to Prince Albert of 
Saxony, naturally deſired to cement by 


every 


— 
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every means the connexion with that family 
and country, as calculated to facilitate her 
own wiſhes and objects. The Princeſs 
Cunegonda was born in November 1740, 
only four months before the King of the 
Romans. She had not indeed the pre- 
tenſions - to perſonal beauty, with which 
Voltaire has decorated her nameſake, the 
daughter of the Baron de Thunder- ten- 
Tronck, in Candide.” But, neither was 
her Bavarian rival more favored by nature 
in that reſpect. Joſeph conſented to fee 
her, in order to form an opinion, and ſub- 
ſequently conſult his own inclinations. In 
the ſummer of the year 1764, it was con- 
trived that they ſhould meet, as if by acci- 
dent, at a little hunting party, not far from 
the baths of Toplitz, in Bohemia, near the 
Saxon frontiers. Thither the Princeſs 
Cunegonda repairing on horſeback, was 
met by the King of the Romans. Their 
interview. was ſhort, but deciſive; Joſeph 
having declined any fupthe efforts to obtain 
her hand. As. ſome fort or refgropence 
0 A 5 
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for ſo mortifying a rejection, the Court 
of Vienna has ſince intereſted itſelf in her 
affairs, by procuring her election as co-ad- 
jutrix to the abbies of Eſſen and Thorn, 
about three years ago. It is curious to 


conſider the wide interval between an 


Abbeſs and an Empreſs ; between the ob- 
ſcure direction of a female convent, in a ſe- 


queſtered part of Germany, and the luſtre of 


the Imperial Crown. But, the Saxon Prin- 
ceſs has probably had reaſon to rejoice in 


an excluſion, which leaves her at leaft 


liberty, independence, and competence; 


while the unfortunate Bavarian, ſelected in 


her place, preſented to the world a ſpec- 

tacle of the higheſt rank, united with the 

greateſt miſery, _ - 
Maria Joſepha of Bavaria was two years 


older than her intended huſband, having 


been born in March 1739. Daughter to 
Charles the Seventh, Emperor of Germany, 
Maria Thereſa's inveterate enemy, at the 
commencement of her reign ; ſhe ſeemed 
to be precluded by her birth and con- 


nexions, 


\ 
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nexions, from ſo cloſe an alliance with 
the Houſe of Auſtria, But, theſe ancient 
hereditary animoſities were overlooked - 
from reaſons of convenience, or obliterated 
by motives of ſtate. Some vague expeCta- 
tions and claims upon the Bavarian ſucceſ- 
ſion, founded on the poſſible extinction of 
the reigning line, in the perſon of the 
Elector Maximilian, brother to the Prin- 
ceſs; conduced likewiſe, as is believed, to 
determine the choice in her favour. The 
event then foreſeen, having ſince taken 
place, has given riſe to the war which actu- 
ally ſubſiſts between Auſtria and Pruſſia. 
While the marriage was ſtill undetermined, 
the Empreſs Queen, deſirous of hearing 
the private ſentiments entertained relative 
to the perſons of the two Princeſſes, Saxon 
and Bavarian, took occaſion to conſult a 
Nobleman of the Court on the ſubject ; 
requeſting him to inform her candidly, 
which of them he would prefer, if it was 
his own caſe. As he had ſeen them both, 
and was a profeſſed admirer of female 
DD 3 charms, 
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charms, no man could be more able to 
form a judgment. But, though accuſtomed 
to converſe with her Majeſty in the moſt 
unreſerved manner, and to ſpeak very freely 
toheron almoſt every topic; he felt the queſ- 
tion to be peculiarly delicate, and therefore 
wiſhed to decline giving his opinion or 
advice. Maria Thereſa prefling him never- 
theleſs to ſpeak his ſentiments, and aſſuring 
him that he could not offend her by any re- 
marks or obſervations, however ſevere; Je 
e vous avoue donc, Madame,” anſwered he, 
que ſi Jetois le maitre de mes actions, je 
* ne voudrois ni l'une ni l'autre: mais, le 
& couteau au goſier, et devant abſolument 
« en prendre une, je choiſirois plutdt la 
% Bavaroiſe, parceque au moins a t'elle de 
« Forge.” The Empreſs, far from being 
hurt, or affecting any gravity, laughed 
heartily at the reaſon aſſigned for his pre- 
ference, which ſhe admitted to be an excel- 
lent one, and by no means devoid of found- 
ation. The Nobleman to whom J allude, 
related t me himſelf, this anecdote, 

On 
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On the fifteenth of January 1765, the 
Princeſs Maria Joſepha having arrived at 
Vienna from Munich, the marriage cere- 
mony was immediately performed, without 
even allowing her previouſly to change her 
dreſs, which was a riding habit. I am 
aſſured by perſons who were preſent on the 
occaſion, that ſhe was at that time by no 
means an object of averfion; though ſhe 
poſſeſſed neither the elegance, nor the ac- 
compliſhments of her predeceſſor, the In- 
fanta of Parma. Her huſband himſelf 
appeared to be not diſſatisfied with her; 
and it was hoped that the pleafing or con- 
ciliating qualities of her mind and diſpoſi- 
tion, might compenſate for the want of 
perſonal attractions. Even her enemies 
admit that ſhe was amiable, obliging, 
affable to all, and diſpoſed to every kind 
or benevolent ſentiment ; but, her under- 
ſtanding was narrow, as well as deficient in 
cultivation. Humble even to obſequiouſ- 
neſs in her behaviour towards Joſeph, 
whom ſhe loved with ardor, ſhe vainly 
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tried by every means to acquire ſome in- 
tereſt in his affections. Her careſſes and 
her fondneſs only tended ſtill more to alien- 
ate his heart. | 
I do not conſider. myſelf at 8 to 
divulge all that I may know, relative to the 
perſon of the unfortunate Princeſs in queſ- 
tion; nor, from the peculiarity of the ſub. 
ject, could ſuch a diſcloſure be made with- 
out wounding decorum. It is certain that 
| ſhe had natural defects, which prevented 
the great object of the alliance; namely, 
her producing children, Theſe defects, 
from their very nature, could not, or ought 
not, to have been unknown to the Elector 
of Bavaria her brother; and it was no leſs 
injudicious, than it was in fact diſhonorable, 
not to have declared them previous to the 
treaty of marriage. By the confeſſion of 
the King of the Romans himſelf, the 
nuptials were ſcarcely conſummated, though 
ſhe was once believed to be with child ; 
and on that account, when the reſt of the 
Imperial 
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Imperial Family went into the Tyrol, in 
the ſummer of the year 1765, ſhe remained 
behind at Vienna. But, all expectation of 
| iſſue from the union, having ſoon vaniſhed, 
Joſeph even ceaſed: to cohabit with her, 
and expreſſed towards her only diſguſt. 
The recollection of his firſt wife, increaſed 
his diſlike to the ſecond, of which he made 
no ſecret to thoſe with whom he lived on 
terms of intimacy. As if to complete the 
misfortune of the Queen of the Romans, 
a violent ſcorbutic humour, that covered 
her face and body with eruptions, rendered 
it impoſſible to approach her without ſenti- 
ments of repugnance. Joſeph, in the bit- 
terneſs of his vexation, lamented his deſtiny 
at being united to her. A lady of the 

Court, with whom he lived in the cloſeſt 
friendſhip, and who, from her virtues, as 
well as from the ſuperiority of her mind, 
merited all his confidence; has aſſured me, 
that he uſed frequently to come to her, in 
order, by her conſoling converſation and 
ſociety, to diſſipate his chagrin, Diſcloſing 
to 


410 MEMOIRS OF THE 


to her his domeſtic vexations, and contraſt- 
ing the perſonal as well as mental qualities 
of his firſt and ſecond wife; Ma femme, 
ſaid he, © me devient inſupportable. Fe 
« n'y reſiſte plus. On veut que j'ai des 
« enfans. Le moyen d'en avoir? Encore, 
« fi je pourrois mettre le bout du doigt 
0 fur la plus petite partie de ſon corps, 
equi n'ttoit pas couverte de boutons, je 
* tacherois d'avoir des enfans. Anne of 
Cleves could not have been more odious to 
Henry the Eighth, than was the Bavarian 
to Joſeph the Second. 

Of all the Imperial Family, the . 
Francis alone treated her with tenderneſs, 
protected and ſheltered her. The good- 
neſs of his heart, and the mildneſs of his 
nature, inclined him to pity a wretched 
Princeſs, who was more an object of com- 
paſſion, than of deteſtation. But, his death, 
which took place only ſeven months after 
her marriage, filled up the meaſure of her 
misfortunes. On the arrival of the intelli- 


gence from Inſpruck at Vienna, ſhe wept 
bitterly, 


% 
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bitterly, often exclaiming in the anguiſh of 
her feelings, Ah! Malheureuſe! j'ai 
e perdue mon ſeul Appui!” Joſeph, by his 

father's deceaſe, became Emperor; but the 

increaſe of dignity produced no ameliora- 
tion of the young Empreſs's condition. 
During the remainder of her life, which 

was only a ſeries of privations and mortifi- | 
cations, ſhe ſaw herſelf negle&ed, deſpiſed, 
and abandoned. Even her mother-in-law, _ 
the Empreſs Queen, though naturally be- 
neficent and kind to all, yet is ſaid to have 
behaved towards her with coldneſs. The 
Archducheſs Chriſtina, who had always 
oppoſed the alliance, was at no pains to 
conceal her averſion for the Bavarian Prin- 
ceſs. Joſeph, neither mollified by her 
ſubmiſſion, nor touched by her attachment, 
continued to treat her with contemptuous 
neglect; though her conſciouſneſs of being 
diſpleaſing to him was ſuch, and her appre- 
henſion of him ſo ſtrong, that ſhe would 
tremble and turn pale, whenever he entered 
the room. 8 
| Death 
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Death at length releaſed them from their 
mutual wretchedneſs. The young Em- 
preſs ſickened of the ſmall-pox, in the 
month of May 1767, and the ſymptoms, 
from the beginning, were of the moſt 
alarming nature. Maria Thereſa caught 
the diſtemper from her daughter-in law, 
but recovered. As long as his mother 
remained in health, the Emperor excuſed 
himſelf from viſiting his wife, under pre- 
tence that he ſhould incur the danger of. 
communicating to the Empreſs Queen ſo 
fatal a diſorder. It was in vain that the 
unhappy Princeſs, apprehenſive of her ap- 
proaching end, ardently requeſted once 
more to ſee her huſband. She even wrote 
to him, as it is ſaid, to demand this laſt 
proof of his regard. Joſeph ſtill continued 
inflexible; but, after his mother had con- 
tracted the ſame malady, there remained 
no longer any decent excuſe for his refuſal. 
He then viſited the dying Empreſs, and 
expreſſed his concern for her ſituation. 
The ſpecies of ſmall-pox which ſhe had 
| con- 
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contracted, was of ſo malignant a kind, that 
it is affirmed, ſhe mortified in many parts 

of her body before death. Portions of her 
face became black and putrid; ſo that had 
ſhe even ſurvived, ſhe would have become 
an object too hideous for ſight. Under ſuch - 
circumſtances, her diſſolution, which took 


place on the 28th of May 1767, could only 


be regarded as a fortunate releaſe. It is 


not a little ſingular, that the two wives of 
| Joſeph the Second ſhould both have been 
carried off by the ſame diſtemper, in the 
courſe of three years and a half; after hav- 
ing conſtituted, one his felicity, and the - 
other his misfortune. He has conſtantly 
rejected all propoſitions of entering a third 
time into the married ſtate, and it is believed 

that he will perſiſt in his determination. 
During the life of the firſt Archducheſs, 
to whom he was tenderly attached, Joſeph 

was never ſuppoſed to feel a diſtinguiſhing 
preference for any other woman. Even 
after her deceaſe, he remained ſo long a 
prey 
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prey to grief, that the Empreſs Queen her- 
ſelf did not ſcruple to encourage and requeſt 
the moſt beautiful or accompliſned women 


of the Court, to endeavour to rouſe him 


from his dejection. His ſecond marriage, 
far from renewing the happineſs that he 
had experienced in the firſt, only rendered 
him by compariſon more wretched. In 
ſuch a ſituation, it was no leſs natural than 
venial, that he ſhould form an attachment, 
at leaſt of mind, to ſome object. Among 
the ladies of the higheſt quality at Vienna, 
might juſtly be accounted Mademoiſelle de 
Battiani. As ſhe was the daughter of Mar- 
ſhal Prince Battiani, who had been Joſeph's 
governor, their acquaintance commenced 
at a very early period of their lives. Her 
perſon, if not beautiful, was elegant and 
intereſting ; her mind and manners pleaſ- 
ing, no leſs than accompliſhed. When 
very young, ſhe had been married to Count 
Windiſchgratz, a match which was always 
conſidered as one formed by mutual in- 
clination. 


Driven 
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Driven by domeftic infelicity to find 
conſolation and amuſement abroad, the 
Emperor, during ſeveral years, previous, as 
well as ſubſequent, to the death of his ſecond 
wife, ſhewed towards Madame de Win- 
diſchgratz the moſt conſtant and diſtin- 
guiſhing attention. In a ſelect ſociety with 
her, the Counteſs Eſterhazi her ſiſter; and 
a few others of both ſexes, he was accuſ- 
tomed to paſs moſt of his evenings. 
Among the number of perſons uſually 
admitted, was Count Choteck, for whom 
it was ſuppoſed that ſhe felt a much greater 
partiality than for Joſeph. But, as ſhe 
always treated his Imperial Majeſty with 
marks of regard and predilection, he ap- 
pears neither to have felt or expreſſed any 
jealouſy on that account. His paſſion, 
if ſuch it can with propriety be denomi- 
| nated, was unqueſtionably not of a nature 
to exact any ſacrifices incompatible with 
female honor. Whether the moderation 
of his deſires, or the virtue of the Counteſs, 
formed her beſt ſecurity, it is certain that 
| 13 | her 
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her character never ſuffered any juſt attaint 
from the Emperor's aſſiduities. They had 
for their principal, if not ſole object, her con- 
verſation and ſociety. _ Content with this 
intercourſe, he probably aſpired to nothing 
beyond it, and was rather to be conſidered 
as her friend and eee, than as her 
lover. 

Madame de Windiſchgratz 8 health and 
conſtitution, which were naturally delicate, 
having ſuffered ſo much from the ſevere 
climate of Auſtria, that ſhe was menaced 
with a conſumption, the baths and air of 
Piſa were recommended. She accordingly 
repaired thither ſome years ago, accom- 
panied by her huſband. After paſſing about 


twelve months in Italy, ſhe returned to 


Vienna, apparently in perfect health, and 
completely recovered. Far from appearing 
to have ſuſtained any diminution. by ab- 
ſence, on the contrary, the Emperor's at- 
tachment and attentions redoubled towards 


her. But, with the approach of winter, her 


complaints, which had lain dormant for 
ſome 
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tome months, reviving with violence, ſoon 
aſſumed a dangerous aſpect; and all the 
ſymptoms of a confirmed diſorder of the 
langs manifeſted themſelves. In this ſitua- 
tion, Joſeph ſhewed her proofs of partiality, 
which while they did honor to the good- 
neſs of his heart, ſufficiently proved that his 
attachment had for its principal object, 
qualities unconnected with perſonal beauty; 
as ſhe was rendered unable to partake of 
public diverſions, or even to appear in com- 
pany, he uſed to paſs almoſt every evening 
at her houſe. In the months of Febryary 
and March 1777, when her cough had ſo 
enfeebled her, that ſhe was no longer in a 
Rate to converſe, he not only continyed his 
viſits, hut in order to amuſe and enliven 
her, was accuſtomed to read to her for fe- 
veral hours at a time. 90525 

Soon afterwards, in Ora 1777, „ 
then about to viſit France, he went on the 
morning of his departure, to take a laſt leave 
of Madame de Windiſchgratz: an inter- 
view which muſt have been extremely pain- 

1 . * ful, 


418 MEMOIRS OF THE 

ful, as both were equally conſcious that they 
ſhould probably ſee each other no more. A 
lady of the Court told me, that ſhe ac- 
cidentally paſſed the Emperor, as he was 
aſcending the ftaircaſe which led to the 
Counteſs's apartment. She added, that he 
ſtopt, with intent to ſpeak to her, but his 
voice, which was almoſt choaked, betrayed 
his agitation and diſtreſs. In effect, they 


never met again, as Madame de Windiſch- 


gratz died in the following month. It is 
natural to ſuppoſe that he muſt have been 
very deeply ſenſible to ſuch an event, I 
am nevertheleſs aſſured, that if he was ſo, 
he expreſſed at leaſt no extraordinary con- 
cern, nor manifeſted much emotion on re- 
ceiving the intelligence; a circumſtance 
only to be explained by ſuppoſing that he 
could not be ignorant of, or- unprepared 
for it, the nature of her diſorder leaving no 
hope of her recovery. When the inform- 
ation reached him, it muſt likewiſe be recol- 
lected that he was diſtant from her, and 
ſurrounded at Paris by a thouſand objects, 
calculated. 
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calculated to occupy or diftra& his atten- 
tie ta 3 | 4 0 

Whatever was the nature of the Em- 
peror's attachment to her, whether it par- 
took moſt of eſteem, or of tenderneſs; his 
heart appears to have been by no means ſhut 
againſt other impreſſions, even during her 
life. Previous to her deceaſe, he had al- 
ready manifeſted a ſtrong partiality for the 
Princeſs Charles Lichtenſtein ; who, if ſhe 
did not ſupplant Madame de Windiſchgratz 
in his Majeſty's affections, at leaſt occupied 
a very diſtinguiſhed place in his regard. 


When the latter was no more, Joſeph tranſ= 


| ferred all his attentions to the Princeſs, and 
they continue to ſubſiſt at this moment in 
their full force. She is daughter of the 
Count- of Oettingue Spielberg, and may 
be now four-and-thirty years of age. As 
Tong ago as the year 1761, the married 
Prince Charles Lichtenſtein, one of the 
moſt gallant, amiable, and handſome noble- 
men of the Imperial Court. Her perſon is 
pleaſing, and though her features cannot be 
wa : eſteemed. 
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eſteemed regular, their expreſſion is admit» 
able. Her mouth is peculiarly beautiful, 
and over her whole figure is diffuſed an air 
of modeſty, intelligence, and dignity, rarely 
blended in any woman. She poſſeſſes be- 
ſides, an enlarged and cultivated mind, a 
fund of amuſing converſation, and powers 
of entertaining, as well as improving, very 
ſuperior to the generality of her ſex in 
Vienna. In mentioning theſe particulars, 
I ſpeak in ſome meaſure from my own 
knowledge, added to information, as I have 
the honor to be perſonally acquainted with 
her. 4 | 
F lattered as ſhe e ee, is a 
the partiality, and gratified by the attentions 
of the firſt Crowned Head in Europe, ſhe 
has invariably acted with ſuch caution and- 
regard to her own honor, as to maintain 
unſullied the purity of her character. No 
perſon here ventures to ſuppoſe, and ſtill 
leſs to aſſert, that ſhe has yielded to him any 
thing inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt virtue. 


She 1 is the object of his affection and friend- 
| | ſhip; ; 
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ſhip's 1 not his miſtreſs. Thoſe who know 
her, entertain the firmeſt conviction, that 
even if the Emperor's ſolicitations were 
ever ſo ſtrong, yet her ſenſe of what ſhe 
owes to her family and herſelf, added to a 
religious and ſerious turn of mind, would 
render her ſuperior to ſeduction. But, 
1 attachment to her is not perſonal, 
in the ordinary acceptation of the term; 
though it may be difficult to ſay what are 
the preciſe limits which his moderation, or 
her principles, affix to the connexion. She 
rarely, or never receives him alone, though 
ſhe ſees him continually at her own houſe, 
as well as in private ſociety. Even at the 
theatre, a lady conſtantly remains in the 
box with her, when his Majeſty is there, 
A conduct, the reverſe of the late Em- 
peror's; who, when in the Princeſs of 
Auerſberg's box, never admitted any in- 
truſion, and locked it on the inſide. It is 
in the converſation of the Princeſs Charles 
Lichtenſtein, that Joſeph finds the moſt 
pleaſing relaxation from public buſineſs, as 
| E E 3 well 
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well as from private diſquietude ; and this 
confidence probably forms the principal tye 
by which they are united. She diſclaims 
even the ſmalleſt political influence or cre- 
dit with him. I have heard her do ſo; 
while he, on his ſide, frequently cites, as a 
maxim, from which no Sovereign ſhould 
deviate ; that Princes never ought to al- 
% low a woman, let her merit or talents be 
« what they may, to acquire an aſcendancy 
cover their affections, on agcount of the 
political conſequences which almoſt al- 

« ways reſult from ſuch a paſſion.” 
At this very time, his Imperial Majeſty 
uſually paſſes four evenings every week, 
with the Princeſs Charles Lichtenſtein, and 
a little circle chiefly compoſed of females. 
The ladies are, beſides the Princeſs herſelf, 
her ſiſter, the Counteſs Erneſt Kaunitz, her 
ſiſter-in-law, the Princeſs Francis Lichten- 
ſtein, and the two Princeſſes Clari and 
Kinſki. Marſhal Lacy, who has been at- 
tached near twenty years to the Princeſs 
Francis Lichtenſtein, 1s generally admitted 
| into 
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imo this ſelect ſociety ; and Count Roſems 
berg, the Lord Chamberlain, is likewiſe, 
ſometimes, of the party, He is one of the 
moſt pleaſing noblemen of the Imperial 
Court; who, under a cold exterior, conceals 
qualities equally ſolid and ingratiating. 
Poliſhed in his manners, cultivated in his 
vaderſtanding, and highly acceptable to. his 
maſter; if he poſſeſſed ambition. equal to 
his talents, it is probable, that he might, at - 
ſome future time, a& a conſpicuous part on 
the political theatre. But, his love of plea- 
ſure, joined to the indolence of his temper, 
will retain him always in the ſhade. Nei- 
ther Prince Charles. Lichtenſtein, nor his 
brother Prince Francis, ever preſume to in- 
vade this Coterie, though their wives com- 
poſe its moſt intereſting parts, The French 
Embaſſador, Monſieur de Breteuil, at his 
particular requeſt, was once or twice al- 
lowed to be there. Finding however, that 
his preſence was not acceptable to the Em- 


peror, and that it impoſed a degree of re- 
E E 4 | ſtraint 
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ſtraint on the pleaſures of the company, he 
withdrew himſelf. 

The perſons above named, meet alter- 
nately at each other's houſes, to which i 
Joſeph repairs with the utmoſt privacy, un- 
attended and alone. I know that he him- 
ſelf conſtitutes its principal entertainment, 
and chief occupation. He talks, while the 
ladies liſten and admire. Lacy, as well as 
Roſemberg, are probably too experienced 
Courtiers, to invade ſo ſacred a prerogative. 
Cards are never brought, for the Emperor 
diſlikes them; the laſt time that he ever 
ſat down to play, having been in 1764, 
after his coronation at Francfort. It is true 
that the ladies, deſirous of varying the 
evening amuſement, attempted, ſome time 
ago, to introduce a book, by way of change; 
but, the experiment did not ſucceed. 
Joſeph prefers converſation. On the three 
evenings of the week, which he does not 
paſs in the above-mentioned ſociety; un- 
leſs prevented by POO buſineſs, he com- 

of | monly 
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monly goes for a ſhort time to the Princeſs 
Eſterhazi's, or to Madame de Burckhauſen's, 
During the courſe of the preſent winter, 
unlike the laſt, he has ſhewn himſelf rarely * 
at Prince Kaunitz's, or in any hag 
companies, 
| Joſeph the Second is rather 9 a 
below the middle ſize, and in no degree in- 
clined to corpulency. Though not hand- 
ſome, he may be accounted agreeable in his 
perſon, and when young, he mnſt have 
been elegant. Thoſe perſons who ſaw him 
on the day of his nuptials with the Princeſs 
of Parma, when he was magnificently ha- 
bited in the old Spaniſh dreſs, which was 
calculated to add to the natural advantages 
of his figure; aſſert, that they neyer beheld 
a finer youth. The Counteſs of Pergen, 
who was a ſpectatreſs of his coronation at 
Francfort in 1764, has declared to me, that 
he appeared to her the moſt majeſtic and 
ſtriking object on which ſhe ever looked, 
when he was inveſted with the royal robes 


and Inſignia; his bug hair falling down 
| over 
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over his back in ringlets. He had then a 
head of hair, ſuch as is aſcribed to Apollo 
by the Poets. So bald is he now become 
at only thirty-eight, that on the crown of 
his head, ſcarcely any covering remains ; 
and in order to conceal the defect, he wears 
a falſe toupee. His queue is very thin, but 
it is his own, and not an artificial one, like 
that of the Great Frederic. 
The Emperor's countenance is full of 
meaning and intelligence. I have rarely 
ſeen a more ſpeaking phyſiognomy ; and it 
is impoſſible to look at him, without con- 
ceiving a favourable idea of his underſtand- 
ing. His eye, which is quiek, ſparkles with 
animation. The contour of his faee is long 
and thin, his complexion fair, his nofe aqui- 
line, his teeth white, even, and good. An 
air of mind, ſpread over his features, pleaſes 
and prejudices in his favour. The formation 
of his body and legs is by no means without 
defect, though he is capable of ſevere exer- 
cife, and of ſuſtaining great fatigue. Nor 
can his general ſtate of health be accounted 
| ſuch, 
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fuch, as to afford a reaſonable proſpect of 
his attaining to very advanced age. Be- 
fides the anurifm in his leg, which I have 
formerly mentioned, he has another extra- 
ordinary ſource of diſeaſe ; it is an excreſ- 
cence, of the nature of a wen, on the crown 
of his head, which naturally increaſes in ſize, 
and may become dangerous in proceſs of 
time. Conſcious of the hazard that he muſt 
incur, if it ſhould grow large or ſuppurate 
he has already conſulted Brambilla his ſur- 
geon, on the ſubject, who means to extract 
it with the knife: an operation, which it is 
probable will not be long delayed. 

No Prince can be more indifferent than 
the Emperor; with regard to all the deli- 
cacies, indulgences, and luxuries of life. 
Few ſovereigns devote ſo much time to 
buſineſs, and ſo little to pleaſure ar diſſipa- 
tion. It is very rare that he ever makes 
any perſon wait, who comes to him by ap- 
pointment. ei was accuſtomed,” ſays he, 
« to pals too many hours in my father's an- 
© tichamber, not to know from experience, 

T how 
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& how unpleaſant ſuch a detention muſt be 
« to others,” Francis by no means ob- 
ſerved the ſame punctuality in giving au- 
dience. Joſeph riſes early, and takes 
for breakſaſt either coffee and milk, or 
chocolate, with which he mixes water, ſel- 
dom eating any thing at that time. In or- 
der to diſpatch buſineſs with more facility, 
he generally dines alone ; his dinner being 
dreſſed in the great kitchen of the palace, 
for he has no private kitchen, His meal, 
except on meagre days, or in Lent, conſiſts 
of five diſhes ; a ſoup, Bouillie, vegetables, a 
Fricaſſee, and a Roti. Theſe are brought to 
his apartment in five deep diſhes, placed 
one upon the other, as the © Traiteurs” are 
uſed to do; and when ready, they are laid 
on the 8 which heats the room, in order 
to keep them warm. The nominal hour for 
his dinner is two o'clock, but frequently he 
is fo occupied, that he does not fit down 
till five; and he then ſwallows it half cold, 
with only a ſingle ſervant to attend on him. 
J gs be eats heartily, it is without any 
| | degree 
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degree of delicacy, or ſelection; and he is ſo 
indifferent about every thing relating to the 
table, that he ſcarcely diſtänguiſhes game 
from poultry... Wine he rarely touches; 
and, when he does, only. in very ſmall 
| quantity. bs 10 iz of T9d3io exe , 
While at dinner, he generally talks to the 
perſon.) who waits on him, and afterwards 
frequently reſumes the buſineſs of the day. 
This is his conſtant mode of life here in 
Vienna, ſcarcely ever unbending in the ſo- 
ciety of a few friends: a part of his charac- 
ter by no means amiable, and in which he 
certainly does not either imitate or re- 
ſemble the great philoſopher of ©. Sans 
Souci, who tempers the cares of royalty 
by the practice of Horace and Anacreon; 
by the circulation of the glaſs, and the 
company of men of letters, genius, or taſte. 
Joſeph's repaſts are ſolitary, ſoon finiſhed, 
and deſtitute of gaiety and conviviality. 
When travelling, or on a campaign, he re- 
laxes however from this ſeverity, eats with 
the officers or noblemen about his perſon, 
and 
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and though extremely .temperate in every 
reſpect, yet he is communicative, "OP 
and entertaining at table. 

In bodily accompliſhments the Eugster 
is not deficient; ſupplying in activity what 
he wants either in ſkill or addreſs. He rides 
well, plays at Tennis, and is fond of hunt- 
ing, or rather of ſhooting. The exerciſes as 
well as diverſions peculiarly characteriſtic of 
youth, he no longer conſiders as proper for 
his time of life; and that of dancing in 
particular, he has long renounced. When 
Archduke, he danced extremely well, and 
even ſince his acceſſion to the Imperial 
dignity, he has not declined it on particu- 
lar occaſions. The laſt time that he danced 
publickly at Court, was ſoon after the death 
of his ſecond wife, about eleven years ago, 
in a ſuperb Ballet,” with ſeveral of the 
young nobility of both ſexes. His partner 
was the Archducheſs Amelia, fince martied 
to the Duke of Parma, and who was then 
one of the moſt beautiful Princeſſes. of Eu- 
rope. He wore a ſuperb fancy dreſs ; and | 

a cir- 
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2 circumſtance which ſeems very contra- 
dictory to the other features of his charac- 
ter is, that he not only put on Rouge him- 
ſelf, but, commanded all the gentlemen who 
danced in the © Ballet“ with him to do 
the ſame. a 
The late Emperor Francis Sa ſupers”_ 
ficial and ignorant in the eſſential branches 
of education or improvement, yet poſſeſſed 
many qualities calculated to dazzle and 
conciliate mankind. Ile was a liberal pro- 
tector of all the fine arts, particularly Mu- 
fic, Painting, and Sculpture. Nor did he 
fail to expend very conſiderable ſums in the 
encouragement, or the ſupport of artiſts emi- 
nent in thoſe walks. Joſeph, on the con- 
trary, appeared to be wholly inſenſible to 
the arts, not only before his father's death, 
f but, for a conſiderable time ſubſequent to 
that event. So little taſte had he for paint- 
ing, that he uſually turned his back with 


contempt on the fineſt productions of the _ 


great maſters, Flemiſh or Italian. Though 


endowed by nature with an excellent ear, 
he 
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he betrayed no partiality even for muſic. 
For ſedentary occupations, for reading, and 


the improvement that reſults from the ſtudy 


of polite letters, he manifeſted a total diſin- 
clination. By degrees, however, his indiffer- 
ence for works of genius has diminiſhed. 


He found it impoſſible to viſit Italy, and to 
become familiar with the monuments of 
arts profuſely ſcattered over that beautiful 


country, without catching a portion of en- 
thuſiaſm. On his return from Rome and 
Florence, ſome years ago, he began to diſ- 
play this change in his character; by cauſ- 
ing the fineſt pieces of painting to be col- 
leted from all the palaces of the Empreſs 
Queen, and brought to the © Belvedere.” 
He even ſuperintended in perſon, and di- 


| retedthe placing of the moſt capital pictures 


in the gallery of the above-mentioned palace, 
Prince Kaunitz piques himſelf on having, 
by his example and exhortations, awakened, 


directed, and formed the Emperor's taſte. 


He is no longer inſenſible to the charms. 
of muſic; and at this time has pri- 
h | I 3 vate 
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Duke of Tuſcany, perform... M On, the h arpli 
chord Joſeph plays ina maſterly Manner, ac- 
companying the inſtrument with a his voice; 3 
and he is no mean performer o on the violin. 
But, as a patron of learning, « or of the fine 
arts, it muſt nevertheleſs be admitted, that 
he neither, 1 manifeſts. the ame paſſion, nor 
extends to-them the ſame munificent pro- 
8g, which diſtinguiſhed. his father. ; bs 
By the demiſe of the late Emperor, he 
ſucceeded, without farther form of election, 6 
to the Imperial dignity ; 3. and he was at the 
dam e time conſtituted by Maria Thereſa, 
co· regent of. all the hereditary dominions 
of the Houſe c of Auſtria; an example which 
has hitherto neither been imitated by Ca- 
therine the Second in Ruſſia, nor by Mary 
'of * Braganza f in Portugal. "Thoſe Princeſſes, 
though both have ſons already at an age to 
mix in council, or to aſſume an active part 
in ſtate- affairs; yet, far from aſſociating 
nen to the Government, have on the con- 


— —— — . — . —i:c 
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trary retained the whole royal authority in 
their own hands. Perhaps there are moments, 
when the Empreſs Queen may regret that 


ſhe has delegated any portion of her power 
to her ſon. Unqueſtionably they have 


_ Uiffered in ſentiment, on more than one im- 


portant meaſure; and Frederic well knows 
that it is Joſeph, not Maria Thereſa, with 
whom he is in fa& contending at this hour, 
for the Bavarian ſucceſſion. She remains 
indeed the efficient Sovereign, and is con- 
fidered as Tuch by her ſubjects. But, the 
degree of dignity and conſequence annexed 
to the Imperial Crown, added to the con- 


ſideration of her ſex, age, and increaſing 


infirmities, conduce to give to the Emperor 


very great and indefinite powers, both at 
home and abroad. Her maternal fondnefs 


has conferred, and the activity, combined 


with the ambition of his character, impel 
him to exerciſe many perogatives, which 
in ſtrictneſs cannot be his till after her de- 
ceaſe. It is difficult, perhaps impoſſible 
2 to define what : are the preciſe limits 'of 


- their 
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their teſpectiue prerↄgatives; hut, many 
ads of ſtate evidently originate with, and 
are promulgated by Joſeph, rather than by 
Maria Thereſa. They bear the Lamp of 

hjs.mind, hich only waited for the ſignal 

of his father's death, to deyelaps. and ex- 
pand itſelf in a —— 1 ſhallalluf- 
 trats-this obſervation, which. I have already 
made elſewhere, by AN - enumeration of 
ſame of the leading meaſures of Jaſeph fince 
3-765, in his capacity of Emperor of Ger- 
many, as well as in that of co regent of 
Hungary and Bohemia. It is by following 
theſe guides, that we ſhall be beſt able to 
farm an eſtimate of his real character, diſ- 

Poſition, and talent. 

The fuxſt act off his apt , 
though one which Was rather perſonal than 
mae merited great  eulogiums, and 
tended to <qnvey an elevated idea of his 
Wey of thinking on pecuniary points. The 

late Emperor left not only various landed 
eſtates in Germany and Hungary, purchaſed 
by We during his life; but, likewiſe, a 


f F 2 conſider- 


* 
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E6tifiderable ſum in ready m6ney;iall which 
Geſcendded to his eldéſt ſon- Joſeph re- 
taineck the lands, but he inſtantly gave up 
the Uivntey; ambuntitig to ſomE&thillions of 
flotins? As A fund for Paying the debts of 
the Eben Thus feavitg himſelf, in ſome 
medfüre, dependent ort the bounty of his 
mother.” Such a Proof that he felt ne ſe- 
paräte or Private intereſt diſtinct from that 
of the State, neceſſarily. impreſſed his - | 
jects with” reſpe& for his perſdn, and 
never mentioned Wert without a jſt 
bute ok praife! /* simadod lag IEG 
J Fe 125 del of in aaa” was Aus- 
diately ſucceeded” by another, calculated to 
acquire univerſal popularity, and to conci- 
liate in a \ peculiar manner the affections of 
the lower tanks. HO the "Roh of Vietitia 
are ſitüated two very "extenſive patki, or 
gardens; one called che Prater,” the'other 
the Hof Garten, almoſt adjoining the 
city itſelf. As both were the immediate 
property of the Emprefs Queen, none ex- 


cept perſons of ney” were ever allowed 
to 
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to enter them; and even they enjoyed that 
privilege only during partikular /months'of 
the year. "Joſeph, inſtantly. after his ac- 
ceſſion, threw open both theſe pleaſure- 
gardens, and gave the moſt ample per- 
miſſion to every perſon of whatever de- 
ſcription, to walk or ride in them, at all 
ſeaſons. The game laws have likewiſe 
been relaxed, and leave has been granted to 
the peaſants to fire on, and deſtroy the wild 

boars; animals, which; under the late reign; 
were regarded as ſacred, and Who com- 
mitted with impunity the greateſt-rayages 
on the lands of the farmers. This edict 
excited no little difcontent .among)the,no- 
bility 53; but, i its effects on the inferiog orders 
may be eaſily, conceived, * Other. regula- 
tions, fayourable to their, perſonal emanci- 
pation from the ſeverityfof feudal rights, 
and tending, to diminiſh the power of the 
great merke ory have. fince been iſſued. by. 
the Emperor. "Y 6 


5113 Ie Mol Sci eswe 


All Ns forms more or; leſs obvi- 
oully directed to ſuppreſs expence, and to 
"FF 3 : expedite 
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expedite or facilitate the diſpatch of public 
buſineſs in every department, Francis 
loved diverſions, entertainments, and the 
ſplendor of royalty; Joſeph reſembles him 
in none of theſe reſpects. During the late 
reign, there always exiſted a-French theatre 
in Vienna; but, as the concourſe of people 
who reſorted to it, was not ſufficiently nu- 
merous to defray the expences of the houſe, 
gaming-tables were permitted by Govern 
ment. Evety Faro table- paid ten ducats, 
or about four guineas, to the managers of 
the theatre; and from this ſource, aided 
by the Emperor's private liberality, the 
Freneh Comedy derived a great part of its 
ſupport. His preſent Majeſty publiſhed an 
«* Ordonnance,” on his attaining the Im- 
perial dignity, by which, Faro, and every 

other Game of Hazard, previouſſy allowed 
at the French Theatre, were prohibited. The 
neceſſary conſequence of ſuch a regulation, 
was the loſs of the Comedy itſelf, which 
could no longer ſubſiſt, unleſs by a pecu- 
niary gratification from the private purſe 
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of che Sovereign, which he did not think 
proper to beſtow on a SOMPIny of Tov 
_ comedians. 
From the Theaire, Joſeph cds to 
regulate the Court, and all the public offices. 
During the late Emperor's life, the number 
of birth-days and Gala-days obſeryed at 
Court, was prodigious, amounting to near 
forty in a year, All the nobility, miniſters, 
and great officers, civil as well as military, 
appeared at the drawing-room on thoſe occa- 
ſions ; and the expence neceſſarily incurred 
by the ſplendid ſuits worn, was frequently 
productive of ſerious inconvenience. One 
of the firſt actg of Joſeph was totally to 
aboliſh both Gg and birth- days. He ap- 
pointed at the fame time, the firſt of Ja- 
nuary, as the anniverſary on which all the 
nobility ſhould kiſs the Empreſs Queen” s and 
his hand; prohibiting any ſort of notice to 
be taken, or any attention to be paid to all 


| Other days without exception. He even 
enforces ſo rigid an obſervance of this order, 


as not to permit his immediate ſervants 
FF4 e and 


„ eee ee 
| and attendants to expreſs the leaſt mark of 
feſtivity, or to make the ſlighteſt alter- 
ation in their deere Ane, on i his own 
ay 2647 L 

Till the W of W in 17690 aha: 
old Spaniſh habit, derived from the time of 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, was uni- 
verſally worn at the Court of Vienna, on 
all days of Gala or of ceremony. Francis, 
. who ſcarcely ever appeared in a uniform, 
was accuſtomed to change his dreſſes very 
frequently, and affected magnificence of 
apparel. Joſeph has never worn any coat 
except a uniform, fince his father's deceaſt. | 
The Spaniſh habit, though ſplendid, con- 
nected i it with many inconv Mn iences: among 
others, preſcription bad authorized, that 
the Aulic Counſellors never could meet for 
the diſpatch of buſineſs, except in 'that dreſs. 
Of courle, affairs of importance were fre- 
quently poſtponed, and even ſacrificed to 
an abſurd Etiquette. The preſent Em- 
peror, conſcious of the abuſe, and of the 


public d detriment that reſulted from it, for- 
bade 
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bade the uſe of the Spaniſh dreſs dn any 
occaſion whatever. He commanded the 
Aulic Counſellors/ fromm that time forward} 
not only to aſſemble in their ordinary dreſs; 
but, evem obliged the members to meet after 
dinner, as welb as in the morning, for the x 
mee tranſaction of affairs. 
In external addreſs Joſeph the Second is 
not deficient. His manners are eaſy, his 
converſation lively, voluble, and enter- 
taining; running rapidly from one ſubject 
to another, and diſplaying frequently a 
vaſt variety of knowledge. Perhaps he 
manifeſts too great a conſciouſneſs of poſ- 
ſeſſing extenſive information; and he may 
be reproached likewiſe with frequently an- 
ticipating the anſwers of the perſons with 
whom he converſes. A mixture of vanity 
and of impetuoſity conduce to tliis defect. 
While he talks, eſpecially if eager, he always 
plays with the money in his pocket. He 
writes with-eaſe; perſpicuity, and propriety: 
I have ſeen many of his notes, evidently 
compoſed without premeditation, addreſſed 
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to perſons who enjayed his confidence, 


; both men and women. They demonſtrate 


feeling, enlargement of mind, and as I have 
thought, goodneſs of heart. Vet, I know 
fram indiſputable authority, that he is a 
profound diſſembler, rarely or never ſpeak» 
ing his real ſentiments. upon any paint of 
moment. On the other hand, he certainly 
permits thaſe whom he loves or efteems, 
to deal fairly with him, to tell him not only 
plain but painful truths; and even te re- 
prehend him on oceaſion with ſeverity. 

I have reaſon to think, that his religious 
opinions are by no means contracted or illi- 
beral. The bigotry and ſuperſtition which 
for ages have been hereditary in the Houle 
of Auſtria, and which ftill ſurvive in all 
their force in Maria Thereſa, will probably 
be extin& in her ſueceſſor. But, I am fo 
far from meaning to inſinuate that be is 
therefore tinctured with infidelity, deiſm, 
or any of the doctrines inculeated at Ferney, 
and at © Sans Souci; that the very re- 
verſe is the — When he paſſed through 

Switzer- 
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Switzerland, he declined ſeeing or viſiting 
Voltaire; not leſs, I believe; from his 'own 
choice, that at his mother's fequeſt. Joſeph, 
though no bigot, is a Catholic, convinced 
of the great truths of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and conforming to its injunctions in his 
practice. He not only confeſſes regularly, 
but as ſoon as he riſes, he never fails every 
morning, on his knees to offer up his prayers 
to God; as he does in the ſame devout 
poſture, before ke retires to reſt. I cannot 
err in this fact, which I derive from an eye- 
witneſs of the higheſt rank, who would 
neither flatter nor deceive. ' If, in the enu- 
meration of ſo many minute particulars, I 
may have related ſome which ſeem diſcor- 
dant or contradictory, it muſt. be remem- 
bered that man is compoſed of inconfiften- 
cies, and ever at variance with himſelf. - 
At no period of his life has — 
Emperor been à libertine, or addicted to 
exceſſes of women, as was Francis his father, 


and as his brother Leopold is well known to 
be at this time. For the Counteſs Win- 
17; | diſchgratz, 
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diſchgratz, e Princeſs. Charles 
Lichtenſtein, he never nouriſhed: any: ſenti- 
ment except friendſhip, cemented by eſteem 
and confidence. Aſſiduous, rather than ten- 
der, moderate: in all his deſires, and, content 
with the ſociety of his miſtreſs, he is a com- 
panion, not a lover, His amours, when he 
has had any, have always been of ſhort. du- 


ration, managed with privacy, and unaccom- 


panied either with ſcandal or expence. Let, 
in a crowd, under ſhelter of the night, 
where he conceives that he is neither known 
nor obſerved, he likes to accoſt women, and 
perhaps to take ſome harmleſs liberties with 
their perſon, which is the utmoſt extent of 
his gallantry. As the Emperor has no 
miſtreſs, ſo he has in reality no favorite. 
Several perſons who have ſeemed to be ſo 
for a time, and have believed themſelves in 
poſſeſſion of his perſonal affection, have 


been deceived. General Noſtitz, whom he 


diſtinguiſhed exceedingly during a certain 
period, has proved the truth of this aſſer- 
tion. The two Counts, Cobenzel, and 
| Joſeph 
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Jobek Colloredo, Both bf whom accom- 
Panied him-te Paris ino 449, polled; it is 
true mucho bf his eſteefl and confidence; 
but; theybare not favofites. Count Die“ 
triohſtein, fromdong t Habits of famillarity 
Wirth the Empkror added tocthe ſpirit of 
indepentlience, the ffatkneſs] aid gaiety ef 
diſpofitionp vchiebr demĩnertiy characterize 
him, chſoysgtland exerciſbs müre than tary 
nobletan: of tlie Court the Privilege of 
ſpeaking'tratlives- - bis: Maſter,“ That his 
Majeſty honors, as well as reſpects Lavd6hn; 
and cotefalts/him on every military: point of 
importance; is unqueſticflable. For Lacy 
he reſerves His friendſhip; viſits! Ahe alt 
hours, converſes with him unrefervedly, 
and communicates to him his moſt ſecret 
thoughts: wi ttei,α zu noh! 
Joſeph and Frederic; uulike the gefierality 
of! Princes who know each other only by 
report, are perſonally Se gunigted, having 
twice met in their reſpeckive dominions. 


The firſt of theſe two celebrated interviews, 
took ww about four years after the dearfi 


of the la "I ede his pre- 
ſent Majeſty was not nine: and- twenty. At 
may be {aid te have originated with the 
King of Pruſſia, who deſirous, no doubt, of 
forming his own opinion on the character 
and talents of the new head of the Empire, 
cauſed it to be- dignified at the Court of 
Vienna, that + meeting betvreen them would 
be highly sgreeable to himſelf. The pro- 
poſal having pleaſed, Count Dietrichſtein, 
Maſter of the Horſe, was ſent to Breſlau, to 
confer with Frederic, aud to ſettle all the 
Preliminaries. News, a town in Sileſia, was 
fixed on for the place of rendezvous, Wi- 
ther Joſeph, repaired in September 1769, ac- 
companied by his brother-in-law Prince 
Albert of Saxony, Marſhal Lacy, General 
Laudohn, Count Dietrichſtein, and ſeveral 
other noblemen or military officer. 
Arriving in his carriage, juſt before the 
hour of dinner, he was received. by Fre- 
| deric, at the foot of the ſtaircaſe of the houſe 
which he-occupied at Neiſs ; and after mu- 
tually gazing on * other for a ſingle 


man. 
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mement, they embraeed, with demonſtra- 
tions of reciprocal pleafure; Each ſovereigh 
having preſented to the other the perſons 
who accompanied him; among whom, on 
the ſide of his Pruſſian Majeſty, were the 
Prince Royal His nephew, the Hereditary 
Prince of Brunſwie, and ſeveral general 
officers; the two monarchs fat down imme- 
diately to a table ef about thirty covers. 
Frederic was in excellent humor, and Joſeph 
appeared to be equally happy About 
thirty thouſand Pruffian troops had been 
drawn together, in order to etitertain che 
Emperor; - and Frederic taking the com- 
mand eben iliperſon performed a variety 
of 'thticenvres, with which his gueſt ex- 
preſſed the vir kätiefaction. They paſſed 
three days together, during che whole of 
Whieh time Joſeph was lodged at an inn in 
the tewn - A miſerable company of Ger- 
man comedlans, brougbt thither for the 
Purpoſe, ſerved, if met to enliven, at leaſt 
to paſs away the evenings. In the day» 
* 3 do Sovereigns rde gut ſide by 
15 ſide, 
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Aide, and oonverſed withegreat familiarigy, : 
but, from the moment of their meeting, 
to that of their ſeparation, they never were 
alone together, except ſonge for about ten 
minutes, On the, fourth morning they 
\parted, mutually impreſſed With a favorable 
idea of each other, and; on terms of ap- 
Parent amity. , Political buſineſs was not 
ever mentioned on either ſide, nor Was it 
intended to form any paxt of the interview. 
Joſeph has been accuſed, L believe, without 


 guſtreaſon, afareating the Hereditary Prince 


of Brunſwic with coldueſs at Neiſs. Even 
had, he felt any ill-will, towards that illuſ- 
trious perſon, he is too, {kilful, a difſembler, 
to,make.it probable chat he would. manifeſt 
his Aillikeron ſuch an, gecaſion . and before 
duch ſpoctators. b 440490 3 76D 297173 
The firſt interview between Frederic: and 
Jolajh, -unqueſtionably | aroſe principally 
Ffrom-theocurioſity natural to both Sove- 
:reigns, tos ſee and to converſe with each 
her. But, the ſecond meeting was meant 


for- 3 
br It 


_ 
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It topk- place juſt a year later, in the firſt 
days of September 1770, at the little town 
of Neuſtadt in Moravia, to which place his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, came, in order to return 
the v iſit. Unlike the Emperor, though 
far more advanced in years, he performed 
the j journey from Breſlau entitely on hotſe- 
back; accc as before, by his two 
nephews, the Hereditary. Princes of Pruſſia 
and Brunſwic, together with. a number of 
general officers. Deſirous of ingratiating | 
himſelf with Joſeph, whoſe co- operation he 
wanted 3 in the projected partition of Poland, 
he arrived at Neuſtadt in an Auſtrian regi- 
mental. Not only the King himſelf, but, 
all the ene with him, were dręſſed in 
white uniforms, with facings or lapels, ſuch 
as in the Imperial ſervice are uſually given 
to recruits, before they are put. altogether 
in full” uniform. Frederic's was diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt, by being embroidered 
at the button-holes with ſilver, When he 
diſmounted from his horſe, Joſeph Was 
ready to receive him; and after they had 
embraced, as at Neiſs the King pointing 
vol. II. G G to 
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to thoſe who attended him, ſaid, Votre 
c Majeſté verra que je lui ai amene des 
e recrus.” The delicacy of ſuch a compli- | 
ment could not be ' overlooked, and it 
tended to produce mutual wh: humour e on 
their firſt meeting. | 

During the whole courſe of —— 
which followed, Frederic ſtudioufly ob- 
ſerved a degree of reſpect towards the 
| Emperor, making a motion as if to rife, 
every time that a plate was ſet before him, 
and offering it firſt to Joſeph, as his ſupe- 
rior. But, it was towards Prince Kaunitz 
that he exetted all his endeavours to pleaſe, 
to conciliate, and to captivate. That Mini- 
ſter, duped by the offers, or gained by the 
blandiſhments of Pruſſia, had accompanied 
his maſter, for the expreſs purpole of ſettling 
the preliminaries, and adjuſting the terms 
on which Poland was to be diſmembered. 
I have already entered on the fubjet elſe- 
where, and ſhall not, therefore; reſume it 
here. Frederic completely ſucceeded; in 
bis other, and the fate of the Poles was 
decided 


. 
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decided at Neuſtadt. Amuſements, mili- 
tary as well as theatrical, ſerved to veil the 
ſecret of ſtate from common eyes. Joſeph 
in his turn had aſſembled thirty thouſand 
troops, for the inſpection of his. royal 
gueſt, who paſſed them in review, and 
beſtowed on them high encomiums. Un- 
fortunately the weather, during the whole 
time that the interview. laſted, was ſo 


rainy, as greatly to diminiſh the pleaſure 


of the two Sovereigns,: Both were re- 
peatedly wet to the ſkin; and Frederic, on 
his return from the field, having no other 
coat with him than the one which he wore, 
was obliged to ſtrip, and to remain in his 
own room, till his coat could be dried at the 
fire. This event e no ye merri- 
ment. | A 


TheEmperor ace every poſſible exertion | 


to amuſe and entertain his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
while at Neuſtadt. A private houſe, the 
beſt that could be procured in the town, 
was fitted up for his reception : in place of 
a ſtrolling company of German comedians, 
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an Italian opera was performed; and No- 
verre, with all his / Figurantes,” were 
brought from Vienna at a conſiderable ex- 
pence, to dance the “ Ballets.“ Frederic, 
with conſummate addreſs, always placed 
Prince Kaunitz between himſelf and Joſeph, 
when at the theatre, and ſhewed the Auſ- 
trian Prime Miniſter a thouſand attentions. 
After the performance, the political con- 
ferences were held! During the two firſt 
days, no cloud aroſe to indiſpoſe the two 
monarchs towards each other; but on the 
third, the King received letters by a 
courier from Peterſburgh, the nature of 
which he did not immediately communi- 
cate to the Emperor, who conceiving that 
he had a right to know their tenor, mani- 
feſted ſome ill- humour at their concealment. 
Frederic then grew in turn ſour, and out 
of temper. In this frame of mind they 
ſeparated next morning, alienated from 
each other as much as they had been pre- 
poſſeſſed favorably at their firſt interview. 
But Poland was not as ſacrificed to their 

mutual 
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mutual ambition. Theſe particulars are 

derived from the beſt information. 
Among the characteriſtic features of 

Joſeph, muſt be accounted his paſſion for 


trayelling ; ſcarcely any Prince of whom 


we #46 having, ſo minutely examined * 
3 and Charles the Fifth, in 1 ages, 

whoſe whole reigns were a perpetual Jour- 
ney, can alone be oppoſed in this point of 


view, to the preſent Emperor. He has 
viſited nearly all the Courts of Italy, and 


when, he went to Paris, two years ago, it was 
his intention to have. proſecuted his tour 
as far as Madrid, if not to Liſbon. With 


that deſign he traverſed the whole king- 


dom of France, and was already arrived at 
St. Sebaſtian in Biſcay, on his way to the 
capital of Spain; when a courier from 
Vienna, informing him that the Empreſs 
Queen was greatly indiſpoſed, and that his 
return was neceſſary, compelled him to 
deſiſt from his further progreſs. Every 
pare 9 of Bohemia, Hungary, and Tranſyl- 

„ vania, 
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vania, he has rode over, almoſt at a foot- 
pace: nor has he omitted to inſpect the 
Sclavonian frontier, as far as Semlin, and 
quite under the cannon of Belgrade. Of 
all the ſcattered and extenſive territories, 
which will devolve to him at the death of 
Maria Thereſa, the Auſtrian Netherlands 
alone, he has not yet ſurveyed in perfon. 
Along the Turkiſh, as well as the Saxon 
and Sileſian borders, he has cauſed forts to 
be erected, and taken every precaution to 

guarantee thoſe provinces from invaſion. 
Lacy and Laudohn have uſually accom- 
panied him in his progreſs; during which, 
far from regarding inconvenience or fatigue, 
his enemies rather accuſe him of needleſsly 
expoſing himſelf to both. In order to ac- 
cuſtom himfelf to hardſhips, he commonly 
ſleeps upon a ſkin laid on the floor, and 
his table is not more delicate than his bed. 

Still unſatisfied, while any part of his 
.dominions remained to viſit, he ſet out to 
inſpect the vaſt portion of Poland ſeized on 


in 1772, extending from the frontiers of 
Auſtrian 
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Auſtrian Sileſia, to thoſe of Moldavia. The 
Emperor aſſured Sir Robert Keith, on his 


return from that expedition, in which he 
underwent every poſſible in convenience; 


that among others, he was almoſt devoured 
by bugs, and in ſpite of all his precautions, 
he became louſy to a great degree. As a 
proof of it, he ſaid, that being one day em- 
ployed in writing a letter to his mother the 
Empreſs, a louſe fell from his hair on the 
paper. 1 blew. him off,” 7 continued he, 
« and finiſhed my diſpatch. Juſt as I was 
about to ſeal it, I recollected a circum- 
& ſtance, which i in my hurry had eſcaped 
„ me. Having opened the letter again, in 
order to inſert it, to my ſurprize, I found 
* 


* 


« I attempted to diſlodge him, but he main- 
ce tained his ground, and I therefore let 
him alone, only adding, as a poſtſcript, 
at the foot of the paper One of your 
34 Majeſty” s new Poliſh ſubjects abſolutely 
< inſiſts. on being preſented to you. I haye 
a endeavoured in vain to prevent him, 
7 ; 6 04 e 


the louſe had got poſſeſſion of his old poſt. | 
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% and J have, therefore, eneloſed him in 
:5* this letter The anecdote, however 
trifling, may ſerve to ſhew the turn of 
Joſeph's mind, which 1s not deſtitute of 
humour. | 

In his Male 1 pleaſures he is very 
ecbnomical; a quality which has generally, 
though not univerſally, diſtinguiſhed ſupe- 
rior Princes, and which muſt facilitate all 
his enterprizes or operations, whenever he 
aſcends the throne. Neither women, nor 
play, nor diſſipation drain his purſe. 1 
aſked a lady who knows him well, whether | 
he was ſuppoſed to have any natural chil- 
dren, © I can't abſolutely ſay,” anſwered 
| ſhe; © but, this I can take upon me to aſſert, 
e that if he has any, they will never be a 
charge to the State. Cinquante ducats 
i par ann ſeront tout leur Appenage.” In 
the month of January laſt year, a © Courſe 
de traineaux” was exhibited in Vienna, 
for the amuſement of the Archducheſs of 
Milan. A quantity of ſnow had been 


brought i into the city, on the ſame morning, | 
in 
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ſtreets through which the Nedges muſt ne- 
ceſſarily paſs. The expence might amount 
to about fix hundred florins, or ſomewhat 
more than ſixty pounds. I was. ſtanding 
in a balcony, to view the ſpectacle, with 
two ladies of the Court. You have no 


idea, ſaid they. of the vexation that 


it will cauſe the Emperor, to throw away 
ſix hundred florins in ſaow.” His at- 
tention on pecuniary points, extends to the 
minuteſt detail, and is imputed to him as a 
fault; but it muſt be allowed that his ſub- 
jects may deri ve ao üttle benefit from ſuch 
e of 

I have heard the deten much and fre- 
quently agitated here, among perſons who 
are moſt competent to decide, whetherJoſeph 


is naturally generous, or penurious. Opi- 


nions are greatly divided on the point. He. 
certainly is open to the impreſſions of 
compaſſion and benevolence, where he 
knows, or believes that the perſon recom- 


mended, is a proper object of ſuch ſenti- 
„ maents. 
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ments. But his: heart is not one of thoſe, 
which, like Maria Thereſa's, delights” in 
giving; and if it errs, only does ſo from an 
exceſs of liberality and kindneſs towards 
the unfortunate. The Emperor well knows 
that he is regarded as unlike her in this 
reſpect. On, m''accuſe,“ ſaid he, not 
long ago, de n'Ctre' pas genereux ; mais, 
« ſi je donnois comme ma mere, nous 
„ n'aurions bientot rien à donner.“ It 
cannot however be denied, that the libe- 
rality of the Empreſs acquires her univerſal 
affection and popularity; white the ſtrict 
economy of her ſon, though it may aug- 
ment his reſources, does not tend to con- 
ciliate the love of his ſubjects, or to give 
an elevated idea of his character to foreign 

nations. Bom 
The Emperor's perſonal courage is con- 
ſidered ag indiſputable ;- yet, I think it ſtood 
higher in the public | eſtimation before the 
late campaign than it does at preſent. If he 
is brave, it certainly is not the hravery of a 
hero: it is neither the ſublime courage that 
Tok oo diſtin- 
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diſti nguiſhed the great Conde, nor is it the 
cool intrepidity and contemptof death, which 
Frederic has frequently diſplayed, when he 
has almoſt wantonly expoſed himſelf. The 
different fituation of the two Princes, ought 
not, however, to be forgotten. S0 deſ- 


perate was the condition of his Pruſſian Ma- 


jeſty at Lignitz, at Torgau, and on a variety 
of other occaſions during the great war of 
ſeven years, that defeat and death were to 
him in effect almoſt the ſame thing. His 
troops required not merely example, but, 
the animation of deſpair, to enable them to 
conquer. Joſeph, acting on the defenſive, 
ſecure in his entrenchments, his numbers, 
and his inattackable poſition; might con- 


ſult, like Louis the Fourteenth, his own 


| ſafety, as well as his glory. It is certain, 

that during the laſt campaign he never 
ſhunned danger; but neither did he court it. 

No one ever ſaw him expoſe his perſon, 
though he paſſed the night repeatedly in 
the outpoſts, where Marſhal Haddick once 
. him, and took the liberty to re- 
| prehend 
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. 460 
prehend him for ſuch imprudence 10 free- 
dom, which it is n ben the wa 

wn coil 
His talents for war are 3 3 
more problematical than his perſonal cou- 
rage, That his preſence and interference 
were injurious to the Auſtrian arms, during 
the late campaign, no longer can admit of 
any doubt. If, like his father and grand- 
father, he had been content to remain at 
Vienna, and to delegate to others the con- 
duct of military affairs, Laudohn would not 
have let flip the moment of attacking Mel- 
lendorf, on his retreat into Saxony; an op- 
portunity which never can return, and for 
the loſs of which, that general will not eafily 
forgive his maſter. That the Emperor de- 
lights in war, that he beheld with pleaſure all 
the preparations for it, and that he expected 
to acquire reputation in the field, is indiſ- 
putable. But, experience may have unde- 
ceived him, and have convinced him how 
widely different are theory and practice. 
Previous to the preſent hoſtilities, he panted 
„ or 
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for an occaſion to put Himſelf: at the head 
of his! _ ang to. — Wee 
Frederic. 0 ad: of * ale. 

On his alen to W FOR aig ago, 
-_ through Munich, he had there a 
long interview with the Ducheſs Dowager 
of Bavaria, ſiſter of the preſent Electreſs 
Palatine; a | Princeſs of very ſuperior en- 
dowments, who enjoys the confidence of 
his Pruſſian Majeſty, and maintains à re- 
gular correſpondence with him. The con- 
verſation, which was animated on both 
ſides, produced inſenſibly a diſcuſſion of the 
comparative merit of Sovereigns, warlike 
and pacific, The Ducheſs artfully led him 
on to ſpeak his ſentiments, by affecting to 
prefer the latter deſcription of Princes to 
the former. Joſeph' s eyes flaſhed fire, 
and no longer able to conceal his wiſhes ; 
„Madame, ſaid he, J'aimerois mieux 
ce etre capitaine dans mes propres grenadièrs, 
< que d'@tre' Empereur, fi je ne devois pas 
etre Guerrier.” Conſcious that he had 
Res | diſcloſed 
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| diſcloſed too much, he afterwards endea» 
voured to do away the impreſſion ;: but che 
Ducheſs was not to be ſo deceived. She 
foretold, that he would ſeize the firſt oppor- 
tunity of coming to a rupture with Pruſ- 
ſia, and would appear in perſon at the 
head of his forces, whenever war com- 
menced. Time has proved _ _— 
not miſtaken in her conjecture. 
All the qualities and paſſions of the Em- 
e are however, either ſubſervient eco, 
or ſwallowed up in his ambition. Hence 
his affection for the ſoldiery, his inſpection 
of their barracks, his affectation of wearing, 
like Frederic, no other dreſs than à uni- 
form, his ſolicitous attention to the ſick 
and wounded; in a word, his anxiety to 
acquire the confidence of the troops, and to 
ſhew them that in him they will find a fa- 
ther and a leader, no leſs than a Sovereign. 
Towards the Hungarians and Croats, he is 
accuſed of having manifeſted: a partiality, 
which, if founded in fact, might occaſion 
general 
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general diſſatisfaction ; but, he ĩs probably 
too politic to alienate by ſo injudicious a 
preference, the hearts of his forces. They 
conſtitute the engine, by which he was ena 
bled to ſeize on ſo large a portion of Poland 
in 1772, and on Lower Bavaria in 19758. It 
is only to them that he can look in the firſt 
inſtance, for the future ſupport, extenſion, 


and aggrandizement of his dominions. But, 


he muſt likewiſe look to another quarter, 
for the means of fully gratifying his wiſhes 
on this, and on every other point: I mean, 


to the death of his mother, the Empreſs 


Queen. He may, and J believe he does, in 


common with his ſubjects, deprecate more 


than deſire, ſuch an event. It is, neverthe- 
leſs, the only one, which, by emancipating 


him from all reſtraint, can unveil his real 


character. The deceaſe of the late Em- 
peror has half diſcloſed his qualities to 
the world, and left the others concealed. I 
have delineated him as he now is, with- 
out partiality, as without - prejudice. In 


order 
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order to; know, him completely, it is re- 
quiſite that he ſhould: ſurvive Maria The- 
reſa. Then, and not till then, wet ſhall 
be able to appreciate in their utmoſt ex- 
tent, the virtues, and the eee of Wp 
the Seba!!! La, ng banertrt 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Charader, and anecdotes of Prince Kaunitz, Al 
Miniſter of Maria Thereſa. 


Vienna, March 13th, 1779. 
Tl picture that I have drawn of the 


Imperial Court, would ſtill be incom- 
plete and deficient, if not accompanied by 
ſome particulars of Prince Kaunitz; who, 
though not at the head of the Auſtrian 
finances, yet may juſtly be denominated 
firſt Miniſter. His talents, ſervices, and 
an uninterrupted poſſeſſion of power dur- 


ing near five-and- twenty years, leave him 


no competitor in the favour or eſteem of 


Maria Thereſa, His authority is too firmly / 


conſolidated, to be eaſily ſhaken, even by 


the event of her death; and it is probable, 


that he would occupy the ſame ſituation 
under Joſeph, which he has ſo long filled 
in the Councils of the Empreſs. Born in 


February 1711, he has conſequently com- 


nr. . H H pleted 
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pleted his ſixty-eighth year; but, the ad- 
vances of age ſeem neither to have impaired 
the freſhneſs of his intellects, nor materially 
to have diminiſhed his bodily activity and 
ſtrength. At an early period of his life, he 
was initiated into public buſineſs, having 
acted in the capacity of civil Governor of 
Bruſſels, during the firſt years of the preſent 
reign. At the Congreſs of Aix-la-Chap- 
pelle in 1748, he was one of the Auſtrian 
Plenipotentiaries; and after the concluſion 
of peace, he went Embaſſador to the Court 
of Verſailles. | 15 
Whether his reſidence in France con- 
duced to impreſs him with favourable ideas 
of that country, or whether views of policy 
alone have influenced him, it is unqueſtion- 
able, that his advice and opinion have 
operated a total and a radical change in the 
Auſtrian ſyſtem of foreign alliance. There 
are not wanting perſons here, and thoſe 
perfectly well informed, who aſſure me 
that ſo great an alteration of meaſures ori- 


ginated in perſonal reſentment. They aſ- 
ſert, 
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ſert, that at the treaty of Aix-la-Chappelle, 
he was over-reached by the Engliſh pleni- 
potentiaries, who not only ſigned the peace 
without his participation; but, afterwards 
compelled him reluctantly to affix to it his 
ſignature. They add, that Kaunitz, whoſe 
gallantries have always formed a very pro- 
minent part of his character, was occupied 


in paying his court to a lady of whom he 


was deeply enamoured, while the Embaſ- 
ſadors of Great Britain terminated the buſi- 
neſs. His reſentment at being ſo duped, 
prompted him to ſeize a favourable occa- 
ſion of precipitating his miſtreſs and the 
Houle of Auftria into the arms of their 
antient rival. If this ſtory is not true in 
its utmoſt extent, I believe on the other 


hand, that it is by no means e of 


foundation. 
In 1754, at forty-three years of age, 


Prince Kaunitz having ſupplanted his pre- 


deceſſor Count Ulhfeldt, was conſtituted 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. The great war, 


commonly called in Germany, * the War 


H H 2 of 
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of Seven years,” broke out ſoon after- 
-wards. For a century and a half, the Houſe 
of Bourbon had been the inveterate enemy 
of every Emperor, from Ferdinand the Se- 
cond, down to Charles the Sixth: while 
England, from the accefſion of William the 
Third, almoſt inyariably ſuſtained the Auſ- 
trian intereſts. To the active interpoſition 
and aſſiſtance of the Cabinet of London, 
aided by the enthuſiaſm of the people, Maria 
. Thereſa herſelf, when attacked by France 
and Bavaria, at the beginning of her reign, 
was not a little indebted for her preſervation, 
Prince Kaunitz, nevertheleſs, undertook, 
in defiance of every impediment, to unite 
the Courts of Vienna and Verſailles: he 
ſucceeded in the attempt, and concluded in 
1756, the celebrated treaty, which ſtill con- 
tinues to connect them. It is not unworthy 
of remark, that in the lapſe of two cen- 
turies, no matrimonial alliance had ever 
taken place between the Imperial Branch 
of the Auſtrian Family, and that of Bour- 
bon; , Elizabeth, deVghter of the Emperor 

Maxi- 
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Maximilian the Second, who was the laſt 


inſtance, having been married to Charles the 


Ninth of France, as long ago as 1570. The 
Archducheſs Maria Antonietta, by her union 
with Louis the Sixteenth, only eight years 
ſince, in 1770, formed the cement of this 
new ſyſtem, which ſeems likely to remain 
unſhaken, at leaſt-during the life of the pre- 
ſent Miniſter. At the moment that I am 
writing, the French Embaſſador, who acts 
openly as mediator on the part of Auſtria, 
is about to appear in that character, at the 
approaching conferences for peace. We 
may nevertheleſs reaſonably doubt, whether 
the affected interpoſition of France in fa- 
vour of her antient rival, is not more 
oſtenſible than real; and whether the Cabi- 
net of Verſailles, far from wiſhing to extri- 
cate, does not ſecretly enjoy the embarraſſ- 
ments of its Imperial Ally. How can France, 
in fact, ſincerely deſire the aggrandizement 
of the Houſe of Auſtria? Prince Kaunitz 
himſelf, though the original author of the 
preſent ſyſtem of alliance; yet; appears to 
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feel how inefficacious it muſt ever prove, 
in uniting or blending the intereſts of the 
two ſtates, - On a variety of occaſions, he 
has manifeſted far more conſideration for 
the Engliſh nation, than for the French. 


It is difficult to conceive any aſcendant 
more confirmed, or any influence more im- 
perious, than Prince Kaunitz's over the Em- 
preſs: a circumſtance, the ſingularity of 
which is increaſed, when we reflect that 
ſhe is neither a weak, nor an indolent 
woman. In order to attain to ſuch a height 
of power, we are naturally led to ſuppoſe, 
that beſides his ſuperior abilities for Go- 
vernment, he has not been negligent of the 
arts which conciliate royal favor. That he 
does not maintain himſelf in his preſent 
elevation, by any ſuch compliances or atten- 
tions, is, however, certain. Never did any 
Miniſter appear to ſacrifice ſo little either 
to the prejudices, or even to the wiſhes and 
requeſts of his Sovereign. He treats with 
equal indifference, the teſtimonies of her 
partialiry, or of her reſentment. Far from 

deſiring 
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deſiring to ſee her frequently, it is an act 
of compliance when he viſits her. His 
palace in Vienna is contiguous to that of 
the Empreſs, and not a hundred paces from 
her very: chamber. He is not ignorant of 
the pleaſure which ſhe would receive, from 
ſeeing and converſing with him on matters 
of public buſineſs; yet, in defiance, or in 
neglect of her repeated meſſages, he rarely 
viſits her, except on particular occaſions, 
more than once in twelve days or a fort- 
night. Every thing is tranſacted between 
them by correſpondence. 

As if the refuſal to gratify her reaſonable 
demands, were not a ſufficient proof of his 
aſcendancy over her, he ſhocks her very 
prejudices. Nay, in more than one inſtance, 
Maria Thereſa has deſcended to acts of 
complaiſance, and almoſt of perſonal humi- 
liation, in favor of her miniſter, which I 
hardly can venture to mention, from their 
incredibility. Prince Kaunitz, till within 
the laſt few years, was not only attached to 


women, but gave himſelf no trouble to 
HH 4 conceal 
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conceal his irregularities. On the contrary, 
it ſeemed as if he wiſhed to render them 
public and notorious. Adreſſes, dancers, 
and opera girls of diſtinguiſhed beauty or 
accompliſhments, lived under his immediate 
protection. The Gabrieli, who has been ſo 
celebrated, from Palermo to Peterſburgh ; 
the Foliazzi, and various other Italians, 
known either by the charms of their voice 
or their perſon, have ſucceſſively ſhared the 
Auſtrian Miniſter's affection. It is a fact, 
that vrhen he has gone to wait on the Ein- 
preſs, he has carried his miſtreſs in the car- 
riage with him to the gate of the palace; 
and that ſhe has remained in the coach, 
while he went to tranſact buſineſs with 
her Majeſty, from whoſe preſence he im- 
mediately returned to her. 

That a diſſolute, or a libertine Princeſs 
ſhould, from conſiderations of policy, over- 
look and pardon ſuch treſpaſſes againſt de- 
corum, would excite no ſurprize. But, 
that a Sovereign, who, rigidly virtuous in 
her own conduct, ſeverely reprefles all in- 

| 1 - fractions 
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eien of morality in others; ſhould ne- 
vertheleſs permit her firſt Miniſter with 
impunity to commit ſuch irregularities, ap- 
pears a ſort of paradox. The greateſt ſub- 
ject in rank throughout the Auſtrian do- 
minions, who, encouraged by the precedent, 
were to attempt the ſame thing, would ſoon 
repent bis temerity. Even Prince Kaunitz 
himſelf, Jam aſſured, has been many times 
on the point of receiving his diſmiſſion from 
all his offices; more, however, on account of 
the obſtinacy with which he has refuſed to 
obey the Empreſs s commands, than from 
her reſentment at his conduct in other re- 
ſpects. In vain would any future Miniſter 
attempt a ſimilar experiment: his diſgrace 
and ruin would be the infallible conſe- 
quence. Not only the preſent Miniſter's 
talents and ſervices plead for him. Long 


preſcription and habit have made his very. 


weakneſſes reſpectable in Maria Thereſa's 
eyes. They have grown old together, have 


ſhared the ſame dangers, weathered the 


ſame ſtorms, and are now too intimately 
x acquainted 
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- acquainted with each other's failings, as well 


as virtues, to ſeparate in the evening of 
life. Theſe cauſes ſufficiently account 
for his preſent power, and probably ſecure 
his future authority againſt all attack. No 
man here looks forward to a change 


of adminiſtration, except by the death of 


the actual poſſeſſor. In caſe of ſuch an 
event, either Prince Staremberg, who now 
governs the Low Countries, or Count Co- 


| benzel, lately returned from Berlin, where 


he was Envoy, are regarded as likely to 
ſucceed. The latter of thoſe Miniſters is 
about to aſſume an important part, in the 
approaching negotiations for | peace berwerk 
Auſtria and Pruſſia. | 5 

Againſt the event to which 1 have al- 
Inded, as the only one capable of cauſing 
an alteration in the councils of the Empreſs, 
Prince Kaunitz takes every poſſible pre- 
caution, No man ever dreaded diſſolution 
more, and age does not ſeem to have in 
any meaſure reconciled him to its approach. 
All his exertions ſyſtematically tend to pro- 
long 
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long his life, and his powers of enjoyment, 
or of gratification. He neglects no means 
of protracting the term of his exiſtence, 
which ingenuity can deviſe, or wiſdom can 
ſuggeſt. At table, though he eats very plen- 
tifully, he no longer commits any exceſs; 
and in order to maintain his health, while 
he procures an appetite, he never fails to 
ride in the Manege for a conſiderable time, 
every day. A variety of horſes brought 
from all parts of Europe, which he mounts 
by turns, and manages with no little force 
as well as addreſs, conſidering his age; 
equally contribute to amuſe, and to invigorate 
him. He has long ſince renounced every 
other pleaſure incompatible with his great 
object, the preſervation of life. Theſe at- 
tentions would be laudable, or at leaſt ex- 
cuſable, if he had not the weakneſs to fear and 
to deprecate death, more than a wiſe man, 
who knows the uncertain tenure of morta- 
lity, can be juſtified in doing. His appre- 
henſions are ſo puerile, and ſo well known, 
that no perſon even mentions death in his 

| Preſence; 
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preſence; a circumſtance of which ſtrangers 
are ſoon apprized, after their arrival at Vi- 
enna. Above all, he dreads the ſmall-pox „ 
a diſeaſe which he has never had, and 
againſt which he is continually on his 
guard. Unleſs ſome unexpected accident 
ſhould ſhorten his career, he certainly bids 
fair to attain the age of Cardinal Fleury; 
and like him, to govern with almoſt unli- 
mited authority, long after the period when 
men are uſually incapacitated, or indiſpoſed 
by⸗ infirmities, for active exertion. 
Never, perhaps, did a Firſt Miniſter re- 
queſt ſo few and receive ſo many favors 
from his ſovereign, as Prince Kaunitz. I 
know from indiſputable authority, that the 
Empreſs confers, abſolutely unaſked and 
unſolicited, almoſt every gratification or 
emolument, which is poſſeſſed by himſelf ' 
and the other branches of his family. The 
eldeſt of his four ſons, Count Erneſt, is 
employed in a civil capacity at home, and 
has been honored with the order of the 
Golden Fleece. Two of the others, Do- 
e | | * minick 
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minick and Joſeph, are foreign Miniſters, 
one at Madrid, the other at Peterſburgh. 
But, the Prince their father is not ſuppoſed 
to be rich; an inconteſtable proof that his 


adminiſtration has been more directed to 


public objects, than to the aceumulation of 
private wealth. Thoſe perſons who moſt 


ſeverely criticiſe, or reprobate his ſyſtem 


of policy; and many ſuch are to be found 
here; yet admit his ſuperiority to every 
ſordid or mercenary conſideration. 80 
inattentive is he even to the intereſts of his 


own children, that they have themſelves. 


frequently reproached him with indiffer- 
ence, or with want of exertion on that 
head. It is difficult to aſcertain whether 
this inattention ariſes moſt from genuine 
diſintereſtedneſs, from careleſſneſs of tem- 


per, or from a high ſpirit of independence; 


perhaps from a combination of all thoſe 
qualities. His appointments, as Chancellor 
of State, and Miniſter for foreign Affairs, 
though conſidered as ample here, are far i in- 
ferior to the ſalary enjoyed by a Firſt Lord 


of 
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of the Treaſury and Chancellor of theExche- 
quer with us, when thoſe offices are united 
in the ſame perſon. Including the allowance 
for his table, they do not exceed forty thou- 
ſand florins, or about four thouſand pounds 
ſterling a year. The difference in the value 
of money, and in the price of the eſſential 
articles of ordinary conſumption, muſt, it is 
true, be allowed greatly in favor of Vienna. 
But, Prince Kaunitz fits down regularly to 
a table of ſixteen or eighteen covers, every 
day ; while an Engliſh Minifter is not com- 
pelled to any ſuch expence. 8 
In his perſon, Prince Kaunitz is tall, thin, 
and well-made, though deſtitute of elegance 
or grace. If his face has not been hand- 
ſome, it is nevertheleſs a countenance, in 
which are ſtamped the ſtrong characters of 
ſenſe and intelligence. His manners are 
ſtiff; yet, there is in them ſomething cha- 
racteriſtic and peculiar, which, while it for- 
cibly attracts attention, by no means diſguſts 
or diſpleaſes. He uſually dreſſes with ſim- 
plicity ; but on particular occaſions I have 
ſeen 
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ſeen him magnificently habited.- The 
« Toiſon d'or,” ornamented with brilli- 
ants, he never fails to wear on his breaſt. 
He has likewiſe received the order of © St. 
Stephen, inſtituted by Maria Thereſa in 
1764; and he enjoys the peculiar privilege 
of wearing the ſtar in diamonds, which the 
ſumptuary laws here forbid to every other 
ſubject. The letter, or rather note, written 
to him by the Empreſs, when ſhe con- 
| ferred on him this mark of diſtinction, is 
in a ſtyle ſo different from the ordinary: one 
of Princes, and beſpeaks ſo much ſenſibility; 
that I cannot reſiſt inſerting it here. It was 
addreſſed to Prince Kaunitz near thirteen 
years ago, on the marriage of the Arch- 
ducheſsChriſtina to Prince Albert of Saxony, 
in April 1766. The perſon who gave it me, 
copied it from the original ; and I prefer it 
to any of the brilliant and ſtudied letters of 
Frederic, which are circulated and read 
with ſuch admiration, all over Germany. 
Ce n'eſt pas ſeulement par diſpenſe de 
«© Grand Maitre, mais par diſtinction, que 
11 vous 
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vous pouvez porter la Croix de POrdre 
„ de St. Etienne, en diamans. Vous avez 
tant contribue a Tilluſtrer, que je ſaiſis 
< avec avidite cette occaſion ſi chere à mon 
„ cœur, de vous temoigner ma reconnoiſ- 
ͤäſance, qui vous eſt due depuis long tems, 
et qui ne finira qu' avec ma vie. 
| © MARIE THERESE,” 
After the 8 or independent manner 
in which Prince Kaunitz behaves towards 
the Empreſs, it cannot excite ſurprize, that 
he treats his equals and inferiors, with till 
greater marks of contemptuous unconcern. 
Towards the nobility at large of both ſexes, 
as well as towards the Miniſters of foreign 
Courts, he hardly obſerves any meaſures of 
decorum. Far from accoſting them when 
they enter his drawing- room, or as they 
ſurround his billiard table, he frequently 
turns his back on them at the moment when 
they are about to pay him their court, or 
when they are deſirous of entering into 
converſation with him. If the French Em- 
baſſador is exempted from fo humiliating a 
Fog treat- 
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treatment, he owes it purely to the neceſlity 


that Prince Kaunitz feels, of managing in 


ſome meaſure the repreſentative of apowers 
ful Court, which has connected itſelf by ties 
of marriage and of policy with Auſtria 


But, the preſence of Monſieur de Breteuil | 


impoſes on him no reſtraint whatſoever. 


In company with the firſt perſons of both! 


ſexes, at his:own table, he does not heſitate, 
every day, after dinner, to paſs at leaſt a 


quarter of an hour, in the difguſting--vcca« 


pation of cleaning his deeth; which he per. 
forms with all the minute ceremonies 
of the toilet. Perhaps, ſuch an inſult to 


decency and to good breeding, nevef wag 
committed in any civilized cd“οnty. Cera 
dainly it is not known elſewhere; andi 


would have excited aſtoniſhment, mixed 


with: averſion, if it had been practiſed by 
Charles the Twelfth himſelf; who, though 
he was accuſtomed to ſpread his butter with | 
his thumbs, yet never violated wantorily:the | 
rules of civility” towards ladies, I have 


I Preſent frequently: at the ſcene to 


vor. II. ä wn 


—— — 
. — * — 
_ — — - — 


| 
| | 
[.} 
=_ 
i 


432 MEMOIRS OF THE 


which I allude, in company with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed men and women in Vienna, - 
Auftrians, as well as foreigners. It is diffi- 
cult to puſh contempt for all the forms of 
poliſhed ſociety to a greater length. 
The Auftrian firſt Miniſter riſes very 
late, uſually at, or nearly about noon; but 
he tranſacts public buſineſs in bed during 
the whole morning, where his ſecretaries 
attend for that purpoſe. At one o'clock 
he takes chocolate. His hour of dinner is 
uncertain, varying capriciouſly from four 
o'clock,.to five, ſix, and ſeven in the even- 
ing; in conſequence of which want of 
punQuality, all who are able, have running 
footmen ſtationed in the Prince's anticham- 
ber, to bring them intimation when he is 
about to appear. If he accepts an invitation 
to dine with any perſon, however high his 
Tank, it is only on condition. that the wine, 
bread, and even the, water be ſent from his 
own houſe.. The principal diſhes muſt 
likewiſe be dreſſed by his cook : ſtipulations, 
which, howeyer humiliating, are never re- 
Gold 14 fuſed 
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fuſed by thoſe who aſpire to the honor of 
entertaining him. No crowned head in 
Europe, I believe, exacts ſimilar marks of 
deference from his Courtiers; nor could 
Louis the Fourteenth have experienced 
| greater. proofs of ſervile reſpect, when he 
condeſcended to viſit his, favorite Miniſters 

or ſubjects. Naturally chearful, and diſ- 
vole to the pleaſures of ſociety, Prince 


Kaunitz nevertheleſs unbends at table. He 


converſes well on almoſt all topics, reaſons 
with accuracy, and has a vaſt command of 
expreſſion. Italian, French, and German, 
he ſpeaks with no leſs eaſe than fluency ; 
but, French i is thelanguage which he uſually 
talks in company, as being moſt generally 
underſtood. It is indeed rare to hear him 

utter a word in German; for which, like 
his Pruffian Majeſty, he does not ſeem to 
entertain any predilection. To Italians, of 
whom there are always many in the Court 


of Vienna, he never fails to addreſs himſelf 


in Italian, if they do not poſſeſs French in 
perfection. | 
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His favorite topics of debate or of con- 
verſation, are horſes; mechanics, and car- 
riages. It is ſcarcely poſſible to be a greater 
Connoiſſeur than he is on theſe ſubjects; 
and whenever any of them are mentioned, 
he harangues with no leſs perſpicuity than 
information. On politics he rarely or 
never touches ; but, on hiſtorical points he 
is eaſily led out, and diſplays, without af- 
fectation, a very extenfive acquaintance with 
all the great events of modern Europe. If 
not a man of ſhining talents, he is unqueſ- 
tionably poſſeſſed of great enlargement of 
mind, much application, and ſound judg- 
ment, matured by the moſt perfect acquain- 
tance with all the financial and military re- 
ſources of the Houſe of Auſtria, Endowed 
with uncommon penetration, he ſeizes with 
facility the difficulties of any affair; and 
never was a head better organized, nor more 
capable, of uniting preciſion with diſpatch, 
in the tranſaction of public buſineſs. | 

The wiſdom of his policy in forming an 
alliance with France, though the feature in 

his 
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his adminiſtration, of which, above all 
others, he is peculiarly vain, may yet be ac- 
counted very problematical ; and time alone 
can afhx to it the indelible ſtamp of excel- 


lence, or of error. If opinions are divided 
reſpecting that meaſure, they are not ſo re- 


lative to the partition of Poland, in conſent- 
ing to which he committed an irreparable 
fault, never to be ſufficiently condemned, 


Quitting the path of juſtice and of honor, 


he ſtooped to divide with two other rival 
Powers, the plunder of a defenceleſs nation, 
whom in policy he ought to have protected 
and ſupported againſt every invader. Caught 
in the toils ſpread for him by Frederie, a 
dupe to his own vanity, and deſirous by 


whatever means to augment the Auſtrian 


dominions; he doubtleſs already feels, 


though he may not avow, the pernicious 


conſequences of ſo ſhort ſighted a policy. 


Pruſſia alone was a real gainer by that dark 


tranſaction, where the ſuperior genius of 


Frederic atchieved more in the Cabinet, 


than he had previouſly done in the Field; 
1-3 - = 
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in which Auſtria was completely over- 
reached; and to which Ruſſia was only a 
reluctant, as well as an involuntary party. 
It conſtitutes the greateſt blot in Kaunitz's 
political character, and will probably be ſtill 

more reprobated by poſterity, than by the 
preſent age. 

His pleaſures, at a period of life ſo ad- 
vanced, can neither be very numerous, nor 
extremely varied. He is fond of Muſic, 
and likes theatrical entertainments, though 
he ſeldom attends them. I have ſeen him 
delighted with the © Ombres Chinoiſes, 
when exhibited in a private room, before 
a ſelet company. At cards he never plays; 
but, during the greater part of every even- 
ing, he amuſes himſelf at billiards, in his 
own drawing-room. One of his paſſions 
through life, has been architecture, practical 
as well as theoretical; ; and it is pretended, 
that he has not a little impaired his fortune 
by indulging this propenſity. Certainly he 
has thrown away immenſe ſums; I am told, 


near a million of florins, or full a hundred 
thouſand 
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thouſand pounds, between his houſe in the 
ſuburbs of Vienna, and his ſeat at Auſterlitz 
in Moravia. Neither of them are yet com- 
pleted, and he is perpetually pulling down, 
altering, . and repairing. If there is not 
great exaggeration in theſe aſſertions, they 
will explain the reaſon, why, after ſuch a 
long poſſeſſion of power, he has amaſſed 
little wealth for his family. Indeed, it 
would be difficult otherwiſe to account for 
it, ſince he is not generous; at leaſt not 
from conſtitution, though he knows how 
to affect liberality on proper occaſions. 
Prince Kaunitz is a good Catholic, but has 
not any tincture of bigotry or ſuperſtition. 
I believe he rarely, if ever confeſſes : I know. 
that he never attends, nor hears maſs per- 
. formed, except on Sundays; and then only 
for ten minutes, not publickly, but in his 
own houſe. Superior to the temptation or 
love of gold, he is not leſs exempt from any 
ſpirit of vengeance, The natural elevation 
of his mind raiſes him above Court-cabal, 
and little - miniſterial intrigue. An enemy 
11.4: N 
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to every ſpecies of conſtraint, the freedom 
which he exerciſes himſelf, he extends to 
thoſe about him : yet, the conſciouſneſs of 
his dignity never forſakes him for a moment. 
I have ſeen him, in his own drawing-room, 
as unconcerned, and as attentive to every 
point of his game at billiards, while the 
Emperor ſtood on one fide of him, and the 
Archduke Maximilian on the other, as 
though they had both been private indivi- 
duals of no conſequence. He is an Accor, 
and he never appeared to me to play his 
part ſo well, as on thoſe occaſions. To- 
wards men of genius, artiſts, and perſons 
diſtinguiſhed in every line of letters or of 
ſcience, he is affable and polite to a high 
degree. Gluck not only dines frequently 
at his table; but, I have known the Prince 
addreſs his diſcourſe to him during the 
whole repaſt, in a manner the moſt flatter- 
ing, while he has not condeſcended to notice 
the firſt nobility of Vienna ſeated near him. 
In thispart of his character, he ſtands widely 
oppoſed to the Auſtrian men of rank, who 

| retain 
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retain many of the feudal prejudices of their 
anceſtors, and rarely open their houſes to 
men of merit or W, unconnected with 
the advantages of birth. 
If flexibility is not to be reckoned among 
the qualities of Prince Kaunitz, as little 
likewiſe is diſſimulation. It forms an in- 
ſtance, rare in the hiſtory of the world, and 
more peculiarly of Courts, that a man of 
ſuch a caſt, though his abilities may be ever 
ſo eminent, ſhould have attained to power, 
and have preſerved it for ſo many years. 
Far from concealing his ſentiments, even 
on points the moſt delicate, as well as per- 
ſonal, he has always expreſſed himſelf with 
boldneſs. ' Nothing is better known than 
his diſlike, I might almoſt ſay his averſion, 
for the preſent Emperor, when he was ſuc- 
ceſſively Archduke and King of the Ro- 
mans, before his father's death. The Prince 
never mentioned his character, conduct, or 
underſtanding, except with marks of diſap- 
probation. Even after Joſeph's acceſſion 
to the Imperial dignity, he did not alter his 
language. 
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language. © The Emperor,” faid he more 
than once, fears me, and I diſlike Him. 
As a protector of the fine arts, and parti- 
cularly of Muſic, Kaunitz was deeply hurt 
at the © Ordonnance” which produced the 
ruin of the Italian opera. The ſpirit of 
innovation and reform, characteriſtic of all 
Joſeph's regulations, by no means ſuited 
the taſte of the Miniſter, © Je ne vois,” 
ſaid he, © que des defences de tous cotés.“ 
At that time, his Imperial Majeſty never 
viſited nor converſed with him: on the 
contrary, he held Prince Kaunitz in de- 

teſtation. 5 
Inſenſibly, however, their mutual aliena- 
tion has not only ceaſed, but has been ſuc- 
ceeded by apparent attachment, eſteem, and 
confidence. Thoſe ſentiments can ſcarcely 

be carried to a higher pitch of reciprocal 
deference and reſpect, than at the preſent 
moment. How far, views of policy or 
intereſt on either fide, have conduced to 
operate ſo total a change, it is impoſſible to 


aſcertain. Joſeph, who is unqueſtionably a 
| maſter 
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maſter of diſſimulation, may only wait for 
the proper moment in which to manifeſt his 
real ſentiments; but people here are uni- 
verſally convinced, that no reconciliation 
was ever more complete. .He ſeems to. be 
never ſatisfied with giving the Prince the 
moſt flattering teſtimonies of conſideration 
and perſonal regard. During the courſe of 
the two laſt winters, not content with pre- 
ſenting himſelf at the drawing-room of the 
firſt Miniſter, as one of the company; 
Joſeph has often viſited him in his bed- 
chamber, in order to converſe with him at 
more eaſe, on every ſubject of public im- 
port. Theſe interviews have been conducted 
without ceremony or attendants, and fre- 
quently without any previous intimation on 

the part of the Emperor. 
Whenever he has occaſion to mention 
the Prince's name, it is accompanied with 
expreſſions of conſideration for his ſervices 
and virtues. On the anniverſary of his own 
birth, it is cuſtomary for Prince Kaunitz 
2 oh wy always 


492 MEMOIRS OF THE 


always to dine with his eldeſt ſon, Count 
Erneſt, and a ſelect party. Upon the ſe- 
cond of February, laſt year, which was the 
day to which I allude, the firſt Miniſter re- 
| paired to his ſon's houſe, about half paſt 
four o'clock. Candles had not been brought 
in, though it was already duſk; and the 
company expecting every minute to be 
ſummoned to table, were converſing in the 

dirawing- room, when the door opened very 
gently. A perſon entered, and on his ad- 
vancing towards the Counteſs Erneſt Kau- 
nitz, they perceived that it was the Emperor. 
I am come, Madam, ſaid he, © unaſked, 
« to eat a part of your dinner. I hope 
« you will permit me on this day to ſhew 
my reſpect, and to pay my compliments 
« to Prince Kaunitz.” He accordingly 
ſtayed ; but, at table he fat on the Miniſter's 
right hand, and did not allow of the ſmalleſt 
diſtinction, conſidering. himſelf only as a 
gueſt. It was difficult for a Sovereign to 
ſhew a more delicate mark of attention. I 

14 received 
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received theſe” eee ge from one e ef the 55 
company. ü | 
If Joſeph manifeſts ſo decided an Falte 

tion for the Prince, the latter, who now 

repays it with intereſt, ſeems to have no 
more grateful or pleaſing topic of conver- 
ſation, than the praiſes of his maſter. His 
filial piety and duty; his unwearied exer- 
tions for the grandeur of the Auſtrian 

Houſe; his application to buſineſs; his 

readineſs to expoſe his perſon in the field, 

when his country demands it; each of 
theſe, and many other of the Emperor's 
qualities, are the frequent ſubject of the 

Miniſter's eulogium. On the eleventh of 

April, laſt year, the day when his Majeſty 

ſet off from Vienna to join the army in 

Bohemia, Kaunitz launched out at his own 

table, on the great endowments which meet 

in Joſeph the Second. L'Empereur, 
ſaid he ſeveral times, © eſt un vrai heros.“ 

It may, nevertheleſs, be doubted whether, 

though he admired the hero, he approved 


the 
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the heroiſm, ſince the war has never been 
_ conſidered as either agreeable to his wiſhes, 
or conſonant to his views and policy. 
Happily for both, it ſeems now to be 
drawing to a concluſion, according to every 
appearance: a ſubject on which I ſhall 
have more to ſay in my next letter. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


Appointment of the Congreſs at Teſchen, for the 

concluſion f peace. — Sentiments excited by it at 
Vienna. — Departure of the Grand Duke of Tuſ- 
cany for Florence. — Character of that Prince, 
and of the Grand Ducheſs of Tuſcany, his wife. 
— Refledtions on the war "NO by the Baue. 

rian ne on. 


Vienna, March 3 1779. 
Fe length, after a painful period of ſuſ- 


Pence and anxiety, I may announce 
the approach, if not the certainty of 
peace. As long ago as the 27th of laſt 
month, a courier from Breſlaw arrived 
with intelligence of all the Preliminaries. 
being already adjuſted, and only waiting for 
ſignature. A congreſs deſigned to ſettle the 
terms of the definitive treaty, was at firſt 
fixed to meet at Troppau in Auſtrian Si- 
leſia; but the little town of Teſchen, capi- 
tal l of the duchy of the ſame name, near 

the 
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the frontiers of the Imperial Poland, is ſince 

ſubſtituted in place of Troppau. As be- 
longing to Prince Albert and the Arch- 
ducheſs Chriſtina, Teſchen, which is a ſort 
of neutral ſpot, may be thought proper for 

the meeting of plenipotentiaries. Other 
wiſe, a more wretched and deſolate collec- 
tion of huts, could hardly have been found 
in any corner of Europe. . An armiſtice, 
preparatory. to negotiation, took place on 

the 8th of the preſent month. The Baron | 
de Breteuil, and Count de Cobenzel, late 


Envoy extraordinary at the Court of Ber- | 
lin, were immediately named to repair to 
Teſchen, on the part of France and Auſtria. 
Prince Repnin, and the Baron de Riedazel, 


, hy 


Miniſter to the Court of Vienna from, his 
#48687 £9! 


Pruſſian Majeſty previous to the war, are 
likewiſe appointed on the ſide of Frederic, 


and of his Ally, Catherine. But, Count Co- 
benzel having been unexpectedly ſeized with 
a fit of the gout, which incapacitated. him 


for travelling; his relation, Jahg Philip Co- 


benzel, has been lubſtiguted; in his » Place. 
'The 


\ 
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The French Embaſſador and he ſet off. for 
the place» of nagociation, om the eighth, abe 
- Court: of St. James 's, Which, on former oe- 
caſions, might havecbeen called an, as me- 
diator, 1 not nas umpire; the: quarrel, 18 
completely excluded, and ſeetmis to be as 
little conſidered on either ſide, as the 
-meaneſt Italian Republic. Neither the 
vigor of our edunſela, norithe ſucceſs of our 
arms at the preſent moment, tend to im- 
preſs Germany and Europe with reſpect. 
Notwithſtanding the apparent (certainty 
of peace, great diſcontent prevails in this 
capital. Not only the inglorious manner 
in which the war has been conducted; the 
circumſtances likewiſe, under which a 
Congreſs is about to be opened, excite a 
degree of ferment approaching to indig- 
nation; ſince it is well known, that the 
Pruſſians ſtill continue in Bohemia. But, 
neither the Court nor the cabinet, neither 
Joſeph nor the Prime Miniſter, ſeem in- 
elined to proſecute hoſtilities. Relative to 
vor. II. 1 | the 
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qe terms upon which peace will ultimately 
be made, we can only conjecture: no one 
here, however, doubts that it muſt be pur- 
chaſed by a partial, if not by a total reſti- 
tution, of the territories which occaſioned 
the rupture. Frederic, ſtrong in the cauſe 
that he eſpouſes, ſuſtained by the open aid 
of Saxony, and by the avowed ſupport of 
Ruſſia, poſſeſſes great advantages over his 
adverſary. France is neither ſuppoſed to 
interfere with zeal, in favor of Maria The- 
reſa and her ſon; nor, embarraſſed as 
Louis the Sixteenth now is by a war with 
England, can he, were he even ſo diſpoſed, 
extend effectual aſſiſtance to the Empreſs 
Queen. Catharine, on the contrary, irri- 
tated againſt the Auſtrian Miniſter, who, 


in the partition of Poland, and on other 


occaſions, has ſhewn as little reſpect for her 
intereſts, as deference for her wiſhes, acts 
vigorouſly in favour of Pruſſia, The 
Princes of the German Empire look on, 
and enjoy with a malignant pleaſure, the 
embarraſſments, as well as the humiliation, 


v3 107." of 
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of the Imperial Cabinet. Under theſe 
. circumſtarices, it is probable that the Court 
of Vienna will not refuſe to make the facri- 
fices, however ample or painful, neceſſary 
for enſuring peace. | 
Another event, which . 55 ſup- 
3 volition is the departure of the Great Duke 

and Ducheſs of Tuſcany. They doubtleſs 
delayed it, till the deciſion of ſo great a point, 
in which Leopold muſt neceſſarily feel him- 
ſelf deeply, though not immediately in- 
volved. He is in fact the preſumptive, 
ente heir, to all the dominions of Maria 
Thereſa, as long as his elder brother is 
neither married, nor has any iſſue. On the 
ſame day when the armiſtice took place, 
and on which the Auſtrian and French 
Embaſſadors ſet off for Teſchen, the 
Great Duke and Ducheſs left Vienna, for 

Florence. After an affectionate and tender 
adieu on the part of the Empreſs, they pro- 
ceeded to Baden, only four leagues diſtant, 
to which place Joſeph and, all the Imperial 


Family accompanied them. There they 
| 1 dined 
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dined together, and the two brothers parted, 
with mutual teſtimonies of affection and 
"regret. | Maria Thereſa's infirmities did not 
allow Her to be of the part: 
Relative to the Great Duke, T'have ſaid 
little in theſe Memoirs, becauſe I know leſs 
of him perſonally, than of ay other mem- 
ber of the Imperial Family: | "Though he 
has been here ſeveral months, I have had 
comparatively few opportunities of "ſeeing 
him; neither he nor the Great Ducheſs 
mixing in ſociety. He is ſix years younger 
than the Emperor, of a middle ſize, well 
made, and apparently of 'A more” robuſt 
conſtitution than Joſeph. Never did two 
brothers leſs reſemble each other in perſon 
and in manners. Leopold Has not either the 
Intelligence of countenance, or the com- 
municative and affable diſpoſition of the 
Emperor. His features, grave and ſatur- 
nine, are deficient in dignity, as well as 
in animation. In their baldneſs upon "the 
crown of the bead, and in that reſpect only, 


dhe brothers are alike, | Perhaps, a long re- 
7 5 ſidence 
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ſidence in Italy, may have contributed to 
render the Great Duke more referyed; than 
if he had remained in Germany, where the 
national character is frank and open. It is 
indiſputable, that he likes Florence better 
than Vienna; a preference equally natural 
and pardonable. Independently of local 
poſition and climate, he is there a Sovereign; 
here he is only an elevated individual. 
Though leſs ingratiating than his elder 
brother, he is beloved and eſteemed by thoſe 
who enjoy his confidence, and who know 
how to appreciate his merits. His mind 
is far more cultivated, likewiſe, by an ex- 


tenſive acquaintance with polite letters, and 
even with ſome branches of ſcience. Un- 


der a ſerious exterior, he conceals from 
common eyes the defects, which Joſeph's 
more unguarded manners expoſe; but, his 
gallantries have been not leſs general or 
notorious, than thoſe of any of his prede- 
ceſſors of the Houſe of Medicis. In the 
adminiſtration of Tuſcany, peculiarly in 
the amelioration of its laws and police, he 
1 KK 3 | is 
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is faid to have diſplayed application, ſtea- 
dineſs, and Judgment ; qualities, which it 
is probable he may, at ſome future time, 
have occaſion to exerciſe on a greater and 
more conipicuous theatre. Joſeph, whoſe 
intentions not to marry a third time, are 
well known, regards him as his ſucceſſor ; 
and the two brothers either feel, or affect 
to feel, a very ery attaghimehs for each 
other. 7761751 18406 

Of the Grand Ducbefs in common „with 
moſt every perſon here, I know ſtill leſs 
from, perſpnal oþſervation, as ſhe is hardly 
ever ſeen in public; her deligate ſtate of 
health  incapacitating her for much exer- 
tion or amuſement. Daughter of the pre- 
ſent King of Spain, ſhe reſembles him in 


the lineaments of countenance ; and no 


Princeſs can have ſmaller pretenſions to 
perſonal beauty, grace, or elegance. Her 
figure is meagre, her face thin and pale, 
her complexion ſallow, her naſe long, as 
well as large, and her ſight contracted. 
Nor are her manners better calculated to 

repreſent 
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repreſent the Majeſty" of the Imperial 


Throne, which it is poſſible che may one 


day alcend ;' an event that che i is ſaid not 
to contemplate with much complacency, 
or to anticipate. with any impatience. 
Like her. huſband, ſhe i is conſidered here as 
more partial to che Ti "uſcans,. than to the 
Germans. If ſhe is deficient in perſonal 
charms, ſhe is not leſs ſo in female accom- 
pliſhments. A Neapolitan education, com- 
pleted in. Spain, was probably not very 


favorable to the diſcloſure or cultivation 


of her, natural endowments. | a But, every 
deficiency. « of an external and ornamental 
nature, is amply compenſated by the in in- 
trinſic worth and ſglid excellence of he 

character. Devoted to her FO WASH 
her huſband, beyond x 1 55 ſhe knows: no 
object of affection or enjoyment; in them 
centre all her cares. Domeſtic and retired, 
| the ſhuns public exhibitions, in which 
neither her health, her turn of mind, nor 


her manners, enable her to appear with 
advantage. A numerous family, conſiſt- 


ing 
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ing of nine Prinees and Princeſſes, by whom, 
the Houſe .of Auſtria afin, all probability 
be perpetuated, veeupy. her time, and ent 
groſs her whole attention, Little known 
beyond the limits of Florence or of Vienna 
ſhe is ell recompenled for the want 8 
admiration and celebrity, by the reſpect ; 124 
attachment of the few, Whg 1 acquainted 
wich her Virtues. = 3 
am now about to lee this ca pi 
after having, witneſſed the origin, d. 
greſs, and probably the termination, 55 the 
Bavarian quarrel, ' A rüptüte of dach | 
ortance, Has awakened the [imperial Court 


„Hai, 


rom the "long repoſe of fifteen years, w te 
[HTO . 


„ 125 b War 1 in 


e 


e | Frederic, in e the am- 
bitian of the former, has diſcloſed the ſecret 
and diſcordant ſprings, which aQtuate, the 
movements of the Auſtrian Cabinet ; and 


has brought forward to the public eye, the 
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of p eace; - the eſſential advantages, 4 as well 
as. he glory, of having taken up arms in 
defence of the Germanic Syſtem, remain 
with his Pruſſian Majeſty. If he has. net 
acquired the ſame laurels as in former v Wars, | 
he has at leaſt checked the Career of Joſeph 
the Second; and he has proved to Europe 

at large, chat time, though it may have 
tetapered the ardor of his counſels, has not 


diminiſhed his vigilance, nor impaired his 


exertions. France, however connected by 
ties of marriage, or of pretended policy, 
with Maria Thereſa, has rather affected to 
give, than has really extended, any aid to 
her on the preſent oceaſion: while Catha- 
rine the, Second, neither mollified by the 
advances, nor conciliated by the blandiſh- 
ments of the Auſtrian Cabinet, has inter- 
poſed as arbitreſs in the diſpute, and com- 
pelled 


| $56 | _MFMOIRS, etc. | 


pelled t the Empreſs Queen to ſheathe the 
ſword. Such! is, or is about to be, the ter- 
mination of Joſeph the Second's raſh attempt 
to appropriate a part of Bavaria. It has 
embittered the evening of his mother's 
reign, without augmenting her glory, or 
raiſing her reputation; though it may poſ- 
fibly add ſomewhat to the extent of her 
dominions. As I am on the point of ſet- 
ting out for Venice, I ſhall not however 
witneſs the final treaty, which, 'while it 
determines that point, will reſtore tran- 
quillity to this part of Europe. 


I remain, &c. &c. 


THE END. 


— 
I, 
— 


: valuable BOOKS have been lately pub- 
liſhed by T.CADELL jun. and W. Davies, Strand. 


I. TEE HISTORY of FRANCE, from the Acceſſion of 
b Henry the TairD, to the Death of Louis the 
FouRTEENTH ; preceded by a View of the Civil, Military, 
and Political State of Europe, between the Middle and the 
| Cloſe of the Sixteenth Century. By NATHANIEL WIL- 
LIAM WRAXALL. Vols. I. IT. III. 4to. zl. 3s. in Boards. 


II. MEMOIRS of the LIFE and ADMINISTRATION 


of Sir ROBERT-WALPOLE, Earl of Orford, With ori- 
ginal Correſpondence and authentic Papers, never before pub- 
liſhed. By WILLIAM Coxe, M.A. F. R. S. F. A. S. Rector of 
Bemerton. 3 Vols. 4to, with a Portrait of Sir Ron EXT WaL- 
POLE, engraved by Mr. Bovi, from an original Picture. 31. 158. 
in Boards, | | | 20h 
III. A Complete HISTORY of GREAT BRITAIN, dur- 
ing the Reign of Queen Anne. By THOMAS SOMER- 
VILLE, D. D. F.R.S. Ed. Author of the HisTory of Po- 
 LITICAL TRANSACTIONS and of PaxT1ts, during the Reign 
of King William. 1 Volume 4to. 1l. 5s. in Boards. | 


IV. ARISTOTLE's ETHICKS and POLITICES, com- 
priſing his PxAcTICAL PülLosor H, tranſlated from the 
Greek: Illuſtrated by Introductions and Notes, the CRITIe A. 
His oA Y of his LIE, and a new Analyſis of his SpECULATIVE 
Worxs. By JOHN GILLIES, LL. D. F. R. S. and S. A. 
London, F. R. 8. Ed. and Hiftoriographer to h:s Majeſty for 
Scotland. 2 Vols. 4to. 21 2+. in Boards. | 
V. The VOY AGE of NEARCHUS, from the Eur HRATESG 
to the IN Dus, collected from the original Journal preterved by 
ARRIAN, and compared with Modern Diſcoveries, being the 
firſt Navigation attempted by Europeans in the Indian Ocean. 
By WILLIAM VINCENT, D.D. To which are added, 


THREE DisSERTAT1ONS; wo on the Date of the Voyage, 


by the Right Rev. the LORD BisHoe of RocngsreR; and 
Mr. W. WaLes, Maſter of the Royal Mathematical School in 
Chriſt's Hoſpital ; and one on the firſt Meridian of Ptolemy, by 
Mr. De La RoCHsTTE. 4to. with Maps. 1l. 78. in Boards. 

VI. CONSTANTINOPLE, AncienT and Mopern, 


with Excurſions to the Shores and Iſlands of the Archipelago, 
and to the Troad. By JAMES DALAWAY, M.B. F.S.A. 


late Chaplaia and Phyſician of the Britiſh Embaſly to the 


Porte. Elegantly printed in one Volume 4:0. with Plates of 
Views, 


4 


* N 
0 2 


BOOKS publiſhed by T. CaDELL jun. and W. Davits: 


Views, engraved-from original Drawings, taken on the Spot, 
=_ a Sketch of the Geography of the Troad. 11. Ius. 6d. in 
Boards. | | = . 

VII. A SURVEY of the TURKISH EMPIRE. In 
which are confidered, I. Its Government, Finances, Military 
and Naval Force, Religion, Hiſtory, Arts, Sciences, Manners, 
Commerce, and Population. II. The State of the Provinces, 
including the Ancient Government of the Crim Tartars, the 
Subjection of the Greeks, their Efforts towards Emancipation, 
and the Intereſt of other Nations, particularly Great Britain, 
in their Succeſs, III. The Cauſes of the Decline of Turkey, 
and thoſe which tend to the Prolongation of its Exiſtence, with 
a Developement of the Political Syſtem of the late Empreſs of 
Ruſſia. IV. The Britiſh Commerce with Turkey, the Neceſ- 
ſity of aboliſhing the Levant Company, and the Danger of our 
Quarantine Regulations. With many other important Particu- 
lars. By W. ETON, Eſq. many Years reſident in Turkey 
and Ruſſia, One large Volume 8vo, Bs. in Boards. 

VIII. An ACCOUNT of the ENGLISH COLONY in 

NEW SOUTH WALES. With Remarks on the Diſpoſitions, 
.. Cuſtoms, Manners, &c. of the Native Inhabitants of that 
Country. To which are added, ſome ParTicurars of 
New ZEALAND ; compiled, by Permiffion, from the MSS. 
of Lieutenant Governor KING. By DAVID COLLINS, 
Eſq. late Judge Advocate and Secretary of the Colony. One 
large Volume 4to, with twenty-four Plates and Views, Cere- 
. monies, &c. engraved from original Drawings by HEATH, 
Lowry, NeaGLE, &c. 21. 28. in Boards. 

*.* A few Copies are printed on fine Paper, with early Im- 

Freſſions of the Plates. Price zl. 38. in Boards. 

IX. TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL, through the Provinces 
of Entre Douro e Minho, Biera, Eſtremadura, and Elem-tejo, 
in the Years 1789 and 1790 ; conſiſting of Obſervations on the 
Manners, Cuſtoms, Trade, Public Buildings, Arts, Antiqui- 
ties, &c. of that Kingdom, and illuſtrated with twenty-four 
Plates of Views, Characters, Antiquities, &. By JAMES 
MURPHY, Architect. to. 11. 78. in Boards. 

X. A GENERAL VIEW of the STATE of PORTUGAL ; 
Containing a Topographical Deſcription thereof, and including 
an Account of the Phyſical and Moral State of the Kingdom. 
Together with Obſervations on the Animal, Vegetable, and 
Mineral Productions of its Colonies. The whole compiled 
from the beſt Portugueſe Writers, and from Information ob- 
tained in the Country. By JAMES MURPHY, Author of 
Travels in Portugal. 4to. Illuſtrated with a Map of Portugal, 
and fifteen other Plates. 11. 7s. in Boards, | 


\ 


Printed by A. Strahan, Printers Street, London, 


